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NOTE  - CHANGES 


P.  J.  Hart  has  removed  his  business  to  the  corner  of 
Elm  and  Central  streets,  where  he  has  larger  and  better 
accommodations  than  at  353  Main  street,  his  former 
location. 

Matthew  Nolan  has  discontinued  his  retail  depart- 
ment and  removed  his  cigar  factory  to  214  Blossom  street. 


William  0.  Smith  is  now  sole  owner  of  the  grocery 
business  of  Smith  & Slattery  at  19  Lunenburg  street. 

The  Keith  Billposting  Co.  has  sold  the  billposting 
department  of  its  business  to  John  Donnelly  & Sons  of 
Boston,  but  retains  the  sign-painting  department.  Both 
firms  have  their  offices  at  8 Wallace  avenue. 
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“FITCHBURG-A  QUALITY  CITY” 


A Manufacturing  and  Mercantile  Review 


Ipiroclamation 


WE,  MANUFACTURERS,  MERCHANTS,  BUSINESS  AND 
PROFESSIONAL  MEN,  AND  CITIZENS  GENERALLY  of 
Fitchburg,  Mass.,  proud  of  the  past  of  our  city  and  confident  of  its 
future,  unite  in  sending  out  this  presentation  of  its  attainments, 
merits,  and  advantages.  We  believe  that  it  will  be  to  the  profit  of 
all  to  know  better  what  Fitchburg  is  and  what  it  is  doing. 

NATURE  HAS  BEEN  GENEROUS  WITH  FITCHBURG. 
Located  among  the  hills,  high  above  the  sea  level,  its  situation 
conduces  to  health,  and  to  economical  manufacturing  conditions. 

A PIONEER  IN  THE  MANUFACTURING  DEVELOPMENT 
of  New  England,  its  standards  of  excellence  in  workmanship  and 
product  are  an  inheritance  and  an  inspiration. 

ITS  INDUSTRIES  ARE  DIVERSIFIED.  It  is  not  an  iron 
city,  a paper  city,  or  a cotton  city  it  is  all  of  these,  and  many 
more,  federated  in  a community  each  member  of  which  completes 
and  supports  the  other. 

IT  IS  A CENTER  OF  TRANSPORTATION.  Important 
railroad  and  trolley  lines,  as  well  as  state  highways,  converge  here 
and  make  the  city  increasingly  a point  of  attraction  for  trade, 
social  and  educational  interests. 


ITS  PEOPLE  ARE  THRIFTY,  INTELLIGENT,  AND  PUB- 
LIC SPIRITED.  Its  savings  and  cooperative  banks  are  leaders, 
its  educational  policy  is  among  the  first,  its  public  institutions  are 
monuments  to  wise  liberality. 

TO  THE  FREEDOM  OF  THIS  CITY  WE  INVITE  manu- 
facturers who  wish  to  embody  good  ideas  in  good  workmanship, 
merchants  who  will  bring  as  their  contribution  alertness  and  hon. 
or,  workmen  of  skill  and  character.  To  such  we  offer,  not  the 
gilded  fancies  of  a boom  town,  but  the  steady,  balanced  prosperity 
of  a community  whose  foundations  have  been  laid  deep,  whose 
growth  has  been  normal,  and  whose  outlook  for  the  future  is  con- 
stantly brighter. 

ESPECIALLY  WOULD  WE  IMPRESS  UPON  ALL  that  the 
product  of  the  manufactories  of  Fitchburg  is  to  be  sought  for  its 
quality.  A mill  whose  only  aim  is  cheapness  of  product  would  be 
an  anomaly  here  ; the  very  atmosphere  of  Fitchburg  workrooms 
discourages  such  a standard.  “Made  in  Fitchburg”  means  made 
upon  honor,  built  for  service  and  efficiency,  sold  for  a fair  price. 

Ask  the  Sentinel,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  any 
signer,  for  further  information. 
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To  Those  Who  Read  These  Pages 


The  first  question  apt  to  be  asked 
by  a stranger  Inquiring  about  a 
city  is,  How  big  is  it?  If  such  an  in- 
quiry were  to  be  propounded  about 
Fitchburg,  the  figures  of  the  national 
census,  taken  in  1910,  would  naturally 
be  accepted  as  authority,  and  the  ans- 
wer would  be  that  Fitchburg  has  a 
population  of  37,826.  In  the  contents 
of  this  special  edition  of  the  Sentinel, 
readers  will  find  an  amplification  of  the 
barren  statistical  computation  of  the 
census-takers. 

What  were  the  influences  at  work 
shaping  the  city’s  destiny?  What  part 
has  been  taken  by  human  activities  in 
the  building  of  the  city?  These  ques- 
tions are  not  prompted  by  idle  curios- 
ity, and  adequate  answers  cannot  be 
given  without  such  information  as  is 
contained  in  these  pages.  In  their 
preparation,  it  has  not  been  the  pur- 
pose to  make  a vain-glorious  record, 
but  rather  to  assemble  facts  and  sta- 
tistics, which  will  account  for  what 
lies  behind  the  bare  fact  that  nearly 
38,000  human  beings  are  now  domiciled 
within  the  corporate  boundaries  of 
Fitchburg.  Their  presence  here  is  no 
chance  or  purposeless  happening,  and 
no  explanation  would  be  satisfying  that 
did  not  give  first  place  in  the  reckon- 
ing, to  the  industrial  life  of  the  city  in 
whatever  ways  the  toil  of  hand  and 
brain  has  been  directed. 


The  wise  man  of  Concord  has  said 
that  “though  the  whole  universe  is  full 
of  good,  no  kernel  of  nourishing  corn 
can  come  to  any  man,  but  through  his 
toil  bestowed  on  that  plot  of  ground, 
which  is  given  to  him  to  till.”  What 
is  true  of  any  individual  is  also  true 
of  collections  of  individuals,  living  un- 
der any  form  of  social  compact.  The 
city  of  Fitchburg,  as  it  stands  today, 
and  taken  in  its  collective  capacity,  has 
been  created  out  of  the  wilderness, 
through  the  toll  of  those  who  have 
tilled  the  plot  of  ground,  encircled  by 
its  boundaries.  Some  have  felled  the 
forests,  or  ploughed  the  fields.  Some 
have  harnessed  the  streams,  or  labored 
with  tools  and  implements.  Some 
have  spent  laborious  days  and  nights 
in  the  discovery  of  mechanical  de- 
vices, which  became  helpful  instru- 
ments in  shaping  to  the  needs  of  hu- 
manity the  raw  material  supplied  by 
nature.  Some  have  ministered  to  the 
souls  of  men,  while  others  have  min- 
istered to  their  bodies.  Whatever  ser- 
vice has  been  rendered  by  man,  in  ex- 
change for  the  service  of  his  fellow- 
man,  each  has  performed  his  meed  of 
toil  by  means  of  which  the  city  has 
received  the  flourishing  kernels  of 
corn,  now  embodied  in  its  homes,  its 
churches,  and  its  institutions. 

Thus  it  is  that  Fitchburg  has  at- 
tained its  present  growth  and  develop- 


ment. Thus  it  is  that  its  future  is 
now  being  wrought  by  the  men  en- 
gaged in  the  diversified  forms  of  its 
industries.  The  close  scrutiny  of  the 
processes  of  development  as  presented 
in  these  columns  need  not  be  dis- 
tasteful to  anybody  who  fully  appre- 
ciates that  they  are  the  essential 
factors  in  the  evolvement  of  the  higher 
issues  of  progress  and  betterment;  that 
the  variant  ways  of  men  are  resolved 
into  harmony  and  concord  by  the 
beneficent  spirit  of  the  universe. 

In  the  collection  of  material,  there- 
fore, for  this  industrial  edition  of  the 
Sentinel,  effort  has  been  made  to  ob- 
tain that  which  would  impart  the  full- 
est information  about  Fitchburg’s 
financial  institutions,  its  factories,  its 
workshops,  and  its  marts  of  trade, 
and  to  give  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
men  by  whose  thought  and  labor  suc- 
cess has  been  achieved,  and  the  city’s 
prosperity  promoted.  The  results  of 
the  Sentinel’s  undertaking  are  pre- 
sented in  these  pages  in  the  form  of 
picture  and  story,  and  as  comprehen- 
sively as  the  nature  of  the  task  would 
permit.  The  edition  is  Issued  to  the 
public  in  the  confident  assurance  that 
the  record  of  achievement  is  one  in 
which  just  pride  can  be  taken,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  perusal  will  be  found 
interesting  and  profitable  by  all  to 
whom  it  may  come. 


What  Fitchburg  Has  Done  and  is  Doing 

in  Manufactures 


Fitchburg  has  no  industry  which 
reigns  supreme  above  all  others,  and 
herein  lies  her  commercial  strength.  An 
Industrial  story  of  most  New  England 
cities  is  simply  the  narration  of  the 
growth  of  one  line  of  manufacturing, 
until  it  has  gained  such  predominance 
that  the  community  is  a single  industry 
city.  In  some  of  New  England’s  most 
thriving  cities,  textile  mills  hold  chief 
sway.  In  other  places,  boots  and  shoes 
in  the  making  furnish  employment  for 
the  majority  of  the  working  population. 
Elsewhere,  various  developments  of  the 
metal  trades  claim  the  honor  or  su- 
premacy, and  paper  making  is  the 
chief  manufacturing  enterprise  in  other 
places. 

But  here  conditions  are  different. 
Fitchburg  has  its  textile  mills,  cotton 
and  woolen,  and  is  a factor  in  that 
trade.  It  has,  too,  its  paper  mills,  be- 
ing the  second  city  in  the  state  in 
paper  product.  The  city  teems  with 
plants,  great  and  small,  where  metal 
is  the  foundation  of  the  finished  prod- 
uct which  goes  out  to  all  the  world. 

Those  men  of  past  generations  who 
started  the  development  of  Fitchburg 
from  a little  village  into  a city  of  im- 
portance, evidently  believed  it  unwise 
to  place  all  their  eggs  in  one  basket, 
and  their  successors  in  trade  have  pur- 
sued the  same  policy.  It  is  true  that 
this  conservatism  may  have  held  Fitch- 
burg in  a measure  from  keeping  pace 
with  some  of  the  cities  of  more  rapid 
growth,  where  a highly  specialized  in- 
dustry has  resulted  in  the  erection  of 
monster  textile  mills  and  the  inrush  of 
a great  foreign  population.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  it  Is  just  as  true  that  di- 
versity of  Industry  has  secured  for 
Fitchburg  a degree  of  community  and 
individual  prosperity  which  places  her 
well  beyond  the  trouble  zone  in  times 
of  financial  depression. 

A.  big  textile  depression  would  se- 
riously affect  practically  the  entire  po- 
pulation of  some  New  England  cities. 
It  would  only  Immediately  concern  a 


minority  of  Fitchburg’s  population  and 
its  shopkeepers.  Dull  times  in  the 
paper  trade  would  bring  sad  days  upon 
several  cities  in  this  state,  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire.  Fitchburg  would  feel 
it  to  a far  less  degree.  A collapse  of 
the  iron -working  industries  would  have 
to  be  almost  complete  to  hit  Fitchbur.g 
very  hard. 

Fitchburg  has  weathered  the  oc- 
casional periods  of  business  depression 
during  the  past  half  century  with  a 
record  far  above  the  average.  The  de- 
posits in  savings  and  cooperative 
banks  show  this.  Her  foundation  is  so 
firmly  laid  in  success  that  the  commer- 
cial structures  of  the  country  would 
need  to  collapse  utterly  to  seriously 
stir  it. 

Here  are  combined  all  the  advantages 
of  all  other  New  England  industrial 
centers,  with  the  exception  of  water 
transportation,  and  its  disadvantages 
are  few.  It  is  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  Fitchburg  that  the  men  and  women 
who  work  in  its  factories  and  mills 
rank  among  the  highest  for  skill,  for 
education  and  for  steadiness,  and  that 
there  is  a freedom  from  labor  troubles 
which  have  retarded  the  development 
of  many  other  cities. 

The  woolen  and  worsted  industry  has 
not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  its 
cotton  rival  in  this  city,  but  it  is,  how- 
ever, now  as  in  years  past  an  Important 
factor.  The  American  Woolen  Co., 
operating  two  large  mills,  the  Beoli 
in  West  Fitchburg  and  the  Arden  in 
South  Fitchburg;  the  Star  Worsted  Co., 
an  independent  corporation,  and  one  of 
the  oldest  of  the  textile  concerns,  and 
the  Shirreffs  Worsted  Co.,  the  young- 
est and  a very  successful  infant,  com- 
plete this  branch. 

The  third  cotton  mill  established  in 
this  state  was  in  this  city.  The  busi- 
ness has  long  since  disappeared,  but 
from  this  little  beginning  has  devel- 
oped a textile  industry  which  employs 
approximately  a third  of  the  10,000  peo- 
ple who  work  in  the  many  manufac- 


turing plants  of  the  city.  No  other 
one  industry  here  is  showing  such  a 
rapid  growth,  and  this  city’s  output  in 
this  line  and  her  plants  have  doubled 
within  a few  years.  Six  cotton,  three 
woolen  and  one  silk  mill  turn  out  a 
great  product  annually.  Fitchburg 
ginghams  and  B'itchburg  yarns,  are 
leaders  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

The  Parkhili  Manufacturing  Co.,  the 
largest  textile  concern  in  this  city,  was 
established  in  1881,  and  later  came  the 
Orswell  mills,  the  Grant  Yarn  Co.,  the 
Nockege  mills  and  the  Fitchburg  Yarn 
Co.,  and  these  complete  a group  of 
cotton  factories  which  is  one  of  the 
bulwarks  of  industrial  Fitchburg.  For 
several  years  past  there  has  hardly 
been  a time  in  the  building  season 
when  one  or  more  of  these  big  concerns 
have  not  had  extensions  under  way. 

Fitchburg’s  paper-making  Industry 
dates  back  more  than'  a century,  and 
now  along  the  course  of  the  Nashua 
river  from  the  westerly  limit  of  the 
city  to  its  easterly  line  are  16  great 
mills,  turning  out  a paper  product  of 
such  extent  that  this  is  the  second 
city  in  the  state  in  this  Industry.  Fitch- 
burg has  bred  its  paper  makers  in  the 
same  families  generation  after  genera- 
tion, the  fourth  generation  in  the 
Crocker  line,  and  the  third  in  the  fam- 
ily of  Wallace,  keeping  alive  the  name 
and  fame  of  the  pioneers. 

The  scientific  and  practical  ends  of 
the  business  are  alike  known  to  the 
paper  manufacturers  of  this  city.  Re- 
cently, when  big  paper-coating  mills 
were  having  a futile  search  for  a pro- 
per coated  paper  filling,  one  of  the  big 
manufacturers  in  this  city  was  ap- 
pealed to  for  relief  from  the  difficulty. 
Paper  was  made  which  has  filled  every 
requirement,  and  this  is  but  one  of 
many  illustrations  of  the  position  which 
the  Fitchburg  manufacturers  hold  in 
the  paper  trade  world. 

Fitchburg  is  the  home  of  many  in- 
valuable Inventions  and  Ideas  In  me- 


chanical lines,  and  around  these  hav< 
been  built  and  developed  a range  of 
machine  products  which  carry  the 
name  of  Fitchburg  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  and  hold  it  in  the  highest  rank. 
Here  are  constructed  at  the  Putnam 
shops,  some  of  the  greatest  lathes  and 
planers  and  other  machines  for  making 
the  heaviest  machine  tools  in  use  in  the 
world.  Here,  too,  is  built  one  of  the 
most  delicate  instruments  known  to 
science,  the  petrotome,  a product  of 
the  Cowdrey  shops.  The  petrotome 
makes  it  possible  to  cut  geological  spec- 
imens, such  as  crystals  and  fossils,  at 
any  required  angle,  and  of  such  thin- 
ness that  the  sections  may  be  used  as 
microscopic  slides.  Harvard  university 
is  using  one  of  these  delicate  instru- 
ments. 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  is  a New  Eng- 
land city  with  such  a varied  machine 
product  as  Fitchburg  annually  turns 
out.  Fitchburg-made  mechanism  is  in 
use  the  world  over,  and  many  of  the 
machines  which  reflect  greatest  credit 
on  this  city’s  manufacturing  plants  and 
their  workmen  originated  in  the  keen 
minds  of  Fitchburg  men.  These  original 
ideas  have  been  developed  and  perfect- 
ed at  a pace  which  keeps  Fitchburg 
machine  manufacturers  fully  abreast 
in  every  line,  and  in  many  ahead  of 
the  trade  in  their  specialties.  The 
Brown  engine,  the  Fosdick  engine,  and 
the  Putnam  engine,  made  their  name 
and  fame  many  years  ago,  and  today 
have  not  been  displaced  in  their  re- 
spective fields  of  adaptability. 

This  city  is  hardly  less  noted  for  her 
steam  boilers  than  for  her  steam  en- 
gines. The  D.  M.  Dillon  Boiler  Works 
annually  produces  the  largest  total 
boiler  horse-power  In  New  Elngland, 
and  the  variety  of  boilers  turned  out 
at  this  modem  shop  covers  the  range 
of  the  world  market. 

One  of  the  most  highly  specialized 
machine  shops  in  the  world  is  to  be 
found  in  this  city,  for  that  is  what  the 
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great  Tver  Johnson’s  Arms  & Cycle 
Works  really  is.  This  firm  leads  the 
world  in  the  manufacture  of  pistols, 
and  a majority  of  the  police  of  this 
country  carry  the  Iver  Johnson  revol- 
ver when  they  go  armed.  The  mounted 
police  of  distant  Russia  all  carry  re- 
volvers made  in  Fitchburg.  This  con- 
cern is  one  of  the  five  largest  makers 
of  single-barrel  shot  guns  in  the  coun- 
try, one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
of  bicycles  in  the  world,  and  has  re- 
cently developed  and  placed  on  the 
market  a motor  cycle  that  promises  to 
fully  maintain  the  high  reputation  of 
the  Iver  Johnson  name.  Expert  ma- 
chine men  who  looked  over  the  draw- 
ings of  the  engine  for  this  motor  cycle 
expressed  the  belief  that  no  motor  cycle 
factory  in  the  world  could  make  it,  so 
exacting  is  it  in  its  details.  But  the 
Iver  Johnson  shops  employ  specialists 
in  machine  making  of  the  highest 
class,  and  the  answer  is  that  the  motor 
cycle  is  on  the  market. 

Another  big  plant  with  a world-wide 
name  is  that  of  the  Simonds  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  where  saws  of  all  kinds  are 
made.  No  concern  of  its  kind  in  the 
world  equals  it  in  product.  It  has  its 
own  steel  mill  in  Lockport,  N.  T.,  and 
Its  branches,  stores  and  offices  cover 
the  two  hemispheres.  In  addition  to 
saws,  it  makes  machine  knives  of  all 
kinds,  and  friction  discs  for  automo- 
biles. 

Fitchburg  saws  cut  more  trees  and 
prepare  more  logs  for  the  market  than 
the  saws  of  all  other  makers  of  the 
country  combined.  Fitchburg  lathes 
turn  shafts  for  great  war  vessels,  rifle 
cannon  and  do  other  classes  of  the 
heaviest  and  most  exacting  work 
known  to  the  machine  trade.  Fitch- 
burg engines  supply  power  wherever 
steam  Is  used.  Fitchburg  leads  the 
world  in  screen-plate  manufacture,  and 
has  the  largest  output  of  brass  cast- 
ings in  New  England. 

Recently  there  was  Issued  by  the 
United  States  census  bureau,  statistics 
of  manufacture  for  FMtchburg  for  the 
year  1909,  compared  with  the  census  of 
1904,  five  years  before.  For  other  cities 
of  New  England,  and  the  country  as 
well,  similar  figures  were  given,  and 
this  city  suffers  nothing  In  comparison. 
The  summaries  showed  increases  In 
every  Item  of  tabulation.  There  was 
a 59  per  cent.  Increase  In  capital  In- 
vested, a 63  per  cent,  increase  in  the 
cost  of  materials  used,  a 51  per  cent. 
Increase  In  the  value  of  products,  and 
a 48  per  cent.  Increase  In  the  value 
added  by  manufacture,  which  Is  the 
products  less  cost  of  materials. 

There  was  also  shown  an  Increase  of 
39  per  cent.  In  salaries  and  wages,  an 
Increase  of  71  per  cent,  in  the  number 
of  salaried  officials  and  clerks,  and  an 
Increase  of  31  per  cent,  in  the  average 
number  of  wage  earners  employed  dur- 
ing the  year. 

An  Idea  of  Fitchburg’s  manufactur- 
ing Industries  may  be  obtained  from 
the  following  tabular  summary: 


chief  city  on  the  Fitchburg  division  of 
the  Boston  & Maine  system.  It  has  a 
direct  communication  with  all  the 
trunk  lines,  reaching  all  the  arteries  of 
the  great  railway  systems  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

Cheap  electric  power  is  going  to 
mean  more  to  Fitchburg  in  the  future 


all  the  children  in  the  city  between 
the  ages  of  seven  and  15  years,  which 
is  the  school  age,  33.6  per  cent,  visited 
the  playgrounds  last  year. 

Not  more  than  two  cities  In  the 
commonwealth,  said  the  official  quoted 
above,  have  during  the  past  year 
shown  equal  enterprise  with  Fitchburg 
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than  is  now  generally  realized.  With 
the  Connecticut  River  Transmission 
Co.  supplying  its  harnessed  energy 
from  the  hills  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  and  the  Fitchburg  Gas  & 
Electric  Light  Co.  so  well  equipped, 
this  city  offers  advantages  In  the  mat- 
ter of  cheap  power  that  are  already  at- 
tracting attention  on  the  part  of  man- 
ufacturers in  cities  not  so  favored. 

Fitchburg’s  manufacturing  history  is 
bright  and  the  future  is  full  of  prom- 
ise. From  the  brains  of  her  mechanics 
in  times  gone  by  sprang  ideas  which 
revolutionized  the  machine  trade,  and 
the  succeeding  generations  have  kept 
the  pace  so  highly  set. 


CENSUS 

Per  cent, 
increase 
1904 

1909 

1904 

to 

1909 

Number  of  establishments 

122 

107 

14 

Capital 

$20,888,000 

$13,109,000 

59 

Cost  of  materials  used 

14,442,000 

9,421,000 

53 

Salaries  and  wages 

4,942,000 

3,547,000 

39 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

1,782,000 

1,316,000 

35 

Value  of  products 

23,252,000 

15,391,000 

51 

Value  added  by  manufacture  (pro- 
ducts less  cost  of  materials) 

8,810,000 

5,970,000 

48 

employees: 

Number  of  salaried  officials  and 
clerks 

505 

295 

71 

Average  number  of  wage-earners  em- 
ployed during  the  year 

8,497 

6,498 

31 

These  figures,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  were  for  a period  ending  two 
years  ago.  During  the  five  years  in- 
cluded in  the  summary  occurred  a pe- 
riod of  financial  depression,  starting  in 
1907  and  continuing  during  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  even  longer  in  some 
lines  of  Industry.  On  nearly  every 
hand  in  the  past  two  years  there  has 
been  a strong  revival,  and  the  percent- 
age of  gain  in  the  five  years  ending  1914 
Is  anticipated  with  every  assurance  of 
being  immense. 

Splendid  transportation  facilities 
have  much  to  do  with  Fitchburg’s 
manufacturing  prosperity.  It  is  a di- 
vision terminal  of  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  A Hartford  railroad,  and  is  the 
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Fitchburg  Well  Equipped  with  Recreation 
Spots  for  Young  and  Old 

When  an  official  of  the  playground 
movement  in  Massachusetts  states 
that  his  organization  holds  Fitchburg 
up  to  other  cities  in  the  state  as  a 
type  of  progressiveness  in  the  matter 
of  directing  its  children  in  their  hours 
of  recreation,  it  means  that  the  city  is 
doing  something  in  that  line.  In  the 
point  of  attracting  children  to  the 
playgrounds  of  the  city,  Fitchburg  in 
1911  leads  all  cities  of  the  state.  Of 


in  Its  provisions  for  the  extension  of 
the  playg^round  movement.  Five  years 
ago,  directed  recreation  on  the  part 
of  the  children  of  the  city  was  un- 
known here:  now  the  city  has  seven 
playgrrounds,  most  of  them  finely  laid 
out  and  equipped,  and  this  depart- 
ment of  city  affairs  is  one  of  its  most 
important. 

Through  the  public-spirited  gener- 
osity of  Henry  F.  Coggshall,  the  city 
has  for  many  years  been  given  the 
privileges  of  Coggshall  park,  one  of 
the  beauty  spots  of  the  city.  In  1906, 
Hon.  Arthur  H.  Lowe  gave  to  the  city 
“Phillips  field,”  a recreation  ground 
in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Since  that 
time,  six  other  playgrounds  have  been 
acquired  by  purchase  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  so  that  all  sections 
are  now  well  served.  The  West  Fitch- 
burg section  alone  is  without  an  es- 
tablished playground,  but  vacant  fields 
there  serve  the  purpose  temporarily. 

Not  including  Coggshall  park,  which 
is  not  listed  as  a public  playground, 
the  extent  of  the  city’s  playgrounds  is 
25.52  acres,  and  their  value  is  set  at 
$60,000.  ’These  grounds,  as  well  as 
the  parks,  are  under  the  direction  of 
the  park  commission,  a body  of  five 
men  who  give  their  best  thought  and 
all  the  time  required  to  properly  main- 
tain them. 

During  the  summer  season  when 
the  children  of  school  age  have  more 
spare  time  than  is  often  good  for 
them,  trained  instructors  are  em- 
ployed by  the  park  commission  to 
supervise  the  playgrounds,  and  this 
work  has  been  so  successful  that  the 
grounds  are  often  crowded  to  their 
capacity.  The  equipment  provided  is 
of  the  sort  which  most  appeals  to 
the  young  mind,  and  without  being 
driven,  or  even  led,  the  children  are 
directed  to  play  in  lines  which  insure 
safety,  bring  bodily  health  and 
Strength,  and  tend  to  good  morals. 
For  these  reasons  the  park  commis- 
sioners look  with  feeling  of  satisfac- 
tion upon  the  $7371  expended  for 
playground  maintenance  during  the 
past  year. 

That  the  playgrounds  are  made  at- 
tractive is  borne  out  by  the  attendance 
figures.  One  of  the  seven  playgrounds 
was  in  use  but  a very  short  time  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  but  the  total 
attendance  at  them  all  for  the  year 
was  83,497,  or  an  average  of  11,928 
to  each  recreation  field.  The  larg- 


est attendance  in  any  one  day  of  the 
season  at  one  playground  was  943, 
and  the  largest  total  attendance  at 
one  playground  was  21,482.  The  av- 
erage daily  attendance  at  all  seven 
was  2084. 

During  the  past  year,  the  park 
commissioners  provided  two  super- 
visors and  14  assistants,  a large  staff, 
but  the  commissioners  believe  the  full- 
est supervision  is  the  only  means 
whereby  the  best  results  may  be  ob- 
tained. 

These  figures  prove  the  argument 
of  the  playground  movement  advo- 
cates better  than  anything  else  can, 
for  they  show  that  well-directed 
amusement  draws  children,  and  the 
playground  influences,  under  eyes  of 
trained  attendants,  help  to  bring  up 
children  in  the  way  they  should  go. 
Because  the  child  of  today  is  the  man 
or  woman  of  tomorrow,  Fitchburg  of 
the  next  generation  will  reap  the  ben- 
efits now  being  sown. 

Fitchburg  has  not  been  sufficiently 
long  established  in  the  movement  to 
have  developed  many  of  its  play- 
grounds to  completion.  Nevertheless, 
they  are  attractive  spots  in  all  cases, 
and  will  be  improved  as  the  years 
go  on. 

The  most  pretentious  of  its  recrea- 
tion fields  is  Coggshall  park,  a nat- 
ural spot  of  great  beauty,  located  on 
an  elevation  south  of  the  center  of  the 
the  city.  It  is  easily  reached  by  elec- 
tric cars  or  by  road,  and  its  attrac- 
tions draw  thousands  during  the  sea- 
sons of  the  year  when  the  out-door 
appeal  is  strong.  It  covers  208  acres 
of  wooded  land,  and  its  many  pine 
groves,  hills,  glens  and  its  crystal 
brook  and  artificial  lake  combine  to 
make  It  one  of  the  most  perfect  for- 
est parks  in  the  state.  During  the 
past  year,  the  brook  was  penned  In 
by  a cement  concrete  dam,  and  the 
result  is  a lake  of  six  acres  or  more. 
In  addition  to  the  stream  which  emp- 
ties into  it.  It  Is  fed  by  cold  springs, 
and  the  result  Is  a body  of  water  of 
great  clearness  and  purity.  It  has 
well  been  named  “Mirror  lake”  by  the 
generous  man  who  has  set  aside  the 
land  that  the  public  might  enjoy  its 
delights. 

In  the  summer  season,  Coggshall 
park  attracts  thousands.  It  Is  a fa- 
vorite spot  for  picnics  and  outings  of 
all  kinds,  and  its  baseball  field  is  In 
constant  demand,  especially  upon  holi- 
day and  vacation  days.  Much  atten- 
tion has  been  paid  to  the  diamond,  and 
youths  and  grown  men  constantly  find 
recreation  and  pleasure  there. 

In  the  winter  time,  it  is  not  neglected, 
for  Mirror  lake  provides  a fine  skating 
surface,  and  it  is  kept  in  condition  so 
that  all  who  will  may  enjoy  it. 

Plans  for  future  development  of  the 
parks  and  playground  system,  as  ad- 
vocated by  the  park  commission, 
would  open  up  200  acres  of  land  now 
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a part  of  the  Burbank  hospital  do- 
mains. Such  a plan  would  give  to  the 
people  of  the  north  and  west  parts  of 
the  city  a recreation  field  of  easy  ac- 
cess and  would  add  greatly  to  the 
movement.  The  commissioners  desire 
swimming  pools  and  shower  baths  es- 
tablished at  the  playgrounds,  and  sug- 
gest in  the  future  the  erection  of 
pavilions  and  waiting  rooms. 

The  park  commission  i.s  made  up 
of  Henry  F.  Coggshall,  chairman;  Dr. 
D.  Sidney  Woodworth,  secretary:  John 
H.  Daniels,  John  Shirreffs  and  Harry 
G.  Townend. 


4 


THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


PLANT  OF  SIMONDS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY  AT  FITCHBURG,  MASS. 


SIMONDS  MANUFACTURING  CO. 


Wherever  Saws,  Machine  Knives  and  Files  are  Used, 
There  Simonds  Products  are  Favor- 
ably Known 


Of  all  the  manufacturing  companies 
conducted  in  Fitchliurg  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  none  has  a higher  or  more 
widespread  reputation  and  prestige 
than  the  Simonds  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. To  gain  a proper  conception  of 
the  magnitude  and  progressiveness  of 
this  company,  a brief  review  of  a few 
leading  dates  in  the  history  of  the 
Company  is  necessary. 

In  1832  Abel  Simonds  started  the 
business  at  West  Fitchburg,  Mass.  This 
was  incorporated  in  1868  as  the  Sim- 
onds Manufacturing  Company,  and 
moved  to  the  corner  of  Main  and  North 
streets,  its  present  location. 

In  1880  the  necessity  of  branch  sel- 
ling offices  induced  the  company  to 
first  establish  branches  outside  or 
Fitchburg.  The  first  one  was  in  Chi- 
cago, and  from  that  time  on,  through 
the  ensuing  twenty-eight  years, 
branches  were  gradually  established  at 
San  Francisco;  New  Orleans;  Portland, 
Oregon;  New  York  City;  Seattle, 
Washington;  Fondon;  Montreal;  St. 
John,  N.  B. ; and  Vancouver,  B.  C-  In 
1892  a complete  factory  for  the  manu- 
facture of  saws  and  knives  was  built  in 
Chicago.  To  this,  in  1900.  was  added  a 
steel  mill  for  the  making  of  saw  plates 
of  Simonds  Steel. 

In  1905  the  Simonds  File  Company 
was  organized  in  Fitchburg.  In  1905-06 
the  Fitchburg  plant  was  completely 
built  anew,  from  four  times  the  old 
plant  in  size.  In  1906  the  manufacture 
of  goods  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
was  commenced,  and  the  business  there 
organized  as  the  Simonds  Canada  Saw 


Co.,  Limited.  In  1910  the  l)usiness  had 
so  increased  that  the  steel  manufactur- 
ing facilities  at  the  t hicago  mill  were 
entirely  inadequate  and  a complete 
new  steel  making  plant  was  built  at 
Lockport,  N.  Y.  The  first  steel  was 
rolled  there  January  1,  1911. 

Thus  do  we  see  this  little  business 
which  began  in  West  Fitchburg,  80 
years  ago,  gradually  expand  into  a 
business  requirin.g  four  factories,  an 
extensive  steel  mill  and  eleven  branch 
offices.  It  is  certainly  an  organization 
of  which  the  city  of  Fitchburg  can  feel 
justly  proud. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are; 
Daniel  Simonds,  president;  C.  F.  Braf- 
fett  of  Chicago,  111.,  A.  T.  Simonds  of 
Lockport,  N.  Y'.,  vice  presidents;  G.  K. 
Simonds,  treasurer;  H.  K.  Simonds, 
assistant  treasurer;  T.  F.  Howarth, 
auditor;  J.  E.  Kelley,  secretary. 

The  Simonds  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany make  saws  of  all  kinds,  circular, 
band,  cross-cut,  hand,  hack  and  metal 
cutting,  files,  planing  machine  knives, 
and  paper  cutting  machine  knives.  All 
of  these  goods  are  distributed  accord- 
ing to  the  demands  of  the  different 
sections  of  the  country,  very  thor- 
oughly throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  and  generally  throughout 
the  entire  civilized  world.  With  the 
distribution  of  the  goods  has  gone  forth 
the  reputation  of  the  company  for  the 
manufacture  of  strictly  high-grade 
products,  and  this  reputation  has  been 
upheld  by  the  closest  attention  to  de- 
tails in  the  manufacturing  plant,  and 
in  the  treatment  of  customers.  A fa- 


vorable reputation,  such  as  it  has  es- 
tablished, is  one  of  the  best  assets  of 
the  company,  continuing  to  spread  its 
influence  and  interests. 

At  each  of  the  eleven  branch  offices 
of  the  company  a complete  sales  organ- 
ization is  maintained,  with  traveling 
men  covering  the  territory  adjacent  to 
the  branch  office.  In  addition  to  this 
selling  organization,  selling  arrange- 
ments are  made  with  agencies  at  the 
principal  business  points  throughout 
the  old  world  and  in  the  Orient,  as  well 
as  in  the  timber  and  commercial  dis- 
tricts of  South  America. 

The  Simonds  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany has  always  been  aggressive  in  its 
advertising  plans,  believing  that  carry- 
ing the  message  of  its  products  to  the 
possible  user,  no  matter  where  he  may 
be  located,  is  essential  to  the  continu- 
ued  growth  and  success  of  the  com- 
pany. The  advertising  of  the  company 
has  endeavored  not  only  to  supplement 
the  efforts  of  personal  salesmanship, 
but  has  continually  aimed  to  reach 
those  points  not  accessible  to  repre- 
sentatives, thus  carrying  the  message 
of  Simonds  saws,  knives  and  files 
everywhere  that  business  can  be  done 
on  a practical  basis.  This  has  meant 
publicity  — favorable 
publicity — for  the  city 
'f-  of  Fitchburg.  As  the 

company  has  told  of 
Li  the  high  quality  of  its 

products,  and  told 
g that  they  were  made 

p in  Fitchburg,  Mass., 


naturally  the  impression  was  conveyed 
that  if  Fitchburg  is  a place  where  such 
goods  are  made,  Fitchburg  must  be 
a good  place. 

In  this  city  the  company  maintains 
its  executive  offices  and  principal  man- 
ufacturing establishment.  The  build- 
ings in  their  latest  form  are  substantial 
and  imposing.  By  giving  employment 
to  about  500  people  in  this  plant,  the 
company  is  necessarily  an  important 
factor  in  local  industry. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  make  the 
working  conditions  as  favorable  as 
possible.  A regular  medical  service  is 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  employ- 
ees, sanitary  drinking  fountains  are 
located  conveniently  throughout  the 
factory,  the  Recreation  club,  open  holi- 
days and  evenings,  brings  the  men  to- 
gether on  a social  basis;  a tennis  court 
on  the  company  property  serves  a sim- 
ilar purpose  during  the  summer 
months.  An  Employees’  Aid  and  Be- 
nefit Association  has  been  maintained 
by  the  men  since  1887.  Its  usefulness 
was  long  ago  demonstrated.  These 
features  are  not  controlled  in  a patron- 
izing way  by  the  company,  but  are 
directly  managed  by  officers  elected 
from  among  the  employees. 

As  the  next  few  years  hold  out 
chances  for  advancemenc  and  growth 
equaling  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty, 
Fitchburg  is  indeed  fortunate  to  havo 
located  in  it  a firm  whose  progressive- 
ness, ideals,  and  business  methods  are 
such  as  those  of  the  Simonds  Manufac- 
turing Company. 


PLANT  OF  SIMONDS  FILE  COMPANY,  FITCHBURG,  MASS. 
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SIMONDS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY.  AT  CHICAGO.  ILL. 


STEEL  PLANT  OF  SIMONDS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY  AT  LOCKPC'RT.  N.  V. 


SIMONDS  CANADA  SAW  COMPANY  AT  MONTREAL,  QUE. 
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IVER  JOHNSON’S 
ARMS  & CYCLE  WORKS 


Fitchburg 


Manufacturers 
Reputation  For 


Who  Have  a World-Wide 
Their  Products 


“HAMMER  THE  HAMMER” 

“Hammer  the  hammer”  is  a slogan 
of  value,  for  it  is  pithy  and  descriptive, 
and  has  the  value  of  expressing  in  a 
few  words  the  greatest  advantage  of 
the  Tver  Johnson  firearms. 

Hammering  the  hammer,  throwing 
about  a revolver  or  handling  it  most 
carelessly,  will  not  result  in  any  acci- 
dent. It  is  only  by  purposely  pulling 
the  trigger,  that  the  revolver  will  go 
off,  and  then  there  is  a smoothness  of 
action  and  a certainty  of  fire  that 


“Hammer  the  hammer,”  the  slogan 
that  is  known  in  the  four  quarters  of 
the  globe,  and  which  is  as  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  Iver  Johnson  revolvers 
as  any  of  its  parts,  is  a trade  expres- 
sion that  has  brought  fame  to  Fitch- 
burg, since  every  reference  to  this  man- 
ufacturing concern  calls  to  mind  the 
city  where  its  plant  is  located. 


Of  the  various  industries  that  have 
made  this  city  busy  and  prosperous, 
none  has  had  a more  important  bear- 
ing upon  community  life  in  general, 
and  none  compares  with  it  in  publicity 
methods  that  have  called  attention  to 
Fitchburg,  even  though  the  immediate 
purpose  is  to  advertise  the  output  of 
the  Iver  Johnson’s  Arms  and  Cycle 
Works. 


makes  this  firearm  absolutely  depen- 
dable. 

In  the  coil  springs  of  the  Iver  John- 
son revolver  the  tension  is  sustained 
equally  throughout  every  point  of  the 
coil.  There  is  no  one  point  to  weaken 
or  break  down,  and  it  is  positive,  trust- 
worthy, and  practically  good  for  the 
life  of  the  revolver  itself.  This  is. 


ARMS  & CYCLE  WORKS,  RIVER  STREET 


however,  but  one  of  the  points  of  su- 
periority of  the  Iver  Johnson  firearms, 
for  every  weapon  made  by  this  com- 
pany is  the  acme  of  reliability  and 
finished  mechanism. 


able,  accurate  and  absolutely  reliable, 
perfect  in  symmetry,  outline  and  bal- 
ance, with  an  action  developed  to  the 
final  simplicity,  and  a finish  that  is 
just  as  workmanlike  on  the  most  hid- 
den part  as  it  is  on  the  handsome, 
hand-rubbed  walnut  stock.  Without 
going  into  detail,  it  may  be  said  that  it 
embodies  many  refinements  and  really 


important  improvements  not  obtainable 
in  other  arms  of  the  same  class. 

The  relation  of  the  Iver  Johnson’s 
Arms  and  Cycle  Works  to  Fitchburg 
is  the  subject  most  interesting  to  our 


municipality,  for  since  1892,  when  Iver 
Johnson  first  located  here,  the  concern 
has  had  a beneficial  Influence  in  the 
community  in  all  the  years. 

Demanding-  skilled  workmen  whose 
wages  are  proportionately  high,  the 
works  give  employment  to  600  to  700 
people,  and  this  colony  of  workers  forms 
a most  desirable  part  of  the  city’s  pop- 
ulation. Many  of  them  were  induced 
to  come  here  through  advantages  of- 
fered by  this  concern.  Their  living 
and  expenditures,  all  depending  upon 
the  income  derived  from  these  works, 
are  distributed  through  various  chan- 
nels in  this  city,  so  that  this  company 
has  this  indirect  relation  to  every  en- 
terprise in  the  municipality. 

The  Works  on  River  street,  vacated 
by  the  Walter  Heywood  Chair  Man- 
ufacturing company  some  twenty  years 
ago,  are  a thriving  and  humming  in- 
dustrial neighborhood,  and  in  the  plant 
Itself  there  has  been  constant  develop- 
ment, new  buildings  being  added  or  old 
ones  renovated,  new  or  improved  ma- 
chinery installed-,  and  with  the  Armory 
as  one  of  the  adjuncts  of  the  business, 
the  concern  with  its  multitude  of  em- 
ployees forms  a garrison  in  Itself. 

Five  acres  of  land  are  occupied,  and 
seven  large  buildings;  two  sets  of  boil- 
ers are  operated,  and  the  factory  is 
kept  running,  year  in  and  year  out, 
practically  without  cessation. 

The  Company  makes  four  hundred 
and  fifty  styles  of  firearms,  and  on* 
hundred  and  fifty  styles  or  sizes  of 
wheels. 

The  concern  sends  its  firearms  all 
over  the  world,  carrying  stock  in  New 
York.  San  Francisco,  London,  England, 
and  Hamburg,  Germany. 

The  thoroughness  with  which  it  is 
the  custom  of  these  works  to  prepare 
for  a new  product  is  illustrated  by  the 
history  of  the  Iver  Johnson  motorcycle. 
Careful  study  by  the  designers,  aided 
by  data  gathered  from  all  sources,  re- 
sulted in  drawings  which  were  put  into 
metal,  and  tested  to  the  point  of  abso- 
lute certainty  by  the  experimental  de- 
partment. Plenty  of  time  was  allowed, 
and  one  model  was  driven 
over  20,000  miles  over  the 
road  in  the  process;  by  the 
way,  it  is  still  in  fine  work- 
ing order.  Now  the  motor- 
cycle is  on  the  market, 
completely  standardized, 
its  running  parts  bearing 
the  proper  relation  to  each 
other,  its  frame  combining 
strength  and  elegance,  and 
its  few  parts  reducing 
complication. 


The  Champion  single-barrel  shot 
guns,  made  by  the  Johnsons,  have  been 
standard  weapons  for  nearly  forty 
years.  They  are  known  by  sportsmen 
and  dealers  all  over  the  world  as  dur- 


% 


THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


7 


The  Iver  Johnson  bicycle  has  been 
known  on  the  market  since  the  early 
days  of  low  frames,  when  the  silent 
steed  attained  its  greatest  popularity. 
The  remarkable  number  of  bicycles 
now  manufactured  is  an  illustration 
of  “the  survival  of  the  fittest,”  for 
while  in  years  gone  by  there  were  sev- 
eral hundred  manufacturers  of  wheels, 
there  are  now  only  a dozen  or  so,  and 
of  these  the  Iver  Johnson  company 
is  pre-eminent  in  the  field. 

Back  of  all  the  products  of  the  Iver 
Johnson’s  Arms  and  Cycle  Works  is  a 
famtory  organization  wonderful  in  its 
efficiency,  and  capable  of  handling  all 
the  multifarious  details  required  to  se- 
cure the  highest  excellence  of  manu- 
facture. Men  of  demonstrated  ability 
in  invention  are  continually  studying 
to  find  some  way  in  which  the  special- 
ties of  the  concern  may  be  improved  in 
design  or  appearance,  or  economies 
effected  in  their  processes  of  making. 
They  are  supported  by  an  experimental 
machine  shop  in  which  the  new  ideas 
are  put  into  actual  form  that  they 
may  be  thoroughly  tested  in  practical 
ways  before  it  is  decided  to  place  them 
upon  the  market.  Whenever  it  appears 
to  be  necessary  that  special  machinery 
should  be  devised  for  any  process  it  is 
built  in  this  shop  to  fit  the  exact  re- 
quirements of  the  particular  case  in 
hand.  The  result  is  that  in  equipment 
and  facilities  for  its  purpose  this  fac- 
tory is  unique,  and  Its  products  are 
correspondingly  excellent  in  quality 
and  adaptation  to  their  purposes,  and 
sold  at  a price  that  gives  the  buyer 
full  value  for  his  expenditure. 

This  careful  preparation  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  any  given  article  is  fol- 
lowed by  a system  of  shop  practice 
that  effectually  maintains  the  standard 
of  quality  of  material,  accuracy  in  the 
operation  of  the  machinery,  and  care- 
ful assembling,  inspection  and  packing, 


so  that  when  the  goods  are  delivered  to 
the  express  companies  there  is  prac- 
tically no  possibility  of  an  Imperfect 
specimen  reaching  the  customer.  By 
such  methods  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany has  been  kept  untarnished  in  the 
minds  of  the  public,  and  each  purchaser 
becomes  an  advertisement  for  the  Iver 
Johnson  products. 


time  for  public  services,  and  he  stands 
high  in  the  councils  of  the  Republican 
party  of  the  state.  He  was  initiated 
into  political  life  in  the  municipal 
election  of  1900,  when  he  was  chosen  al- 
derman from  Ward  2,  and  he  rendered 
such  good  service  that  he  received  both 
party  nominations  in  the  following 
year,  being,  of  course,  elected.  He  was 


date  for  the  Republican  nomination  for 
the  executive  council  in  the  seventh 
district,  and  he  handily  won  the  nom- 
ination ajid  the  election,  serving  in  1908 
and  1910,  under  Governor  Draper. 
These  political  services  brought  him 
prominently  to  the  front  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1910,  when  the  Republican  party 
sought  candidates  for  Congress  from 
the  fourth  district,  but  he  declined  to 
allow  the  use  of  his  name.  He  has  fre- 
quently been  mentioned  as  a candi- 
date for  the  mayoralty  of  this  city,  but 
would  not  accept  a nomination  for  that 
office. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  vice-president  of  the 
Fitchburg  National  bank,  a director  in 
other  banking  institutions  and  in  large 
corporations,  and  a member  of  various 
clubs  of  prominence  in  the  state,  and 
of  social  and  benevolent  organizations. 
These  associations,  and  his  past  record 
in  politics,  lead  his  friends  to  believe 
that  the  future  has  something  bigger  in 
store  for  him. 

The  Johnson  name  is  also  kept  be- 
fore the  public  by  a separate  corpora- 
tion, the  Iver  Johnson  Sporting  Goods 
Company,  which  has  stores  in  other 
cities  as  well  as  in  Fitchburg,  where 
the  Johnson  factory  products  are  to  be 
seen  in  a complete  assortment,  together 
with  everything  else  that  ministers  to 
the  American  love  of  sport  both  in- 
door and  outdoor. 

Another  means  by  which  the  name 
has  become  familiar  at  home  and 
abroad  is  by  the  erection  of  the  splen- 
did Iver  Johnson  building  at  the  comer 
of  Main  and  Putnam  streets,  in  which 
is  located  the  Johnsonia,  a hotel  of 
such  excellent  quality  that  its  fame 
has  spread  far  and  wide.  This,  too,  is 
separate  from  the  Arms  and  Cycie 
Works,  but  is  a credit  to  the  family  of 
their  founder,  and  an  institution  In 
which  citizens  of  Fitchburg  take  a 
just  pride. 


The  late  Iver  Johnson,  who  was  a elected  again  for  the  1903  term,  and 
pioneer  in  this  field,  died  a few  years  then  declined  further  nominations, 
after  the  industry  was  established  in  He  was  next  heard  from  politically 
this  city,  and  the  business  has  always  in  the  fall  of  1906,  when  at  a famous 
been  continued  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  deadlocked  convention  of  delegates  to 
Mary  E.  Johnson,  and  sons.  the  third  Worcester  senatorial  district 

J.  Lovell  Johnson  and  Walter  O.  Republican  convention,  in  this  city,  he 
Johnson  are  the  active  representatives  was  nominated  as  the  party  candidate, 
who  have  been  responsible  in  recent  His  election  followed,  and  he  was  re- 
years for  various  advancements  and  turned  by  the  district  the  following 
efficient  administration.  year. 

In  addition  to  his  large  business  af-  He  was  brought  forward  during  his 
fairs.  J.  Lovell  Johnson  has  found  second  year  in  the  senate  as  a candi- 
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PARKHILL  MANUFACTURING  CO. 


The  Most  Widely  Known  Cotton  Industry  In  This  City 

Is  The  Largest  Employer 


Though  any  city  is  apt  to  take  pride 
in  an  industry  that  is  known  in  the 
market  places  of  the  world,  the  chief 
satisfaction  to  the  townspeople  comes 
from  the  results  that  have  a local  ap- 
plication. E\’ery  public-spirited  citizen 


rics,  go  to  many  parts  of  the  world, 
and  as  the  identity  of  the  Parkhill 
Manufacturing  Co.  with  Fitchburg  is 
complete,  every  enconium  won  by  this 
manufacturing  concern  is  in  part 
shared  with  its  home  city. 


was  incorporated  and  in  the  following 
years  additions  and  large  extensions 
were  made. 

In  1887  the  plant  of  the  Fitchburg 
Woolen  Mill  Company  was  bought, 
and  in  1889  the  Cleghorn  mill  was  ad- 


years  has  taken  a ready  and  adminis- 
trative grasp  of  affairs  that  has  given 
him  a position  among  the  best  In- 
formed of  the  younger  textile  men. 

Treasurer  Arthur  H.  Lowe  was  not 
only  a pioneer  in  the  cotton  goods  in- 
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is  gratified  that  the  products  of  the 
manufactories  of  Fitchburg  go  to  many 
different  and  far  removed  points,  but 
his  more  intense  interest  is  based  on 
the  operations  that  affect  local  condi- 
tions, Giving  employment  to  nearly 
fourteen  hundred  people,  the  Parkhill 
Manufacturing  Co.  is  the  source  of 
livelihood  for  the  greatest  number  of 
people  employed  by  any  one  concern. 
The  length  of  time  that  the  Parkhill 
company  has  been  in  business  in  our 
city  gi\-€s  the.se  people  the  assurance 
of  permanent  and  sustaining  labor, 
and  creHtes  confidence  in  itself  and 
this  community. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  a means  of  de- 
veloping a high  Class  of  operatives 
and  a most  desirable  population.  As 
a large  majority  of  the  employees  are 
adults  who  have  others  depending 
upon  them,  the  Parkhill  company’s 
business  has  a direct  bearing  upon 
many  phases  of  community  life,  as 
the  thousands  of  dollars  paid  annually 
to  its  employees  pass  through  many 
channels  and  have  an  influence  on 
every  circle  within  municipal  limits. 

Its  products,  fine  woven  wash  fab- 


As  the  manufacturer  of  Toile  du 
Nord,  Imperial  Chambray  and  the 
Parkhill  Fine  Ginghams,  this  com- 
pany has  achieved  a reputation  for 
high-class  ginghams  and  fancy  goods 
that  is  not  surpassed  by  any  mill  in 
this  country,  and  the  output,  placed  on 
the  market  through  Amory,  Browne  & 
Co.,  selling  agents,  Boston  and  New 
York,  is  in  demand  that  keeps  the  mills 
in  operation  throughout  the  year,  with 
hardly  any  dull  season. 

Every  part  of  the  work  is  conducted 
with  a thoroughness  and  skill  certain 
to  bring  satisfaction,  for  the  Parkhill 
company  not  only  has  its  own  spinning 
and  weaving  departments,  but  oper- 
ates its  own  dyeing  works,  has  trained 
and  skilful  designers,  and  places  upon 
the  market  beautiful  patterns,  har- 
monized colors  and  a standard  quality 
in  ginghams  and  chambrays,  for  which 
it  has  long  had  particular  fame. 

The  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Co.,  or- 
ganized in  1880,  now  owns  three  sets 
of  mills  in  which  4000  looms  and  20,- 
000  spindles  are  operated.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1880,  the  equipment  was  thirty 
looms,  but  a year  later  the  company 


deu  to  the  number.  The  Cleghorn  site, 
now  the  main  one  of  the  Parkhill  com- 
panjq  was  started  in  1885  by  Arthur  H. 
Lowe  who  then,  now,  and  at  the  found- 
ing was  one  of  the  principal  promoters 
of  the  Parkhill  company,  and  with 
John  Parkhill  started  the  first  weaving 
of  the  concern  more  than  thirty  years 
ago. 

The  office  of  the  company  is  at  Mill 
C,  the  former  Cleghorn  mill,  on  River 
street  near  Oak  Hill  road,  and  one  of 
the  recent  additions  to  the  plant  was 
a four-story  brick  weaving  room 
among  the  Mill  C group. 

The  three  mills,  located  along  the 
Nashua  river,  are  not  only  the  largest 
industry  of  Fitchburg  but  their  con- 
spicuous position  along  the  river  and 
railroad  tracks  make  them  the  most 
observed  by  travellers. 

The  officers  of  the  present  company 
are  Russell  B.  Lowe,  president;  Ar- 
thur H.  Lowe,  treasurer;  and  these  two 
gentlemen,  with  D.  M.  Dillon  and  H.  I. 
Wallace,  constitute  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. 

President  Lowe  is  the  son  of  Treas- 
urer Lowe,  and  in  a comparatively  few 


dustry  in  our  city  but  has  been  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  effective 
executives  in  its  development.  The 
modesty  of  the  original  company’s  be- 
ginning and  the  present  equipment, 
property  and  transactions  of  the  Park- 
hill company  tell  their  own  story  of 
unusual  application,  perseverance,  fore- 
sight and  sagacity.  Mr.  Lowe  has 
been  a prime  mover  in  all  the  advanc- 
ing stages  of  the  Parkhill’s  prosperity, 
and  as  a manufacturer  and  public- 
spirited  citizen  has  had  the  interests 
of  the  community  at  heart,  as  well 
as  his  private  affairs.  He  has  been 
alderman  and  mayor;  was  in  the  Gov- 
ernor’s council,  and  for  years  has  been 
a director  of  the  Fitchburg  National 
Bank. 

Messrs.  Wallace  and  Dillon  of  the 
board  of  directors  are  men  of  indus- 
trial and  financial  standing  in  our  city, 
and  no  corporation  has  a governing 
board,  of  greater  ability  or  integrity, 
so  that  the  past  period  of  prosperity 
and  success  of  this  great  industry  is 
sure  to  be  equalled  or  surpassed  in  the 
future  with  corresponding  benefits  to 
the  community  in  general. 
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MILL  C 

Parkhill  Manufacturing  Co. 


ADDITION  MILL  C 
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FITCHBURG  YARN  COMPANY 


FITCHBURG  YARN  CO. 

The  Latest  Addition  to  The  City’s  Cotton  Manufactur- 
ing Corporations,  Under  Able  Management 


Every  manufacturing  plant  added  to 
the  goodly  number  already  in  operation 
in  our  city  is  greeted  with  apprecia- 
tion by  foresighted  citizens,  and  when 
such  a business  is  established  by  men 
who  are  known  in  the  community,  and 
are  regarded  for  their  ability  and  in- 
tegrity, the  new  concern  which  they 
promote  is  not  only  commended  but 
entire  confidence  is  felt  in  its  per- 
manency and  success. 

The  Fitchburg  Yarn  Co.,  organized 
five  years  ago,  had  at  its  head  men 
who  are  capable  and  experienced  in 
the  textile  trade,  and  of  sound  repu- 
tation in  financial  circles.  Consequent- 
ly the  most  hopeful  predictions  were 
made  for  its  success,  and  the  succeed- 
ing years  have  confirmed  the  opinion 
that  was  then  expressed. 

Every  manufacturing  plant  operated 
in  Fitchburg  means  continued  employ- 
ment for  those  who  reside  here,  and 
is  an  Inducement  for  others  in  the 
same  trade  to  come  here.  Such  plants 
are  also  the  hope  of  the  young  people 
growing  up  who  are  anxious  for  em- 
ployment, and  would  remain  idle,  leave 
the  city,  or  have  to  oust  the  older  peo- 


and  With  a 


pie,  if  there  were  not  new  concerns  or 
expansions  in  the  older  ones. 

Through  additions  in  older  factories, 
and  the  organization  of  newer  ones, 
our  city  has  been  able  to  care  for  suc- 
ceeding generations;  and  the  Fitch- 
burg Yarn  Co.,  as  one  of  the  newest 
corporations  in  our  community,  is  the 
solution  for  some  of  these  doubts,  for 
it  gives  employment  to  450  people. 
While  many  of  these  operatives  are 
skilled  men  who  gained  their  experi- 
ence in  other  mills  before  the  organiza- 
tion of  this  one,  the  Fitchburg  Yarn 
Co.  has,  in  the  course  of  its  de- 
velopment, been  a training  school  for 
other  apt  pupils,  and  through  such 
conditions  it  holds  a higher  place  than 
a mere  industrial  plant. 

The  mill  being  one  of  the  most  re- 
cently erected  in  Fitchburg,  also  stands 
as  a sample  of  fine  mill  engineering. 
Sanitany  and  wholesome  conditions 
prevail,  the  most  modern  machinery  is 
installed,  and  every  equipment  that 
effects  economies  in  production  and 
comfort  among  employees  is  utilized. 
All  such  improvements  have  an  ef- 
fect on  the  output,  since  healthful  sur- 


Model Plant 


roundings  and  harmonious  relations,  no 
less  than  high-class  equipment,  make 
for  efficiency  that  is  observable  in  the 
quality  and  excellence  of  any  product 
in  which  labor  is  a large  factor. 
The  building  is  three  stories  in  height, 
and  covers  an  area  of  450x106  feet. 
Engines  of  1500  horse-power  operate 
50,000  spindles.  Its  location  is  on 
Nockege  street,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  several  other  large  manufactories. 

The  Fitchburg  Yarn  Co.  manufac- 
tures high-grade  yarns,  30’s  and  40’s 
generally,  and  though  sold  largely  in 
New  England,  they  are  in  demand  in 
all  textile  quarters  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  United  States.  Carded  and 
combed  cotton  yams  and  warps  are 
made  in  the  highest  and  most  endur- 
ing quality,  and  every  process  that 
effects  the  best  results  is  conducted 
here  expertly  and  thoroughly. 

The  company,  incorporated  with  a 
capital  of  $600,000,  has  for  its  officers 
Jesse  P.  Lyman,  president;  George  P. 
Grant,  Jl".,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager;  Herbert  I.  Wallace, 
treasurer;  Joseph  N.  White,  Jr.,  as- 
sistant treasurer. 


General  Manager  Grant  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Grant  Yam  Co.  of 
which  he  is  now  treasurer,  and  his 
experience  and  ability  were  of  the  ut- 
most benefit  in  the  organization  and 
operation  of  the  Fitchburg  Yam  Co. 
Treasurer  Wallace  is  an  investor  in 
various  industries  in  our  city,  and  is 
a supporter  of  those  movements  that 
promise  a benefit  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  stockholders.  President 
Lyman  is  a capable  business  man  and 
financier,  and  Assistant  Treasurer 
White  has  won  promotion  through  his 
proved  ability  and  integrity.  The 
company  is  managed  soundly  and  pro- 
gressively. 

It  is,  in  fact,  a concern  that  most 
conspicuously  shows  the  strides  our 
city  is  taking  in  up-to-date  manu- 
facturing processes  and  equipment, 
and  though  the  Fitchburg  Yarn  Co. 
might  not  care  to  be  pointed  out  as 
a model  of  management  and  operation, 
it  is  griven  that  distinction  by  many 
people,  and  is  unanimously  regarded  as 
one  of  the  corporations  most  creditable 
to  its  executives,  and  to  the  city  gen- 
erally. 
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GRANT  YARN  COMPANY 


GRANT  YARN  CO. 


One  of  The  Best  Known  Fitchburg  Concerns  Having 
The  Chief  Market  For  Its  Product  In 

New  England 


Though  Fitchburg  is  known  more  as 
a machine  city  than  as  a textile  cen- 
ter, It  is  of  great  and  growing  Import- 
ance in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
goods.  It  long  since  reached  that 
point  where  the  volume  of  business 
was  sufficient  to  attract  the  better 
class  of  operatives,  and  this  condition 
is  in  large  measure  due  to  the  company 
of  which  we  are  writing. 

The  Grant  Yarn  Co.,  organized  in 
1892,  not  only  brought  with  it  ca- 
pable operatives,  but  has  since  de- 
veloped numerous  others,  and  in  ex- 
cellence of  product  in  cotton  yarns 
and  warps  has  a reputation  second  to 
no  similar  producers  in  the  East. 

Though  atmospheric  conditions  and 
water  power  generally  have  much  to 
do  with  the  selection  of  a site  for  the 
cotton  business,  Fitchburg’s  plants 
have  thrived  without  aid  of  these 
special  requirements,  and  the  Grant 
Yarn  company  was  formed  by  most 
capable  and  efficient  men,  whose  judg- 
ment in  selecting  Fitchburg  for  a lo- 


cation has  been  justified  by  the  prog- 
ress and  success  attained. 

The  company  manufactures  fine 
combed  yarns  and  warps,  40’s  and 
above,  and  its  products  have  such  a 
reputation  for  standard  quality  and 
workmanship  that  ready  markets  are 
found  among  New  England  manu- 
facturers, the  goods  selling  almost  en- 
tirely to  consumers. 

The  company’s  office  is  on  Kimball 
street  near  River  street,  and  the  main 
mill,  a three-storied  brick  building, 
is  adjacent  thereto.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  equipped  mills  in  this  section, 
having  50,000  spindles  installed. 
American,  Sea  Island,  and  Egyptian 
cotton,  the  staples  mostly  used  by  the 
cotton  mills  in  New  England,  are  the 
yarns  manufactured,  and  such  is  the 
reputation  of  this  product,  that  there 
has  been  a constant  expansion  in  cap- 
ital invested,  property  utilized,  num- 
ber of  people  employed,  and  volume  of 
business  done. 

George  P.  Grant,  Sr.,  and  George  P. 


Grant,  Jr.,  who  came  to  this  city  in 
1892,  had  both  been  connected  with 
some  of  the  largest  textile  concerns 
in  Rhode  Island,  and  were  well  quali- 
fied to  inaugurate  a successful  venture 
here.  A capital  of  $125,000  was  sub- 
scribed, and  some  15,000  spindles  fur- 
nished the  equipment.  A few  years 
later,  the  senior  Mr.  Grant  died,  the 
capital  has  since  been  increased  to 
$300,000  and  thirty  thousand  spindles 
have  been  added  to  the  original  in- 
stallation. 

The  present  officers  are  George  R. 
Wallace,  president,  and  George  P. 
Grant,  Jr.,  treasurer.  Mr.  Wallace, 
beside  being  an  owner  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Paper  company,  is  one  of  the 
heaviest  Investors  and  financiers  in 
our  city,  and  has  assisted  in  the  pro- 
motion of  many  enterprises  of  direct 
and  indirect  benefit  to  this  municipal- 
ity. Treasurer  Grant  was  in  the  tex- 
tile trade  with  his  father  when  the 
senior  was  treasurer  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  Green  & Daniels  Manufac- 


turing Co.,  and  his  training  was  pains- 
taking and  complete,  so  that  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Grant  Yarn  Co.  has  been 
governed  by  men  of  experience  in  the 
cotton  trade,  and  of  acumen,  discern- 
ment and  integrity  in  financial  matters. 

Such  a plant  is  a benefit  to  the 
city,  both  in  the  credit  it  gains  by  its 
own  transactions,  and  for  the  effect 
it  has  in  advancing  the  city  through 
its  disbursements.  It  gives  employ- 
ment to  five  hundred  people,  and  as 
the  mill  has  been  operated  continuous- 
ly since  it  was  incorporated,  it  is  the 
sustaining  force,  not  only  for  these 
half  thousand  operatives,  but  for  the 
many  who  are  dependent  upon  them. 
Assured  of  permanent  employment  and 
satisfactory  wages,  these  operatives 
form  a desirable  part  of  our  population, 
and  as  their  wages  pass  through  every 
channel  of  community  life,  the  Grant 
Yarn  Co.  virtually  has  a bearing  on 
every  vital  part  of  our  municipality,  and 
receives  the  credit  due  such  a well  or- 
ganized and  capably  managed  business. 
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What  Fitchburg’s  Inventors  Have  Contributed  to 

The  World’s  Progress 

By  HON.  EZRA  S.  STEARNS 
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■'But  the  dove  found  no  rest  for  the 
sole  of  her  foot”  “for  the  waters  were 
on  -the  face  of  the  whole  earth.”  So 
many  articles  concerning  the  earlier 
and  later  history  of  Fitchburg  have 
been  written,  so  many  topics  have 
been  discussed,  that  the  whole  field  like 
the  earth  in  the  deluge  is  fully  covered. 
But  the  dove  flew  forth  from  the  ark 
again  and  returned  at  evening  bearing 
an  olive  leaf.  It  will 
please  me  if  I am  per- 
mitted to  add  even  a 
leaf  to  the  herbarium  of 
our  local  history. 

The  slow  and  stately 
transition  from  a prim- 
eval forest  to  a peopled 
city  presents  the  theme 
of  the  ballad  and  the 
story  of  local  histor.v. 

While  awaiting  a tide  of 
migration  the  changes 
were  annual  but  not 
progressive.  Like  an  oak 
in  the  acorn,  Fitchbur.g 
slumbered  many  years 
in  the  wilderness.  The 
river,  unfettered  by 
dams  across  the  stream, 
and  its  power  unchained 
to  the  wheel  of  the 
mill,  leaped  over  the 
rapids  and  glided 
through  the  meadows  in 
freedom. 

In  the  rage  of  the 
freshet  or  in  the  tran- 
quil current  of  summer 
there  were  no  human 
listeners  to  the  anthems 
of  power  or  the  dulcet 
lullaby  of  a river  at  rest. 

Punch  brook,  joyous 
and  free,  was  leaping 
from  the  hillside  and  with  tune- 
ful voices  of  gladness  was  gliding 
through  the  shaded  thoroughfares  of 
a future  city.  For  ages  the  buoyant 
brook  leaped  into  the  bosom  of  the 
Nashua  and  floated  to  the  sea  in  the 
embrace  of  the  larger  stream.  And 
now  the  birthright  of  this  little  rivulet 
has  been  stolen  by  man.  This  child 
of  Joy  and  freedom  is  imprisoned  and 
covered  with  walls  of  cement  and 
stone.  Deprived  of  the  warmth  of  the 
sun,  the  light  of  day,  and  tints  of  blue 
borrowed  from  the  sky,  the  lamenta- 
tions of  an  imprisoned  spirit  are 
smothered  by  the  earth  and  stone 
which  cover  it.  If  this  wounded  and 
sorrowing  prisoner  weeps  into  our 
cellars,  the  tears  are  cast  into  the 
street,  and  if  in  desperate  anger  it 
breaks  its  prison  walls,  it  is  suddenly 
and  more  securely  locked  into  its  nar- 
row cell.  Whatever  we  may  think  of 
Punch  brook,  we  cannot  fully  realize 
what  Punch  brook  is  thinking  of  us. 

Two  hundred  years  ago,  the  bear, 
the  wolf,  and  the  fox,  according  to  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  forest, 
fought  among  themselves,  and  ruled 
the  weaker  denizens  of  the  forest. 
The.v  adopted  the  code  of  the  survival 
of  the  fittest,  and  that  might  makes 
right.  In  their  election  of  a chief  ruler 
they  employed  the  short  ballot.  There 
were  only  two  candidates  for  an  office, 
and  generally  the  defeated  candidate 
did  not  live  to  run  again.  The  wild 
animals  once  living  where  Fitchburg 
was  founded  discovered  and  first  em- 
ployed the  recall,  and  often  an  ambi- 
tious subject  made  a successful  con- 
test for  the  throne  of  power. 

It  is  nowhere  written,  but  it  pleases 
the  imagination  to  assume  that  the 
burrow  of  the  king  of  the  forest  was 
beneath  our  city  hall,  and  that  on  the 
site  of  our  court  house,  many  contests 
of  anger  or  greed  were  fought  to  a 
finish.  For  centuries  the  muskrat 
reared  his  hut  in  the  shallow  waters, 
and  by  the  thickness  of  the  walls  he 
foretold  the  severity  of  approaching 
winter.  The  fox  dug  his  burrow  in 
the  hillside  without  dictation  from  an 
Inspector  of  buildings  and  without  re- 
gard to  the  location  of  sidewalks.  The 
young  and  growing  mammal  drew  the 
milk  of  his  sustenance  from  the  fount 
of  maternal  love  without  the  protection 


of  an  inspector  of  milk.  The  sun  laid 
no  tax  on  heat,  and  the  moon  and  the 
stars  established  no  meters  for  the 
measurement  of  light.  In  the  game 
laws  of  the  time  there  were  no  close 
seasons,  and  fish  swam  our  rivers  and 
filled  our  ponds  until  annihilated  by 
cultivation. 

The  echoes  of  the  forest  were  the 
repeated  voices  of  nature. 


Then  the  green  leaves  of  spring  and 
the  soft  coloring  of  the  falling  leaf  of 
autumn  were  counting  the  passing 
years.  Then  the  birds  were  singing, 
and  at  each  completed  song  were 
awaiting  an  encore  from  a chosen 
mate.  The  cowslip  of  the  meadow  and 
the  laurel  of  the  hillside  in  annual 
bloom  were  testifying  that  nature  was 
rehearsing  an  offering  of  joy  for  the 
approach  of  man. 

And  now  comes  a man,  a horse,  a 
cow,  a hen,  and  a honey  bee.  These 
are  the  first  settiers  of  many  towns, 
these  are  the  emblems  of  civilization, 
and  the  certain  prophecy  of  the  de- 
struction of  a forest.  The  sleep  of 
centuries  is  broken,  and  the  story  of 
Fitchburg  begins. 

Torrey’s  history  of  ITitchburg,  pub- 
lished in  1836,  and  reprinted  in  1865, 
is  an  interesting  and  valuable  work. 
It  presents  a few  passages  of  romance, 
but  the  general  picture  of  a young  and 
vigorous  town  is  accurate  and  pleas- 
ing. There  are  now  four  volumes  of 
local  history  published  by  the  Fitch- 
burg Historical  Society.  These  vol- 
umes are  replete  with  excellent  arti- 
cles concerning  the  earlier  and  later 
features  of  the  history  of  the  city. 
And  added  to  these  are  two  compre- 
hensive and  interesting  sketches  of 
Fitchburg.  The  one  by  Eben  Bailey 
is  found  in  the  History  of  Worcester 
County,  the  other  by  Dr.  Atherton  P. 
Mason  appears  in  a later  history  of 
the  county.  Collectively  these  papers 
present  a comprehensive  digest  of  the 
ecclesiastic,  educational,  commercial, 
and  mechanical  history  of  Fitchburg, 
and  are  accessible  to  every  student  of 
local  history. 

The  record  of  the  past  has  been 
written.  In  history  there  is  no  to- 
morrow, and  prophecy  of  the  future 
is  forbidden.  A writer  of  local  history 
is  sorely  wounded  by  both  blades  of 
the  shears. 

And  now  comes  a man  of  the  Sen- 
tinel, with  ink  on  his  finger,  and  a 
pencil  over  his  ear,  inviting  me  to 
prepare  an  historical  article.  The  in- 
vitation was  kindly  spoken,  but  over 
his  face  were  creeping  the  lines  of 
sympathy,  and  the  shadows  of  pity 
and  compassion. 

In  the  spinning,  weaving,  and  finish- 
ing Of  the  fanciful  and  standard  fa- 


brics of  wool,  cotton,  and  silk,  in  the 
construction  of  machinery,  engines, 
saws,  and  other  branches  of  the  iron 
trade,  in  the  production  of  sporting 
goods,  in  the  casting  and  finishing  of 
articles  of  brass,  in  the  manufacture 
of  paper,  and  in  turning  and  fashion- 
ing wmres  of  wood,  the  manufacturers 
of  Fitchburg,  from  the  beginning,  have 
adopted  the  most  modern  and  most  ap- 


proved machinery,  and  have  employed 
the  most  skilful  mechanics.  On  account 
of  superior  quality  and  finish  our  do- 
mestic wares  have  won  a foremost 
position  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

The  manufacture  of  a superior  ar- 
ticle, or  a superior  line  of  goods  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  is  the  product  of  in- 
tellect, thought,  and  mechanism.  The 
genius  of  our  manufacturers  has  add- 
ed renown  to  the  name  of  Fitchburg. 
They  can  gracefully  accept  the  praise 
and  approbation  of  their  fellow  towns- 
men. 

In  the  search  for  untrodden  paths,  it 
will  occur  to  you  as  it  has  to  me,  that 
the  story  of  the  useful  Inventions  by 
men  of  Fitchburg  has  not  been  written. 
A man  of  an  inventive  genius  is  a 
most  interesting  personality,  and  the 
achievements  of  our  inventors  impart 
a pleasing  coloring  to  the  fame  of 
Fitchburg.  The  mind  like  the  arm  is 
strengthened  by  exercise,  and  in  the 
mind  of  the  inventor  there  are  no 
seasons  of  rest.  His  couch  is  a bed  of 
dreams  and  in  his  walk  abroad  his  vis- 
ion is  mental.  He  sees  principles, 
causes  and  effects,  but  is  blind  to  all 
material  things. 

One  of  the  companions  of  my  youth 
was  an  inventor.  He  must  have  dis- 
covered perpetual  motion  and  applied 
the  principle  to  the  machinery  of  his 
mind.  I have  pulled  him  from  the 
fire  to  protect  him  from  burning,  and 
over  him  have  held  an  umbrella  to 
save  him  a wetting.  I have  talked  to 
him  for  hours  when  his  only  response 
was  a listening  attitude.  But  when 
awakened  from  the  visions  of  his 
thought  he  became  the  most  charming 
companion  I have  known.  His  friend- 
ship, refined  in  the  crucible  of  a gen- 
erous nature,  is  a green  island  in  the 
ocean  of  memory. 

The  inventors  of  Fitchburg,  and 
more  generally  the  inventors  of  the 
world,  have  never  received  the  full 
measure  of  appreciation  that  is  due 
them.  Dazzled  by  the  growing  activ- 
ities of  the  world,  and  the  wonderful 
product  of  many  inventions,  and  be- 
wildered by  the  modern  conveniences 
of  the  home  and  the  public,  we  fail  to 
realize  how  deeply  we  are  indebted  to 
the  men  who  have  added  to  mechan- 
ism new  applications  of  power,  and 
have  given  to  the  world  improved  con- 


veniences of  life  and  an  unmeasurable 
reduction  of  labor.  The  man,  on  the 
pedestal  of  invention,  who  sees  his 
cunning  machines  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  doing  the  work  that  formerly 
was  done  by  many  thousand  men,  who 
beholds  this  child  of  his  brain  adding 
millions  to  the  volume  of  trade  and 
commerce,  is  a giant  among  men  whose 
power  is  not  realized  and  whose  merit 
is  not  appreciated. 

There  are  several 
notable  inventions  which 
have  contributed  to  the 
industrial  growth  of  our 
city,  and  are  successful 
candidates  for  honors  in 
the  school  of  fame.  Syl- 
vanus  Sawyer,  a son  of 
John  and  Lucy  (Bal- 
com)  Sawyer,  was  born 
in  Templeton,  April  15, 
1822.  He  was  a resi- 
dent of  Fitchburg  many 
years.  His  brain  was  a 
well-spring  of  invention. 
There  occurred  to  him 
so  many  improvements 
in  processes  and  meth- 
ods that  the  practical 
man  perfected  but  a 
tithe  of  what  the  vi- 
sionary man  conceived. 

In  the  early  manufac- 
ture of  cane-seat  chairs 
the  strands  of  cane 
were  prepared  by  a slow 
and  laborious  process. 
It  was  an  inviting 
field  for  invention,  and 
the  ingenuity  of  many 
skilled  mechanics  was 
employed  in  the  field 
of  experiment.  The  si- 
liceous surface  of  a rod 
of  cane  is  very  thin,  but  is  as  resistant 
to  cutting  tools  as  quartz  or  hardened 
steel.  The  saws  and  knives  of  ma- 
chines perfect  in  theory  were  quickly 
ruined  by  the  flinty  surface  of  the 
cane. 

After  many  had  failed,  Mr.  Sawyer 
conceived  an  idea  of  cutting  outward 
from  the  inner  surface  of  the  rind, 
and  saving  the  pith  which  formerly 
had  been  destroyed.  From  the  begin- 
ning his  invention  was  successful. 
Later  an  improvement  patented  by  his 
brother,  Addison  M.  Sawyer,  was  em- 
ployed, and  the  sole  right  of  use  was 
sold  to  the  American  Rattan  Com- 
pany of  Fitchburg.  To  the  eye  it  was 
a modest  tool,  and  so  small  one  could 
carry  It  in  the  pocket  of  a garment, 
but  it  revolutionized  the  manufacture 
of  strands  of  cane,  and  it  added  wealth 
to  an  important  industry. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he 
perfected  the  Sawyer  Shell,  which  at- 
tracts attention  in  times  of  war  but  Is 
suffered  to  rest  In  seasons  of  peace. 

In  light  machines,  and  in  the  shapes 
of  cutting  tools  his  inventions  were 
many,  and  some  of  these  were  pro- 
tected by  patents. 

Charles  Burleigh  was  born  in  Water- 
ville,  Maine,  August  30,  1824,  and  be- 
came a permanent  resident  of  Fitch- 
burg in  the  autumn  of  1850.  He  was 
employed  several  years  by  John  and 
Salmon  W.  Putnam  in  their  machine 
works  on  Water  street.  Subsequently 
he  was  a superintendent  of  a depart- 
ment and  a director  of  the  Putnam 
Machine  Company  in  the  new  plant 
on  Putnam  street. 

At  a time  when  the  great  state  of 
Massachusetts  began  to  despair  of  the 
completion  of  a tunnel  through  Hoosac 
mountain,  when  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple was  sounding  the  alarm  of  de- 
feat, then  a man  of  Fitchburg  re- 
solved that  even  miles  of  solid  rock 
should  not  longer  be  a barrier  to  the 
travel  and  traffic  between  the  East 
and  the  West.  Alvah  Crocker,  whose 
nerves  were  electric  wires,  whose 
courage  was  bounded  by  the  sky,  and 
whose  will  was  a turbine  of  power, 
renewed  the  war  against  the  rock  of 
the  mountain.  The  good  archer 
chooses  a straight  and  well-balanced 
arrow.  Alvah  Crocker  called  to  his 
aid  Charles  Burleigh,  a skilled  ma- 
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chinlst.  With  no  unnecessary  delay, 
the  Burleigh  Rock  Drill,  the  first  drill 
successfully  driven  by  power,  was  cut- 
ting a thoroughfare  beneath  the  moun- 
tain. The  first  achievement  of  the 
drill  was  the  completion  of  the  tunnel. 
The  Burleigh  rock  drill  is  not  an  im- 
plement of  a single  triumph.  In  open- 
ing mines,  in  tunnelling  mountains,  in 
the  Western  states,  and  in  Europe,  it 
is  still  adding  fame  to  the  name  of 
the  inventor,  and  to  the  city  of  its 
origin. 


The  Daniels  and  the  Woodworth 
planers  were  invented  almost  simul- 
taneously, and  about  eighty  years  ago. 
As  labor-saving  devices  for  dressing 
the  surface  of  wood,  their  value  to  the 
world  is  almost  beyond  computation. 
The  two  patents  expired  many  years 
ago.  but  the  machines  are  made  and 
used  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Many 
manufacturers  claim  improvement  in 
some  minor  feature,  but  the  basic 
principle  of  either  patent  has  never 
been  improved  or  superseded.  The 
Woodworth  planer  has  been  manufac- 
tured in  Fitchburg,  but  William  Wood- 
worth.  the  patentee,  was  a resident  of 
Worcester. 

Thomas  Eaton  Daniels,  the  inventor 
of  the  Daniels  planer,  was  born  in  Fitch- 
burg, December  19,  1800.  He  was  a son 
of  Verin  and  Polly  (Eaton)  Daniels. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  machinist  in 
Troy,  New  York.  He  manufactured  the 
planer  in  Worcester  several  years,  re- 
moving to  Fitchburg  in  18 — , where  he 
died  January  26,  1867. 

The  Waymoth  Lathe  is  a Fitchburg 
product,  and  one  that  has  added 
fame  to  our  city.  The  inventor  was 
a resident  many  years,  and  from  the 
beginning  the  lathe  has  been  man- 
ufactured here.  The  original  design 
was  an  ingenious  and  successful  device 
turning  the  small  round  druggist 
boxes,  once  in  general  use  but  now  su- 
perseded by  paper  boxes.  The  capacity 
of  the  lathe  is  responsive  to  any  de- 
mand of  the  trade  for  small  wares  of 
wood.  It  is  not  a pattern  lathe  and 
does  not  produce  an  oval  shape  but  It 
converts  a block  of  wood  into  a top, 
a croquet  ball  or  a multitude  of  curious 
forms  adapted  to  special  uses. 

The  patent  expired  many  years  ago 
but  the  lathe  continues  in  general  use 
and  is  manufactured  in  this  city  by 
Charles  H.  Waymoth,  a son  of  the  pa- 
tentee. Augustine  D.  Waymoth  was 
born  in  Durham,  N.  H.,  1817.  He  re- 
moved to  Fitchburg  in  1845.  His  first 
patent  was  secured  In  1857. 

The  C.  H.  Cowdrey  Machine  Works 
and  Charles  H.  Wilder  are  also  man- 
ufacturers of  wood  turning  lathes 
which  are  protected  by  patents. 

The  Simonds  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany has  always  been  alert  in  the  field 
of  new  and  Improved  processes  and  in- 
ventions. Many  and  delicate  are  the 
transformations  from  a sheet  of  steel 
to  a finished  saw.  The  processes,  un- 
der the  eye  of  skilled  artisans,  are  those 
of  art  acquired  only  in  the  school  of 
experience.  The  company  has  origin- 
ated many  improvements,  but  has  made 
application  for  very  few  patents.  In 
the  larger  circular  saws,  the  Inserted 
tooth  Is  a Simonds  patent  which  Is  ap- 


proved and  used  by  lumbermen  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  Butterick  Publishing  Company, 
whose  patterns  and  fashion  plates  are 
known  throughout  the  civilized  world, 
originated  in  Fitchburg.  Here  Ebenezer 
Butterick,  a merchant  tailor,  con- 
ceived the  idea  that  graded  patterns 
would  be  a convenience,  and  by  es- 
tablished use,  a necessity  in  the  making 
of  garments.  The  first  patterns  were 
cut  June  16,  1863.  The  experiment 
was  successful,  and  rooms  were  rented 


in  the  old  Academy  building,  where 
several  persons  were  employed  in  cut- 
ting, folding,  and  shipping  a variety  of 
patterns  for  boys’  and  mens  garments. 
In  1864,  the  plant  was  removed  from 
Fitchburg  to  New  York,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  enlarged  by  the  issue  of  pat- 
terns for  women’s  garments.  In  1867 
Mr.  Butterick  formed  a partnership 
with  Jones  Warren  Wilder,  a native  of 
Sterling.  Gifted  with  a keen  insight 
of  possibilities,  Mr.  Wilder  was  a darin.g 
and  courageous  builder. 

In  management  he  was  skilful,  sa- 
gacious and  successful.  He  was  the 
president  of  the  corporation  several 
years.  Abner  W.  Pollard  of  Leomin- 
ster was  early  admitted  to  the  firm, 
and  was  a diligent  factor  in  the  en- 
largement of  the  business.  Mr.  Wilder 
died  in  1894,  and  a few  years  later 
Mr.  Butterick  and  Mr.  Pollard  sold 
their  interests  to  younger  members  of 
the  corporation. 

The  sale  of  patterns  and  the  print- 
ing of  fashion  publications  has  been 
enlarged  from  year  to  year.  The  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  Butterick  Publishing 
Company  is  now  $15,000,000.  George 
W.  Wilder  is  president,  and  Charles  D. 
Wilder  is  treasurer.  Thus  has  the 
acorn  of  experiment  planted  in  the  old 
Academy  building  in  1863  grown  to  the 
oak  of  incorporation  with  branches  in 
many  countries. 

The  Browm  Bag  Filling  Machine 
Company  is  a Fitchburg  enterprise  of 
great  success  and  larger  possibilities. 
The  inventor  of  this  wonderful  ma- 
chine which  gives  a name  to  the  cor- 
poration is  Joseph  C.  Brown,  a resident 
of  this  city.  The  first  machine  was 
made  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  from 
time  to  time  it  has  been  improved,  and 
is  patented.  It  is  unique  In  the  fact 
that  it  has  no  rival,  and  in  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacture  and  distribution, 
there  are  no  competitors.  This  ma- 
chine, of  automatic  movement  sug- 
gestive of  human  intelligence,  is  not 
the  happy  inspiration  of  a moment. 
As  perfected  and  manufactured  it  is 
the  rich  product  of  study  and  experi- 
ment. When  we  see  the  machine  at 
work,  accurately  measuring  the  amount 
desired  of  any  suitable  material,  and 
filling,  sealing,  and  counting  three 
thousand  bags  or  envelopes  every  hour, 
we  are  convinced  that  in  the  field  of 
invention,  the  capacity  of  the  human 
mind  is  limitless.  The  machines  are 
made  in  Fitchburg.  They  are  not  sold, 
but  are  distributed  on  leases  in  all 
sections  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
foreign  countries.  The  Brown  Bag  Fil- 
ling Machine  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated In  1892.  Benjamin  F.  Brown  la 
president,  and  James  F.  D.  Garfield  Is 
treasurer. 


The  company  is  also  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  machines  of  a superior 
type  for  making  bags  and  small  enve- 
lopes. 

Sir  Hiram  Stevens  Maxim,  a son  of 
Isaac  Weston  and  Harriet  Boston 
(Stevens)  Maxim  was  born  in  Sanger- 
ville,  Maine,  February  5,  1840.  He 
came  to  Fitchburg  in  1861  or  1862,  and 
was  here  employed  in  the  machine 
works  of  a maternal  uncle,  Levi  Stev- 
ens, whose  shop  was  on  the  site  of  the 
Fitchburg  Hardware  Company  and 


the  Rollstone  block.  From  Fitchburg 
he  went  to  Boston  where  he  was  a 
draughtsman  of  a plant  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  philosophical  instru- 
ments. Later  he  was  engaged  in  ship- 
building in  New  York.  His  earlier  in- 
ventions included  several  improve- 
ments in  steam  engines,  original  auto- 
matic gas  machines,  and  incandescent 
lamps.  In  1881  he  removed  to  England, 
where  he  now  resides,  and  where  he 
has  perfected  many  devices  in  elec- 
trical application,  in  firearms  and  ex- 
plosives. Before  he  sailed  from  his 
native  land,  the  Maxim  gun  was  a 
matured  conception  of  his  mind,  but 
the  application  of  the  invention  was 
completed  in  England.  The  gun  is 
automatic,  and  utilizes  the  force  of  the 
recoil  in  loading  and  firing  at  the  rate 
of  over  seven  hundred  and  fifty  shots 


each  minute.  In  later  years  his  study 
has  originated  and  matured  many  de- 
vices in  the  field  of  motors  of  many 
kinds,  smokeless  powder  and  aerial 
navigation.  He  is  a member  of  the 
principal  scientific  societies  of  Europe, 
and  in  1901  he  was  knighted  by  Queen 
Victoria. 

Hudson  Maxim,  a younger  brother 
of  Sir  Hiram,  resides  at  Maxim,  New 
Jersey.  He  is  an  inventor  of  smoke- 
less powder,  of  fuses,  and  projectiles. 


In  the  fertile  minds  of  these  brothers 
it  is  a maxim  that  volcanoes  and 
earthquakes  are  soothing  symbols  of 
a possible  explosive. 

In  any  article  descriptive  of  the  in- 
ventions of  Fitchburg  men  and  of  pat- 
ents which  have  been  owned  or  ap- 
plied in  this  city  a proper  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  Putnam  Engine, 
the  Brown  Engine,  the  Blake  Pump, 
the  Holt  design  of  a carriage,  and  pat- 
ents which  have  given  fame  to  the 
manufactures  of  the  Iver  Johnson  com- 
pany. There  are  other  engines  and 
machines  demanding  notice,  and  all 
will  be  included  in  a future  paper  now 
in  preparation. 

In  the  conversion  of  the  wilderness 
into  cultivated  fields  the  burning  of 
brush  preceded  the  planting  of  corn, 
and  the  early  schemes  of  banking  in 
New  England  were  consumed  in 
smoke.  Through  many  failures  the 
solid  and  successful  banks  of  the  pres- 
ent have  been  established.  In  the 
colonial  period  there  was  very  little 
gold  and  silver  in  circulation,  and 
every  issue  of  a paper  currency  by  the 
government  proved  of  uncertain  value. 
In  1740  the  Land  Bank  was  established. 
Unsupported  by  the  government  and 
unprotected  by  the  laws  of  the  prov- 
ince, its  solidity  was  vested  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  an  association  of  men.  The 
subscribers  paid  for  stock  by  notes 
secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate,  and 
this  feature  of  the  scheme  suggested 
the  name  of  the  institution.  There  were 
about  twelve  hundred  stockholders, 
it  was  proposed  to  issue  bills  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  each  bill  of  one 
pound  was  valued  at  three  ounces  of 
silver.  The  scheme  was  bitterly  op- 
posed by  Governor  Belcher,  and  was  fi- 
nally dissolved  by  an  act  of  Parliament. 

It  required  years  to  gather  in  the 
scattered  assets  of  the  bank,  and  to 
adjust  the  claims  of  the  stockholders, 
and  many  men  of  moderate  means 
were  financially  ruined. 

This  was  the  first  bank  in  which 
the  people  of  Lunenburg  were  Involved. 
Among  the  stockholders,  eighteen  were 
men  of  Lunenburg,  and  some  of  these 
were  residents  of  the  part  of  the  orig- 
inal township  now  Fitchburg.  They 
were  Josiah  Bailey,  Sarah  Bailey, 
Hilkiah  Boynton,  Isaac  Farnsworth, 
Benjamin  Goodridge,  Benjamin  Gould, 
John  Grout,  William  Johnson,  Joseph 
Moffat,  William  Moffat,  Jeremiah  Nor- 
cross,  David  Page,  Abel  Platts,  David 
Pope,  Samuel  Reed,  William  Wallace, 
Ephraim  Wetherbee  and  Jonathan 
Whitney. 

If  I were  to  suggest  a formula  for 
the  composition  of  an  ideal  American 
city,  ample  provision  would  be  made 
for  a happy  combination  of  many  ele- 
ments of  population.  If  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  a city  were  of  one  nationality, 
we  should  behold  a human  landscape 
of  continuous  plain,  rising  perhaps  to 
the  dignity  of  tableland,  but  without 
mountains  and  valley,  without  hillside 


and  intervale.  Into  the  even  and  tested 
warp  of  the  native  American  let  us 
weave  the  buoyant  temperament  of 
the  Irish,  the  vivacity  of  the  French, 
the  thought  and  deliberation  of  the 
German,  the  industry  and  frugality  of 
the  Swede  and  Finn,  the  acquisitive- 
ness of  the  Jew,  and  if  we  add  a slight 
sprinkling  of  the  Italian  and  Greek, 
we  have  the  familiar  venders  of  fruit, 
with  occasional  employment  fc.^  the 
local  police. 
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CROCKER,  BURBANK  & CO. 


Inc. 


The  Firm  That  Has  For  Sixty  Years  Given  Fitchburg 
Prestige  As  a Paper  Manufacturing  City 


Though  Fitchburg  has  more  than 
most  New  England  cities  a reputation 
for  varied  industrial  enterprises,  there 
are  particular  pursuits  carried  on  here 
that  most  largely  contribute  to  the 
fame  this  city  enjoys  as  a manufac- 
turing center. 

No  concern  has  assisted  more  widely 
to  the  prestige  of  our  city  than  Crock- 
er, Burbank  & Co.,  manufacturers  of 
book,  card,  and  Bristol  papers,  and  as 
the  business  has  been  continued  since 
1850  under  this  firm  name,  its  history 
is  parallel  with  Fitchburg’s  period  of 
greatest  development  and  advancement. 

As  a manufacturer  of  high-grade 
paper,  the  company’s  record  has  been 
one  of  progress  and  expansion,  and  if 
not  one  of  the  largest  producers  in  the 
country,  it  is  one  whose  output  has  no 
superior,  and  its  particular  product  has 
an  undeniable  reputation  for  quality, 
serviceability  and  high-class  work- 
manship. 

Formerly  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  newspaper,  in  addition  to  other 
qualities,  it  has  in  more  recent  years 
eliminated  the  newspaper  stock  to 
give  concentrated  attention  to  its  high- 
grade  products,  with  the  result  that  a 
larg'er  trade  has  been  secured,  and  par- 
tlcuUu-  reputation  gained  for  the  qual- 


ity of  its  book,  card,  and  Bristol 
papers. 

These  products  are  sold  not  only  in 
the  United  States,  but  have  a market 
in  many  foreign  countries,  being  sold 
to  consumers  and  jobbers.  The  mar- 
kets the  local  company  supplies  may 
be  somewhat  estimated  when  it  is 
known  that  the  daily  product  of  the 
plant  is  over  two  hundred  tons. 

The  company’s  buildings  extend 
more  than  a mile  and  a half  along  the 
Nashua  river.  In  Internal  affairs,  the 
company  is  never  at  a standstill.  Con- 
struction work  is  constantly  going  on. 
and  improved  machinery  being  in- 
stalled, so  that  as  a modern  and  com- 
pletely equipped  plant  there  is  none 
in  the  east  more  efficiently  organized 
or  operated. 

The  plant  now  comprises  eight  mills, 
and  gives  employment  to  seven  hun- 
dred people.  This  result  has  been  ef- 
fected from  a modest  beginning  when 
one  stone  mill  was  occupied,  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  of  paper  manufac- 
tured, and  a handful  of  people  em- 
ployed. 

In  its  varying  stages  of  develop- 
ment, Crocker,  Burbank  & Co.  has  been 
one  of  the  industries  upon  which  our 
city  placed  entire  reliance.  It  has 


been  operated  almost  without  cessa- 
tion, and  giving  employment  to  skilled 
men,  it  has  been  the  means  of  liveli- 
hood for  a most  desirable  part  of  the 
population,  and  through  wages  dis- 
bursed has  had  an  influence  on  every 
movement  that  has  affected  the  up- 
building of  this  community. 

Its  present  pay-roll  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  city.  Add  to  this  the 
expenses  of  administration,  transporta- 
tion, materials,  and  other  items  of  or- 
ganization and  operation,  and  we  find 
this  corporation  the  center  of  a wheel 
around  which  much  of  the  prosperity 
of  Fitchburg  revolves. 

From  the  founding  of  the  business 
in  1850,  it  was  controlled  by  men  who 
were  interested  in  municipal  develop- 
ment as  well  as  in  their  private  affairs, 
and  Hon.  Alvah  Crocker  will  always 
be  remembered  as  the  man  who  secured 
the  first  railroad  for  Fitchburg,  and 
was  first  president  of  the  Fitchburg 
railroad,  and  the  Vermont  & Massa- 
chusetts Railroad  in  1845.  He  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper  by  hand 
in  1826.  In  1851  he  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Gardner  S.  Burbank,  and  on 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Burbank  in  1866, 
other  members  of  the  Crocker  family 
became  associated  with  him,  though 


he  remained  the  head  of  the  business 
until  his  death  in  1876. 

Others  who  have  been  active  in  the 
concern  are  his  son,  the  late  Hon. 
Charles  T.  Crocker,  who  was  ably  fitted 
to  carry  on  the  father’s  strong  busi- 
ness principles,  and  who  directly  is 
responsible  for  paper-making  improve- 
ments which  today  are  being  univer- 
sally used  in  the  more  modern  mills; 
George  F.  Fay,  S.  E.  Crocker,  George 
H.  Crocker,  Alvah  Crocker,  Edward  S. 
Crocker,  and  Charles  T.  Crocker,  Jr. 
The  business  was  incorporated  in  Jan- 
uary, 1909,  with  George  H.  Crocker, 
president,  and  Alvah  Crocker,  secretairy 
and  treasurer. 

The  public  spirit  that  was  character- 
istic of  the  founder  of  the  business  has 
never  been  lacking  in  his  successors. 
They  are  men  who  have  been  trained 
and  developed  in  the  paper-making  in- 
dustry, and  they  have  almost  as  in- 
tuitively followed  the  steps  of  their 
ancestor  in  community  interests,  giv- 
ing their  time  and  Influence  to  munic- 
ipal and  financial  betterments,  exercis- 
ing their  integrity  and  sagacity  for  the 
welfare  of  our  city.  Identifying  the  in- 
terests and  progress  of  Crocker,  Bur- 
bank & Co.,  with  the  general  good  and 
prosperity  of  the  community. 
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FITCHBURG  PAPER  CO. 


An  Industry  With  Which  Fitchburg's  Most  Noted 

Family  Has  Long  Been 
Connected 


Though  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.  was 
the  industry  with  which  the  late  Hon. 
Rodney  Wallace  was  the  longest  and 
most  closely  identified,  that  enterprise 
never  absorbed  all  his  activities  and 
initiative,  nor  has  it  entirely  engrrossed 
the  energies  of  his  sons  and  successors, 
Herbert  I,  and  George  R.  Wallace. 

They  have  made  the  continuance  and 
expansion  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co. 
a primary  pursuit,  but  like  their  parent 
have  distributed  their  resources  in  va- 


rious directions  that  have  been  helpful 
to  our  city,  and  aided  the  promotion 
and  encouragement  of  new  industries. 

The  Fitchburg  Paper  Company,  dat- 
ing back  to  1869,  when  it  became  the 
sole  property  of  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace, 
has  always  been  a distinctive  indus- 
try of  this  city,  and  its  products  have 
done  much  to  further  the  reputation 
of  Fitchburg  as  a manufacturing  cen- 
ter, while  its  operations  have  been 
beneficial  to  the  community,  through 


the  people  employed,  wages  distributed, 
administration  expenses  that  have 
gone  through  local  channels,  and  the 
general  fostering  care  that  has  been 
exhibited  by  the  proprietors. 

The  capacity  of  the  company  has 
been  largely  developed  so  that  the  out- 
put of  twenty-five  tons  of  paper  in 
earlier  days  has  been  advanced  to  six- 
ty-five tons;  the  first  old  mill,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  eight  years  ago,  was 
replaced  by  a modern  structure;  a new 


brick  building  was  erected  a year  ago 
and  six  machines  are  now  operated, 
and  the  plant  extended  along  both 
sides  of  the  Nashua  river  has  been 
reequipped  as  inventions  have  taken 
place  in  paper  machinery;  so  that  it 
now  stands  as  one  of  Fitchburg’s  most 
modern  and  successful  as  well  as 
of  its  most  thriving  organizatiof/*' 

The  products  of  the  comp?  -’ 
card,  book,  coating,  and  han?*^^.^P^' 
pers,  and  are  used  largely 
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FITCHBURG  PAPER  CO. 


graphic  work,  fancy  post  cards,  and 
high-grade  wall  papers.  The  output 
goes  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
but  is  largely  purchased  this  side  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Giving  employment  to  two  hundred 
hands,  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Company  is 
the  source  of  livelihood  for  many 
skilled  operatives,  who  have  families 
depending  upon  them,  and  the  per- 
manency of  their  work,  together  with 
the  satisfactory  wages  paid  them,  make 
them  a most  desirable  class  of  cit- 
izens, whose  earnings  and  expenditures 
have  a bearing  upon  every  movement 
In  community  life. 

The  Fitchburg  Paper  Company  has 
erected  dwellings  in  the  vicinity  of  its 
mills,  and  in  that  measure  and  others 
have  shown  their  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare and  advancement  of  its  people. 

In  1879,  Herbert  I.  Wallace  and 
George  R.  Wallace  were  admitted  to 
this  business,  and  since  the  death  of 
their  father,  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace,  they 
have  remained  the  sole  proprietors. 

Though  devoting  interest  and  ex- 
perience to  the  successful  operation 
of  this  industry,  these  two  prominent 
Fitchburg  citizens  have  been  influen- 
tial and  effective  in  the  promotion  and 
encouragement  of  other  enterprises, 
and  their  financial  strength  and  busi- 
ness acumen  have  been  availab'e,  where 
the  object  seemed  worthy  or  where  the 
welfare  of  the  community  might  be 
enhanced. 

They  are  investors  in  a number  of 
our  textile  industries,  and  the  fact  that 
the  Messrs.  Wallace  supported  some 
of  these  enterprises  not  only  gave  the 
concerns  needful  backing,  but  gave  the 
public  assurance  that  such  organiza- 


tions would  be  soundly  and  uprightly 
conducted,  and  that  they  would  be 
helpful  to  our  city  in  general. 

A few  of  the  offices  held  by  these 
gentlemen  may  indicate  the  extent  of 
their  interests  and  influence. 

Herbert  I.  Wallace  is  president  of  the 
Fitchburg  National  Bank,  treasurer  of 
the  Fitchburg  Yarn  Co.,  and  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Fitchburg  & Leominster 
Street  Railway  Co.  He  is  a trustee  of 
the  Wallace  Library  and  Art  Build- 
ing, which  was  given  to  the  city  by  the 
late  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 

George  R.  Wallace  is  president  of 
the  Grant  Yarn  Co.,  of  Shirreffs  Wor- 
sted Co.,  of  the  Fitchburg  Safe  De- 
posit & Trust  Co.,  a trustee  of  the 
Fitchburg  Savings  Rank,  a director  of 
the  Fitchburg  Railroad  Co.,  of  the 
Fitchburg  Yarn  Co.,  of  the  Fitchburg 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  of  the 
Putnam  Machine  Co.  Mr.  Wal- 
lace is  also  a factor  in  state  and 
national  politics,  and  has  had  appoint- 
ive and  elective  offices  that  show  the 
esteem  with  which  the  people  regard 
him,  and  the  distinction  in  which  he 
is  held  outside  of  this  Immediate  com- 
munity. 

The  office  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper 
Co.  is  in  the  Wallace  building  on  Main 
street,  one  of  the  modern  edifices  in 
our  city. 

Not  only  is  the  name  of  Wallace 
linked  indissolubly  with  the  manu- 
facturing growth  of  Fitchburg,  but 
with  its  educational  and  charitable 
history.  The  late  Rodney  Wallace 
was  the  city’s  most  generous  bene- 
factor. He  gave  to  the  city,  at  a cost 
of  $84,000,  the  splendid  library  which 
bears  his  name,  the  building  being 


dedicated  in  1885.  Later  he  gave  the 
Wallace  Way,  the  beautiful  granite 
approach  to  the  high  school  building. 
In  1894,  he  gave  to  the  town  of 


HON.  RODNEY  WALLACE 


Rindge,  in  memory  of  his  wife,  the 
beautiful  Ingalls  library,  and  Wallace 
house,  at  Northampton,  is  one  of  the 
best  of  the  Smith  college  houses. 

He  never  sought  a political  office 
and  declined  many,  but  he  did  not 
shirk  his  public  duties.  He  served  as 


selectmen  in  the  days  when  Fitchburg 
was  a town,  and  later  represented  the 
city  in  the  legislature.  He  was  in  the 
executive  council  from  1880  to  ’83. 
during  the  reign  of  Governor  Long, 
and  from  1889  to  1891  was  member 
of  Congress  from  the  old  11th  con- 
gressional district. 

The  energy  and  financial  ability  dis- 
played by  Mr.  Wallace  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  business  created 
strong  demands  for  his  advice  and 
aid  in  the  affairs  of  others,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serv- 
ing as  an  officer  or  director  in  many 
of  the  largest  concerns  of  this  city. 
His  judgment  and  financial  aid  w'ere 
strong  factors  in  the  establishment  of 
many  manufacturing  plants  which  are 
now  giving  employment  to  thousands 
of  the  city’s  working  men  and  women, 
and  to  all  the  enterprises  which  he 
fostered  he  ever  lent  his  strong  sup- 
port. 

Rodney  Wallace  was  a descendant 
of  Robert  Wallis,  who  settled  in  Ips- 
wich, Mass.,  in  1639,  and  he  inherit- 
ed the  sterling  qualities  of  heart  and 
mind  which  were  typical  of  many  of 
the  men  who  laid  the  foundations  of 
a great  country.  He  was  born  in  New 
Ipswich,  N.  H.,  Dec.  21,  1823,  and  at 
the  age  of  12  went  to  live  with  a 
farmer  in  Ashburnham.  At  the  age 
of  16  he  was  driving  a team,  carrying 
the  products  of  farms  and  manu- 
facturing plants  from  Ashburnham  to 
Boston,  a work  which  he  followed  for 
four  years.  He  then  moved  to  Rindge 
and  in  1853  came  to  this  city,  where 
he  quickly  made  for  himself  the 
openings  which  led  to  wealth  and  high 
esteem.  He  died  on  Feb  27,  1 103. 
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REAR  VIEW  OF  MILLS 


LOUIS  DEJONGE  CO. 


Surface-Coated  Paper  Manufactured  in  Fitchburg  by 
Successful  Organization  with  National  Rep- 
utation of  Long  Standing 


It  is  a very  old  saying  that  suc- 
cess breeds  success,  and  to  make  this 
axiom  applicable  to  our  city  it  may 
be  said  that  one  successful  industry 
encourages  another.  It  is  a fact  that 
the  Louis  Dejonge  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  surface-coated  paper,  were  attracted 
to  Fitchburg  on  account  of  the  paper 
mills  here,  and  the  facilities  our  city 
affords  for  transportation  accommo- 
dations. That  and  its  reputation  as  a 
manufacturing  center,  to  which  a de- 
sirable class  of  operatives  is  attracted, 
have  been  features  that  assisted  in 
its  more  recent  growth  and  prosperity. 

The  Louis  Dejonge  Co.,  as  a manu- 
facturer of  surface-coated  paper,  has 
been  near  its  base  of  supplies  since  it 
acquired  the  former  Mitchell  Manu- 
facturing plant,  corner  of  Cleghorn 
street  and  Oak  Hill  avenue,  in  1900. 


This  structure,  then  a comparatively 
new  building,  since  much  enlarged, 
has  been  modernly  and  completely 
equipped  by  the  Dejonge  company,  so 
that  in  utility,  modern  installation  and 
methods  this  concern  has  a plant  as 
finely  constructed  and  as  economical 
of  operation  as  any  in  New  England. 

Such  features  are  of  importance 
when  the  products  of  an  establishment 
are  of  such  a high  quality  as  the  De- 
jonge company’s.  The  conditions  un- 
der which  work  is  performed  are 
shown  in  the  quality  of  the  output, 
and  this  corporation  has  a national 
reputation  for  its  high-grade  surface- 
coated  paper. 

The  company  is  not  a manufacturer 
of  paper  in  the  sense  of  producing  the 
“middles”  or  foundation  to  which  its 
coating  is  applied,  but  purchases  its 


supplies  largely  from  Fitchburg  paper 
mills  or  from  those  in  different  parts 
of  New  England  that  can  make  ship- 
ments here  conveniently.  The  surface- 
coating applied  is  a special  process  of 
the  Dejonge  company,  and  in  the  mak- 
ing of  paper  for  art  work,  calendar, 
catalogue,  label.  Illustrated  book,  litho- 
graphic and  three-color  halftone  print- 
ing, it  has  a reputation  which  is  not 
surpassed  by  any  manufacturers  in 
similar  lines. 

Though  the  company  is  a separate 
corporation  from  Louis  Dejonge  & Co. 
of  New  York,  it  is  a branch  of  the 
same.  Louis  Dejonge,  Jr.,  is  presi- 
dent, Ernest  W.  Zeatgest,  vice-presi- 
dent, M.  Emil  Dejonge,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  op- 
erations, and  in  the  number  of  its  em- 


ployees, that  has  marked  this  concern 
among  the  important  ones  of  this 
community. 

About  two  hundred  and  fifty  people 
are  employed — a number  of  material 
consideration,  as  many  of  them  have 
families  depending  upon  them,  and 
their  livllhood  and  welfare  naturally 
has  a bearing  upon  many  other  en- 
terprises to  which  their  patronage  is 
given. 

In  consequence,  then,  the  Dejonge 
company  has  practically  benefited  this 
city,  and  the  reputation  it  holds  among 
paper  manufacturers  and  consumers 
of  surface-coated  paper  is  not  only 
creditable  to  the  corporation,  and  its 
representative  here,  but  casts  a re- 
flected light  and  fame  upon  Fitchburg 
— the  city  where  its  manufacturing 
operations  take  place. 
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DEJONGE  MILLS  VIEW  FROM  OAK  HILL  ROAD 


DEJONGE  MILLS— SOME  OF  THE  CALENDERS 
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Fitchburg  Fifty  Years  Hence 

By  ROBERT  S.  PARKS 


It  is  said  that  only  fools  prophesy. 
Having  been  elected  the  prophet — or 
shall  I say  the  fool — I seize  this  op- 
portunity, and  my  pen,  to  qualify  for 
the  position. 

Let  me  see — likewise  let  me  rub  my 
chin  and  speculate. 

Fitchburg  fifty  years  hence!  That 
will  be  1961.  One  can  afford  to  take 
long  chances,  for  the  people  who  sell 
life  insurance  guarantee  that  the 
writer  will  not  be  here  at  that  time. 

The  first  thing  to  come  to  mind  is: 
How  large  a place  will  Fitchburg  be 
fifty  years  hence? — and  if  so,  why? 

One  of  the  best  ways  of  judging  the 
future  is  by  the  past.  The  history  of 
nations,  of  cities,  of  families,  of  indi- 
viduals, bears  this  out  more  or  less. 
So  if  Fitchburg  keeps  on  growing  for 
fifty  years,  after  the  manner  of  the 
last  one  hundred  and  twenty-one,  we 
shall  have  a municipality  of  176,765 
souls. 

So  hold  fast  to  that  which  we  now 
term  real  estate. 

Speaking  of  real  estate  leads  me  to 
answer  the  question  that  I hear  you 
Involuntarily  asking — Where  will  these 
176,765  souls  habitate?  In  the  crowded 
valley  of  the  Nashua? 

Have  you  a farm  in  Lunenburg? 
.Things  may  do  the  historic  reverse. 
The  parent  town  of  Lunenburg  may 
evolve  into  the  child.  Fitchburg  once 
a part  of  Lunenburg,  what  is  to  pre- 
vent Lunenburg  becoming  a part  of 
Fitchburg? 

The  tendency  of  growth  will  be 
toward  the  East — Lunenburg  for  the 
residences,  the  valleys  of  the  Nashua 
and  Falulah  Brook  for  the  manufactur- 
ing and  railroading  facilities. 

And  the  people  of  this  future  city? 
What  sort  will  they  be?  Will  the  im- 
ported absorb  the  natives,  or  will  the 
natives  absorb  the  imported? 

Here  again  history  will  repeat  it- 
self. Society  invariably  dies  off  at  the 
top  and  comes  up  from  the  bottom. 
In  fifty  years  a family  that  can  trace 
unadulterated  New  England  ancestry 
will  be  hard  to  find,  still  the  inhabi- 
tants will  be  Yankees  all. 

They  come  as  foreigners — their  chil- 
dren become  New  Englanders,  and  the 
New  England  spirit  will  dominate  these 
people. 

And  what  sort  of  burg  will  this, 
the  most  picturesque  city  in  New  Eng- 
land, become? 

Always  a city  of  diversified  indus- 
tries, many  of  them  large,  it  will  be 
a haven  for  the  small  manufacturer. 


Evolving  along  its  present  orbit,  it  will 
become  more  and  more  of  a manu- 
facturing city. 

More  than  this,  it  will  evolve  into 
one  of  the  chief  railroad  centers  of 
New  England.  Situated  in  almost  the 
geographic  center  of  New  England — 
on  the  main  line  of  one  of  the  princi- 
pal railroad  highways  to  and  from 
the  West,  it  cannot  fail  of  railroad 
importance. 

Freight  congestion  in  and  about  the 
metropolitan  district  will  have  become 
so  great  in  fifty  years,  railroad  facil- 
ities must  be  extended;  hence  the 
mantle  of  railroad  importance  that 
goes  with  them  naturally  will  settle 
on  Fitchburg.  And  what  could  be 
plainer  than  a great  jobbing  center? 

For  manufacture  — transportation  — 
distribution — each  hinges  on  the  other. 

Four  tracks — or  more — but  easily 
four,  will  be  needed  the  whole  length 
of  the  Fitchburg  (Hoosac  Tunnel 
Line)  Division,  six  from  Fitchburg, 
east  to  Boston;  four  to  Providence 
and  the  South. 

The  gyroscope  will  be  perfected  so 
that  the  present  double  tracks  will 
provide  the  four  tracks  for  the  single 
rail  cars. 

With  these  refinements  and  the 
electrification  of  the  railroads,  is  it 
unreasonable  to  predict  a doubling  of 
our  present  speed?  A journey  to  Bos- 
ton then,  of  not  over  thirty-five  min- 
utes, will  develop  Fitchburg  somewhat 
as  a suburban  town. 

Fifty  years  will  see  many  changes 
in  city  government.  Will  women  v'ote 
— and  be  eligible  to  office? 

I think  so. 

It  will  be  considered  a privilege  and 
not  an  irksome  duty  to  attend  caucuses 
and  elections.  Elections  will  mean 
more.  In  municipal  elections,  the  vot- 
ing will  be  for  individuals,  not  parties. 
I look  for  true  patriotism  to  replace 
patrimony. 

Small  boards  of  government — call  it 
a commission  form  if  you  will — of  ef- 
ficient, well-paid,  honest  men,  will  con- 
trol. Their  authority  will  be  large, 
their  responsibilities  great — but  after 
all  the  stockholders  of  this  municipal 
corporation  with  "the  initiative,  the 
referendum  and  the  recall”  will  hold 
the  reins. 

And  drive  intelligently! 

Efficiency  in  government  is  but  a re- 
flection of  efficiency  of  constituents. 
The  great  conservation  movements 
now  started  will  be  in  full  swing.  Not- 
withstanding a denser  population. 


Massachusetts’  present  three  million 
waste  acres  will  be  thickly  wooded  or 
skilfully  tilled. 

Fitchburg,  as  the  center  for  a large 
area  of  this  intensive  forestry  and 
farming,  will  be  a large  and  important 
market  and  depot  for  these  products 
of  the  field. 

The  conservation  of  natural  re- 
sources will  be  but  a reflection  of  the 
conservation  of  all  other  resources 
of  capital,  of  labor,  of  men  and  women 
and  of  potential  men  and  women — the 
children. 

The  next  fifty  years  will  see  a great 
industrial  growth.  New  England,  con- 
nected to  the  West  by  the  Panama 
canal,  will  stride  in  manufacturing  and 
shipping  in  a way  that  will  astonish 
those  of  the  present  day  who  will  live 
to  see  its  expansion. 

Fitchburg  will  be  a busy  place. 

A busy  place  begets  busy  men.  Men 
who  are  busy  have  little  time  and  less 
occasion  for  petty  trade  quarrels. 
Business  ethics  will  be  on  a broad, 
high  plane  in  which  each  business  man 
recognizes  his  rival’s,  his  customer’s, 
and  his  employee’s  rights. 

Consolidation  and  cooperation  will  be 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Employers  and  employees  will  work 
together  for  the  greater  profit  of  each, 
and,  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem, 
with  a lessened  commodity  price  to 
the  consumer. 

Trades  unions  working  in  concert 
with  the  employer  will  help  in  this, 
and  more.  They  will  modify  their 
views.  Instead  of  the  fixed  wage  there 
will  be  the  profit  sharing  idea,  giving 
incentive  to  the  most  skilful.  The 
trades  union,  to  live,  must  guarantee 
the  skill  and  the  character  of  its  mem- 
bers. 

By  this  means  strikes  and  lockouts 
will  be  cast  aside  as  an  old  machine 
that  has  outworn  its  usefulness,  if  in- 
deed such  usefulness  ever  existed. 

It  will  not  be  found  profitable  to 
employ  child  labor,  but  cheaper  to 
wait;  to  educate  the  child  into  some- 
thing better,  more  skilful,  more  re- 
munerative. 

Under  the  Intensive  conditions  that 
seem  inevitable,  I feel  certain  that 
eight  hours,  or  less,  will  constitute  a 
working  day. 

To  offset  this,  the  same  factory  op- 
erating two  or  three  shifts  can  pro- 
duce much  more  with  less  in  the  way 
of  fixed  charges. 

There  will  be  a great  cooperation  be- 
tween the  schools  and  the  laboring 


classes.  Instead  of  trying  to  educate 
the  child  away  from  work,  the  schools 
will  seek  to  educate  him  into  it. 

While  the  school  will  in  no  sense 
take  the  place  of  apprenticeship,  ap- 
prenticeship will  be  shorter,  because  of 
education  toward  a given  end. 

As  now,  good  blacksmiths  or  car- 
penters may  try  to  preach,  teach,  or 
leech,  depending  on  which  “learned 
profession”  they  clutter  with  their 
presence,  but  the  opportunity  to  de- 
velop latent  manual  skill  will  be  given 
first. 

Given  a skilful,  well-educated  peo- 
ple, inventive  genius,  for  which  the 
Yankee  always  has  had  more  or  less 
reputation,  will  positively  surge. 

Machines,  which  will  make  ours  of 
today  look  like  toys,  will  be  a matter 
of  course. 

The  sciences  will  be  used  afid  re- 
spected; the  guess  and  rule-of-thumb 
eliminated. 

Shall  I predict  that  the  sun’s  rays— 
or  the  mighty  power  of  the  waves  of 
the  ocean  or  the  tides — shall  be  put 
to  work  ? 

I think  so. 

Shall  I say  that  paper  will  be  made 
from  corn  stalks?  Would  it  seem  too 
visionary  to  assert  that  a pneumatic 
tube  service  for  mail  and  express  will 
operate  to  annihilate  time  between 
Fitchburg  and  other  centers?  Will 
flying  become  commercially  profitable? 
May  electricity  be  extracted  from  coal 
direct,  without  the  medium  of  the 
steam  plant?  May  we  expect  that 
selfsame  electricity  to  be  delivered  to 
our  door  without  wires?  Shall  warmth 
and  light  and  refrigeration  be  a mat- 
ter of  turning  a switch?  Shall  rain 
be  something  to  wait  for  or  something 
to  generate? 

Science  says  all  these  are  possible. 

So  I modestly  presume  to  predict  a 
parcels  post,  a simple  form  of  equit- 
able taxation,  and  a safe  and  sane 
Fourth  of  July. 

A busy,  thrifty,  intelligent  people 
with  an  eye  to  efficiency — municipal 
and  individual — will  have  too  much 
sense  to  be  intemperate. 

The  dispassionate  rule  of  "survival 
of  the  fittest”  will  preclude  tippling. 
Business  and  social  ethics  will  frown 
on  the  abuse  of  liquor.  Malt  liquor 
will  have  the  call,  and  its  manufacture 
regulated  by  the  state. 

I may  be  too  visionary,  but  all  this 
leads  me  to  the  belief  that  crime  and 
insanity  will  be  greatly  reduced;  that 
jails  and  reformatories  will  be  modi- 
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fied  in  their  scope,  and  their  need  di- 
minished. In  meting  out  justice,  as 
we  now  call  it,  the  people  of  fifty  years 
hence  will  try  to  really  reform  the 
criminal — not  incubate  crime. 

The  foundation  for  municipal  thrift 
and  efficiency  comes  from  perfect 
health — mental,  moral,  and  physical. 
Given  good  animals,  and  a long  start 
is  made  toward  clean  thinking  and 
right  living. 

An  able  health  department  will  be 
one  of  the  most  important  departments 
of  Fitchburg's  civic  life.  In  its  hands 
will  lie  the  future  of  many  another 
problem.  The  mission  of  the  doctor 
will  be  to  keep  his  patients  well,  as 
it  will  be  for  the  best  of  lawyers  to 
keep  his  clients  out  of  court. 

Advice  is  cheap?  That  depends  on 
how  much  is  paid  for  it,  and  how  well 
heeded.  It  is  cheap  if  it  prevents 
sickness,  or  precludes  the  necessity  for 
lawsuits. 

The  mission  of  the  health  depart- 
ment will  be  a broad  one — to  keep  a 
city  well,  to  give  advice — more  than 
that,  to  see  that  it  is  followed. 

Its  benign  influence  will  touch  on 
milk  and  water  supply,  and  they  are 
not  to  be  confounded;  on  sewage;  on 
scientific  tenement  houses;  on  fresh 
air;  on  food;  on  smoke  nuisance,  if  In- 
deed. there  will  be  any;  on  playgrounds 
and  how  to  use  them;  on  school  hy- 
giene; on  cemeteries,  if  the  people  of 
fifty  years  hence  shall  be  so  unsani- 
tary as  to  employ  them;  on  clothing; 
on  places  of  human  habitation  and  em- 
ployment; on  how  to  cook  and  how  to 
eat;  on  patent  medicines,  of  which 
there  will  be  few,  and  small  need  for 
those. 

Thus  shall  the  drug  store  become 
rarer — and  the  booze  bazaar  become 
a dispenser  of  supervised  soft  drinks. 

Perhaps  we  have  been  too  general  in 
this  description  of  our  future  city — 
perhaps  too  sanguine. 

Let  us  ask  a few  of  the  practical 
questions  that  must  of  necessity  be 
solved,  and  they  are  not  few  nor  sim- 
ple. 

Where  shall  this  city  of  176,765  souls 
get  its  drinking  water?  I should  say 
that  after  the  dams  had  been  raised  to 
store  all  that  is  possible  with  our 
present  reservoirs,  the  brook  leading 
from  Ashburnham  would  be  next 
available.  And  with  a shift  of  roads 
that  modern  engineering  makes  easy 
an  enormous  watershed  would  be  ad- 
ded. 

After  that,  Naukeag  lake,  in  Ash- 
burnham. 

Before  it  is  delivered  into  the  water 
system,  the  potential  energy  of  this 
great  force  will  be  used  for  generating 
electricity,  so  that  the  city  may  solve 
some  of  its  own  problems  insofar  as 
municipal  uses  for  electricity  are  con- 
cerned. 

Some  time  ago  I saw  a plan  for  a 
“civic  center"  for  Fitchburg.  It  com- 
prehended a central  railway  station 
near  where  the  present  “third  bridge” 
is;  toward  Main  street,  an  open  park; 
a municipal  building  nearly  opposite 
the  present  Monument  square. 


It  would  be  idle  to  predict  that  this 
particular  plan  would  be  adopted.  But 
some  plan  will.  The  platform  of  ef- 
ficiency will  . not  displace  all  idea  of 
the  aesthetic. 

So  I predict  a civic  center  with  a 
municipal  building  that  shall  satisfy 
not  only  practical  needs,  but  which, 
with  its  stately  dignity  and  proportion, 
shall  add  to  the  beauty  that  nature 
has  so  bounteously  bestowed  to  Fitch- 
burg. 

The  people  of  fifty  years  hence  will 
recognize  that,  from  the  standpoint  of 
efficiency,  it  is  cheaper  to  supply  the 
hunger  for  the  artistic  that  is  dormant 
in  all,  than  it  is  to  hire  policemen  to 
keep  order. 

Art  is  cheap  insurance  of  public 
peace. 

So  then  I predict  an  attempt  to  uni- 
fy our  park  system,  by  connecting 
Coggshall  park  on  the  south,  with  the 
Burbank  hospital  grounds  on  the 
north — taking  in  Pearl  Hill,  proceed- 
ing down  the  Falulah  brook,  taking  in 
the  Normal  school,  keeping  on  down 
the  brook  to  its  junction  with  the 
Nashua,  thence  up  the  Nashua. 

This  seems  one  of  the  easiest  of 
prophecies;  a unified  park  system  con- 
necting hill  with  hill,  and  river  by 
boulevard  and  path,  without  detriment 
— nay,  with  advantage — to  manufac- 
turing sites. 

So  then  a premium  will  be  put  on  the 
appearance  of  the  city,  of  its  streets, 
its  parks,  its  “rocks  and  rills  and 
templed  hills,"  its  lakes  and  streams, 
its  buildings  and  grounds,  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  even  its  factories. 

Architecture  and  landscape  garden- 
ing will  ascend  beyond  the  mere  utili- 
tarian. A back  yard  garnished  with 
ash  cans,  and  otherwise  run  down  at 
the  heel,  will  not  be  good  form. 

And  so  I approach  the  end  of  my 
prophecy  without  suggesting  the  so- 
cial or  political  or  individual  trouble 
that  may  be  necessary  to  bring  about 
the  numerous  changes  that  I have 
mentioned,  and  many  more  that  I have 
not. 

I would  like  to  end,  however,  by  say- 
ing that  I have  great  faith  in  the  New 
England  people,  and  in  their  final  judg- 
ments. Mistakes  they  have  made. 
Conservative  they  are.  But  there  is 
a sense  of  solidarity,  of  thrift,  of  pluck, 
of  self-possession,  of  sturdiness,  that 
Fitchburg  typifies  well. 

And  I believe  this  solidarity  and  thrift 
and  sturdiness  is  so  thoroughly  in- 
grained in  their  make-up  that  they 
will  not  as  a people  gather  unto  them- 
selves the  fallacy  that  an  all-wise 
government — meaning  themselves — will 
provide  them  with  a job.  pension  them 
in  their  old  age,  or,  during  their  days 
of  earning,  pay  one  more  than  he  is 
worth,  if  he  hired  himself  out  to  him- 
self. 

I would  not  deprive  a man  of  a 
right  to  earn  his  own  living  in  his 
own  way.  I would  not  see  poverty  or 
crime  increase — nor  the  old  made  un- 
comfortable. And  yet  I would  not  take 
away  the  birthright  of  thrift  and 
sturdiness  from  the  inhabitants  of 


New  England  by  teaching  them  to  be- 
lieve that  if  they  faii,  a benign  govern- 
ment wiil  provide;  which  is  much  the 
same  thing  as  taking  money  out  of  one 
pocket,  and  by  the  process  of  putting 
it  in  the  other,  believing  it  to  be  more. 

I am  not  a Socialist. 

The  honest  Socialist  has  my  respect, 
and  the  business  world  is  unconscious- 
iy  adopting  many  of  his  tenets.  But 
these  tenets  will  be  adopted  more  as 
a working  arrangement  between  em- 
ployed and  employer,  rather  than  be- 
tween citizen  and  state. 

During  all  the  trying  years  while  the 
New  Englander  has  been  making  him- 
self and  his  ideals  almost  a part  of 
these  rugged  hills — nay  more,  has  been 
infusing  his  character  over  half  a con- 
tinent— one  dominant  thought  has  been 
his: 

“It  is  up  to  me.” 

The  sturdy  New  Englander  never 
would  brook  patronizing.  For  nearly 
three  centuries  he  has  been  trained  to 
think  clearly,  and  follow  implicitly 
where  those  thoughts  led.  Carved 
deep  in  the  innermost  recesses  of  the 
New  England  heart  is  the  thought  that 
is  responsible  for  the  typical  New 
England  conscience: 

“It  is  up  to  me.” 

And  finally,  with  the  wish  strongly 
father  to  the  thought,  can  I prophesy 
better  than  to  assert  that,  in  all  its 
significance,  this  sentiment  will  still 
be  doing  business  in  Fitchburg,  fifty 
years  hence? 


FITCHBURG  PHILANTHROPY 

Long  before  the  trend  of  the  times 
and  the  perfection  of  philanthropic  en- 
deavor into  organized  form  brought 
these  expressions  of  sympathy  by  the 
more  fortunate  to  those  less  so  into 
the  “business”  form  it  enjoys  today, 
this  community  had  freely  given  with 
the  right  hand,  the  left  hand  being 
long  unknowing  what  the  other  offered. 

In  due  course  the  Benevolent  Union 
became  “The  Fitchburg  Associated 
Charities.”  whose  office  is  now  the 
clearing  house  of  many  church  and 
personal  endeavors  along  philanthropic 
lines,  cooperating  valuably  with  the 
city’s  poor  department.  The  Anti-Tu- 
berculosis society  uses  the  same  office, 
and  their  cooperative  effort  in  neces- 
sarily closely  associated  directions  is 
most  valuable,  the  latter  having  dis- 
covered a serious  condition  which  it  is 
well  meeting  and  successfully  combat- 
ting. 

The  Did  Ladies’  Home,  the  Union 
Aid  Home  for  Children,  and  Fitchburg 
Helping  Hand  Association,  the  latter 
maintaining  a home  for  working 
women,  are,  like  the  others  named, 
nonsectarian,  and  each  does  a distinct- 
ive and  valuable  work  in  its  own 
sphere. 

Several  of  the  Roman  Catholic  par- 
ishes maintain  large  and  actively  work- 
ing societies  for  philanthropic  work 
within  their  own  boundaries,  support- 
ing institutions  and  doing  a general 


work  that  ministers  in  many  directions. 

Some  of  the  secret  societies,  and  the 
Grand  Army  Post  and  its  allied  and 
subordinate  bodies,  have  their  distinct 
fields  as  well. 

The  Y.  M.  c.  A.  has  a large  member- 
ship drawn  from  every  religious  sect 
in  the  city,  and  its  ample  city  build- 
ing, with  its  lake  privileges  in  the  sum- 
mer, meets  needs  not  supplied  at  home. 


A HEALTHY  CITY 

Fitchburg’s  death  rate  is  remarkably 
low  in  comparison  with  other  cities  in 
Massachusetts.  This  is  due  to  the  high 
altitude,  a pure  water  supply,  the  gen- 
eral cleanliness  of  the  city,  and  the 
prevalence  of  excellent  health  condi- 
tions, in  addition  to  the  activity  of  the 
board  of  health,  cooperating  with  the 
officials  of  Burbank  hospital  and  Fitch- 
burg physicians  in  treating  contaglou,"' 
diseases.  The  average  death  date  in 
Fitchburg  for  the  10  years  from  1901 
to  1910,  inclusive,  has  been  13.87  per 
1000. 

Fitchburg  has  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing had  fewer  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
than  any  other  manufacturing  city  in 
Massaenusetts.  The  death  rate  from 
nervous  diseases  in  this  city  is  smaller 
than  in  any  other  city  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  latest  govern- 
ment statistics. 

While  the  death  rate  decreases,  the 
population  of  Fitchburg  increases,  and 
statistics  show  that  the  birth  rate  is 
in  excess  of  the  death  rate. 

In  1901  the  death  rate  was  larger 
than  in  1910.  Although  there  were  an 
unusually  large  number  of  deaths  from 
contagious  diseases,  especially  typhoid 
fever,  during  1910  the  death  rate  for 
that  year  was  less  than  in  six  of  the 
past  ten  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death 


rate  from 

1901  to  1910,  inclusive: 

Year 

Rate 

Year 

Rate 

1901 

U.87 

1!)06 

. 15.38 

1902 

1907 

. 14.80 

IMS 

1908 

. 14  81 

1904 

11.61 

1909 

. 13.74 

1905 

13.68 

1910 

. 13.35 

OUT-DOOR  RECREATION 

The  park  system  of  Fitchburg  includes 
Coggshall  Park,  208  acres,  and  about 
17  acres  of  smaller  parks  and  play- 
grounds, under  supervision  of  a board 
of  commissioners.  The  playgrounds 
arj  well  distributed,  and  during  the 
summer  are  in  charge  of  efficient  in- 
structors who  are  in  touch  with  the 
most  approved  methods  of  work  for 
the  children.  All  the  system  is  well 
cared  for.  The  smaller  parks  afford  a 
refreshing  interruption  in  the  business 
section,  and  Coggshall  park,  with  its 
woodlands,  hills  and  valleys,  is  a fa- 
vorite resort  for  individuals  or  parties, 
who  may  conveniently  reach  its  en- 
trance by  two  of  the  electric  car  lines. 
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PLANT  OF  THE  PUTNAM  MACHINE  CO. 


PUTNAM  MACHINE  CO. 


One  of  the  Earliest  Established  Industries  in  Fitchburg 
Having  World-Wide  Market  for  Its  Products, 
Maintains  City's  Prestige  in 
Machine  Work 


Though  Fitchburg’s  advancing  strides 
In  various  manufacturing  enterprises 
have  resulted  in  a diversity  of  products 
unknown  to  her  in  earlier  days,  its  old 
reputation  as  a machine  city  is  the 
one  by  which  it  is  most  generally  dis- 
tinguished, and  this  prestige  is  not 
likely  to  be  diminished  while  the  Put- 
nam Machine  Co.  continues  to  operate 
in  this  field,  supplying  a world-wide 
demand  for  its  products,  and  spreading 
the  fame  of  the  corporation  and  city 
to  all  civilized  portions  of  the  globe. 

The  Putnam  Machine  Co.  was  one 
of  the  first  to  gain  prominence  for  this 
city  as  an  industrial  center,  and  for 
more  than  half  a century  it  has  been 
not  only  a leader  in  Fitchburg  indus- 
tries, but  one  of  the  foremost  concerns 
in  the  United  States  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  machinery,  particularly  of  tools 
and  equipment  used  by  railroads. 

The  founders  of  this  concern  were 
the  fathers  of  the  iron  and  steel  busi- 
ness in  this  city,  and  the  initiative  that 
was  shown  back  in  1830  has  been  a 
characteristic  of  this  organization, 
which  has  ever  been  conducted  alertly, 
progressively  and  whole-heartedly. 

The  aim  of  this  company  from  its 
Inception  was  not  to  distribute  its 
forces  or  energy,  but  by  concentrating 
on  certain  lines  of  work  to  give  such 


attention  and  ability  to  them  as  to 
malte  their  products  superior  to  any 
similar  goods  in  the  market.  The  de- 
mand there  has  always  been  for  the 
Putnam  Machine  Co.’s  product  is  proof 
that  the  company’s  ambition  has  been 
attained,  and  its  world-wide  repu- 
tation reflects  credit  upon  our  city  as 
well  as  upon  the  corporation  itself. 

This  company  had  the  distinction  of 
furnishing  the  machinery  for  the  first 
two  machine  shops  erected  in  China, 
and  of  providing  the  drills  and  air  com- 
pressors used  in  the  completion  of  the 
Hoosac  tunnel.  These  operations  of 
earlier  days  have  been  counterbalanced 
by  the  quantities  of  machinery  it  still 
sends  to  China,  also  to  Japan,  Aus- 
tralia, all  over  Canada,  and  the  United 
States,  while  newer  territory  has  been 
recently  taken  up  in  the  Sandwich 
islands,  where  the  Putnam  automatic 
engine  has  been  in  particularly  heavy 
demand. 

In  the  production  of  railroad  ma- 
chinery, in  which  the  Putnam  Ma- 
chine Co.  is  the  leader,  particular  repu- 
tation is  attached  to  its  double-headed 
driving-wheel  lathes,  steel  tire  turn- 
ing lathes,  carwheel  turning  lathes, 
iron  planers  of  all  sorts;  bolt  cutters, 
carwheel  presses,  car  axle  lathes,  car- 
wheel  borers,  and  the  celebrated  orig- 


inal automatic  steam  engine,  the  Put- 
nam Machine  Co.  being  designers  as 
well  as  manufacturers  of  such  rail- 
road machinery,  as  well  as  of  special 
metal-working  machinery  for  mill-work 
and  other  purposes. 

Necessarily  the  Putnam  Machine  Co. 
is  famous  not  only  for  its  finished 
products  but  for  the  specially  tested 
material  that  is  put  into  them;  the 
expert  and  skilful  workmanship  that  is 
applied,  and  the  modern  and  specialized 
machinery  which  it  operates  itself,  as- 
sisting to  economical  as  well  as  supe- 
rior production. 

The  plant  of  the  Putnam  Machine 
Co.  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the 
country  devoted  to  this  class  of  work. 
A group  of  brick  buildings  is  located 
on  Putnam  street,  and  the  main  build- 
ing has  a frontage  of  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet.  The  area  covered  is 
fourteen  acres,  and  on  this  property, 
purchased  in  July,  1866,  shops  were 
erected,  and  the  machinery  was  in  op- 
eration in  January,  1867,  it  being  one  of 
the  most  promptly  fulfilled  construction 
contracts  carried  out  in  that  day  or 
since. 

The  foundry  has  been  enlarged  since, 
and  other  buildings  occupied.  There 
has  been  a continual  replacement  in 
equipment,  so  that  the  company  has 


never  clung  to  obsolete  methods  or 
appliances,  but  has  always  been  In  the 
van  of  progress. 

Three  years  ago,  the  power  installa- 
tion was  entirely  changed,  and  motor- 
driven  machinery  replaced  that  driven 
by  steam,  power  being  furnished  by 
the  new  Connecticut  River  Power  Co. 

The  plant  has  a capacity  of  fite  hun- 
dred employees,  and  the  force  com- 
prises extremely  skilful  mechanics,  in 
all  the  trades  represented. 

The  original  business,  founded  by 
J.  & S.  W.  Putnam  in  1836,  became 
known  as  the  Putnam  Machine  Co.  in 
1854,  and  was  incorporated  in  1858. 
The  present  officers  are  Charles  F. 
Putnam,  president;  Henry  O.  Putnam, 
treasurer;  Salmon  W.  Putnam,  vice- 
president.  These  gentlemen  are  de- 
scendants of  the  founders  of  the  busi- 
ness, have  been  connected  with  it  for 
some  fifty  years,  and  were  trained  and 
promoted  as  their  development  and  ex- 
perience allowed.  The  name  of  Put- 
nam for  two  or  three  generations  has 
been  of  prominence  and  influence  in 
Fitchburg’s  industrial,  civic  and  finan- 
cial circles,  and  the  present  representa- 
tives of  this  family  are  upholding  tra. 
ditions  and  standards  in  Individual  €£. 
forts,  and  comblnedly  as  the  Putnafn 
Machine  Co. 
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FITCHBURG  STEAM  ENGINE  CO . 

FITCHBURG  STEAM  ENGINE  CO. 

One  of  Our  City's  Progressive  Concerns  Which  Sends 
Its  Products  to  All  Parts  of  the  Country 


It  is  not  enough  that  Fitchburg 
should  have  won  its  reputation  as  a 
machine  city  years  ago.  Such  an  hon- 
or would  easily  be  wrested  from  it  if 
the  quality  and  volume  of  product 
that  gave  it  its  earlier  fame,  were  not 
maintained  and  exceeded  at  the  present 
day.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that 
among  the  industries  that  have  an- 
ticipated and  provided  for  modem  de- 
mands is  the  Fitchburg  Steam  Engine 
Co. 

Though  this  company  was  incor- 
porated as  far  back  as  1876,  it  has 
never  rested  upon  laurels  gained,  but 
has  always  striven  for  advancement, 
and  has  earned  the  success  such  a 
policy  should  accomplish. 

Since  1892,  the  company  has  occu- 
pied the  plant  which  it  erected  for  it- 
self on  Oak  Hill  avenue,  though  there 
have  been  constant  changes  in  equip- 
ment. Some  one  has  said  that  the 
success  of  a concern  depends  upon 
what  it  consigns  to  the  scrap  heap, 
and  the  Fitchburg  Steam  Engine  Co. 
has  been  a liberal  exponent  of  this 
principle,  putting  out  its  old  machines 
as  later  inventions  have  been  placed 
upon  the  market,  and  replacing  them 
with  the  most  Improved  and  modern 
types. 

In  the  past  fifteen  years  it  has  added 
extensively  to  the  number  of  sizes  it 
produces  in  steam  engines,  and  now 
offers  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
sets  in  single  cylinder  and  compound 
horizontal  and  vertical  engines. 

The  engines  of  this  company,  used 
extensively  throughout  this  country, 
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and  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  are 
considered  superior  to  many  others 
on  account  of  the  simplicity  of  con- 
struction and  working,  and  closer  reg- 
ulation under  severe  changes  of  load. 
That  they  are  economical  and  durable 
in  operation,  and  are  the  equal  of  any 
made  in  this  country,  is  evinced  by  the 
orders  this  company  fills,  some  of 
which  are  subject  to  the  keenest  com- 
petition. It  has,  for  instance,  furnished 
the  New  York  Public  Library,  one  of 
the  finest  structures  in  this  country, 
with  twenty-four  hundred  horse-power 
for  its  electric  light  plant,  four  en- 
gines being  required,  two  of  eight 
hundred  and  two  of  four  hundred 
horse-power. 


The  La  Salle  Hotel,  advertised  as  the 
most  modern  hostelry  in  the  United 
States,  generates  its  electricity  with 
three  engines,  giving  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty  horse-power,  manu- 
factured by  the  Fitchburg  company. 

The  company  makes  automatic  cut- 
off engines,  vertical  from  twelve  to 
four  hundred  horse-power,  and  hor- 
izontal single  and  compound  from  fif- 
teen to  fifteen  hundred  horse-power. 

The  low-speed  engine,  "The  Fitch- 
burg,” and  the  high  speed,  “The  Chief,” 
are  trademarks  that  are  known 
throughout  this  country,  and  they 
stand  for  reliability  and  efficient  op- 
eration wherever  they  are  installed. 

The  company  maintains  agencies  in 


New  York,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles,  and  Chattanooga,  and  that 
Fitchburg  should  be  the  manufacturing 
headquarters  for  such  widely  separated 
distributing  centers,  is  a high  tribute 
to  the  city. 

The  officers  of  the  (Company  are 
Frederick  Fosdick,  president;  Charles 
Fosdick,  treasurer  and  superintendent; 
William  J.  Clifford,  secretary.  The 
Messrs.  Fosdick  have  been  with  the 
organization  since  it  succeeded  the 
Haskins  Steam  Engine  Company, 
thirty-six  years  ago,  and  they  have 
been  the  promoters  of  the  aggressive 
and  foresighted  movements  that  have 
resulted  in  the  evolution  and  success 
that  has  taken  place  in  that  period. 

The  plant  occupies  two  acres  of 
ground,  has  separate  shops  for  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  construction  work, 
and  gives  employment  to  eighty  to 
eighty-five  men. 

Frederick  Fosdick  was  treasurer  from 
1876  to  1887,  since  which  time  he  has 
held  the  presidency,  and  Charles  Fos- 
dick has  combined  the  office  of  treas- 
urer with  that  of  superintendent. 
Neither  of  them,  however,  has  been 
self-absorbed,  but  both  have  given  up 
their  time  and  efforts  to  community 
affairs.  Hon.  Frederick  Fosdick  is  an 
ex-mayor  of  Fitchburg,  and  Charles 
Fosdick  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  and  in  finan- 
cial circles  or  in  public  office  they  have 
devoted  the  perspicacity  and  integ- 
rity which  has  characterized  their  di- 
rection of  the  Fitchburg  Steam  Engine 
Co.  to  its  present  obvious  success. 


1 


24 


THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


PLANT  OF  WILLIAM  A.  HARDY  & SONS  COMPANY 


WILLIAM  A.  HARDY  & SONS  CO. 


Brass  Founders  and  Manufacturers 

Suction  Plates  For  Paper 


of  Screen  and 
Mills 


Established  1850.  Incorporated  1902 


The  business  conducted  by  the  pres- 
ent company  was  established  in  1850, 
and  has  been  carried  on  at  the  same 
location  continuously  since  that  time. 

Mr.  William  A.  Hardy,  who  took 
over  the  business  In  1861,  learned  the 
moulder’s  trade  at  the  Charlestown 
Navy  Yard,  and  during  his  apprentice- 
ship and  since  then  has  made  an  ex- 
haustive study  of  metallurgy.  Man\- 
valuable  formulas  acquired  by  study 
and  experience  are  still  in  his  pos- 
session. 

In  its  earlier  life  the  business  con- 
ducted was  largely  local,  and  confined 
almost  wholly  to  the  machinery  trade. 
Within  a brief  period,  however,  Mr. 
Hardy  had  patented  and  placed  on  the 


market  an  improved  and  highly  ef- 
ficient journal  bearing.  This  resulted 
in  much  business  from  the  railroads 
not  only  in  this  vicinity,  but  from 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  as  well. 

Mr.  Hardy,  believing  that  there  was 
another  good  field  for  castings  among 
the  paper  and  pulp  mills,  proceeded 
to  make  a study  of  their  special  re- 
quirements, and  as  a result  secured 
patents  on  sectional  screen  plates. 
These  plates  were  the  first  ever  cast 
in  the  sand,  those  previously  used  be- 
ing rolled  metal. 

These  goods  were  first  placed  on  the 
market  in  1876,  at  which  time  a separ- 
ate company'  under  the  name  of  Hardy 
& Pinder  was  formed.  This  firm  con- 


tinued until  1890,  when  Mr.  Pinder, 
owing  to  ill-health,  sold  out  his  in- 
terest to  William  A.  Hardy.  About 
this  time  Mr.  Hardy’s  two  sons,  Wal- 
ter A.  and  Frank  O.,  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  business,  which  con- 
tinued as  a partnership  until  1902, 
when  it  was  incorporated  under  its 
present  name,  and  with  its  present 
officers  and  stockholders. 

In  1910  the  company  entered  into 
an  agreement  for  the  sole  manufac- 
ture of  the  Spring-Lockwood  screen- 
plate  fastener,  a patented  device  for 
fastening  screen  plates  without  the 
use  of  screws.  This  necessitated  the 
establishment  of  a wood  working  de- 
partment. This  department  is  now  in 


full  operation,  and  equipped  with  the 
most  modern  machinery. 

The  company  has  been  liberal  in  its 
dealings,  progressive  in  its  methods, 
and  up-to-date  in  its  policy  of  keeping 
abreast  of  the  times  in  the  use  of 
modern  equipment.  It  bears  a good 
reputation  not  only  among  those  from 
whom  it  buys,  and  to  whom  it  sells, 
but  also  in  its  relations  with  its  em- 
ployees. There  has  never  been  a 
strike  or  a reduction  in  wages  since 
the  business  was  started. 

Its  goods,  consisting  of  all  kinds 
of  castings,  bearing  metals,  screen 
and  suction  plates,  are  in  use  from 
Maine  to  Oregon,  and  in  Japan,  China, 
Norway,  Sweden,  and  South  America. 
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FITCHBURG  GAS  & ELECTRIC  LIGHT  CO. 


Gas  For  All  Domestic  and  Industrial  Uses.  Electricity 

For  Lighting  and  Power 

Operators  of  Similar  Plants.  Have  Reduced  Prices,  Extended  Facilities 
and  Improved  Service.  Office  256  Main  Street 


Every  fair-minded  person  knows 
what  is  expected  of  public  utilities, 
such  as  gas  and  electric  light,  heat  and 
power,  street  car  service,  telephone  ac- 
commodations, etc.,  and  almost  every- 
one is  prepared  to  have  the  corpora- 
tions providing  them  fall  far  short  of 
what  is  expected  of  them. 

In  this  respect  an  old  saw  comes  to 
mind,  "the  exception  proves  the  rule;" 
for  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  af- 
fairs in  some  municipalities,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  since  the  Tenney  interests 
took  control  of  the  Fitchburg  Gas 
Electric  Light  Co.  no  community  has 
received  better  service  or  been  afforded 
accommodations  superior  to  what 
Fitchburg  is  receiving. 

The  corporation  that  has  been  in 
control  since  January  27,  1909,  has  ex- 
pended in  the  past  two  years  over 
$200,000  for  improvements. 

At  the  gas  works  It  has  overhauled 
the  entire  plant.  Installed  duplicate 
water-gas  machinery,  rearranged  all 
piping,  and  put  in  concrete  and  ammonia 
tanks.  A new  office  building  has  been 
erected,  and  a new  station  meter  for 
gas  Installed:  also  gas  and  electric 
meter  laboratories. 

A new  stable  has  been  built,  and  one 
of  the  buildings  reconstructed  so  as 
to  provide  unusually  good  facilities  for 
itorage  of  the  stock  of  some  $75,000 


worth  of  materials  and  supplies  which 
is  kept  on  hand. 

Several  of  the  buildings  have  been 
re-equipped,  one  of  which  provides  lo- 
cation for  transformers;  an  entirely 
new  electric  switchboard  has  been  in- 
stalled at  a cost  of  $15,000,  and  addi- 
tional mechanical  stokers  have  been 
supplied. 

It  has  installed  a 24-inch  gas  main 
from  the  depot  to  the  Upper  Common, 
where  previously  the  largest  in  use 
was  a 12-inch  main,  and  that  was  laid 
but  a short  distance.  Both  gas  and 
electric  mains  have  been  extended,  and 
$10,000  spent  on  distribution  lines  for 
the  Connecticut  River  Power  Co. 

Yet  these  expenditures  have  not 
meant  expense  to  the  consumers;  on 
the  contrary,  while  the  efficiency  has 
been  advanced,  the  costs  have  been 
lowered.  In  April,  1909,  the  price  of 
gas  was  reduced  from  $1.25  a thou- 
sand feet  to  $1.15.  In  January,  1910. 
the  price  of  electricity  for  power  was 
reduced  from  ten  to  twenty-five  per 
cent.  In  September,  1910,  the  price  of 
electricity  for  lighting  was  reduced 
from  14.4  to  twelve  cents  net. 

The  price  of  municipal  street  light- 
ing was  reduced  in  October,  1910.  The 
rate  for  arc  lights  is  now  $86.40  per 
year,  and  for  40-c.p.  incandescents. 
$18.72  as  compared  with  $95.00  and 


$20.00,  the  prices  paid  during  the  last 
three  years. 

Last  year  the  company  put  out  some 
650  gas  stoves,  and  now  supplies  four 
thousand.  The  number  of  gas  meters 
in  use  is  over  five  thousand,  so  the 
educational  campaign  conducted  by 
this  concern  regarding  the  economy  of 
gas  as  a fuel  for  cooking  and  heat- 
ing has  been  highly  productive  of  re- 
sults. The  ambitious  managers  look 
for  a greater  increase  in  consumers 
this  year,  and  a more  than  propor- 
tionate advance  in  the  use  of  gas 
stoves. 

The  gas  works  owned  by  the  com- 
pany has  a capacity  of  400,000  cubic 
feet,  and  the  present  demand  averages 
three  hundred  thousand  per  day, 
though  it  is  expected  these  figures  will 
be  increased  rapidly. 

A vertical  retort  installation  man- 
ufactured in  England,  and  lately  pur- 
chased and  set  up  by  this  company, 
gives  a dally  capacity  of  250,000  feet. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  modern  inven- 
tions in  gas  manufacturing,  and  is  of 
the  highest  economy,  since  it  is  run 
continuously. 

The  change  of  the  company's  sales- 
rooms to  256  Main  street  in  July,  1909, 
has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the 
organization  and  its  patrons.  Whereas 
formerly  76  per  cent,  of  the  customers 


paid  their  bills  by  check,  now  69  per 
cent,  come  to  the  office. 

The  store  is  one  of  the  most  attrac- 
tively arranged  and  completely  stocked 
in  this  part  of  New  England,  and  this 
to  some  extent  accounts  for  the  ex- 
tensive sale  of  gas  stoves  and  other 
gas  and  electric  fixtures.  The  lines 
carried  are  not  only  of  the  most  im- 
proved makes,  but  ample  and  convinc- 
ing demonstrations  are  given;  and  no 
mercantile  establishment  in  our  city  is 
more  alert  or  pleased  to  show  goods. 

The  original  gas  company  in  Fitch- 
burg was  formed  in  1853,  and  electricity 
was  introduced  in  1890.  The  Tenney 
interests,  controlling  gas  or  electric 
companies  in  sixteen  cities,  came  into 
possession  in  1909,  and  the  officers  are 
C.  H.  Tenney,  Springfield,  president; 
A.  B.  Tenney,  first  vice-president;  D. 
E.  Manson,  second  vice-president; 
Palmer  York,  treasurer;  H.  T.  Sands, 
general  manager;  and  Clifton  R. 
Hayes,  local  manager. 

While  there  is  generally  an  old- 
rooted  prejudice  to  outside  capital 
having  the  charter  or  ownership  of 
any  public  utility,  the  Fitchburg  Gas 
& Electric  Company  has  repeatedly 
earned  the  good-will  of  our  public,  and 
has  demonstrated  what  effectual  or- 
ganization can  do,  and  what  capital 
wisely  expended  can  accomplish. 
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FITCHBURG  SUB-STATION.  CONNECTICUT  RIVER  TRANSMISSION  CO. 

CONNECTICUT  RIVER  TRANSMISSION 

COMPANY 


Operating  Department  of  Important 

Located  in  Fitchburg 


The  service  that  is  offered  by  the 
Connecticut  Kiver  Transmission  Co. 
has  met  with  prompt  acceptance  since 
it  was  presented  to  manufacturers  in 
this  city,  and  to  other  districts  in 
Central  Massachusetts,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  gratification  that  Fitchburg 
was  chosen  as  the  location  for  the 
headquarters  of  the  operating  depart- 
ment of  this  great  corporation. 

This  company  has  a dam  and  power- 
house on  the  Connecticut  xivetr  at 
Vernon,  Vt.,  with  a capacity  of  30,000 
horse-power,  and  has  built  transmis- 
sion lines  through  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Central  Massachu- 
setts, reaching  Wlnchendon,  Gardner, 
Fitchburg,  Clinton  and  Worcester. 

It  supplies  electric  energy  for  power 
and  lighting  to  the  various  cities  and 
towns  along  the  way,  and  its  services 
have  been  immediately  accepted  by 
uianufacturers  and  lighting  companies 
along  its  lines,  thus  showing  its  great 
economic  value  to  the  territory. 

The  Gardner  Electric  Light  Co.  se- 
cures its  supply  from  this  source,  and 
in  turn  furnishes  electric  service  to 
Ashburnham  and  Templeton.  It  is 
about  to  extend  its  lines  to  Winchen- 
don,  Westminster,  Hubbardston  and 
Bar  re. 


In  Clinton  the  immense  factories  of 
the  Lancaster  Mills  take  their  power 
from  this  company,  and  in  Marlboro, 
the  Marlboro  Electric  Co.,  which  dis- 
tributes to  the  towns  of  Berlin,  North- 
boro,  Westboro  and  Shrewsbury. 

The  American  Steel  & Wire  Co.,  Os- 
good Bradley  Car  Co.,  Norton  Grinding 
Co.,  Morgan  Spring  Co.,  Worcester 
tressed  Steel  Co.,  all  of  Worcester,  are 
under  contract  with  the  Transmission 
Co.  for  their  power  requirements,  and 
negotiations  are  constantly  in  progress 
with  other  towns  and  manufacturers. 

The  crew  of  nearly  one  hundred 
men  that  is  employed  in  directing  and 
operating  this  important  industry  have 
their  headquarters  in  this  city,  and 
many  of  them  were  brought  from  other 
places,  so  that  this  company  has  been 
instrumental  in  attracting  to  our  city 
an  expert  and  well-paid  class  of  op- 
eratives, who  are  most  desirable  resi- 
dents in  any  community. 

The  services  offered  by  such  a cor- 
poration, in  affording  the  power  for 
the  operation  of  mills  and  factories, 
are  by  demonstration  the  most  econ- 
omical that  can  be  produced,  in  proof 
of  which  Crocker,  Burbank  & Co.  have 
recently  had  the  Connecticut  River 


Transmission  Co.’s  installation  placed 
in  all  of  iheir  mills,  and  in  their  new 
mills  under  construction  are  relying 
entirely  on  Connecticut  River  service 
for  power  and  lighting,  while  the  Falu- 
lah  Paper  Co.  has  had  its  mill  wholly 
re-equipped,  supplanting  its  steam 
power  with  electricity. 

The  Parkhill  Mfg.  Co.  is  also  oper- 
ated by  electricity,  and  the  Cleghorn 
mill  of  this  corporation  was  the  first 
one  in  Fitchburg  to  be  installed  by 
tne  Connecticut  River  Co.,  and  the 
second  with  which  this  corporation 
had  a contract. 

The  Louis  DeJonge  Paper  Co.  was 
also  one  of  the  original  customers  of 
the  company,  and  found  this  source  of 
power  so  economical  and  efficient  that 
they  were  justified  in  changing  from 
their  own  high-class  steam  turbine 
plant. 

An  arrangement  is  also  in  force  with 
the  Fitchburg  Gas  & Electric  Light 
Co.  whereby  it  secures  its  supply  from 
the  Connecticut  River  Co.  at  times, 
and  is  prepared  to  furnish  steam  pow- 
er to  that  company  in  case  of  accident 
or  emergency. 

As  the  Transmission  company  is  a 
wholesaler  of  electrical  energy,  the 
quantity  taken  in  proportion  to  the 


Industry 


number  of  customers  is  extraordinary, 
and  the  volume  has  grown  steadily 
since  it  began  to  deliver  current  in 
the  late  summer  of  1909. 


In  this  city  the  Company  leases 
poles  and  wires,  in  accordance  with  a 
city  ordinance  that  will  not  allow 
duplicate  equipment  of  this  sort,  but 
in  general  it  owns  its  poles,  wires, 
etc.,  and  has  a large  investment  in 
property  and  equipment. 


'The  company  was  Incorporated  in 
1908,  has  stockholders  in  many  parts 
of  this  country. 

The  officers  are  Henry  I.  Harriman 
Newton,  president;  Malcolm  G.  Chase, 
Providence,  vice-president;  W.  W. 
Brooks,  Boston,  treasurer;  and  Er- 
nest J.  Richards,  general  superintend- 
ent. One  of  the  directors  is  Mr.  Ar- 
thur H.  Lowe,  treasurer  of  the  Park- 
hill  Manufacturing  Co. 


Mr.  Richards  is  located  in  Fitchburg, 
and  has  been  a most  efficient  and  en- 
terprising representative  of  the  com- 
pany. The  corporation  is  promoted  by 
men  of  financial  strength  and  sagacity, 
and  the  success  it  has  obtained  is 
evidence  of  their  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight, and  an  indication  of  what  future 
years  will  bring. 
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CAMBRIDGE-BEOLI  MILL 

AMERICAN  WOOLEN  COMPANY 

About  a Million  Yards  of  Fine  Worsted  Suitings  Manufactured  Here  in  Past  Year 


Though  the  American  Woolen  Com- 
pany has  under  its  supervision  and 
capital  some  thirty-two  mills,  each  one 
Is  practically  independent,  and  the 
Cambridge-Beoli  mill  in  this  city  on 
Westminster  street,  corner  of  Simonds 
roa^d,  has  been  continued  on  the  same 
lines  that  were  established  by  its  local 
founders,  though  with  greatly  increased 
capacity  and  output. 

The  Cambridge-Beoli  mill  specializes 
on  high-grade  goods,  and  while  there 
is  competition  even  among  the  mills 
of  this  great  corporation  as  well  as 
with  those  outside  of  this  circle,  there 
is  a general  acknowledgement  that  in 
fine  worsted  suitings  there  is  no  man- 
ufactory in  the  country  which  makes 
a better  or  more  steadily  maintained 
quality  than  that  which  comes  from 
the  Fitchburg  mill. 

Suitings  for  men  and  some  worsteds 
that  are  serviceable  for  overcoats  are 


manufactured  here;  and  in  colors,  pat- 
terns, workmanship  and  durability  of 
fabrics,  there  are  no  better  known  or 
more  soundly  recommended  worsteds 
than  these.  The  plant  is  equipped  with 
every  facility  to  produce  a high-grade 
output,  and  every  process  is  so  super- 
vised that  perfection  in  operation  as 
well  as  in  results  will  be  attained. 

Several  pattern  rooms  where  sam- 
ples are  designed,  woven  and  inspected 
are  maintained,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  looms  are  operated.  The 
employes  are  among  the  most  skilled 
textile  workers  in  our  city,  and  this  is 
an  Important  consideration,  since  the 
quantity  as  weil  as  the  quality  of  the 
product  depends  upon  the  efficiency  of 
the  workers. 

Economic  production  also  takes  ac- 
count of  space  and  machinery,  and  the 
more  capable  the  worker,  the  more 
economy  can  be  exercised  in  equip- 
ment and  capacity,  allowing  the  man- 


ufacturer to  undersell  those  who  have 
waste  in  these  departments. 

The  Cambridge-Beoli  mill  is  man- 
aged expertly,  pays  good  wages  and 
gets  the  best  service  possible.  The 
number  of  people  employed  ranges  from 
five  to  seven  hundred,  and  many  of 
them  are  heads  of  families,  whose 
earnings  give  them  a spending  pow- 
er that  is  felt  in  every  part  of  our 
city  and  benefits  every  other  enter- 
prise accordingly. 

The  output  last  year  amounted  to 
approximately  a million  yards  of  suit- 
ings, and  this  result  has  been  attained 
through  advancing  and  progressive 
methods. 

The  Beoli,  in  its  early  days  a local 
proposition,  was  founded  in  1871  by 
Edward  M.  Rockwell  and  James  Phil- 
lips, Jr.  It  was  incorporated  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893,  and  was  purchased  by 
the  American  Woolen  Company  in  1898. 
The  original  mill  is  now  a smali  build- 


ing among  those  of  the  modern  plant, 
which  occupies  two  acres  of  grou'nd. 

The  Beoli  mill,  in  machinery,  power 
and  facilities  ranks  among  the  best 
and  most  up-to-date  worsted  mills  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  Its  products 
are  handled  by  the  American  Woolen 
Company  and  are  sold  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States,  thus  indirectly 
reflecting  credit  upon  the  city  where 
they  are  manufactured.  The  same 
company  operates  the  Arden  mills. 

J.  C.  Werner,  who  has  been  agent  of 
the  mill  for  the  past  year,  is  an  ex- 
perienced textile  man  who  was  former- 
ly located  in  Broad  Brook,  Ct.  He  has 
made  a most  capable  executive  for  the 
local  plant,  having  the  good-will  of  the 
employes  and  the  confldence  of  the 
stockholders,  so  that  harmonious  re- 
lations are  maintained  and  operations 
continued  in  a manner  that  gains  com- 
mendation for  the  company  and  its 
representative. 
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SHIRREFFS  WORSTED  COMPANY 


SHIRREFFS  WORSTED  COMPANY 


One  of  The  Newer  Mills  That  Has  Added  to  Fitch- 
burg’s Industrial  Importance 


Every  manufacturing  concern  in  our 
city  adds  to  the  reputation  of  Fitch- 
burg as  a manufacturing  centre,  and  is 
a source  of  gratification  to  public-spir- 
ited citizens,  who  desire  the  develop- 
ment and  prosperity  of  this  community. 
Where  such  a fine  plant  as  that  occu- 
pied by  the  Shirreffs  Worsted  Com- 
pany in  South  Fitchburg  is  erected 
and  occupied,  praise  as  well  as  pride 
is  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  public. 

This  company,*  incorporated  in  1903, 
and  first  located  in  North  Chelmsford, 
was  removed  into  its  present  fine  prem- 
ises on  Rose  and  Sheridan  streets  in 
the  December  following,  and  the  six 
and  a half  years  succeeding  have  been 
a period  of  continual  and  successful 
operation,  creditable  not  only  to  the 
management  but  having  a correspond- 
ing benefit  to  the  community  gener- 
ally. 

As  a manufacturer  of  fine  worsted 
goods  for  men’s  suitings  and  trouser- 
ings, the  Shirreffs  Worsted  Company 
has  gained  a reputation  for  a high- 
class  product  second  to  none  in  the 


field.  The  finest  yarns  are  used  for  the 
processes  and  every  detail  of  workman- 
ship that  results  in  perfect  and  durable 
textures,  is  employed,  so  that  a high- 
grade  product  has  been  the  standard 
raised  and  maintained.  This  of  course, 
would  not  be  possible,  except  for  skill 
and  capable  supervision  in  every  de- 
partment, and  this  mill  has  the  advan- 
tage of  a manager  expert  in  every 
branch  of  the  industry  and  efficient  in 
administering  as  well  as  operating 
methods.  Thus,  from  the  buying  to  the 
selling,  there  is  capable  supervision,  so 
that  economies  are  practiced  where  ef- 
ficiency is  not  lessened,  and  the  com- 
pany becomes  a strong  competitor  in 
the  most  active  markets. 

The  modern  construction  and  up-to- 
date  equipment  of  the  mill  assists  in 
the  reasonable  cost  of  production,  for 
space  and  installation  were  carefully 
planned  to  the  end  that  each  operation 
might  be  conveniently  and  rapidly  per- 
formed, and  the  high-class  machinery 
in  use  turns  out  a great  amount  of 
perfect  work. 


The  plant  comprises  a two-story 
brick  building,  225x65  feet,  and  a one- 
story  weave  shed,  200x100  feet.  One 
hundred  looms  are  operated  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  people  employed. 
Though  this  number  ■ is  a third  or 
smaller  fraction  of  that  employed  by 
some  of  our  older  mills,  the  fact  re- 
mains that  such  a list  of  wage- earners 
is  beneficial  to  every  pursuit  in  this 
municipality.  It  represents  a number 
who  would  otherwise  be  unemployed 
or  leaving  our  city,  and  who  are  now 
residents  here,  expending  their  earn- 
ings, which  amount  to  about  $150,000 
per  annum,  through  local  mediums. 

The  plant  and  product  amounts  to 
almost  a million,  moreover  is  so  ar- 
ranged that  it  can  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended, and  no  one  believes  that  it  has 
reached  its  full  capacity. 

The  fancy  worsteds  of  the  company 
amounting  to  almost  $1,000,000  annu- 
ally, are  sold  through  its  agent,  Ethan 
Allen  of  New  York,  and  largely  distrib- 
uted over  the  entire  United  States. 

The  demand  has  been  such  that  the 


mill  has  been  kept  on  full  time  practi- 
cally ever  since  it  was  started, 

The  founders  and  present  officers  of 
the  Shirreffs  Worsted  Company  are 
George  R.  Wallace,  president;  John 
Shirreffs,  treasurer  and  manager.  Mr. 
Wallace,  as  is  well  known,  is  one  of 
the  ablest  financiers  in  our  city,  and  an 
investor  in  many  of  its  industries,  be- 
side the  Fitchburg  Paper  company,  of 
which  he  has  been  one  of  the  owners 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Shirreffs  is  one 
of  the  best  informed  and  most  capable 
textile  men  in  this  community.  He  was 
formerly  connected  with  James  Phil- 
lips, Jr.,  who  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  some  of  the  first  worsted  mills  here, 
and  following  this  Mr.  Shirreffs  was 
agent  for  both  of  the  American  Woolen 
company’s  mills  here.  His  practical 
and  experienced  methods  have  been 
most  successfully  demonstrated  in  his 
management  of  the  Shirreffs  Worsted 
Company,  and  he  has  brought  it  to  a 
successful  issue,  which  is  not  only  an 
assurance  of  Its  present,  but  also  of  its 
future,  prosperity  and  development. 
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J.  CUSHING  & CO. 


Grain  Mill  Operators.  One  of  Oldest  and  Strongest 

Establishments  in  The  City 


The  well-known  establishment  of  J. 
Cushing  & Co.  is  an  industry  that  in 
Its  field  gives  complete  service  to 
Fitchburg,  and  is  a company  which 
brings  credit  to  our  city  through  ex- 
tensive trnns.ictions  in  other  territory, 
and  demonstrates  the  facilities  Fitch- 
burg offers  as  a trading  center. 

As  operators  of  grain  mills  and  ele- 
vators, the  company  supplies  not  only 
the  trade  in  this  immediate  vicinity, 
but  is  one  of  the  best-known,  and 
most  largely  patronized  concerns  on 
the  F'itchburg  division  of  the  Boston 
& Maine  railroad,  and  the  Old  Colony 
division  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford. 

It  is  the  owner  of  seven  different 
branch  houses,  including  one  in  Cam- 
bridge, which  is  among  the  most  mod- 
ern and  capacious  plants  in  New  Eng- 
land, where  every  up-to-date  facility 
Is  employed,  and  a large  patronage 
supplied. 

In  relation  to  Fitchburg,  the  con- 
cern is  one  of  the  staunchest  and  .nost 


soundly-rated  houses  in  this  com- 
munity; its  organization  dating  back 
more  than  half  a century,  and  the 
firm  has  distinguished  itself  by  steady 
progress  and  its  alertness  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  times. 

It  was  in  1858  that  iseph  Cush- 
ing became  a dealer  in  fid.  r and  grain. 
Ten  years  later  he  took  th'  occupancy 
of  the  old  stone  mill  on  Cu&  'ing  street, 
which  has  been  the  foundat  on  site  of 
the  constant  development  that  has 
since  taken  place. 

Numerous  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  original  plant,  new  buildings 
erected,  and  modern  facilities  inctalled, 
so  that  space  of  two  acres  is  now  used, 
and  one  of  the  largest  elevators  in  the 
state  operated. 

It  has  a capacity  of  one  hundred 
thousand  bushels,  and  together  with 
other  space  allows  storage  capacity 
which  will  accommodate  four  hundred 
ca^loatiS. 

The  conveniences  that  are  practiced 
In  this  trade  can  be  no  better  illus- 


trated than  by  the  fact  that  the  con- 
cern empties  a car  of  corn  in  twenty 
minutes. 

A spur  track,  running  close  to  the 
building  is  owned,  and  all  the  equip- 
ment that  will  tend  to  prompt  and 
economical  transportation,  is  operated. 

The  machinery  for  grinding  is  of  the 
most  improved  Invention,  and  the  con- 
cern has  its  own  process  for  the  pro- 
duction of  a henfeed  that  is  recom- 
mended as  superior  to  any  similar 
product  on  the  market. 

A high  grade  of  cracked  corn  and 
meal  are  other  outputs  that  have  given 
the  firm  a reputation  that  has  always 
been  maintained  by  the  consistency 
of  the  production  and  the  standard 
that  is  set  and  realized.  Oats,  corn 
and  wheat  are  ground  on  the  prem- 
ises. In  addition  to  water  power,  an 
auxiliary  electric  plant  is  installed,  so 
that  operations  are  practically  un- 
ceasing. 

Though  the  local  mill  is  taxed  to  its 


entire  capacity  in  the  transactions 
that  take  place  here,  the  volume  of 
business  done  by  J.  Cushing  & Co.  is 
not  to  be  measured  by  the  cargoes  that 
come  into  and  leave  Fitchburg.  On 
the  contrary,  the  majority  of  ship- 
ments are  diverted  before  coming  to 
Fitchburg,  and  two-thirds  of  them  are 
consigned  to  customers  from  other 
railroad  points. 

The  present  company  consists  of  six 
members  of  the  Cushing  family,  who 
have  carried  on  the  business  since  the 
death  of  Joseph  Cushing,  which  was  in 
1894. 

The  late  Joseph  Cushing  was  an 
active  and  responsible  citizen  who  in- 
vested in  Fitchburg  property  outside 
of  his  grain  and  flour  business.  The 
family  now  owns  much  property  here, 
maintains  the  prestige  of  the  founder 
of  the  business  in  integrity  and  public 
spirit,  upholds  the  supremacy  of  the 
Cushing  mill,  and  gives  prominence  to 
Fitchburg  as  a milling  and  wholesale 
trading  center. 
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C.  A.  CROSS  & CO.,  Inc. 


Wholesale  Grocers  Who  Cover  Worcester  County 

and  Have  Large  Facilities 


Few  concerns  in  Fitchburg  are  more 
favorably  or  widely  known  than  the 
wholesale  grocers,  C.  A.  Cross  & Co., 
21  Broad  street.  The  business,  which 
was  founded  nearly  half  a century 
ago,  has  been  steadily  developed,  and 
its  prominence  at  the  present  time  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  always 
been  alert  to  the  demands  of  the  times, 
has  been  one  of  the  most  progressive 
auc  up-to-date  houses  in  this  section, 
and  hi.s  offered  a service  that  has 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  many  re- 
sailei?  who  have  dealings  with  it. 

The  plant  on  Broad  street,  next  to 
the  Boston  & Maine  railroad,  has  been 
repeatedly  enlarged,  improved  facilities 
have  been  installed,  including  storage 
and  delivery  in  Leominster  and  Gard- 
ner, until  it  has  now  one  of  the  finest 
eiiuipments  for  handling  its  trade  of 


any  such  concern  in  the  county.  An 
extension  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
feet  was  added  to  the  building  in  1895, 
and  it  now  measures  two  hundred  feet, 
with  a width  of  thirty-six,  and  three 
floors  are  occupied. 

A platform  extends  out  to  the  rail- 
road tracks,  so  that  consignments  are 
unloaded  without  loss  of  time  and 
labor,  and  shipments  are  made  in  the 
same  direct  way,  so  that  the  economy 
thus  obtained  gives  the  firm  an  ad- 
vantage in  both  purchasing  and  selling. 

The  territory  covered  comprises 
practically  all  retail  grocers  in  this 
city,  to  the  west  as  far  as  Orange  and 
Athol,  and  to  Leominster  and  Clinton 
cri  the  other  side. 

.411  staple  and  fancy  grocerii^s  ere 
handled,  and  such  a specialty  is  made 
of  teas  and  coffees  that  transactions 
in  these  commodities  are  conducted  in 
New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 


and  Maine,  as  well  as  Massachusetts. 

The  Cross  Company  roast,  grind,  and 
pack  their  own  coffees.  The  Red  Cross 
brand  is  or  of  the  best  makes  of 
coffee,  and  . i put  upon  the  market  by 
this  house.’  The  strength,  purity,  and 
delightful  .aste  and  aroma  of  this  ■)ev- 
erage  make  it  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  largely  demanded  by  discrimin- 
ating people. 

Teas  are  also  carefully  packed  here, 
and  a number  of  special  canned  goods, 
specially  produced  for  the  Cross  Com- 
pany, under  “Success”  brand,  are  dealt 
in 

The  company  also  handles  oil  and 
gasolene,  and  has  had  its  own  tanks 
for  this  purpose.  More  than  an  acre 
of  floor  space  is  required  for  the  varied 
and  extensive  operations  of  thi'  con- 
cern. Twenty  men  are  employed ' A— d 
five  teams  are  used  for  local  deliveries. 

The  officers  of  the  company  at  pres- 


ent are;  Harold  Cross,  president; 
Frederick  C.  Cross,  treasurer. 

The  late  C-  A.  Cross,  who  was  pres- 
ident at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
originally  in  the  retail  grocery  busi- 
ness. When  he  started  the  wholesale 
enterprise  he  began  in  a small  way, 
but  consistently  maintained  a high 
standard  of  trade  ethics  that  brought 
him  many  friends  and  customers,  until 
he  was  known  far  and  wide  for  his 
integrity  and  ability. 

His  two  sons  are  now  in  charge  of 
affairs.  The  young  men  have  been  as- 
sociated with  the  business  since  they 
left  school,  and  though  their  experience 
is  no.  yet  as  extensive  as  that  of  the 
form  ;r  head,  they  are  maintaining  the 
old  policy  of  straightforwardness  and 
aggressiveness,  are  upholding  the  high 
reputation  of  the  concern,  and  are 
wihping  prestige  by  their  foresight 
and  trustworthiness. 
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THE  COWDREY  MACHINE  WORKS 


C.  H.  COWDREY  MACHINE  WORKS 


Builders  and  Designers  of  Special  Machinery 
Who  Hold  The  Foremost 


Though  Fitchburg  has  long  held  a 
most  desirable  reputation  as  a machine 
city,  there  is  no  duplicate  of  the  con- 
cern of  the  C.  H.  Cowdrey  Machine 
Works  here;  and  very  few  of  its  kind 
are  in  operation  throughout  this  coun- 
try. Machinery  in  bulk,  or  along  con- 
ventional lines,  is  manufactured  by  a 
number  of  companies  in  our  city,  but 
the  Cowdrey  Machine  Works  has  a 
field  peculiar  to  itself  in  the  building 
of  machinery  for  special  purposes  and 
in  the  experimental  work  needed  to 
clothe  an  inventor’s  ideas  with  form 
and  develop  them  into  practical  and 
profitable  shape.  There  are  few  of  the 
wonderful  machines  of  today  whose 
history  does  not  include  a period  when 
the  obstacles  seemed  almost  insur- 
mountable, and  it  is  at  times  like  this 
that  the  services  of  such  machinists 
are  beyond  estimation. 

The  C.  H.  Cowdrey  Machine  Works, 
in  the  rear  of  9 Main  street,  comprises 
a factory  of  25,000  square  feet  on  three 
fioors  and  a drafting-room.  This 
drafting-room  contains  2000  square 
feet,  and  the  space  devoted  to  this 
branch  of  the  business  tells  its  own 
story  of  the  character  and  the  volume 
of  transactions  taking  place. 

As  contractors,  builders,  and  de- 
signers, the  Cowdrey  Machine  Works 
has  been  an  organization  patronized 
largely  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  projec- 
iles.  They  also  have  been  the  manu- 
facturers of  mining  equipment  for 
Japan,  Australia,  and  other  countries, 
and  the  ingenuity  as  well  as  the  work- 
manship of  this  Fitchburg  concern  has 
received  the  highest  commendation  in 
numerous  foreign  markets  as  well  as 
in  the  domestic  market. 

As  designers  and  builders  of  special 
machinery,  they  have  built  the  ma- 
chines for  one  of  the  largest  stocking 


in  This  Field 


and  textile  mills  in  the  United  States. 
Other  products  in  steel  and  iron  have 
been  specially  planned  and  constructed 
— shoe  machinery,  printing  presses, 
pumps,  etc.,  also  celluloid  and  horn 
press  machinery. 

The  plant  of  the  firm  has  in  recent 
years  been  almost  entirely  re-equipped 
with  the  most  modern  tools  and  appli- 
ances for  the  building  of  special  ma- 
chinery. The  development  of  the  firm 
is  due  not  only  to  its  unusual  organi- 
zation and  facilities,  but  also  to  the 
alertness  and  understanding  with 
which  it  caters  to  the  demands  of 
modern  times.  The  eariy  business, 
founded  in  1875  by  Charles  H.  Cow- 
drey, was  mainly  in  wood-working  ma- 
chinery, but  the  trend  of  the  present- 
day  industrial  world  toward  special- 
ization was  foreseen  by  this  company 
iong  before  many  others  were  aware  of 
it,  and  in  the  development  of  this 
policy  has  come  its  present  importance 
and  distinction. 

The  firm  gives  employment  to  nearly 
100  men,  and  practically  all  are  skilled 
workmen,  whose  wages  are  proportion- 
ate to  their  craftsmanship  and  experi- 
ence. They  form  a most  desirable  part 
of  the  city’s  population,  whose  earn- 
ings and  subsequent  disbursements 
have  a bearing  upon  every  institution 
in  this  community,  and  as  the  Cow- 
drey Works  is  the  source  of  these  fi- 
nances, its  successful  operation  is  a 
matter  of  interest  and  congratulation 
to  every  citizen. 

The  firm  is  composed  of  Henry  E. 
Cowdrey  and  Charles  F.  Cowdrey,  sons 
of  the  founder,  who  have  been  the  sole 
owners  since  the  death  of  their  parent 
in  December,  1896.  Henry  E.  Cowdrey 
became  associated  with  the  works  six 
months  after  his  father  established  it. 
Charles  F.  Cowdrey  has  been  with 
them  for  twenty-six  years. 


Position 


Principles  of  stability  and  steadfast- 
ness have  been  combined  with  methods 
of  enterprise  and  advancement,  so  that 
durability  in  construction  and  thor- 
oughness in  workmanhip  are  features 
that  have  always  been  maintained, 
while  ingenuity  and  the  initiative  have 
constantly  been  practiced. 

In  short,  the  C.  H.  Cowdrey  Machine 
Works  not  only  has  an  unsurpassed 
reputation  of  its  own,  but  adds  to  the 
prestige  of  Fitchburg  as  a machine 
city. 


ANDRE  A.  COTE 

New  Business  Concern  in  Cleg- 
horn  District  Which  is 
Successfully  Con- 
ducted 

As  recently  established  as  August, 
1910,  the  pharmacy  of  Andre  A.  Cote, 
214  Fairmount  street,  represents  the 
most  improved  ideas  in  store  arrange- 
ments and  in  pharmaceutical  stock. 

It  is  one  of  the  newest  mercantile 
enterprises  in  the  Cleghorn  district, 
and  in  modern  methods  and  capable 
service  stands  for  the  best,  and  ac- 
commodates this  district  as  only  a 
high-class  drug  store  can. 

The  leading  and  guaranteed  lines  of 
drugs  and  chemicals  are  dealt  in,  and 
the  stock  is  arranged  attractively  on 
the  shelves,  and  in  the  most  Improved 
receptacles  for  pharmaceutical  goods. 
A number  of  preparations  are  made 
specially  for  this  concern,  and  bear  the 
name  of  the  firm,  a guarantee  of  their 
quality  and  usefulness. 


Other  proprietary  medicines  and  ar- 
ticles that  are  known  to  have  curative 
values  are  carried,  an  up-to-date  stock 
of  druggists’  sundries,  toilet  articles, 
fancy  goods,  etc.,  is  shown,  aim  in  qual- 
ity and  quantity  the  selection  mc,ets 
the  approval  of  a large  patronage  in 
this  section. 

Confectionery,  soda,  cigars,  and  other 
goods  of  the  kind  which  are  usually 
shown  in  a first-class  drug  store  are 
carried  here,  and  as  prices  are  al- 
ways reasonable,  and  the  service  cour- 
teous and  prompt,  there  has  been  a 
continual  increase  in  trade  in  the  past 
eight  months,  and  a great  deal  of  credit 
is  given  the  proprietor  for  the  con- 
venience and  accommodations  which 
he  has  furnished  this  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Cote  has  been  a druggist  for  the 
past  thirteen  years,  and  was  formerly 
the  owner  of  a business  in  New  York 
city,  where  he  was  located  from  1900 
to  1906.  The  succeeding  years  he  has 
been  located  in  Fitchburg,  and  was 
formerly  employed  in  the  Cleghorn  dis- 
trict. He  opened  his  own  store  in 
August,  1910,  and  the  immediate  suc- 
cess attained  showed  the  wisdom  of 
this  movement. 


ANDRE  A.  COTE 

Mr.  Cote  is  a member  of  the  Amer- 
can  Pharmaceutical  Association,  is 
known  as  a chemist  of  particular  abil- 
ity and  skill,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
our  most  progressive  young  business 
men. 
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Banking  Institutions  Have  Records  Which  Cannot 

Be  Surpassed 

By  FREDERIC  C.  NICHOLS 


aJlP'  ■■  ^nifa 


The  banks  of  Fitchburg  have  a rec- 
ord unsurpassed  by  those  of  any  other 
city  in  the  United  States.  No  depositor 
has  ever  lost  a dollar  in  any  Fitchburg 
financial  institution,  and  the  growth  of 
the  banks,  like  the  growth  of  the  city 
itself,  has  always  been  along  the  most 
desirable  lines,  with  absolute  freedom 
from  “wild  cat”  artificial  methods, 
and  there  has  always  been  conserva- 
tive progress. 

Referring  to  the  various  banks  in  the 
order  in  which  they  came  into  exist- 
ence, the  Fitchburg  National  Bank  was 
the  first,  having  been  chartered  as  the 
“Fitchburg  Bank”  in  1832,  and  having 
recirganized  in  1865  as  a national  bank. 
It  has  a capital  of  $250,000,  and  a sur- 
plus and  unaivided  earnings  of  $32o.- 

000,  its  deposits  averaging  about 
$1,601,000.  ’ihe  bank  has  palatial  quar- 
ters in  the  block  owneu  uy  tne  lucn- 
uurg  Savings  naiik.  ns  officers  arc 
xiarry  u.  rov^neiiu,  president;  Bon.  J. 

1. ^0  veil  Jonnsun,  vice-president,  anu 
iieu  rf..  loung,  cashier,  and  its  di- 
lecioraie  is  maue  up,  as  it  always  has 
ueen,  or  solid,  substantial  business 
men  ol  rnchourg.  hrancis  Perkins 
vias  its  nrst  president,  succeeded  by 
Bon.  Boenezer  Torrey,  Brigham  N. 
Bullock,  Berbert  1.  Wallace  and  Barry 

G.  Townend. 

The  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank  began 
business  in  1846.  Until  1871,  its  place 
or  Dusiness  was  in  the  Fitchburg  Bana 
building.  In  1872,  the  bank  built 
Its  own  building,  352  Main  street, 
which  is  without  doubt  the  best  bum 
business  block  in  the  city,  in  1006,  tne 
bank  moved  to  the  street  floor  of  the 
building,  where  it  has  modern  bank- 
ing rooms.  Irancis  Perkins  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Fitchburg  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  Ebenezer  Torrey  the 
first  treasurer.  They  were  succeeded 
by  Hon.  T.  K.  Ware,  and  C.  E.  Ware  as 
presidents,  and  Charles  J.  Billings, 
Brigham  N.  Bullock,  Andrew  Jewett 
and  iiTederic  C.  Nichols,  as  treasurers. 
The  bank  now  has  about  13,000  deposit- 
ors, with  deposits  of  over  six  million 
dollars,  and  total  resources  of  nearly 
six  and  one-half  million  dollars. 

The  present  officers  are  Charles 
E.  Ware,  president;  Hon.  Arthur 

H.  Lowe,  vice-president;  Frederic 
C.  Nichols,  treasurer,  and  Arthur 
H.  Brown,  assistant  treasurer. 

The  Fitchburg  Safe  Deposit  & Trust 
Co.  is  the  successor  of  the  Rollstone 
National  Bank,  which  was  chartered  in 
1849  as  the  “Rollstone  Bank,”  and  was 
reorganized  into  a national  bank  m 
1866.  The  first  home  of  the  Rollstone 
Bank  was  a small  granite  building, 
standing  where  the  Rollstone  building, 
owned  by  Henry  McGrath,  now  stands. 
The  Fitchburg  Safe  Deposit  & Trust 
Co.  has  a capital  of  $260,000,  and  sur- 
plus and  undivided  earnings  of  $165,- 
000,  and  its  deposits  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  a million  and  a half  dollars.  Its  of 
fleers  are  Hon.  George  R.  Wallace, 
president;  Herbert  G.  Morse,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  and  Frederick  W. 
Holden,  assistant  secretary,  and  the 
company  has  a most  representative 
board  of  directors.  Hon.  Moses 
Wood  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Rollstone  Bank,  then  Alvah  Crock- 
er, and  he  was  succeeded  in  1873  by 
Henry  A.  Willis. 

The  Worcester  North  Savings  Insti- 
tution has  been  in  business  since  1868. 
Hon.  Moses  Wood  was  its  first  presi- 
dent, succeeded  by  Augustus  Whitman, 
Benjamin  Snow,  Lowell  M.  Miles,  Hon. 
Amasa  Norcross,  J.  F.  D.  Garfield  and 
Henry  A.  Willis,  the  present  incum- 
bent. 

Mr.  Willis,  who  is  the  dean  of  Fitch- 
burg bankers,  was  the  treasurer  of 
the  bank  from  its  beginning  until 
1912,  when  he  was  chosen  president. 
Under  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
Willis,  the  institution  has  become  very 
large,  having  over  sixteen  thousand 
depositors,  with  deposits  aggregating 
$7,800,000.  To  the  ability  and  careful 
conservatism  of  Mr.  Willis  the  splen- 
did condition  of  the  bank  is  largely 


due.  Albert  C.  Brown  is  its  treasurer, 
and  Wilbur  W.  Henry,  assistant  treas- 
urer. 

The  Safety  Fund  National  Bank  be- 
gan business  in  1874,  and  owns  its 
handsome  building  on  Main  street. 
The  capital  of  the  bank  is  $200,000, 
with  more  than  that  in  surplus  and 
undivided  earnings,  and  its  deposits 
are  steadily  increasing.  Henry  Allison 
was  its  first  president,  and  Frederick 
F.  Woodward  its  first  cashier.  The 
pr(  sent  officers  are  Elmer  A.  Onthank, 
president;  George  N.  Proctor,  vice- 
president;  Samuel  H.  Lowe,  cashier, 
and  John  C.  Dexter,  assistant  cashier, 
and  it  has  an  active  and  able  board 
of  directors.  In  November,  1911,  the 
Safety  Fund  National  Bank  absorbed 
the  Wachusett  National  Bank. 

The  Fitchburg  Cooperative  Bank, 
incorporated  in  1877,  has  grown  to  be 
one  of  the  banner  cooperative  banks  of 
the  state,  with  about  3000  depositors 


and  nearly  $1,600,000  in  deposits,  and 
an  ample  guaranty  fund. 

Dr.  Jabez  Fisher  practically  founded 
this  bank  and  was  its  first  president. 
Upon  the  death  of  Wilbur  B.  Tenney 
who  long  held  that  office.  Dr.  Fisher  s 
son,  J.  Frank  Fisher,  was  chosen  its 
president  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity.  Ebenezer  Bailey  is  its  vice- 
president,  and  Warner  M.  Allen  its  sec- 
retary and  treasurer. 

The  Fidelity  Cooperative  Bank  be- 
gan business  in  1888,  and  has  nearly 
1800  depositors,  with  deposits  aggre- 
gating $1,100,000.  Samuel  L.  Graves  is 
its  president,  David  H.  Merriam,  vice- 
president,  and  Wylon  G.  Hayes,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 

This  bank  has  long  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  best  managed  coopera- 
tive institutions  in  Massachusetts,  at- 
tracting deposits  from  all  over  the 
state.  It  is  finely  located  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  Fitchburg  Savings 
Bank  block,  where  it  has  massive 
vaults  and  other  equipment  equal  to 
those  usually  found  in  large  commer- 
cial banks.  . 

It  is  especially  worthy  of  mention 
that  the  banks  of  Fitchburg,  both  sav- 
ings and  commercial,  have  always  stood 
practically  as  a unit  in  being  wiiling 
to  loan  all  the  money  they  possibly 
could  in  Fitchburg,  having  ample  con- 
fidence in  its  wage  earners  and  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers.  This  is  so 
absoiutely  different  from  the  attitude 
taken  by  financial  institutions  in  many 
other  places  that  it  deserves  emphasis. 
Any  reliable,  faithful,  and  temperate 
employee  of  any  manufacturer  in 
Fitchburg,  who  desires  to  purchase  a 
home,  will  be  aided,  to  the  extent  that 
the  law  permits,  by  either  the  savings 
or  cooperative  banks  of  the  city.  In 
no  other  place  of  the  writer’s  knowl- 
edge can  a deserving  man  of  small 
means,  who  has  been  unfortunate,  and 


desires  a small  loan  temporarily,  so 
easily  secure  a loan  from  a commer- 
cial bank.  The  national  banks  and 
trust  company  of  Fitchburg  never  turn 
a man  down,  whose  reputation  is  good, 
even  if  he  desires  but  $25,  and  the  bank 
actually  makes  no  money  by  lending  so 
small  a sum.  The  deserving  manufac- 
turers and  merchants  of  Fitchburg  are 
always  taken  care  of  by  the  local  banks, 
at  their  borrowing  season,  and  there  is 
a remarkably  strong  reciprocal  arrange- 
ment by  which  a regular  customer  of 
one  bank  may  borrow  at  another,  if 
his  demands  temporarily  exceed  the 
limit  his  own  bank  may  lend  him. 

The  city  of  Fitchburg,  then,  offers  to 
the  newcomer,  whether  he  be  a hum- 
ble employee  of  a mill,  a man  who  set- 
tles on  a farm  in  the  outskirts,  or  the 
merchant  or  manufacturer,  far  more 
than  the  ordinary  inducements  in  the 
way  of  banking  facilities.  It  has  been 
well  said  that  one  person  a man  should 


be  perfectly  honest  with  is  his  banker. 
Hence,  as  has  been  said  here,  ajiyone 
who  tells  a local  banker  the  truth,  and 
whose  record  is  clear,  will  be  taken 
care  of,  and  generously,  by  the  banks 
of  Fitchburg. 

It  is  a splendid  commentary  on  the 
thrift  of  the  people  of  Fitchburg  and 
vicinity,  that  there  are  over  34,000  de- 
positors in  the  local  savings  and  co- 
operative banks,  with  deposits  aggre- 
gating over  sixteen  million  dollars.  Of 
this  vast  sum,  about  ten  million  dollars 
is  loaned  on  mortgages,  the  bulk  of 
which  are,  of  course,  in  Fitchburg. 
There  are  about  3300  of  these  mort- 
gages, averaging  about  $3100  each. 
The  average  size  of  these  loans  is  con- 
clusive evidence  not  only  of  the  thrift 
of  the  Fitchburg  people,  but  also  of 
the  conservatism  and  fairness  of  the 
banking  institutions.  As  this  point 
may  not  be  entirely  clear  to  many,  a 
brief  explanation  of  it  may  be  inter- 
esting. In  nearly  all  of  the  great  sav- 
ings banks  of  the  large  cities,  the  aver- 
age amount  of  each  mortgage  loan  is 
frequently  $20,000.  In  many  places 
much  smaller  than  Fitchburg,  the  aver- 
age size  is  much  larger  than  in  Fitch- 
burg. This  means  that  the  officers  of 
these  banks  have  made  fewer  loans, 
but  mostly  larger  in  size  (on  large 
blocks,  etc.),  and  quite  frequentiy  only 
to  the  rich  realty  holder,  and  have  not 
especially  favored  the  small  house- 
owner. In  Fitchburg  (as  the  figures 
given  absolutely  prove),  the  exact  op- 
posite is  true,  and  the  average  loan  of 
the  Fitchburg  savings  institutions  is 
but  a littie  over  $3000,  as  previously 
stated. 

All  the  banks  of  Fitchburg  welcome 
the  small  depositor.  Either  savings 
bank  will  accept  sums  from  $1  to 
$1000,  and  one  of  them  even  allows 
interest  on  $1  accounts,  feeling  that 
a child  with  only  that  sum  should 


receive  interest,  quite  as  much  as  the 
rich  man  with  $1000.  In  the  commer- 
cial banks  especial  attention  is  paid 
the  small  depositor,  and  no  well  rec- 
ommended man  will  be  refused  a 
check  acedunt  even  if  his  initial  de- 
posit is  small,  provided,  of  course, 
that  he  never  overdraws  his  account, 
or  does  anything  else  contrary  to  usual 
banking  rules.  In  the  national  banks 
and  trust  company  are  deposits  ag- 
gregating nearly  five  million  dollars, 
and  as  much  of  this  money  as  there 
is  a market  for  in  Fitchburg,  is  ioaned 
here.  Thus,  there  is  in  ali  the  financial 
institutions  the  tremendous  sum  of 
twenty-one  million  dollars,  always 
ready  for  loans  and  investments,  the 
character  of  which  must  suit  the  va- 
rious boards  who  handle  them. 

With  the  caution  so  characteristic 
of  New  England  citizens,  the  directors 
of  Fitchburg  banks  are  ioath  to  risk 
their  depositors’  money  in  specuiative 
enterprises,  and  Fitchburg  is  a poor 
city  for  the  fake  promoter,  who  wants 
a company  formed  and  a plant  built 
in  which  ne  will  not  put  a cent.  But 
me  hones L farmer,  the  industrious  miil 
hanu,  the  thrifty  mechanic,  and  the 
merchant  ahd  manufacturer,  who  have 
a recoru  of  square  dealing,  will  get 
more  assistance  in  Fitchburg  than  in 
any  other  city  in  New  England. 

Knowing  the  advantages  of  a great 
diversity  of  industries,  from  Fitch- 
burg s wonderful  record  of  prosperity 
during  tne  last  twenty  years,  when  the 
“one  industry”  city  or  town  was 
struggling  through  a period  of  panic 
or  aepression,  and  realizing  that  we 
have  here  the  finest  types  of  wage  earn- 
ers in  New  England,  the  banks  of 
Fitchburg  offer  to  the  manufacturer 
who  will  locate  here,  and  who  will  put 
his  own  money  into  the  proposition 
(whether  his  means  or  his  plant  be 
large  or  small),  every  assistance,  and 
the  most  cordial  cooperation. 

The  writer  feels  that  this  article  would 
be  incomplete,  and  subject  to  just  crit- 
icism should  no  mention  be  made  of  some 
of  those  good  men  who  have  passed  on, 
to  whose  integrity  and  farsightedness 
is  due,  to  such  a large  extent,  the  hon- 
orable place  occupied  by  our  banks  in 
the  financial  world  today.  Within  a 
decade  there  have  been  many  changes 
among  the  officials  of  the  banks.  Go- 
ing back  no  farther  than  that,  the 
reader  of  this  article  will  easily  recall 
Rodney  Wallace  and  Brigham  N.  Bul- 
lock, to  whose  good  judgment  and  un- 
selflsn  efforts  the  Fitchburg  National 
and  Savings  Banks,  as  well  as  nearly 
every  other  enterprise  in  Fitchburg, 
owe  so  much;  Andrew  Jewett,  of  tfie 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  and  Henry  G. 
Morse,  whose  connection  with  that  in- 
stitution, and  the  Fidelity  Cooperative 
Bank,  was  long  and  honorable;  George 
E.  Clifford,  whose  financial  ability  was 
shown  as  president  of  the  Wachusett 
National  Bank  and  the  Fidelity  Co- 
operative Bank,  as  well  as  in  his  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  duties  of  city 
treasurer;  Henry  T.  Page,  many  years 
a director  of  the  Rollstone  National 
Bank,  Fitchburg  Safe  Deposit  and 
Trust  Co.,  and  trustee  of  the  Worces- 
ter North  Savings  Institution;  J.  F.  D. 
Garfield,  long  president  of  the  latter 
bank,  and  active  director  in  the  Safety- 
Fund  National  Bank;  Wilbur  B.  Ten- 
ney, whose  connection  with  the  Roll 
stone  National  Bank,  and  its  suo- 
cessor,  is  the  more  easily  remembered, 
but  who  as  president  of  the  Fitchburg 
Cooperative  Bank,  and  in  many  other 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
left  an  unblemished  record  T and 
Charles  T.  Crocker,  whose  activities 
were  so  many,  while  not  in  the  usual 
sense  a banker,  was  connected  with 
several  banks,  and  his  advice  and  in- 
fluence were  sought  and  followed  by 
the  officials  of  numerous  financial  in- 
stitutions. No  community  can  name 
a list  of  more  honorable  men.  Small 
wonder,  then,  that  the  city  of  Fitch- 
burg and  its  banks  have  prospered. 
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FITCHBURG  NATIONAL  BANK 


One  of  the  Oldest  Banks  in  Massachusetts  Has  Given 

Strength  to  City’s  Enterprises 


EXTERIOR  FITCHBURG  NATIONAL  BANK 


The  financial  Institutions  of  any  city 
reflect  its  prosperity,  and  are  many 
times  instrumental  in  encouraging 
home  industries,  and  attracting  new 
ones  to  the  community.  Fitchburg  has 
been  especially  fortunate  In  this  re- 
spect, for  its  banks  generally  have 
been  most  ably  and  astutely  managed, 
gaining  reputation  for  themselves  as 


existence  have  been  progressive  and 
accumulative  is  mostly  amply  verified 
by  Its  present  status. 

It  Is  particularly  noticeable  that 
though  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank 
is  $250,000,  the  surplus  and  undivided 
profits  are  more  than  $66,000  in  excess 
of  this.  These  figures  show  more  con- 


sound  and  well-organized  institutions, 
and  reflecting  credit  upon  the  com- 
munity which  they  represent. 

Prominent  among  them  is  the  Fitch- 
burg National  Bank,  the  oldest  in  this 
city,  and  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state. 
Organized  as  a state  bank  in  1832,  it 
was  chartered  as  a national  bank  in 
1865,  and  that  its  eighty  years  of 


clusively  than  mere  words  the  acumen 
and  foresight  with  which  this  organ- 
ization has  been  directed,  and  tjie 
sagacity  and  integrity  that  have  been 
devoted  to  it  by  the  gentlemen  who 
constitute  its  board  of  directors. 

The  stability  and  success  of  any 
business  is  dependent  upon  the  heads 


of  it,  and  in  this  respect  the  Fitchburg 
National  Bank  has  been  particuia.ly 
fortunate.  From  its  inception  it  has 
received  the  fostering  care  of  some 
of  the  city’s  soundest  business  and 
financial  men,  and  at  the  present  time 
its  governing  board  are  men  of  highest 
character  who  have  had  pronounced 
success  in  their  own  affairs,  and  have 
devoted  to  the  bank’s  interest  the 
keenness  and  alertness  that  were  con- 
ducive to  prosperity  in  their  individual 
enterprises. 

Significant  in  this  matter  are  the 
following  names,  constituting  the  pres- 
ent board  of  directors: 

Henry  F.  Coggshall,  retired  manu- 
facturer; Carmi  M.  Parker,  retired 
manufacturer;  Arthur  H.  Lowe,  treas- 
urer of  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing 
Co.  and  president  of  the  Lancaster 
Mills;  Herbert  I.  Wallace,  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Paper  Co.;  Daniel  Simonds, 
president  of  Simonds  Manufacturing 
Co.;  Charles  E.  Ware,  attorney- 
at-law;  FYed  I.  Johnson,  of  the 
Iver  Johnson’s  Arms  and  Cycle  Works; 
George  P.  Grant,  Jr.,  treasurer  of  the 
Grant  Yarn  Co.,  and  general  manager 
of  Fitchburg  Yarn  Co.;H.  G.  Townend, 
president;  J.  Lovell  Johnson,  of  the  Iver 
Johnson’s  Arms  and  Cycle  Works; 
Jesse  P.  Lyman,  president  of  the 
American  Glue  Co.;  Alvah  Crocker,  of 
Crocker,  Burbank  & Co.;  Frederic  C. 
Nichols,  treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg 
Savings  Bank;  and  George  V.  Upton, 
treasurer  of  the  Fitchburg  Horn  Goods 
Co. 

Again,  the  bank  has  been  fortunate 
in  having  officers  who  have  held  their 
positions  for  long  periods,  and  conse- 
quently could  acquire  that  close  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  affairs  that  is 
essential  in  following  a maintained 
policy  or  inaugurating  new  movements. 

It  has  had  but  five  presidents — 
Francis  Perkins,  Ebenezer  Torrey,  B. 
N.  Bullock,  Herbert  I.  Wallace,  and  the 
present  incumbent  of  that  office,  Harry 
G.  Townend. 

Its  policy  has  been  to  promote  its 
own  employees,  and  this  rule  has 
imbued  the  workers  here  with  a sense 
of  responsibility  and  opportunity  that 
has  been  shown  in  faithful  energy  and 
unwavering  loyalty;  a condition  that 


makes  for  the  success  of  the  bank, 
and  exceptional  service  to  its  patrons. 

I'he  bank  is  located  at  352  Main 
street  in  the  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank 
building,  and  has  been  in  this  section 
of  the  city  ever  since  its  foundation. 
In  the  fall  of  1906  the  present  prem- 
ises on  the  street  floor  were  leased  and 
fitted  with  the  fixtures,  arrangements 
and  equipment  appropriate  to  an  estab- 
lishment of  its  standing  and  import- 
ance. Mahogany  wood  finish  and 
desks,  marble  and  bronze  counters, 
mosaic  floor,  and  other  interior  finish 
in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  the  in- 
stitution were  installed;  improved  fa- 
cilities provided  for  the  preservation 
of  funds  and  accounts,  and  safety  de- 
posit boxes  offered  for  rent. 

That  the  methods  in  vogue  have  met 
with  the  approval  of  patrons  is  shown 
in  the  increase  of  business  which  more 
recent  years  have  shown.  In  1866,  the 
deposits  were  $120,000;  in  1876, 
$170,000;  1886,  $290,000;  1896,  $600,000; 
1906,  $1,325,000;  and  in  the  past  five 
years  there  has  been  an  advance  of 
$1,500,000. 

The  period  covered  by  the  history  of 
this  bank  is  very  nearly  identical  with 
that  in  which  Fitchburg  evolved  from 
an  agricultural  settlement  with  pros- 
pects not  brighter,  apparently,  than 
those  of  its  neighbors,  into  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  center  of 
today.  If  the  bank’s  history  might  be 
written  in  detail  it  would  be  better 
realized  how  large  a part  of  the  city’s 
growth  has  been  due  to  the  influence 
it  has  exerted.  In  such  an  institution 
the  value  of  the  small  depositor  is  real- 
ized, for  it  has  many  times  seen  the 
young  and  struggling  business  man 
win  out  and  become  a citizen  of  high 
standing  in  financial  and  social  circles. 
How  much  the  timely  advice  and  co- 
operation of  the  bank  has  contributed 
to  this  result  only  those  most  con- 
cerned may  know.  In  greater  or  less 
degree  this  spirit  of  helpfulness  has 
been  realized  by  many  of  the  stronger 
interests  of  the  city,  and  this  bank’s 
integrity,  wise  conservation  of  the  best 
of  the  old  methods,  and  progressive- 
ness toward  all  that  is  good  In  the  new, 
is  one  of  the  city’s  most  valuable 
assets. 
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NATIONAL 

BANK 


Depositary  of  the 
United  States  and 
Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts 


Representative  of 
The  Best  Modern 
Financial  Institutions 


llepresentative  of  the  best  modern 
fniancial  institutions,  and  devoted  to 
thi-  mercantile  and  industrial  enter- 
prises, is  the  Safety  Fund  National 
Bank  of  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts.  Its 
location,  equipment,  spirit  and  man- 
ner of  administration,  combine  to 
make  it  an  organization  of  unques- 
tionable standing. 

It  has  been  located,  since  1895.  at 
229  Main  street,  in  Its  own  building, 
one  of  which  the  city  may  well  be 
proud.  The  bank  occupies  the  first 
floor  with  offices  and  private  rooms 
well  designed  to  accommodate  all  cli- 
ents. The  vault  is  of  the  very  mod- 
ern construction,  heavy  double  doors, 
time  lock  and  other  safety  devices  be- 
ing strong  proof  against  any  vandal- 
ism. 

The  integrity  of  this  institution  is  a 
security  of  the  best  kind,  for  its  con- 
duct, wise,  conservative  and  still  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising,  is  such  that 
it  has  always  been  highly  commend- 
ed by  the  public.  It  is  not  afraid  to 
lake  a step  in  advance,  but  that  step 
is  always  sagaciously  considered  be- 
fore it  is  taken.  Its  power  has  been 
recently  strengthened  by  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  Wachusett  National 
Bank  tinder  its  management. 

And  as  to  this  management,  it  is 
wise,  harmonious  and  successful,  re- 
sulting from  the  cooperation  of  its  of- 
ficials and  board  of  directors  in  the 
business  of  the  bank  and  its  relations 
to  civic  interests. 

All  enterprises  which  attain  fire- 
eminence  by  reason  of  efficient  service 
to  the  public  and  the  accumulation  of 
maximum  resources  which  guarantee 
stability  are  given  special  commenda- 
tion. Because  these  conditions  have 
been  fulfilled  this  institution  is  classed 
by  high  financial  interests  throughout 
the  country  as  a ‘‘Roll  of  Honor” 
bank. 

Success  of  this  kind  was  not  at- 
tained by  accident,  but  was  made  pos- 
sible by  an  administration  of  its  af- 
fairs, which,  while  holding  to  safe 
principles,  yet  recognized  the  demands 
of  modern  enterprise  and  had  the 
courage  to  meet  them. 

Recognizing  as  a requisite  the  pow- 
er to  control  capital,  and  counting  as 
valuable  assets,  integrity  and  official 
courtesy,  the  Safety  Fund  guarantees 
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its  standing  by  i‘.s  board  of  directors, 
men  of  wide  experience,  large  inter- 
ests and  business  ability. 

They  are: 

Milton  L.  Cushing, 

of  J.  Cushing  & Co.,  Fitchburg. 

Fred  N.  Dillon, 

Treasurer  D.  M.  Dillon  Steam 
Boiler  Works,  Fitchburg. 

Bernard  W.  Doyle, 

Treasurer  Viscoloid  Co.,  Leominster. 
Henry  A.  Goodrich,  retired,  Fitchburg 
Elmer  A.  Onthank, 

Bresident,  Fitchburg. 

Gifford  K.  Simonds, 

Treasurer  Simonds  Mfg.  Co.,  Fitch- 
burg, 

Charles  B.  Smith, 

Treasurer  Star  Worsted  Co.,  Fitch- 
burg. 

Atherton  D.  Converse, 

Treasurer  M.  E.  Converse  Co.,  Win- 
chendon. 


Marcus  A.  Coolidge, 

President  Fitchburg  Machine  Works, 
Fitchburg. 

David  M.  Dillon, 

President  D.  M.  Dillon  .Steam  Boiler 
Works,  Fitchburg. 

Joseph  A.  Lowe, 

of  Falulah  Paper  Co.,  Fitchburg. 
John  W.  Pickering, 

Treasurer  Pickering-Metcalf  Co., 
I^eominster. 

George  N.  Proctor, 

President  Union  Coal  Co.,  Fitchburg. 
Wesley  W.  Sargent, 

President  Fitchburg  & Leominster 
Street  Railway,  Fitchburg. 

Edward  J.  Welch, 

President  Union  Screen  Plate  Co., 
Fitchburg. 

Finally,  as  further  evidence  of  sat- 
isfactory conditions,  the  bank’s  state- 
ment on  Dec.  5,  1911,  was  as  fol- 
lows: 


RESOURCES. 


Loans  and  Discounts  $1,578,110.02 

United  States  Bonds,  at  par.  . 206,000.00 

Other  Bonds.  Market  Value.,..  24,875.00 

Banking  House  150,000.00 

Duo  from  Banks  and 
Treasurer  of  United 


States  $314,119.02 

Cash  on  hand 158,592.91 


502,711.93 

$2,461,696.95 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital  Stock  $200,000.00 

Surplus  and  Profits  244,457.85 

Currency  in  Circulation  199,997.50 

Deposits  1,817,241.60 


$2,461,696.96 

In  the  last  eight  years  deposits  have 
increased  from  $320,000  to  $1,817,000, 
and  surplus  and  profits  risen  from 
$55,000  to  $220,000. 

Because  of  its  service  and  helpful- 
ness more  and  more  people  deposit  in 
the  Safety  Fund  National  Bank. 


THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


35 


FITCHBURG 
SAFE  DEPOSIT 
& TRUST  CO. 

A Financial  Institution 
Whose  Policy  is  Di- 
rected by  Officers 
of  Highest  Rep- 
utation 

The  reputation  and  success  of  a 
financial  institution  necessarily  depend 
upon  the  men  who  govern  its  policy 
and  direct  its  affairs.  The  more  able 
and  experienced  its  directors,  the 
greater  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
and  those  who  desire  its  services  and 
accommodations. 

Naturally,  men  who  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  their  own  industries  and 
professions  are  competent  to  wisely 
and  successfully  manage  an  incor- 
porated body,  and  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Fitchburg  Safe  Deposit 
& Trust  Company  is  made  up  of  men 
representative  of  success  in  different 
fields.  Devoting  the  same  sagacity 
and  diligence  to  the  development  of  the 
bank's  career,  a corresponding  re- 
sult has  been  effected;  and  though  this 
company  as  now  organized  is  the  new- 
est financial  organization  in  our  city, 
it  is  by  no  means  the  least  successful, 
and  its  influence  has  been  felt  in  many 
movements  that  have  been  productive 
for  the  company  itself,  and  for  Fitch- 
burg generally. 

Incorporated  in  1906,  the  Fitchburg 
Safe  Deposit  & Trust  Co.  is  the  suc- 
cessor to  the  Fitchburg  Trust  Co., 
and  to  the  Rollstone  National  Bank, 
which  was  chartered  in  1849  as  a state 
bank,  and  in  1864  as  a national  bank. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  present  com- 
pany is  $250,000,  with  a surplus  of 
$125,000.  With  these  finances  at  its 
disposal,  this  organization  is  in  a posi- 
tion to  give  the  best  accommodations 
in  banking  service,  and  to  give  its 
patrons  all  the  facilities  which  modern 
banking  houses  provide. 

The  statement  of  the  company  at 
the  close  of  business,  January  1,  1912, 
gives  its  condition  as  follows: 

.\SSETS. 

United  States  anti  State  of 

Massaehusetts  bonds  {market 


value,  »2.'t.812..'in)  $23. 812. .10 

Other  stocks  and  bonds  (market 

value.  $.'>0,480.  l.l  1 132.320.00 

Loans  on  real  t'state 40,000.00 

Demand  loans  with  collateral...  168,935.51 

Other  dettiand  Ittaus 84,425.00 

Time  loans  with  collateral 118,845.7  1 

Other  time  loans  1,038,912.21 

Overdrafts  244.12 

Canklna  hotise,  furniture  and 

tlxture.s  10,000.00 

Other  assets  5,637.33 

Due  from  reserve  hanks 132,292.82 

Cash:  Currency  and  specie....  107,405.93 

Checks  on  other  hanks 17,0()O.00 

Other  cash  Item-  1,8()7.62 


$1,901,639.28 

LI.IBILITIES. 

Capital  stock  $250,000.00 

Surplus  fund  125,000.00 

Undivided  protits,  less  exi>enses. 

interest  and  taxes  paid  42,553.50 

Deposits  (demand): 

Subject  to  check  1,458,199.55 

Certificates  of  deposit  13,883.79 

Due  to  other  banks  6,693.25 

Certified  checks  5,309.19 


$1,901,639.28 

That  particular  discretion  is  shown 
In  its  management  is  assured  to  any 
person  acquainted  in  Fitchburg  when 
he  is  informed  of  the  officers  and  board 
of  directors,  men  who  are  identified 
with  the  largest  manufacturing  and 
professional  interests  in  this  city,  and 
men  who  handle  large  sums  of  money 
In  their  own  behalf. 

The  ability  that  has  placed  them 
in  foremost  positions  in  the  industrial 
world  is  exercised  in  their  direction  of 
this  company's  affairs,  and  the  re- 
markable success  the  Fitchburg  Safe 
Deposit  & Trust  Co.  has  achieved  in 
a comparatively  few  years  is  credited 
to  their  activity,  foresight,  alertness, 
and  uprightness.  And  this  company 
has  not  only  been  raised  to  a place  of 
eminence  in  financial  circles,  but  its 
reputation  has  been  beneficial  to  this 
community,  assisting  to  its  growth  and 
prosperity. 


The  president  of  this  company, 
George  R.  Wallace,  is  one  of  the  heav- 
iest investors  in  our  city,  and  a man- 
ufacturer whose  company's  operations 
have  been  influential  in  the  city’s  de- 
velopment. Herbert  G.  Morse,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer,  is  an  officer  who 
has  had  long  and  sound  experience  in 
financial  affairs,  and  in  his  dealings 
with  the  public  has  displayed  a discern- 
ment and  consideration  creditable  to 
himself  and  to  the  institution  which  he 
represents. 

The  full  list  of  directors,  which  fol- 
lows, needs  Utile  comment,  for  they 
have  gained  and  enjoy  the  good-will 


and  confidence  of  this  community,  and 
are  regarded  as  leaders  in  their  differ- 
ent capacities.  As  officers  of  this 
trust  company  they  are  working  for 
the  welfare  of  this  municipality  as  well 
as  for  the  corporation  itself. 

This  board  of  directors  comprises; 
C.  F.  Baker,  attorney-at-law;  Louis 
E.  Carlton,  president  Heywood  Bros. 
& Wakefield  Co.;  C.  T.  Crocker, 
Crocker,  Burbank  & Co.;  M.  B.  Damon.' 
president  Fitchburg  Hardware  Co.;  F. 
O.  Hardy,  treasurer  W.  A.  Hardy  & Sons 
Co.;  M.  D.  Haws,  capitalist;  Joseph  P. 
Holman,  President  P'.  A.  Whitney  Car- 
riage Co.;  Russell  B.  Lowe,  president 


Parkhili  Manufacturing  Co. ; William  B. 
Page,  vice-president  G.  W.  Wheel- 
wright Paper  Co.;  W.  E.  Putney,  fire 
and  indemnity  insurance;  Neal  Ran- 
toul,  banker;  John  Shirreffs,  treasurer 
Shirreffs  Worsted  Co.;  Walter  F. 
Stiles,  treasurer  Orswell  and  Nockege 
Mills;  George  R.  Wallace,  P'itchburg 
Paper  Co.;  Robert  N.  Wallis,  treasurer 
Fitchburg  & Leominster  Street  Rail- 
way Co.;  David  I.  Walsh,  attorney-at- 
law;  Charles  E.  Ware,  attorney-at- 
law;  E.  J.  Welch.  Union  Screen  Plate 
Co.;  Henry  A.  Willis,  treasurer  Wor- 
cester North  Savings  Institution; ‘F. 
Woodward,  F.  F.  Woodward  & Co.  ' 
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FITCHBURG  SAVINGS  BANK  BUILDING 

FITCHBURG  SAVINGS  BANK 


Owns  Handsome  Building  and  Has  Had  a Steadily  Growing 

Business  Since  Incorporation  in  1846 


The  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  which 
owns  the  handsome  building,  a picture 
of  which  appears  with  this  article,  is 
one  of  the  oldest  and  strongest  banks 
in  Northern  Worcester  County. 

lucoiporated  in  1846,  it  has  had  a 
stead.v  growth  during  all  the  sixty-five 
years  of  its  existence.  The  trustees  of 
the  bank  have  always  been  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  Fitchburg,  and  its 
immediate  vicinity.  Practically  every 
successful  business  in  Fitchburg,  dur- 
ing the  last  seven  decades,  has  been 
represented  on  the  board  of  this  bank, 
which  has  moved  steadily  on  through 
the  years  when  there  was  panic  and 
depression  throughout  the  country,  as 
well  as  the  more  prosperous  periods. 

The  Board  of  Investment  of  the  bank 
has  always  been  strong,  and  as  consti- 
tuted today  is  especially  well  rounded 
and  competent  to  meet  any  financial 
situation.  This  board,  giving  the 
names  in  order  of  the  seniority  of  ser- 
vice, is  composed  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen: Carml  M.  Parker,  Charles  E. 
Ware,  George  R.  Wallace,  J.  Lovell 
Johnson,  Frank  H.  Foss,  and  Sidney 
H.  Francis.  The  treasurer  of  the  bank, 
Frederic  C.  Nichols,  is  its  chairman, 
ex-officio. 

The  bank  building  was  built  in  1871, 
and  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  1872. 
For  many  years  the  Fitchburg  Sav- 
ings Bank  and  the  Fitchburg  National 
Bank  were  on  the  second  floor.  The 


savings  bank  moved  to  the  street  floor 
in  October,  1906,  where  it  has  a modern 
and  up-to-date  banking  room.  The 
National  bank  moved  downstairs  short- 
ly after.  In  both  banks,  the  furniture 
and  fittings  become  the  dignity  and 
character  of  financial  institutions.  The 
savings  bank  has  provided  every  con- 
venience for  its  depositors,  and  has  a 
vault  as  good  as  any  in  the  country, 
of  sufficient  size  to  take  care  of  the 
bank’s  growth  for  many  years  to  come. 

This  vault  is  worth  a visit  from  any- 
one Interested  in  such  things,  as  it  is 
entirely  modern,  and  absolutely  in- 
sures the  safety  of  the  cash  and  se- 
curities contained  therein. 

The  bank  has  always  been  conducted 
along  the  soundest  lines,  such  men  as 
Ebenezer  Torrey,  Charles  J.  Billings, 
Brigham  N.  Bullock,  and  Andrew  Jew- 
ett have  served  it  as  its  treasurer,  and 
laid  the  foundation  on  which  the  in- 
stitution has  become  a tower  of 
strength. 

During  the  last  few  years,  while  not 
departing  at  all  from  the  conservative 
lines  in  its  loaning  and  investment 
features,  the  bank  has  introduced  many 
Innovations,  only  one  of  which  will 
be  mentioned  here.  This  is  keeping 
the  bank  open  on  Tuesday  evening  of 
each  week  for  deposits,  which  has 
proved  to  be,  as  was  expected,  a direct 
benefit  to  the  working  people  of  Fitch- 
burg and  vicinity.  The  bank’s  state- 


ment is  a splendid  demonstration  of 
its  well  deserved  popularity  and  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city. 

LIABILITIES. 


Due  12,686  Depositors  $5, 944, ,'>61. 79 

Guaranty  Fund  300,000.00 

Undivided  Earnings  195,766.25 


*6,440, 328.04 

HESOUKCES. 

Loans  on : 

Mortgages  $3,122,409.00 

Personal  Security  and  Collat- 
eral   1,618.331.00 

Railroad  Notes  25,000,00 

To  Cities  and  Towns  1,190.00 

Invested  in: 

Railroad  Bonds  500,000.00 

City,  Town  and  Massachusetts 

Gold  Bonds  500,000.00 

Bank  Stocks  115,000.00 

Street  Railway  Bonds 100,000.00 

Boston  Terminal  Bonds 50,000.00 

American  Tel.  & Tel.  Bonds.  . 50,000.00 

Bank  Building  75,000.00 

Other  Assets  100.00 

Cash  on  hand  283,298.04 


*6.440,328.04 

The  Guaranty  Fund,  which  is  the 
full  amount  required  by  law,  in  the 
statement  is  worthy  of  notice,  also  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  deadwood  there, 
which  means  poor  loans,  or  where  real 
estate  taken  on  account  of  poor  loans 
is  carried  among  its  assets. 

The  officers  of  the  bank  who  come 
directly  in  contact  with  the  public, 
and  the  list  of  trustees,  are  given 
below: 

President,  Charles  E.  Ware;  vice- 
president.  Arthur  H.  Lowe;  treasurer. 


Frederic  C.  Nichols;  assistant  treas- 
urer, Arthur  H.  Brown;  trustees,  Henry 

F.  Coggshall,  Carml  M.  Parker,  Ben- 
jamin D.  Dwinnell,  Arthur  H.  Lowe, 
Henry  Allison,  George  R.  Wallace,  John 
H.  Daniels,  Charles  E.  Ware,  John  M. 
Lockey,  Harrison  Bailey,  Daniel  Si- 
monds,  Charles  Fosdick,  David  M.  Dil- 
lon, James  A.  Stiles,  J.  Lovell  Johnson, 
Michael  F.  Dunn,  George  A.  Dunn, 
Henry  McGrath,  Frederic  C.  Nichols, 
George  H.  Cutler,  Frank  H.  Foss,  Wil- 
liam E.  Putney,  Alvah  Crocker,  Harry 

G.  Townend,  Sidney  H.  Francis,  Tim- 
othy F.  Mumane,  Frederick  W.  Parks, 
George  H.  Miller;  clerk  of  corporation, 
Ebenezer  Bailey. 

Treasurer  Nichols  and  Assistant 
Treasurer  Brown  both  began  in  clerical 
positions  in  the  bank,  and  have  won 
their  positions  solely  through  hard 
work,  and  because  they  have  the  con- 
fidence of  the  public  and  the  trustees, 
who  elected  them. 

In  the  clerical  force  of  the  bank  are 
Miss  Lucy  J.  Derby,  Miss  Annie  L. 
Hitchcock,  and  Frederick  W.  Pope,  all 
of  whom  have  been  with  the  bank  for 
some  time,  and  with  whom  the  cus- 
tomers of  the  bank  find  it  a pleasure 
to  do  business. 

The  continued  growth  and  its  desir- 
ability as  a safe  depositary  of  the 
savings  of  the  people,  assures  the  con- 
tinued progress  of  the  old  and  reliable 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank. 
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WORCESTER  NORTH  SAVINGS  INSTITUTION 


A Fitchburg  Institution  That  Has  Depositors  All  Over  the  World 
and  is  Giving  Prompt  and  Efficient  Service  to  All 


Banking  by  mail  is  often  spoken  of 
as  though  it  were  a recent  Innovation, 
and  %s'ith  some  banks  it  undoubtedly  Is. 
But  as  the  Worcester  North  Savings 
Institution  In  our  city  has  had  for 
years  depositors  In  many  parts  of  the 
world,  banking  by  mail  has  been  a 
part  of  Its  ordinary  course  of  business 
which  called  for  no  exploitation. 

The  high  character  of  this  Savings 
Institution  and  the  progressiveness  and 
accommodation  with  which  it  has  con- 
ducted Its  transactions,  has  given  It  a 
peculiar  and  wide-spread  reputation,  so 
that  clients  who  have  once  had  deal- 
ings with  It  rarely  change  their  place 
of  deposit  and  If  they  remove  to  the 
farthest  side  of  the  globe,  still  keep 
up  their  association,  recommending  It 
to  others,  and  thereby  spreading  the 
reputation  of  Fitchburg,  as  well  as  of 
this  Savings  Institution  which  is  rep- 
resentative of  our  city’s  financial 
standing  and  prestige. 

This  institution,  Incorporated  in  1868, 
has  now  the  remarkable  number  of  de- 
positors, of  16,538,  and  the  deposits 
amount  to  37,763,746.12,  with  total  as- 
sets of  $8,391,439.83. 

The  annual  statement,  issued  Jan- 
uary 1,  1912,  gives  its  condition  at  that 
time  as  follows; — and  shows  a re- 
markable list  of  conservative  Invest- 


RESOURCES. 


Cash  on  hand  and  on 
Deposit  In  Banks. 
Municipal  Bonds  . . 
Railroad  Bonds  .... 
County,  City  and 

Town  Notes  

Telephone  Bonds  . . . 
Street  Railway 

Bonds  

Railroad  Notes  .... 


$230,572.68 

819.075.00 

826.211.00 

140,000.00 

152,411.26 

138,950.00 

30,000.00 


Quick  Available  Assets $2,337,219.94 

Loans  (868)  on  Real 

Estate  $4,781,478.55 

Loans  on  Personal 

Security  1,221,676.00 

Real  Estate  20,381.32 

Bank  Stocks  18,525.00 

Premiums  5,238.60 

Furniture  and  Fix- 
tures   4,000.00 

Special  Accounts  . . . 3,021.42 

$6,054,219.89 


Total 


$8,391,439.83 


LIABILITIES. 

Due  16,538  Deposi- 
tors   $7,753,746.42 

•Guaranty  Fund  ...  387,700.00 

•Interest  Account  . . 19,637.77 

•Profit  and  Loss  ...  229,619.31 

Special  Accounts  . . 836.33 

$8,391,439.83 

•Undivided  profits 

(shown  above)....  $636,857.08 

Dividend,  due  Janu- 
ary 1,  1912 149,373.97 


Net  Surplus  $487,483.11 

Mortgage  loans  Eire  the  favorite  In- 
vestments, and  preference  is  always 
Tlven  to  local  resU  estate. 


ments. 


For  the  past  five  years  the  Institution 


has  occupied  commodious  premises  at 
127  Main  street,  where  all  facilities  for 
modern  banking  and  accounting  are  in 
use. 

The  most  improved  inventions  in 
safes,  time-locked  devices  and  vaults 
have  been  installed,  and  every  precau- 
tion Is  taken  for  the  safeguarding  of 
funds  and  accounts. 

This  bank  Is  one  of  the  few  that  have 
always  offered  an  annual  interest  of 
four  per  cent,  or  upwards,  and  this  pro- 
fitable rate  of  interest  has  been  al- 
lowed when  other  banks  found  it  nec- 
essary to  reduce  their  dividends.  Money 
Is  placed  on  Interest  In  January,  April, 
July  and  October,  and  Interest  is  al- 
lowed on  deposits  of  from  three  dol- 
lards  upwards. 

The  officers  and  trustees  of  any 
savings  institution  are  responsible  for 
Its  prosperity  and  for  the  confidence 
with  which  the  public  regard  It.  The 
Worcester  North  Savings  Institution 
has  always  been  fortunate  In  the  men 
who  have  charge  of  its  affairs,  and 
they  have  given  whole-hearted  and  sin- 
cere devotion  to  its  progress  and  sta- 
bility. They  are  men  who  have  made 
successes  of  their  private  interests, 
and  have  devoted  the  foresight  and  sa- 
gacity to  the  bank’s  conduct  that  gave 
them  success  in  Individual  enterprises. 
The  officers  who  represent  the  insti- 


tution in  transactions  with  the  public 
have  been  attentive,  courteous  £md  con- 
siderate, placing  their  information  at  the 
disposal  of  their  clients,  and  giving 
them  the  benefit  of  their  experience  In 
advice  or  suggestions. 

Such  names  as  follow  are  guarantees 
of  the  stability  and  success  of  the  in- 
stitution and  its  effective  management 
for  the  benefit  of  the  bank  itself  and 
the  welfare  of  this  community:  — 

Henry  A.  Willis,  president;  Manson 
D.  Haws,  vice-president;  Albert  C. 
Brown,  treasurer;  Wilbur  W.  Henry, 
assistant  treasurer;  Louis  S.  King, 
teller;  Robert  N.  Wallis,  clerk  of  the 
corporation. 

The  trustees  are:  Charles  F.  Baker, 
Elliott  N.  Choate,  Frederick  A.  Currier, 
Milton  L.  Cushing,  Myron  B.  Damon, 
Henry  A.  Estabrook,  Walter  A.  Fair- 
banks, Thomas  F.  Gallagher,  Julius  K. 
Gates,  Arthur  L.  Goodnow,  Henry  A, 
Goodrich,  Frank  O.  Hardy,  J.  Milton 
Hubbard,  Gardner  K.  Hudson,  Willard 
L.  Humes,  Alvah  M.  Levy,  J.  Dudley 
Littlehale,  Walter  O.  Parker,  Frederick 
W,  Pierce,  Wesley  W.  Sargent,  Thomas 
C.  Sheldon,  Clarence  Stlckney,  Fred- 
erick F.  Woodward,  John  Wooldredge. 

The  board  of  investment  comprises 
Messrs,  Baker,  Choate,  Haws,  Little 
hale,  and  Willis,  and  the  auditors  are 
Messrs,  Currier,  Humes  and  Sheldon. 
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FITCHBURG  MUTUAL  FIRE  INSURANCE 

COMPANY 


The  History  of  a Successful  Corporation  of  Over  Sixty 
Years  is  of  Interest  to  its  Members  and  the 
Community  in  Which  it  is 
Located 


In  March,  1847,  a charter  was 
grranted  Alvah  Crocker,  Nathaniel 
Wood  and  Moses  Wood,  their  asso- 
ciates and  successors,  in  the  name  of 
the  Fitchburg  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring 
dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings 
and  personal  property  throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  against  loss  by  fire. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  sec- 
ond day  of  the  July  following  that 
the  first  meeting  was  held  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company.  This  meet  ■ 
Ing  was  held  in  the  office  of  Torrey 
& Wood,  then  located  in  their  build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Cen- 
tral streets,  recently  remodelled. 

The  first  Board  of  Directors  was 
composed  of  Alvah  Crocker,  Nathaniel 
Wood,  Joseph  W.  Mansur,  Ivers  Phil- 
lips, Artemas  Bee,  Walter  Heywood, 
Abel  J.  Towne,  C.  W.  Wilder,  Jacob 
Fisher,  Lewis  H.  Bradford,  Elisha  Mur- 
dock, Jr.,  Ashel  Corey,  Hobart  Spen- 
cer, Daniel  Putnam  and  John  White. 

Nathaniel  Wood  was  chosen  presi- 
dent; Ehenezer  Torrey,  treasurer;  and 
at  a subsequent  meeting  Col.  Ivers 
Phillips  was  elected  secretary. 

This  company  was  organized  at  a 
time  when  insurance  was  not  so  easily 
obtained  as  at  present,  and  when  the 
prestige  of  a local  institution  was  of 
considerable  moment,  especially  if  man- 
aged by  men  prominent  in  the  business 
life  of  their  home  town,  as  were  the 
officers  and  directors  of  this  companj', 
and  the  same  policy  has  been  continued 
up  to  the  present  time. 

There  is  no  one  at  all  familiar  with 
the  history  of  Fitchburg  who  does  not 
place  in  the  front  rank  the  names  of 
Alvah  Crocker,  Rodney  Wallace,  and 
Amasa  Norcross,  besides  others  whose 
names  appear  in  the  list  of  directors 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  article, 

By-laws  were  adopted  at  a subse- 
quent meeting,  and  the  officers  at  once 
proceeded  to  secure  applications  for  in- 
surance; in  September  the  first  policies 
were  issued,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  read 
the  names  of  the  first  seven  policy- 
holders: 


1.  .\rtemas  T,ee  Templeton 

2.  .\lvah  Crocker  Fitchburg 

3.  T.eonard  C,  Sanborn  Fitchburg 

4.  Goodwin  Wood  Fitchburg 

B.  Daniel  Ix)we  Fitchburg 

6.  F.iiot  Moore  Ashburnham 

7.  Devi  Shtrwin  Fitchburg 


Considering  the  times  and  conditions, 
it  would  seem  that  the  company  made 
excellent  progress,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  first  annual  statement; 


Number  of  policies  in  force.  ...  ^ 25B 

Amount  of  insurance  in  force..  $259,530.00 

Cash  premiums  received 2,759.25 

Expense  529.66 

Balance  2.229.59 


The  methods  of  keeping  the  accounts 
in  those  days  were  crude  compared 
with  the  requirements  of  Insurance  De- 
partments today,  and  we  shall  have  to 
guess  that  the  balance  represented  the 
assets  as  per  requirements  at  the  pres- 
ent time  and  be  very  thankful  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  a pro  rata  reserve. 

The  growth  of  the  company  is  shown 
by  decades  as  follows,  commencing 
with  1860  as  there  are  no  figures  avail- 
able for  I860  which  would  be  suitable 
for  comparison; 


Assets. 

Liabilities. 

Surplus. 

1860. 

$ 48.486.60 

$ 26.984.95 

$ 24.098.95 

1870. 

178.826.82 

108,244.12 

70,582.70 

1880. 

236,372.13 

113.162.60 

123.209.53 

1890. 

259.446.02 

167.442.23 

92,003.79 

1900. 

. 211.726.61 

140,869.59 

70,857.02 

1910. 

250.030.95 

174.933.34 

75,097.61 

For 

a number 

of  years  it 

was  the 

policy  of  the  company  to  collect  only  a 
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portion  of  the  stipulated  premiums  and 
to  return  to  the  assured  a large  divi- 
dend, as  high  as  84  per  cent,  being  paid, 
but  the  experience  in  a short  time 
showed  the  management  that  it  was 
policy  not  only  to  collect  the  full  pre- 
mium, but  to  return  a smaller  divi- 
dend and  retain  the  difference  as  a re- 
serve fund. 

The  dividend  feature  of  the  company 
has  been  an  enviable  one,  as  it  has  a 
record  of  always  paying  dividends  and 
never  having  levied  an  assessment. 

Since  its  organization  in  1847  it  has 
paid  out  in  dividends  over  $1,440,400, 
and  in  losses  over  $2,346,900. 

For  several  years  the  business  of  the 
company  was  divided  into  two  ciasses, 
permission  having  been  secured  from 
the  Legislature.  The  first  class  in- 
sured the  less  hazardous,  the  second 
class  the  more  hazardous  property. 
This  division  was  continued  until  1881, 
when  the  two  classes  were  consoli- 
dated. 

It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  onl.v 
three  other  mutual  companies  availed 
themselves  of  this  legislation,  viz.:  the 
Citizens’  Mlutual  of  Boston,  Holyoke 
Mutual  of  Salem,  and  Traders  & Me- 
chanics' of  Lowell;  the  separation  was. 


however,  maintained  but  a short  time 
by  these  companies. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  inauguration 
of  the  present  administration,  the  com- 
pany has  had  but  four  presidents  dur- 
ing its  sixty-three  years  of  existence, 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Wood  holding  the  rec- 
ord with  twenty-seven  years  of  ser- 
vice. 

The  position  of  vice-president  was 
not  created  until  1887,  and  until  re- 
cently there  have  been  but  three  occu- 
pants of  that  position. 

In  1898  Hon.  Rodney  Wallace  de- 
clined to  accept  the  presidency,  much 
to  the  regret  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors; he  was  persuaded  to  accept  the 
vice-presidency,  and  was  a valuable 
officer  and  friend  of  the  company  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  seven  years 
later. 

Up  to  1910  six  have  held  the  position 
of  secretary;  Mr.  E.  P.  Downe  hav- 
ing twenty- three  years  of  efficient  ser- 
vice in  that  position  to  his  credit. 

There  were  five  treasurers  during 
the  same  period,  Mr.  Wood  holding  the 
position  twenty- five  years,  with  Mr. 
Henry  G.  Morse,  second  in  point  of  ser- 
vice, with  twenty-two  years. 

The  list  of  directors  is  interesting, 


and  to  many  who  read  this  article  will 
undoubtedly  call  to  memory  several  of 
the  preceding  generation  more  or  less 
familiar  to  them. 

Presidents: 


Hon.  Nathaniel  Wood. 

.1847-1874 

27 

years 

L.  H.  Bradford 

.1874-1887 

13 

Hon.  Amasa  Norcross. 

.1887-1897 

10 

It 

Henry  G.  Morse 

Lincoln  R.  Welch 

.1898-1910 

.1910- 

12 

Vice-Presidents : 

William  Baker  

.1887-1888 

1 

Henrv  G.  Morse  

.1888-1898 

10 

years 

Hon,  Rodney  Wallace. 
F.  F.  Woodward 

.1898-1905 

.1909- 

7 

Secretaries: 

Ivers  Phillips 

.1847-1850 

3 

years 

Abel  Thurston 

.1850-1864 

14 

Charles  Mason 

.1864-1869 

5 

It 

L.  H.  Bradford 

.1869-1874 

•t 

E.  P.  Downe 

.1874-1897 

23 

It 

Lincoln  R.  Welch  . . . 
Chester  A.  Clegg 

.1897-1910 

.1910- 

13 

Treasurers: 

Ehenezer  Torrey  

.1847-1849 

0 

years 

Nathaniel  Wood 

.1849-1874 

25 

L.  H.  Bradford 

.1874-1887 

13 

It 

William  Baker 

.1887-1888 

1 

11 

Henry  G.  Morse 

Lincoln  R.  Welch  . . . 

.1888-1910 

.1910- 

22 

Directors: 

Alvah  Crocker 

. 1847-1874 

2J 

years 

Nathaniel  Wood 

.1847-1873 

27 

J.  W.  Mansur 

.1847-1851 

It 

Ivers  Phillips 

.18  17-1364 

18 

Artemas  Lee 

9; 

*1 

Walter  Heywood  

.1847-1848 

2 

A.  J.  Towne  

.1847-1848 

2 

C.  W.  Wilder  

.1847-1850 

4 

Jacob  Fisher  

.1847-1872 

26 

L.  H.  Bradford  1847-1S87  41 

E.  Murdock,  Jr 1847-1880  34 

Ashel  Corey  1847-185*2  6 

Hobart  Spencer  1847-1882  36 

Daniel  Putnam  1847-1872  26 

John  White  1847-1  851  5 

Giles  H.  Whitney  1848-1861  14 

Kilburn  Harwood  1849-1851  3 

Timothy  S.  Wilson  1849-1872  24 

J.  W.  Fletcher  1851-1861  11 

John  Prichai-d  1852-1870  19 

Abel  F.  Adams  1852-1869  18 

Samuel  G.  Kendall  ...1852-1883  32 

Israel  Lon&ley  1853-1863  11 

S.  W.  A.  Stevens  1862-1910  49 

.Tames  Bennett  1862-1887  26 

Moses  T.  Gardner  ....1864-1870  7 

Wm.  O.  Brown  1865-1889  25 

Hale  W.  Page  1868-1870  3 

Amasa  Norcross  1871-1898  28 

Wm.  Baker  1871-1896  26 

Silas  Holman  1871-1872  1 

Daniel  Cross  I873-I89B  ig 

S.  R.  Merrick  1873-1907  35 

Wm.  D.  Peck  1873-1887  15 

Peter  Rice  1873-1874  2 

liUcius  Aldrich  1874-1881  8 

Rodney  Wallace  1875-1903  29 

Gardner  S.  Burbank  ..1875-1887  13 

Orlando  Mason  1881-1905  25 

Henry  G.  Morse  1882-1910  29 

George  H.  Spencer  ....1883-1889  7 

Dr.  George  Jewett  ....1884-1895  12 

L.  C.  Albee  1888-1900  13 

tChas.  E.  Grant  1888-1910  23 

*.Tohn  M.  Lockey  1888- 

E.  P.  Downe  1888-1899  12 

• tW.  A.  Macurda  1890-1901  11 

B.  F.  Wallis  1890-1896  6 

•F.  F.  Woodward  1890- 

•Daniel  Simonds  1895- 

B.  N.  Bullock  1897-1906  10 

George  E.  Clifford  ...1900-1907  7 

tA.  H.  Lowe  1901-1910  10 

*G.  R.  Wallace  1903 


.1906- 


•Chas.  F.  Baker 
•Frederick  Fosdlck  ...1906- 
•Lincoln  R.  Welch  ....1907- 

•C.  B.  Smith  1910- 

♦Frederlc  C.  Nichols  ..1910- 
*J.  Lovell  Johnson  ....1911- 

•Robert  N.  Wallis  1911- 

•Robert  S.  Parks  1911- 


•Member  present  board. 

+ Declined  re-election. 

A perusal  of  the  records  furnishes  us 
with  many  amusing  anecdotes  of  the 
early  days  of  the  company,  of  which 
limited  space  prevents  mention. 

The  company  had  its  periods  of 
prosperity  and  adversity  during  the 
fir.st  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence, 
but  no  more  so  than  other  mutual  com- 
panies. It  has  on  the  whole  prospered, 
with  the  benefits  apportioned  among 
the  policy-holders. 

The  assets  accumulated  reflect  good 
judgment  and  excellent  business  abil- 
ity of  its  officers  and  directors.  The 
present  Board  of  Directors  is  composed 
of  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  busi- 
ness life  of  Fitchburg  and  Leominster. 
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WILEY  & FOSS 


General  Contractors  Who  Have  Extensive  Operations 
in  iThis  City  and  Others  --  Builders  of 
the  Mill  that  Beat  the  Build- 
ing Record 


SHOPS  OF  H.  F.  BARROWS  & SONS.  NORTH  ATTLEBORO, 


When  a city  the  size  of  Fitchburg 
has  resources  in  practically  every  mer- 
cantile and  industrial  field,  making  it  a 
self-sustaining  community,  it  has  rea- 
son to  be  self-congratulatory.  But 
when  it  has  concerns  whose  services 
are  in  demand  in  considerable  other 
territory,  it  has  greater  cause  for  pride 
and  gratification. 

The  firm  of  Wiley  & Foss,  general 
contractors,  with  office  and  plant  on 
Central  street,  corner  of  Brook  street. 


F.  H.  FOSS 


assist  in  the  high  standing  and  reputa- 
tion of  this  city,  for  it  is  not  only  the 
builder  of  most  of  the  large  buildings 
in  Fitchburg,  erected  in  recent  years, 
but  its  operations  in  surrounding  towns 
are  equal  to  those  performed  in  local 
territory,  so  that  the  fame  of  this  con- 
cern is  spread  in  different  communities, 
and  Fitchburg  shares  in  this  prestige. 

The  firm  was  originally  established  in 
1892,  as  contracting  masons,  but  suc- 
ceeding opportunities  induced  it  to  en- 
ter a wider  field,  and  for  the  j)ast  five 
years  the  largest  contracts  in  this  vici- 
nity h.ave  been  handled  with  such  skill 
and  thoroughness  as  to  gain  this  firm 
a standing  among  the  leading  contract- 
ors in  this  section  of  Massachusetts. 

Wiley  & Foss  were  the  contractors 
for  the  mill  of  the  Fitchburg  Yarn  Co., 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  modern 
edifices  of  its  kind  in  this  section,  in  the 
erection  of  which  new  records  were 
made,  the  mill  being  in  operation  six 
months  after  ground  was  broken. 
In  its  construction  were  used  2,000,- 
000  bricks,  1,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  2000 
barrels  of  lime,  18  carloads  of  cement, 
500  tons  of  steel  and  7000  tons  of  gran 
ite. 

Other  manufacturing  buildings  con- 
structed by  Wiley  & Foss  are  Mills  Nos. 
1,  6,  and  8 of  Crocker,  Burbank  & Co., 
Mill  No.  1 of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co., 
the  Shirreffs  Worsted  Co.’s  mill,  mills 
for  the  Grant  Yarn  Co.  and  Parkhill 
Manufacturing  Co.,  the  blanket  mills 
in  Troy,  N.  H.,  shops  for  H.  P.  Bar- 
rows  & Sons  of  North  Attleboro,  the 
New  Home  Sewing  Machine  Co.  of 
Orange,  the  John  A.  Dunn  Chair  Co.  of 
Gardner,  the  Waite  Chair  Co.  of  Bald- 
winvllle,  the  Union  Twist  Drill  Co., 
and  Lee  Bros,  of  Athol,  an  office  build- 


ing for  the  Leavitt  Machine  Co.  of 
Orange,  and  many  others. 

The  Cutler  block,  the  Hastings  block, 
the  nurses’  home  at  Burbank  hospital, 
Hastings  Hall,  the  Ford  & Lyon  garage, 
the  public  library  at  Leominster,  the 
French  and  Smith  Itlocks  at  South 
Framingham,  as  well  as  other  l)uild- 
ings  of  different  types  in  at  least  four 
of  the  New  Flngland  states,  are  exam- 
ples of  their  enterprise  and  workman- 
ship. 

With  such  extensive  contracts  en- 
trusted to  it,  it  follows  that  the  firm  of 
Wiley  & Foss  must  have  one  of  the  fin- 
est and  most  modern  equipments  for 
building  operations.  Its  headquarters 
on  Brook  and  Central  streets  is  a com- 
modious brick  building  where  lime, 
cement,  fireproof  brick  and  other  build- 
ing materials  are  kept  in  stock.  A 
hoisting  jjlant  of  improved,  invention 
and  capacity,  derricks,  engines,  lumber 
and  stagings  are  kept  at  the  yard  on 
River  street,  and  a compressed  air 
plant,  one  of  the  greatest  facilities  in 
up-to-date  construction,  is  in  their  in- 
ventory of  stock  and  materials. 

The  progressiveness  of  this  firm  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  they  have 
added  to  their  other  lines  the  outside 
plastering  of  houses,  a style  of  finish 
\vhich  is  becoming  very  popular  with 
architects  of  advanced  standing.  In 
Fitchburg,  application  has  been  made 
to  residences  for  T.  F.  Howarth,  G.  L. 
Parmenter,  W.  M.  Powell,  Miss  E.  M. 
Cushing,  and  Miss  L.  A.  Phillips. 

The  volume  of  business  done  by  this 
concern  may  be  more  easily  understood 
w'hen  it  is  known  that  it  employs  from 
four  hundred  to  four  hundred  and  fifty 
men  in  active  seasons,  and  during  the 
past  winter  in  dull  building  months, 
kept  three  hundred  men  busy. 

W.  K.  Wiley  and  F.  H.  Foss,  the 
partners  in  this  business,  were  both 


masons  by  trade,  and  combined  efforts 
and  experience  nineteen  years  ago, 
with  a result  that  "he  who  runs  may 
read.’’  Their  success  brings  credit  to 
our  city  as  an  industrial  centre,  and 
gives  it  a distinction  only  second  to  the 
fame  of  the  company  itself. 

Mr.  Foss,  who  is  alderman  from  Ward 
3,  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Merchants’  association,  and  indivi- 
dually as  well  as  combinedly,  these 
gentlemen  are  alert  to  the  opportunities 
of  this  community,  and  are  active  in 
encouraging  and  promoting  its  advan- 
tages and  development. 
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W.  E.  PUTNEY 


The  Oldest 


and  Largest  Insurance  Concern  in  City, 
Offers  Complete  Service 


The  Importance  of  Insurance  is  not 
always  understood  even  by  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  the  protection  It 
offers.  It  Is  not  always  realized  that 
those  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
field  longest  are  most  likely  to  be 
representative  of  the  strongest  and 
soundest  organizations,  and  that  they 
have  Information  and  experience  which 
cannot  be  obtained.  In  a short  time, 
but  which  Is  most  valuable  to  their 
clients.  Though  we  have  said  that 
these  points  of  reliability  and  service 
are  not  commonly  as  seriously  con- 
sidered as  they  should  be  in  our  city, 
they  have  evidently  been  appreciated, 
for  the  agency  of  W.  E.  Putney,  162 
Main  street,  is  the  largest  in  Fitchburg, 
and  has  reached  this  distinctive  posi- 
tion through  years  of  experience  and 
efficient  service. 

Fire,  plate  glass,  bonding,  surety, 
liability,  life,  accident,  rent,  transporta- 
tion and  other  forms  of  insurance  are 
issued  from  this  office,  and  the  policies 
are  written  on  corporations  that  have 


been  established  for  many  years,  and 
have  been  administered  faithfully  and 
progressively,  so  that  the  client  is 
thoroughly  protected,  and  is  assured  of 
equitable  rates  both  in  premiums  and 
adjustments. 

The  Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  in 
the  United  States,  is  represented  by 
Mr.  Putney;  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Cal- 
ifornia, and  Rhode  Island  companies, 
also;  while  foreign  bodies  represented 
include  the  Commercial  Union  As- 
surance Co.  of  England,  the  Scottish 
Union  & National  Insurance  Co.  of 
Scotland,  the  London  Assurance  Co., 
London,  Royal  Insurance  Co.,  Sun  In- 
surance Co.,  London  & Lancashire  Fire 
Insurance  Co.,  Phoenix  Assurance  Co., 
North  British  & Mercantile  Insurance 
Co.,  all  of  England,  and  the  Western 
Assurance  Co,  of  Canada. 

Seventeen  mutual  companies  offei 
their  cooperative  methods  through  the 
Putney  agency;  the  Travelers’  Insur- 


ance Co.  gives  protection  in  its  particu- 
lar field,  the  ..^Etna  Life  and  Accident 
Insurance  Co.,  Hartford  Steam  Boiler 
Insurance  and  Inspection  Co.,  New  York 
Plate  Glass  Insurance  Co.,  Employers’ 
Liability  Assurance  Co.  of  England, 
and  London  Guarantee  & Accident  Co. 
of  England,  covering  other  lines  of  in- 
surance, are  represented  by  this 
agency. 

In  all,  the  Putney  agency  is  the  rep- 
resentative of  fifty-eight  companies, 
which  offer  protection  on  any  property, 
or  any  person  on  which  risks  are  taken. 
The  sound  establishment  of  the  Putney 
business  gives  it  the  choice  of  insur- 
ance organizations,  and  the  selection 
made  includes  not  only  the  corporations 
having  the  largest  assets  and  most  up- 
right administrations,  but  comprises 
companies  widely  apart,  so  that  in  the 
event  of  a widespread  calamity,  but  a 
few  of  them  would  be  involved,  and  the 
investment  of  the  policy-holder  would 
not  be  impaired. 

Mr.  Putney,  the  proprietor  of  this 


business,  has  been  established  since 
1887,  succeeding  Charles  E.  Kirby,  who 
founded  the  agency  in  1879.  Mr.  Put- 
ney has  been  a resident  of  Fitchburg 
since  1873,  and  in  early  years  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Fitchburg  railroad.  He 
was  later  engaged  in  the  coal  trade 
which  he  sold  out  to  enter  his  present 
business,  in  which  he  has  shown 
marked  constructive  ability  and  an  In- 
tegrity which  has  been  rewarded  by 
the  extremely  large  patronage  he  has 
built  up. 

Mr.  Putney  has  the  assistance  of 
S.  J.  Markham,  who  was  with  him  in 
the  coal  business,  also  two  other  so- 
licitors, and  several  clerical  employees. 

He  is  vice-president  of  C.  W.  Ben- 
nett & Co.,  shoe  manufacturers,  is  an 
investor  in  other  manufacturing  and 
financial  organizations  In  our  city.  Is 
the  holder  of  considerable  real  estate, 
and  in  addition  to  the  leading  position 
he  holds  in  insurance  circles.  Is  highly 
regarded  as  a public-spirited  and  rep- 
resentative citizen. 
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A Glance  at  the  Past,  Present  and  Future  of 

Fitchburg 

By  HENRY  A.  GOODRICH 
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Fifty  years  ago,  if  I had  been  asked 
for  my  estimate  of  the  future  of  Fitch- 
burg, I should  doubtless  have  replied 
that  it  depended  on  the  result  of  the 
conditions  then  existing.  We  had  just 
entered  upon  a gigantic  warfare  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  No  one 
could  forecast  the  result,  and  no  one 
could  safely  predict  the  future  of  either 
town,  city  or  nation. 

It  is  equally  true  today  that  the 
future  of  Fitchburg  depends  upon  the 
solution  of  the  problems  now  con- 
fronting both  nation  and  city;  some 
of  which  affect  the  progress  of  the 
whole  country;  some  bearing  more  di- 
rectly upon  the  welfare  of  our  city’s 
institutions  and  people. 

My  memory  goes  back  to  1840.  when 
Fitchburg  was  a provincial  town  of 
2600  inhabitants,  or  to  be  exact,  2604. 
During  forty  years  previous  it  had 
barely  doubled  in  population,  the  cen- 
sus of  1800  showing  1390.  It  was  a 
picturesque  town,  and  an  attractive 
place  to  live.  Old  Rollstone  had  not 
then  been  seriously  disfigured,  and  the 
boulder  remained  on  its  brow  where  it 
was  left  in  the  glacial  period  ages 
before.  The  Upper  Common  was  much 
the  same  as  today,  and  the  Unitarian 
church,  with  its  granite  pillars  in  front, 
was  then  the  finest  building  in  town. 
The  old  academy  stood  on  the  brow 
of  "Science  Hill”  near  the  location  of 
the  Pleasant  street  school  building. 

White  beans  were  growing  where  the 
American  House  now  stands,  and  the 
land  occupied  by  the  railroad  station 
was  a cornfield.  The  whole  territory 
now  occupied  by  Ward  5 was  known 
as  the  Boutelle  pasture.  Summer 
street  was  an  unfrequented  country 
road,  the  thickly  settled  part  of  Water 
street  was  a blueberry  pasture  of  little 
value  to  Its  owner,  and  the  Cleghorn 
district  a barren  hillside.  The  re- 
gion of  Grove  street  was  an  oak  grove, 
where  picnics  and  open  air  meetings 
were  held.  William  Lloyd  Garrison 
once  spoke  to  a large  anti-slavery 
gathering  from  a platform  erected  on 
or  near  the  spot  where  the  new  His- 
torical Society  building  is  being 
erected.  Grove  street  was  made  a pub- 
lic highway  April  20,  1846,  in  accord- 
ance with  a vote  at  a special  town 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

In  my  boyhood,  I often  attended  the 
town  meetings  in  the  old  town  hall 
at  the  upper  end  of  Main  street,  and 
listened  to  the  lively  discussions  of 
local  matters,  not  wholly  unlike  some 
of  the  animated  debates  of  the  present 
city  council.  Going  back  to  1840,  I 
remember  that  the  section  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  court  house,  the  post- 
office  and  the  Athletic  Club  Iniilding 
was  swamp  land  not  considered  suit- 
able for  building  purposes  until  it  had 
been  underdrained  and  filled  in. 

South  Fitchburg,  Pearl  Hill  and 
some  of  the  other  outlying  districts 
have  not  since  changed  much  in  out- 
ward appearance.  South  Fitchburg  is 
now  more  populous  and  has  more 
shops  and  mills,  but  the  greatest 
changes  have  been  in  the  city  proper, 
in  the  Cleghorn,  and  in  West  Fitch- 
burg. 

The  river  at  that  time  was  clear  and 
fish  were  plentiful.  Even  Punch 
brook,  now  regarded  as  a nuisance, 
was  good  spearing  ground  for  "suck- 
ers.” 

The  rollicking  old  stage  coach  drawn 
by  four  horses  was  the  only  public 
conveyance  between  here  and  Boston; 
freighting  was  done  with  four  and 
six  horse  teams;  candles  and  whale- 
oil  lamps  furnished  the  artificial  light, 
while  leathern  buckets  and  hand  en- 
gines were  the  only  fire  extinguishers. 
Day  laborers  were  paid  about  90  cents, 
and  skilled  workmen  $1.50  to  $2  for  a 
day  of  twelve  hours. 

Nearly  all  food  products  cost  less, 
except  flour,  tea,  sugar  and  spices; 
flour  costing  considerably  more  than 
at  present.  Old-fashioned  thrift  was 
still  in  evidence;  a large  proportion  of 
the  residents  owned  their  own  homes, 
and  a person  worth  from  ten  to  twenty 


thousand  dollars  was  considered 
wealthy. 

No  language  other  than  plain  Eng- 
lish was  used  in  store,  shop  or  on  the 
street.  Greek,  Latin  and  French  were 
taught  in  the  academy  but  seldom  if 
ever  heard  in  conversation.  During 
the  year  1841 — seventy  years  ago — 
there  were  at  the  old  academy,  four 
teachers  and  121  pupils,  some  of  whom 
are  still  living,  the  writer  among  the 
number.  Stephen  Holman,  who  was 
principal  of  the  academy  for  several 
years  beginning  in  1843,  is  still  living, 
in  his  ninety-second  year,  well  re- 
membered as  a most  excellent  teacher. 
No  less  than  ten  of  his  pupils  have 
been  members  of  the  Massachusetts 
legislature. 


With  the  opening  of  the  Fitchburg 
railroad,  March  4,  1845,  business  and 
population  in  Fitchburg  began  to  in- 
crease rapidly,  so  that  in  the  ten  years 
from  1840  to  1850,  it  had  nearly 
doubled,  the  census  of  1850  showing  a 
population  of  6120.  In  the  ten  years 
from  1850  to  1860  it  had  increased  to 
7805.  Since  that  time  it  has  steadily 
advanced  until  fifty  years  later,  we 
have  a bustling  city  with  a population 
of  37,826.  An  increase  from  1860  to 
1910  of  30,021. 

What  the  population  of  Fitchburg  is 
to  be  fifty  years  hence,  in  1961,  is  not 
a problem  subject  to  mathematical 
solution.  So  many  elements  of  growth 
enter  into  the  calculation  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  estimate  the  result  with 
any  degree  of  certainty.  Anything 
like  the  ratio  of  increase  for  the  last 
fifty  years  would  carry  it  above  100,- 
000.  This  great  increase  seems  at  first 
thought  improbable, — yet  it  is  not  im- 
possible. 

First  of  all,  the  basis  of  growth  must 
be  an  Increase  of  manufactures,  of 
which  we  have  already  an  unusual 
diversity.  Fitchburg  is  essentially  a 
manufacturing  city,  and  expansion  of 


her  industries  would  demand  a greater 
food  supply,  increased  transportation 
facilities,  more  schools,  more  stores, 
and  a proportionate  gain  in  population 
in  every  direction. 

The  problem  of  a greater  food  sup- 
ply is  not  difficult  of  solution.  There 
is  enough  good  land  in  Fitchburg, 
Ashby,  and  Lunenburg,  if  rightly  de- 
veloped, to  supply  many  thousands. 
If  all  the  good  soil  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts were  brought  up  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  Marshall  farm  and  some  of 
the  Pearl  Hill  farms,  the  result  would 
be  an  important  factor  in  the  future 
of  the  city. 

If  the  ratio  of  increase  in  population 
continues.  Main  street  will  not  much 
longer  accommodate  the  traffic  which 


is  likely  to  follow.  New  avenues  must 
be  opened  between  the  upper  and 
lower  portions  of  the  city.  The  sooner 
this  fact  is  recognized,  the  better  for 
all  concerned.  Civic  betterments  too 
long  delayed  are  apt  to  bring  addi- 
tional burdens  when  necessity  com- 
pels them. 

Any  great  increase  in  population 
would  also  require  an  expansion  of 
building  territory.  Some  parts  of  our 
city  are  already  congested  beyond  the 
standard  of  proper  sanitary  conditions. 
Such  an  expansion  will  undoubtedly 
extend  beyond  the  city  limits,  and 
many  of  those  who  do  business  in 
Fitchburg  will  be  likely  to  reside  in 
Lunenburg  and  other  suburban  towns, 
induced  by  cheap  transportation,  low- 
er taxes  and  comfortable  homes. 
Thus,  while  our  industries  might  in- 
crease and  expand,  the  non-residents 
would  count  against  an  increase  in  the 
population  of  this  city.  This  fact 
should  create  a desire  for  better  civic 
ideals  to  make  this  a more  beautiful 
and  attractive  residential  city. 

One  great  need  is  good  housing  un- 
der strict  building  regulations  regard- 
ing light,  air  and  space.  It  is  en- 


couraging to  note  the  marked  atten- 
tion which  is  being  drawn  to  this  sub- 
ject in  very  many  towns  and  cities 
at  the  present  time. 

Another  important  element  in  the 
future  well-being  of  Fitchburg  is 
proper  sanitation.  With  an  abundant 
supply  of  pure  water,  which  ought  not 
to  be  largely  diverted  to  manufactur- 
ing purposes,  since  we  now  have  plenty 
of  electric  power  at  our  command, 
with  good  drainage,  clean  streets  and 
clean  homes,  a much  larger  population 
might  rest  without  fear  of  serious  epi- 
demic. Sanitary  knowledge  and  ideals 
are  likely  to  increase,  not  only  in  this 
country  but  in  foreign  lands,  so  that 
those  who  come  to  dwell  with  us  will 
not  be  as  likely  to  prove  a menace  in 
this  respect. 

To  make  this  an  ideal  city,  we  need 
not  only  continued  prosperity,  but 
richly-shaded  and  dustless  streets, 
spacious  and  well-kept  grounds  about 
the  residences  and  around  the  school 
buildings  and  manufactories,  the  river 
banks  improved  and  beautified  and 
our  parks  and  play-grounds  kept  am- 
ple for  the  increasing  needs  of  a 
growing  municipality. 

This  should  be  no  difficult  problem, 
if  each  and  every  one  will  do  his  or 
her  part.  Nature  has  been  lavish  in 
her  surroundings.  We  have  all  the 
necessary  elements  if  rightly  directed. 
The  boys  and  girls  of  the  future  will 
become  more  and  more  interested  in 
these  subjects  on  account  of  the  im- 
proved system  of  vocational  and  in- 
dustrial education. 

The  section  of  the  city  around 
Monument  square,  including  the  court 
house,  the  postoffice,  the  public  library, 
the  Wallace  Way  and  the  high  school, 
will  probably  be  for  the  next  fifty 
years  at  least,  what  might  be  termed 
the  civic  center  of  the  city,  with  a 
chance  for  still  greater  inprovements. 

The  normal  school,  so  beautiful  for 
situation  and  so  charming  in  all  Its 
surroundings,  with  extensive  improve- 
ments already  contemplated,  will  con- 
tinue to  be  an  attractive  feature  In 
the  future  of  Fitchburg.  Fifty  years 
hence  the  alumni  of  this  school  will  be 
numbered  by  thousands,  and  the  broad- 
ening influence  of  the  knowledge  ac- 
quired here  can  hardly  be  estimated. 
The  same  is  true  of  our  high  school. 
The  pupils  of  today  and  the  immediate 
future  will  be  among  our  educators 
and  prominent  people  during  the  next 
fifty  years.  Many  of  humble  birth  and 
limited  opportunities  in  early  life,  un- 
less history  contradicts  Itself,  will  be 
holding  responsible  positions  of  honor 
and  trust  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  political  and  social  condition  of 
the  future  Fitchburg,  therefore,  will 
depend  most  of  all  upon  the  general 
character  and  intelligence  of  her  peo- 
ple. Civic  righteousness  and  social 
ecomomics  are  of  much  more  conse- 
quence than  individual  interest  or  an 
unhealthy  growth.  In  this  regard, 
much  will  depend  upon  the  trend  of 
the  generation  next  to  follow.  With 
all  the  advantages  of  the  present  high 
standard  of  education  in  manual  arts, 
in  industrial  training  and  physical 
culture,  fostered  and  encouraged  by 
an  enlightened  public  sentiment,  the 
future  seems  full  of  promise  for  im- 
proved social  conditions. 

During  the  next  fifty  years  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  tide  of  foreign  immi- 
gration may  turn.  Germany  is  already 
doing  all  in  her  power  to  induce  her 
people  to  remain  at  home,  and  the 
Italian  government  is  also  doing  some- 
thing in  this  line.  Other  European 
nations  will  be  likely  to  adopt  the 
same  course.  In  Germany  every  pri- 
vate interest  is  made  subservient  to 
the  public  weal.  The  progressive 
spirit  is  apparent  in  every  department. 
Everything  is  planned  with  a view  to 
future  growth  and  development.  The 
phenomenal  growth  of  her  industries 
and  the  extended  area  and  increased 
population  of  her  cities  during  the  last 
decade,  is  an  object  lesson  for  all  na- 
tions, and  all  ambitious  municipalities. 
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The  future  of  America  lies  mainly 
with  the  generation  now  growing  up 
around  us.  They  are  the  “makers  of 
tomorrow.”  If  peace,  prosperity  and 
progressive  ideals  prevail,  who  can 
estimate  the  progress  of  the  next  half- 
century? 

As  the  fast  diminishing  ranks  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  are  being 
filled  with  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
the  veteran  soldiers,  so  in  our  munici- 
pality the  youth  of  today,  educated  in 
our  schools  and  inspired  with  enthusi- 
astic ■ loyalty  to  American  ideals  and 
American  institutions,  will  in  their 
turn  be  the  controlling  element  in  the 
future  of  Fitchburg. 

“It  is  theirs 

To  make  the  unknown  future  brighter 
Than  the  brightest  dreams  of  all  the 
dreamers. 

Theirs  to  see  the  vision  and  fulfil  it.” 


KEITH  BILL  POSTING  CO. 

Publicity  Promoting  by  Poster 
and  Circular,  as  Well  As 
Sign  Painting,  Under 
One  Proprietor 

The  matter  of  advertising  is  one 
now  seriously  considered,  but  ever 
since  there  have  been  efforts  of  this 
kind  in  outdoor  displays,  the  Keith 
Bill  Posting  Co.  has  been  the  medium 
through  which  Fitchburg  and  sur- 
rounding towns  has  been  served.  It  is 
the  only  concern  in  this  city  which  has 
privileges  of  this  sort,  and  the  terri- 
tory it  covers  extends  to  Gardner 
and  Athol,  and  through  Leominster  to 
Clinton.  It  has  thousands  of  feet  of 
board  under  contract,  and  virtually 
every  hanger  that  is  placed  in  any  out- 
door position  in  this  part  of  Worcester 
county  is  done  by  this  company. 

The  present  proprietor,  T.  F.  Keith, 
was  preceded  by  his  father,  C.  S. 
Keith,  and  this  has  been  the  only  con- 
cern that  has  ever  operated  in  this 
territory.  The  company  takes  all 
sorts  of  contracts — does  all  the  billing 
for  local  playhouses  and  furnishes  the 
space  and  workmanship  for  any  con- 
cern that  desires  to  make  use  of  this 
popular  method  of  publicity. 

As  a member  of  the  New  England 
Bill  Posting  and  National  Bill  Posters’ 
Associations,  all  the  hanging  that  is 
done  by  national  advertisers  in  this 
section  is  performed  by  this  company. 
Its  long  existence  has  naturally  given 
It  unusual  facilities,  and  its  acquain- 
ance  with  this  part  of  the  state  has 
given  it  the  judgment  by  which  the 
most  striking  spaces  are  secured,  and 
posting  done  by  it  is  hung  to  the  best 
advantage  and  where  the  greatest 
number  of  people  are  attracted  by  it. 

T.  F.  Keith,  who  was  associated  with 
his  father  for  a number  of  years,  has 
been  proprietor  of  the  company  for  the 
past  ten  years,  and  three  years  ago 
founded  a si.gn  painting  company.  The 
office  is  at  S Wallace  avenue,  and  the 
workshop  at  304%  Main  street,  around 
the  corner.  Some  of  the  largest  and 
most  striking  signs  have  been  painted 
by  this  concern,  which  operates  suc- 
cessfully on  wood,  glass,  cloth  or  card, 
and  furnishes  original  designs  and  let- 
tering, and  works  in  the  different  ma- 
terials required. 

The  sign  painting  fits  in  with  the 
bill  posting,  as  some  of  the  best  work 
Is  done  on  the  boards  controlled  by 
this  company.  Two  or  three  expert 
painters  are  employed,  and  this  part 
of  the  business  has  been  largely  de- 
veloped in  recent  years. 

Mr.  Keith  was  one  of  the  bill  post- 
ers who  founded  the  New  England 
Association,  and  he  is  up-to-date  and 
aggressive  in  all  the  movements  that 
have  advanced  this  industry  in  later 
years. 


ESTABROOK  PHARMACY 


A Concern  That  Does  As  Large 
a Prescription  Business 
As  Any  In  This 
State 

The  test  of  a pharmaceutical  busi- 
ness lies  in  the  amount  of  the  pre- 
scription work  that  is  done.  An  exten- 
sive stock  and  capable  salesmanship 
will  build  up  many  departments,  but 
the  reliability  of  the  concern,  and  its 
expert  ability,  must  be  demonstrated 
before  the  filling  of  prescriptions  be- 
comes any  great  task. 

Almost  since  the  inception  of  the 
Estabrock  Pharmacy  has  this  store 
been  known  for  its  proficiency  in  com- 
pounding, and  the  patronage  of  this 
department  has  grown  so  steadily  and 


largely  that  it  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  largest  in  the  state.  In  fact,  those 
who  are  in  a position  to  know  state 
that  more  prescriptions  are  filled  here 
in  a year  than  in  any  one  store  in 
Boston,  not  excluding  those  syndicate 
stores  which  do  much  advertising. 

The  confidence  felt  in  the  prescrip- 
tion department  extends  to  all  branch- 
es of  this  concern’s  operations.  Pure 
drugs  and  chemicals  are  handled  with 
the  proprietary  articles,  an  I rem  'dies 
that  are  recognized  for  their  standard 
worth,  druggists’  sundries,  household 
remedies  and  sick  room  supplies;  and 
this  firm  gives  its  honest  opinion  re- 
garding the  merit  of  any  article  that 
is  sold  over  its  counters. 

However,  one  may  be  doubly  sure 
of  quality  and  value  in  most  druggists’ 
supplies,  liniments,  creams,  and  reme- 
dies for  ordinary  ailments,  for  the 
Estabrook  Pharmacy  is  a manufactur- 
ing concern,  and  prepares  a large 
amount  of  its  own  stock;  and  the  firm’s 
label  attached  to  any  article  is  a guar- 
antee of  the  purity  of  the  preparation, 

The  second  floor  of  the  building  at 
196  Main  street,  corner  of  Prichard 
street,  is  used  for  a laboratory,  and 
the  third  floor  for  a stock  room,  the 
premises  being  the  largest  occupied  by 
any  pharmacy  in  this  section. 

Nine  people  are  employed,  including 
several  registered  men. 

H.  A.  Estabrook  wes  an  experienced 
and  reputable  pharmacist  before  com- 
ing to  Fitchburg  thirty  years  ago 
The  business  he  purchased  was  an  old 
established  drug  trade,  and  the  ad- 
vancement he  has  since  made  has 


been  most  creditable  to  our  city  as 
well  as  to  him. 

Mr.  Estabrook  was  one  of  the  phar- 
macists who  made  up  the  first  State 
Board  of  Registration,  and  was  also 
the  youngest  man  on  the  board.  He 
has  been  for  years  a trustee  and  di- 
rector of  the  Massachusetts  College  of 
Pharmacy,  and  he  is  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  New  England  Board  of 
Registration. 

He  is  a trustee  of  the  Worcester 
North  Savings  Institution  and  has 
held  other  positions  of  trust  in  finan- 
cial and  trade  circles,  for  the  integ- 
rity that  has  marked  his  course  as  a 
pharmacist  has  characterized  his  prin- 
ciples among  his  fellow  men,  winning 
from  them  respect  and  admiration  for 
him  as  a business  man,  and  (steem 
for  him  as  a citizen.  Mr.  Estabrook 
was  president  of  both  the  Merchants’ 
Association  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
before  they  were  merged  in  one  body. 


GEORGE  H.  CUTLER 

A Leading  Business  Man  of  Fitchburg — 
Has  Had  a Long  Career 

A business  man  in  Fitchburg  for  the 
past  forty-five  years,  George  H.  Cut- 
ler has  been  identified  with  many 
movements  not  wholly  connected  with 
the  enterprise  with  which  he  has  been 
best  known.  Mr.  Cutler  has  been  in 
the  retail  grocery  business  for  forty- 
two  years,  and  has  Ijeen  an  investor  in 
a number  of  industries  that  are  now  in 
successful  operation  here. 

In  1895  Mr.  Cutler  erected  the  Cut- 
ler block,  where  he  is  located  in  the 
grocery  business,  upon  the  same  site 
where  he  originally  started.  He  is  a 
dealer  in  staple  and  fancy  groceries, 
and  has  one  of  the  best  arranged  stores 
in  our  city.  Fine  hardwood  furnish- 
ings and  fixtures  are  installed,  air-tight 
compartments  contain  the  bulk  goods, 
and  all  commodities  are  handled  in  a 
hygienic  manner  so  that  they  will  be 
kept  free  from  contamination. 

In  fact,  the  construction  of  the 
building  is  well  calculated  to  promote 
the  condition  of  the  goods,  as  its  solid 
walls  and  closely-matched  floors  keep 
it  free  from  many  particles  that  gain 
entrance  in  less  closely  and  finely  con- 
structed buildings. 

The  best  grades  of  groceries  are 
dealt  in  by  this  firm,  and  in  bulk  or 
package  goods,  prepared  or  uncooked 
foods,  all  the  lines  are  handled  that 
have  any  demand  among  particular 
traders. 

Mr.  Cutler  came  to  this  city  in  1865, 
and  three  years  later  he  founded  a 
grocery  business  with  which  his  father 
was  later  connected,  though  for  many 
years  the  present  proprietor  has  been 
the  sole  owner  of  the  business.  His 
long  establishment  in  this  line,  as  well 
as  the  extensive  dealings  he  has  had, 
make  him  known  as  a leader  in  this 
trade. 

Mr.  Cutler  is  a director  in  several 
corporations,  is  a trustee  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Savings  Bank,  and  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  He  is  the  owner 
of  considerable  real  estate  in  addition 
to  the  Cutler  block,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  our  representative  citizens, 
whose  interest  and  encouragement  Is 
given  to  any  project  that  promises  the 
welfare  of  this  community. 


AUSTIN  FURNITURE  CO. 


One  of  the  Largest  Concerns  In 
Worcester  County.  Covers 
Fitchburg  and  Surround- 
ing Territory 

The  stock  and  capacity  of  the  Austin 
Furniture  Co.,  223  Main  street,  are  an 
inducement  to  those  who  are  looking 
for  household  furnishings  to  become 
acquainted  with  this  concern  before 
making  purchases.  As  the  Austin  Fur- 
niture Co.  carries  one  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  Worcester  county,  the  ex- 
amination of  the  goods  carried  is  most 
likely  to  lead  to  a purchase;  and  as 
the  firm  has  long  held  a reputation 
for  relialile  dealings,  the  transactions 
of  the  company  are  increased  by  the 
confidence  that  is  felt  in  their  methods 
as  well  as  in  their  equipment. 

A high  and  medium  grade  of  fur- 
niture is  dealt  in  and  the  most  modest 
or  most  luxurious  residence  may  be 
furnished  completely  from  the  stock. 

A five-story  building  on  Main  street 
is  occupied,  affording  space  of  12,500 
square  feet,  while  a two-story  ware- 
house across  the  river  gives  additional 
area  of  5950  square  feet.  As  this  ca- 
pacity is  utilized  to  its  utmost,  the 
amount  of  stock  carried  may  be  esti- 
mated. 

Kitchen,  dining  room,  chamber,  par- 
lor, library,  hall  and  den  furniture,  and 
the  Charles  Stickney  mission  furniture 
are  shown  in  different  styles,  in  the 
woods  and  finishes  that  are  most  dur- 
able and  attractive;  and  the  finest 
specimens  of  workmanship  are  dis- 
closed in  upholstery  goods,  which  are 
displayed  in  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive quantities  in  this  section. 

Ranges  and  heaters,  crockery,  china, 
and  other  household  wares  in  liberal 
assortment  are  as  interesting  in  their 
own  way.  Each  department  of  the 
business  is  given  expert  attention  and 
a high  standard  is  maintained  in  all. 

The  Austin  Furniture  Co.  has  been 
organized  since  August,  1895,  though 
members  of  the  company  had  for  years 
previous  been  associated  with  the  fur- 
niture trade  in  this  city. 

The  late  James  A.  Austin,  who  was 
president  of  the  corporation  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  was  for  years  a well- 
known  furniture  dealer;  and  James  B. 
Austin,  vice-president,  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Ferdinand  & Austin 
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FITCHBURG  HARDWARE  CO. 

The  Largest  Wholesale  and  Retail  Hardware  Store 
in  Massachusetts 


company  in  1888,  in  which  he  continued 
until  the  Austin  Furniture  Company 
was  formed. 

W.  A.  Austin,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, though  not  in  the  furniture  trade 
immediately  prior  to  the  formation  of 
this  company,  had  nevertheless  an 
earlier  association  with  it  in  connection 
with  his  father,  and  has  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  adopting  the  progres- 
sive policy  the  company  now  pursues. 

The  company  is  the  leader  in  its 
field  in  our  city,  and  the  high  reputa- 
tion it  holds  in  mercantile  circles  is 
a tribute  to  the  integrity  and  ad- 
ministrative ability  of  the  Messrs. 
Austin  and  adds  to  the  reputation  of 
our  city  as  a modern  merchandising 
community. 


GEORGE  BROS. 

Enterprising  Dealers  In  Reliable 
Footwear,  and  Experts 
In  Fine  Shoe 
Repairing 

There  is  a great  difference  in  foot- 
wear, though  the  ordinary  person  can 
tell  very  little  about  the  material  or 
the  workmanship.  In  consequence  the 
average  person  has  to  depend  upon  the 
recommendation  of  his  dealer,  and  the 
more  experienced  the  dealer,  the  more 
confidence  the  customer  has  in  him. 

The  business  of  George  Bros.,  the 
shoe  dealers  at  175  Main  street,  has 
been  built  up  by  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  who,  realizing  that  this  firm 
has  especial  knowledge  of  shoes  and 
leather,  have  been  convinced  that  they 
use  their  experience  and  information 
to  select  the  best  and  most  durable 
makes  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  recom- 
mend them  to  their  patrons  for  just 
what  they  are. 

The  fact  that  this  firm  carries  the 
Marshall  shoe  is  one  point  in  Its  fa- 
vor. This  is  one  of  the  best  made 
Brockton  shoes,  and  in  that  city,  as 
every  one  knows,  the  best  shoemakers 
are  employed,  and  the  best  men’s 
goods  in  the  country  are  turned  out. 
Marshall’s  shoes  are  representative  of 
the  Brockton  factory’s  output,  and 
George  Bros,  handle  them  in  all  the 
lasts  and  leathers  which  this  firm 
places  upon  the  market  each  season. 

The  Charles  Case  shoe,  made  in 
Worcester,  is  another  highly-guaran- 
teed make,  handled  by  this  concern. 
The  Case  shoe,  though  only  a few 
years  upon  the  market,  has  become  one 
of  the  best-known  shoes  manufactured 
In  Massachusetts. 

These  two  makes  give  an  idea  of  the 
quality  of  shoes  handled  by  George 
Bros.,  and  in  other  lines  for  men, 
women  and  children,  equal  experience 
is  shown  by  this  firm  in  selecting  foot- 
wear that  in  workmanship,  material, 
and  variety  of  patterns,  represents  the 
finest  outputs  of  well-known  manu- 
facturers. 

Rubbers,  slippers  and  other  supplies 
are  handled,  and  this  concern  con- 
ducts one  of  the  most  finely-equipped 
and  best-known  repairing  departments 
In  the  city.  All  the  newest  machines 
for  sewing,  tapping,  etc.,  are  operated, 
and  a large  quantity  of  sole  and  upper 
leather  is  kept  on  hand,  so  that  all 
jobs  may  be  promptly  as  well  as  ef- 
ficiently done. 

This  concern  deals  in  leather  and 
shoe  findings,  both  at  wholesale  and 
retail,  and  does  an  extensive  business 
in  these  lines,  covering  a territory  as 
far  as  Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  supply- 
ing nearly  all  of  the  shoemakers  and 
shoe  stores  in  the  surrounding  towns. 
They  are  the  largest  dealers  of  their 
kind  in  this  county  outside  of  Wor- 
cester. They  carry  a very  heavy  stock 
in  the  lines  above  mentioned,  and  em- 
ploy one  traveling  salesman  all  the 
time,  besides  three  people  employed  in 
the  store. 

C.  George,  the  senior  member  of  this 
firm,  has  been  in  Fitchburg  for  seven- 
teen years,  and  formerly  conducted  a 
business  on  Day  street.  A.  George  has 
been  in  this  city  for  twelve  years,  and 
has  always  been  associated  with  his 
elder  brother. 

They  have  occupied  the  store  at  175 
Main  street  for  the  past  five  years. 
Straightforward  and  trustworthy  deal- 
ings with  the  public  have  brought  them 
Increasing  patronage,  and  they  are  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  successful  shoe 
concerns  in  our  city.  Their  store  is 
creditable  alike  to  the  proprietors  and 
to  the  community  with  which  they  are 
Ident'fied. 


The  premises  occupied  by  the  Fitch- 
burg Hardware  Co.  are  among  the  most 
striking  in  this  city.  To  say  that  an 
entire  building  of  five  floors  and  a 
basement  is  in  use  gives  some  idea  of 
the  capacity  of  the  concern,  and  the 
exterior  of  the  brick  building  impresses 
the  observer  with  the  facilities  that  it 
must  afford. 

Yet  this  company  has  still  greater 
capacity  than  that  upon  Main  street, 
for  three  large  storage  houses  along 
the  railroad  tracks  are  used,  and  these 
are  marked  plainly,  so  that  the  traveler 
going  through  Fitchburg  gets  an  idea 
of  the  extent  and  possibilities  of  this 
company. 

Though  the  trade  of  the  concern 
does  not  depend  entirely  upon  local 


consumers,  the  Fitchburg  Har.lware 
Company  is  nevertheless  the  leader  in 
this  field;  and  with  the  volume  of 
transactions  it  enjoys  in  outside  ter- 
ritory. it  stands  among  the  first  in 
Massachusetts,  with  one  of  the  most 
complete  and  heavily-stocked  plants 
in  New  England,  outside  of  Boston. 

Shelf  and  builders’  hardware,  con- 
tractors’ and  blacksmiths’  supplies  are 
some  of  the  main  lines  that  are  dealt 
in.  Each  department  is  heavily 
stocked,  and  there  is  no  tool,  utensil 
or  equipment  required  in  these  in- 
dustries that  is  not  handled  by  this 
concern. 

Lime  and  cement  are  carried,  and 
the  storehouses  are  used  for  such  com- 
modities as  well  as  for  the  immense 
reserve  stock. 

Mill  and  manufacturers’  supplies  are 
carried  in  an  assortment  that  equals 
that  shown  by  any  similar  establish- 
ment in  Worcester  county.  Belting, 
pulleys,  parts  of  machines,  wheels,  and 
operating  tackie  are  handled  in  such 
sizes  and  materials  that  any  order  may 
be  filled  at  once.  Fitchburg  manu- 
facturers are  fortunate  that  much  of 
the  danger  of  delay  in  case  of  a break- 
down is  eliminated  by  the  fact  that 
they  can  get  supplies  immediately  of 
the  Fitchburg  Hardware  Co. 

The  company  has  the  agency  for  the 
Lowe  Bros,  high-standard  paints,  and 
carries  all  sorts  of  oils,  varnishes,  floor 
polishes,  glass,  etc.,  so  that  in  bulk  or 
prepared  goods  it  has  resources  that 
may  be  depended  upon  by  the  large 
or  small  consumer. 


Agricultural  implements  and  tools, 
cutlery,  gas  and  electric  supplies, 
leather  goods,  iron  and  steel  utensils, 
are  to  be  found  among  the  extensive 
stock. 

This  company  is  also  the  largest 
dealer  in  sporting  goods  in  this  city, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  mention  any 
article  not  represented  here.  Guns,  re- 
volvers, etc.,  have  an  especial  depart- 
ment. Snowshoes,  skates,  canoes,  and 
equipment  for  golf  and  other  outdoor 
sports,  are  shown. 

Each  of  the  five  floors  occupied 
by  the  concern  has  something  to  offer, 
and  the  various  departments  are  each 
as  complete  as  if  it  were  the  exclusive 
stock  of  one  store.  Under  one  roof, 
however,  the  different  lines  are  handled 


with  far  greater  economy  and  expedi- 
tion than  as  if  each  were  conducted 
separately. 

The  building,  erected  in  1901  for  this 
company,  was  planned  for  its  con- 
venience. The  space  for  each  depart- 
ment was  estimated,  freight  and  pas- 
senger elevators  installed,  and  the 
shipping  rooms  and  offices  were  made 
adjacent  to  the  freight  elevator.  Teams 
are  backed  up  to  the  shipping  depart- 
ment in  the  rear  without  disturbing 
Main  street  traffic  or  causing  any  de- 
lay in  the  firm’s  own  shipments,  and 
the  storage  houses  have  direct  com- 
munication with  the  railroad,  so  that 
there  is  no  unnecessary  hauling,  un- 
loading or  shipping  being  done  with 
equal  facility  and  economy. 

Pfioor  space  of  40,000  square  feet  is 
occupied  and  some  fifty  people  are 
employed.  The  company  has  a whole- 
sale trade  that  extends  from  Green- 
field to  Concord,  Mass.,  east  and  west, 
and  from  Worcester  to  Rutland,  Vt., 
north  and  south,  and  has  several  trav- 
eling salesmen.  For  local  deliveries, 
five  teams  and  an  automobile  are  kept 
in  commission. 

The  business  was  Incorporated  in 
July,  1903,  and  has  for  its  present  offi- 
cers M.  B.  Damon,  president;  W.  T. 
Hidden,  vice-president;  R.  D.  Gould, 
treasurer,  Charles  J.  Russell,  secretary. 

The  business  dates  back  to  1858, 
when  it  was  founded  by  Wright,  Ken- 
dall & Co.  A number  of  changes  fol- 
lowed, after  which  Isaac  C.  Wright  be- 
came sole  proprietor.  February  1,  1880, 
Myron  B.  Damon  was  admitted  to 


partnership,  and  February  1,  1886,  R. 
D.  Gould  became  a member  of  the 
firm.  In  1892,  Mr.  Wright’s  interests 
were  purchased,  and  the  firm  became 
Damon  & Gould,  continuing  under  that 
name  until  the  time  of  incorporation. 

Messrs.  Damon  and  Gould  have  been 
connected  with  the  business  thirty- 
five  and  twenty-nine  years  respective- 
ly, and  under  their  direction  the  great- 
est development  and  advancements 
have  been  made.  It  is  a business  house 
that  reflects  great  credit  upon  this 
city,  and  calls  attention  to  the  oppor- 
tunities Fitchburg  presents  as  a mer- 
cantile center,  and  for  transportation 
conveniences.  It  also  speaks  of  the 
acumen  and  energy  of  the  men  who 
have  built  it  up  to  its  present  fore- 
most position. 

Messrs.  Damon  and  Gould  are  stock- 
holders in  other  manufacturing  and 
financial  establishments  in  this  city, 
and  are  numbered  among  the  repre- 
sentative and  responsible  citizens  of 
this  community. 


WOOD  TURNING 

Enterprising  Methods  and  Up-to- 
Date  Facilities  In  Use  by 
The  Mossman  Wood 
Turning  Co. 

When  a concern  reaches  a certain 
point  in  its  operations  it  seems  quite 
as  easy  to  go  backward  as  to  go  for- 
ward, and  it  has  sometimes  been  un- 
fortunately demonstrated  in  our  own 
city  as  well  as  others  that  the  retro- 
grade movement  is  the  one  that  has 
been  practiced. 

Though  this  has  not,  of  course,  been 
the  general  rule,  it  is  pleasant  to  con- 
template the  career  of  one  of  the  old- 
est established  Industrial  concerns  in 
our  city,  the  Mossman  Wood  Turning 
company,  which  in  more  than  forty 
years’  existence  has  had  a continually 
constructive  and  advancing  career. 

This  concern,  with  plant  in  the  rear 
of  9 Main  street,  has  from  its  earliest 
founding  been  a leader  in  its  field  and 
has  never  relinquished  its  claim;  not 
resting  upon  past  performances  Ipr 
reputation  gained,  but  keeping  abreast 
or  in  advance  of  the  times,  and  by 
high-grade  work  and  a superior  prod- 
uct, retaining  the  favor  of  early  cus- 
tomers and  annually  adding  new  ones. 

To  do  this  the  company  uses  the 
best  raw  material  obtainable,  generally 
white  birch;  has  the  finest  equipment 
in  machinery  and  replaces  its  equip- 
ment when  any  invention  has  been 
made  that  will  improve  production.  In 
consequence  the  plant  is  one  of  the 
most  modern  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  The  force  of  men  employed 
includes  some  twenty  skilled  men,  most 
of  whom  have  been  with  the  company 
for  years  and  are  aware  that  accurate 
and  thorough  workmanship  is  de- 
manded. 

The  company  is  an  organization  of 
practical  woodturners  and  manufac- 
turers of  artistic  and  novelty  turned 
goods.  The  output  includes  cane  bead 
dowel,  organ  knobs,  plain  and  beaded 
balls  and  knobs  for  rattan  chairs,  go- 
carts  and  carriages,  handles  for  electric 
switches,  separators,  curry  combs, 
glass  cutters,  rubber  stamps,  file  and 
crank  handles  of  every  description,  in 
plain  wood  or  shellacked,  or  any  kind 
of  enamel  finish,  with  or  without 
ferrules. 

Foreign  woods  are  used  for  some  of 
the  novelties,  though  the  company  has 
its  own  stumpage  from  which  its  do- 
mestic lumber  is  obtained. 

It  has,  in  effect,  every  facility  for 
doing  business  promptly  and  economi- 
cally and  is  able  to  enter  any  market 
and  quote  prices  that  gain  it  a favor- 
able hearing  and  usually  an  order. 

Jerome  Mossman  has  been  with  the 
company  since  it  was  founded  in  1870 
as  L.  Brown  & Co.  Since  1891  he  has 
been  the  only  member  of  the  firm 
of  which  he  was  once  a partner. 

The  premises  occupied  are  the  most 
extensive  of  any  wood  turning  estab- 
lishment in  this  section,  several  differ- 
ent floors  and  basements  of  the  Wa- 
chusett  Machine  company’s  buildings 
being  used. 

Mr.  Mossman  has  been  about  as  long 
associated  with  this  business  as  any  of 
Fitchburg’s  manufacturers  in  one  line. 
His  enterprise  and  integrity  have  ad- 
vanced it  to  its  present  volume  and 
success  and  he  is  an  example  of  the 
type  of  efficient  industrial  men  that 
has  given  Fitchburg  its  reputation  as 
a machine  and  manufacturing  center. 
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NICHOLS  & FROST 

Leading  Department  Store  in  This  City  Under 
Present  Proprietorship  27  Years 


EAST  SIDE 


WEST  SIDE 


It  is  usual  in  every  city  that  one 
concern  stands  a little  higher  in  the 
favor  and  affections  of  the  public  than 
all  others.  This  condition,  in  any 
event,  prevails  in  Fitchburg,  and  few 
If  any  will  dispute  the  statement  that 
Nichols  & Frost  occupy  this  most  de- 
sirable position. 

This  department  store  dates  back  to 
1860,  when  it  was  founded  by  L.  J. 
Brown,  and  it  was  bought  out  by  F.  I. 
Nichols  and  W.  A.  Frost  in  1884.  But 
even  this  long  period  of  service  does 
not  altogether  explain  the  supremacy 
of  the  concern,  for  many  old  houses 
have  lessened  rather  than  increased 
patronage  as  the  years  advance. 

The  popularity  and  success  of  this 
firm  may  be  attributed  to  its  honesty. 
This  is  not  only  a policy  but  an  in- 
stinctive principle  of  the  concern  and 
has  been  practiced  so  steadfastly  that 
customers  never  doubt  it.  Consequent- 
ly when  Nichols  & Frost  offer  selected 
lines  of  goods  in  their  eighteen  de- 
partments, it  is  realized  by  the  cus- 
tomers that  the  goods  are  just  what 
the  firm  says  they  are;  that  the  price 
has  been  fixed  according  to  value,  and 
that  there  is  no  misrepresentation  then 
or  at  any  other  time. 

Another  recommendation  of  this 
house  is  that  it  deals  in  nothing  shod- 
dy. Its  guarantee  of  quality  goes  with 
every  article  of  merchandise  sold,  and 
a stock  is  carried  that  makes  such  a 
guarantee  practical.  The  result  is  that 
this  house  holds  the  class  of  trade 


which  looks  first  for  genuineness  and 
dependability. 

Service  is  another  feature;  readiness 
and  willingness  to  show  goods,  to  be 
considerate  and  courteous,  and  to  take 


an  interest  in  their  stock  and  pros- 
pective customers,  is  demanded  of  all 
the  salespeople. 

The  store,  located  at  150-156  Main 
street,  with  a women’s  shop  at  164 
Main  street,  is  the  most  metropolitan 
of  Fitchburg’s  department  establish- 
ments. Dry  goods,  domestics,  women’s 
furnishings,  gloves,  hosiery,  and  knit 
underwear,  etc.,  are  carried  on  the 
street  floor,  as  well  as  a book  and  sta- 
tionery department,  a recent  and  rapid 
development. 

The  second  floor  is  used  for  the  gar- 
ment and  milinery  departments,  and 
these  are  more  fully  and  discriminately 


WOMEN’S  SHOP 


stocked  than  any  similar  ones  in  the 
city.  The  lines  handled  appeal  to 
fastidious  people,  and  in  ready-to-wear 
suits,  garments,  waists,  skirts,  etc.,  the 
most  seasonable  and  nobby  styles  are 
shown  in  all  fabrics  and  designs  that 
can  be  purchased  in  the  fashion 
centers. 

The  millinery  department  has  the 
service  of  expert  milliners  and  some  of 
the  most  exclusive  creations  in  head- 
wear  are  shown  each  season. 

Rugs,  draperies,  carpets,  trunks, 
suit-cases  and  bags  are  handled  on  the 
third  floor,  and  this  is  one  of  the  in- 
novations that  has  been  successfully 
promoted  by  the  present  firm.  On  this 
floor  is  also  located  one  of  the  most 
complete  art  needlework  departments 
in  Worcester  county. 

The  main  floor  of  the  establishment 
is  100  by  60  feet.  A total  of  some 
25,000  square  feet  is  occupied  and  an 
average  of  ninety  people  are  employed. 

The  Women’s  Shop,  and  annex  at 
164  Main  street  introduced  two  years 
ago,  affords  special  conveniences  for 
the  display  of  corsets,  muslin  under- 
wear, infants’  wear  and  knit  goods. 
Here  also  may  be  found  skilled  workers 
in  manicuring  and  hairdressing. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  with  L.  J.  Brown  In 
earlier  years  and  Mr.  Frost  was  con- 
nected with  a dry  goods  house  in  Bos- 
ton before  entering  into  this  partner- 
ship. 

In  the  past  ten  years  the  premises 
occupied  have  been  thoroughly  over- 
hauled and  improved  and  facilities  pro- 
vided in  accordance  with  the  highest 
standard  of  modern  merchandising. 
As  said  in  the  beginning,  the  firm  is 
freely  acknolwedged  to  be  the  leader 
in  its  field  in  this  city,  and  the  pres- 
tige of  their  commercial  standing  is 
also  bestowed  upon  Messrs.  Nichols 
and  Frost  as  responsible  residents  of 
this  municipality. 


A.  A.  LITTLE 

Grocer  and  Meat  Man  Whose 
Capable  Management  Has 
Resulted  in  Desirable 
Success 

Quality  and  service  will  be  remem- 
bered long  after  the  price  has  been 
forgotten,  and  it  is  by  giving  value  in 
high-grade  goods  and  attending  con- 
siderately to  all  details  that  the  devel- 
opment and  success  of  the  business  of 
A.  A.  Little  has  been  accomplished. 

The  stores  occupied  by  Mr.  Little  at 
2 and  6 Main  street  were  not  combined 
when  he  first  entered  business.  On 
the  contrary,  he  purchased  the  grocery 
business  at  2 Main  street,  corner  of 
Myrtle  avenue,  of  the  heirs  of  C.  T. 
Harding,  December  7,  1899,  and  some 
three  years  afterward  purchased  the 
market  adjoining.  Both  branches  have 
been  expanded  under  Mr.  Little’s  pro- 
prietorship, and  no  grocery  and  meat 
concern  in  our  city  handles  a better 
or  larger  line  of  goods,  or  caters  more 
successfully  to  discriminating  people. 

Mr.  Little  not  only  has  the  best 
trade  in  his  part  of  Fitchburg,  but  he 
has  customers  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  city,  and  his  policy  of  quality  and 
square  dealing  meets  with  the  approval 
of  all. 


In  the  grocery  store,  not  only  the 
finest  quality  of  staple  groceries,  but 
the  fancy  groceries,  table  condiments, 
pickled,  canned  and  tinned  goods, 
sauces  and  piquant  dishes  demanded 
by  fastidious  people  are  carried  in  one 
of  the  most  extensive  lines  shown  in 
our  city.  Fresh  fruits,  vegetables,  nuts 
and  other  appetizing  foods  are  handled, 
and  everything  in  desirable  foodstuffs 
is  fresh  and  plentiful. 

The  meat  department  is  fully  as 
complete,  with  all  varieties  of  fresh  and 
cured  meats,  poultry  and  game  in  sea- 
son. All  stock  is  handled  with  a skill 
and  ability  most  desirable  from  a san- 
itary point  of  view. 

Four  people  are  employed,  and  two 
teams  regularly  used,  while  a third 
is  often  needed. 

Mr.  Little  has  been  in  Fitchburg 
since  1887,  and  has  been  in  the  gro- 
cery and  meat  business  all  that  time. 
He  had  his  own  meat  market  for  a 
short  time  and  also  owned  a grocery 
store  which  he  sold  at  the  end  of  a 
year.  He  has  been  employed  by  some 
of  our  best  concerns,  and  when  he  took 
possession  of  his  present  stand,  he  had 
a wide  experience  of  the  best  sort,  as 
was  demonstrated  in  the  able  Itolicy 
he  put  into  effect,  and  which  he  has 
pursued  unerringly  and  with  marked 
success. 

Mr.  Little  is  one  of  our  leading  mer- 
chants and  as  a citizen  assists  in  for- 
warding any  movement  of  benefit  to 
this  community. 


LYONS,  DAVIS  & CO. 

One  of  the  Finest  Clothing  Stores 
in  the  City.  Is  Especially 
Modem  and  Up- 
to-Date 

The  fact  that  a firm  has  been  in 
business  for  a substantial  period  and 
has  always  dealt  fairly  and  honestly 
with  its  patrons,  is  a much  needed 
recommendation,  nowadays.  But  being 
alive  to  modern  methods  of  merchan- 
dising, rendering  up-to-date  service, 
and  employing  improved  equipment, 
gives  it  double  the  reputation  it  would 
have  if  it  only  relied  on  the  qualifi- 
cations first  mentioned. 

The  firm  of  Lyons,  Davis  & Co.,  158 
Main  street,  is  representative  of  high- 
class  merchandising  in  clothing  and 
men’s  furnishings,  handling  the  lines  of 
goods  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
and  having  the  finest  fixtures  and  im- 
provements by  which  stock  is  kept  in 
the  best  of  condition  and  shown  most  ad- 
vantageously. The  store  occupied  is 
the  best  lighted  in  the  city,  giving  the 
customer  the  opportunity  to  thorough- 
ly examine  the  goods.  Two  years  ago 
it  was  entirely  remodelled,  and  among 
the  improvements  installed  were  cab- 
inets where  each  coat  is  hung  separate- 
ly and  trousers  and  vests  are  folded 


neatly  in  the  space  beneath.  There  is 
no  pulling  or  hauling  to  produce  suits 
and  each  garment  is  kept  unwrinkled. 

Such  makes  of  clothing  as  A.  Shu- 
man of  Boston,  Rosenberg  and  Michel 
Sterns  of  Rochester,  are  dealt  in, 
and  in  either  suits  or  garments  ex- 
perience and  ability  is  shown  in  the 
selection  of  lines  that  meet  the  highest 
demands  for  style,  texture  and  work- 
manship. 

Lamson  & Hubbard’s  hats  are  car- 
ried, and  in  all  men’s  furnishings  the 
best  manufacturers’  products  are 
handled,  each  season’s  styles  being 
presented  as  soon  as  they  are  offered 
by  the  wholesale  houses. 

A balcony  added  to  the  street  floor 
gives  added  capacity,  and  prompt  and 
courteous  service  is  rendered  by  the 
corps  of  six  people  employed. 

William  J.  Lyons,  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  has  been  in  the  cloth- 
ing business  for  thirty-two  years,  and 
in  1885  became  a partner  in  the  firm 
of  Albee  & Lyons.  In  1900,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Albee,  Nelson  W.  Davis 
was  admitted  to  partnership  and  there 
has  been  particular  progress  and  suc- 
cess in  the  succeeding  years. 

Mr.  Davis  had  been  employed  in  the 
clothing  trade  previous  to  entering 
this  firm,  and  the  company  as  now  con- 
stituted is  one  of  the  most  expert  and 
energetic  in  our  city,  standing  as  lead- 
ers in  this  business  and  maintaining 
an  establishment  known  for  reliable 
and  honest  dealing,  with  a service 
complete  in  every  department. 
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EDWARD  O.  EARLS,  Ph.G. 


Old  Established  Drug  Store  Is 
Under  Efficient  and  Enter- 
prising Proprietor- 
ship 

There  is  a certain  prestige  connected 
with  an  old  established  business  that 
is  always  valuable,  though  it  must  be 
confessed  that  nowadays  people  at- 
tach more  Importance  to  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  served  than  to  the 
length  of  time  that  service  has  been 
offered  them.  However,  when  they 
have  become  accustomed  to  a partic- 
ular trading  place  and  find  that  it  is 
one  of  the  best  in  its  field,  there  is  a 
permanency  to  the  patronage  that 
makes  for  continued  success. 

The  pharmacy  of  Edward  O.  Earls 
has  these  two  attributes  that  are  most 
necessary  for  success.  The  business 
Itself  is  one  of  old-established  reputa- 
tion, and  under  the  proprietorship  of 
Mr.  Earls  since  1905  it  has  offered  a 
complete  service  that  has  been  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  the  trade  of  the  old 
house,  and  to  attract  considerable  new. 

It  is  one  of  the  A.  D.  S.  stores  in 


dealing  that  is  a maintained  policy  of 
the  establishment.  Mr.  Earls  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Fitchburg  Druggists’  and 
the  State  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions, and  is  numbered  among  the  lead  ■ 
ers,  both  as  a chemist  and  as  a busi- 
ness man  of  integrity. 


MERRIAM  & ROLPH 

Successful  Hay  and  Grain  Deal- 
ers With  Well-earned  and 
Enviable  Reputa- 
tion 

Fitchburg  is  a city  practically  inde- 
pendent in  the  completeness  of  its  own 
resources,  and  there  is  hardly  a man- 
ufacturing or  merchandising  field  that 
has  not  some  representative  here.  The 
fact  that  we  are  a growing  community 
means  necessarily  an  influx  of  new 
business  concerns,  yet  in  almost  every 
line  there  are  one  or  two  old  estab- 
lishments whose  methods  are  familiar 
to  our  people  and  whose  reputation  is 
that  of  soundness  and  reliability. 

In  the  hay,  grain  and  feed  business 


EDWARD  O.  EARLS 


this  city,  and  this  means  that  the  con- 
cern has  the  opportunity  of  getting  all 
the  remedies  and  druggists’  supplies 
that  are  known  to  the  trade.  The 
American  Druggists’  Syndicate  now 
numbers  some  12,000  members,  com- 
bined to  manufacture  every  pharma- 
ceutical product,  and  to  effect  the 
most  reasonable  price  for  them. 

Complete  lines  of  drugs  and  chem- 
icals are  dealt  in  here,  while  druggists’ 
sundries,  toilet  articles,  fancy  goods, 
confectionery  of  superior  quality,  and 
smokers’  supplies,  are  also  carried. 

This  concern  is  capable  of  dispens- 
ing American,  English,  and  foreign 
prescriptions,  and  the  compounding  is 
accurately  and  scientifically  done.  Mr. 
Earls  manufactures,  and  sells,  both  at 
wholesale  and  retail,  lemonade  and 
orangeade  powders.  Developing  and 
printing  for  amateurs  is  done  here, 
and  prompt  and  efficient  service  given 
to  the  customers. 

The  business  was  founded  February 
28,  1867,  by  William  A.  Macurda  & 
Co.,  and  has  had  but  three  man- 
agements, Mr.  Earls  succeeding  E.  A. 
Sawyer.  The  solid  black  walnut  fix- 
tures of  early  days,  now  extremely 
rare,  are  still  in  place,  though  one  of 
the  modern  improvements  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  soda  fountains  in  this 
city. 

Mr.  Earls  is  now  in  his  twenty-sec- 
ond year  as  a druggist,  and  had  an 
early  experience  In  the  southern  part 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  later 
employed  in  the  North,  and  in  Fitch- 
burg was  head  clerk  for  A.  H.  Burgess 
for  three  years,  and  for  Hayes  & Pier- 
son for  one  year. 

In  the  past  six  years.  Mr.  Earls  has 
not  only  ably  demonstrated  his  experi- 
ence and  ability  as  a pharmacist,  but 
has  given  evidence  of  his  enterprise 
and  progressive  business  ability. 

Though  somewhat  removed  from  the 
center  of  the  trading  district,  Mj. 
Earls  has  attracted  trade  through  the 
fine  stock  offered,  and  the  square 


there  is  no  concern  better  or  more 
widely  known  in  this  section  than  Mer- 
riam  & Rolph,  with  warehouses  and 
office  at  47  Main  street,  where  they 
have  been  located  since  1877.  The  busi- 
ness was  founded  three  years  previous 
to  this  date,  in  1874,  and  in  the  period 
succeeding  there  has  been  a continual 
development,  lesuUing  in  an  extensive 
patronage  and  a reputation  for 
straightforward  and  upright  trans- 
actions. 

Hay,  grain,  feed  and  straw  are  the 
chief  commodities  carried  and  whole- 
sale as  well  as  retail  trade  is  accom- 
modated. The  storehouses  are  located 
right  close  to  the  railroad  tracks,  so 
that  the  unloading  of  cargoes  is  ex- 
peditiously and  economically  done,  and 
every  improved  equipment  is  used  that 
will  better  the  service  and  allow  the 
firm  to  sell  at  the  lowest  market  quo- 
tation. 

The  storehouses  have  a capacity  of 
forty  carloads,  and  as  a complete  and 
large  stock  is  kept  on  hand  at  all  times, 
there  is  no  order,  great  or  small,  that 
cannot  be  filled  immediately. 

Four  men  are  employed  and  two 
teams  regularly  used,  although  many 
of  the  customers  draw  their  own  sup- 
plies and  other  transportation  facilities 
are  hired  as  the  occasion  demands 
them. 

J.  W.  Merriam  is  one  of  a family 
which  has  always  been  in  the  grain 
and  feed  business  in  or  about  Fitch- 
burg, and  F.  L.  Rolph  is  connected  with 
the  same  family.  When  this  partner- 
ship was  formed  in  November,  1874, 
the  quarters  then  occupied  were  in  the 
old  Universalist  church  building.  Three 
years  later  they  moved  into  their  pres- 
ent quarters. 

Mr.  Merriam  and  Mr.  Rolph  are 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Merchants’  association,  and  both  are 
known  for  their  Interest  in  Fitchburg’s 
advancement  and  welfare  and  are  num- 
bered among  our  representative  mer- 
chants and  citizens. 


S.  E.  BRIGHAM 

Blacksmith  and  Carriage  Worker 
With  Longest  Business 
Record  in  This 
City 

Sometimes  a man  goes  through  life 
who  is  always  young.  He  may  have 
reached  the  allotted  age  of  threescore 
years  and  ten,  but  still  he  will  be 
seventy  years  young  and  neither  he 
nor  his  neighbors  think  of  him  as  being 
old. 

This  is  something  of  the  feeling  ex- 
pressed by  friends  and  business  asso- 
ciates or  customers  of  S.  E.  Brigham, 
who  has  been  established  in  business 
since  1856  and  is  the  oldest  trades- 
men in  our  city;  though  for  that  mat- 
ter Mr.  Brigham  is  just  as  hardy, 
young  and  active  as  many  men  who 
started  in  business  a quarter  of  a 
century  after  him. 

Not  only  has  Mr.  Brigham  been  pro- 
prietor of  his  own  shop  for  the  past 
fifty-five  years,  but  he  has  been  located 
on  his  present  property  since  1859, 
having  built  it  after  he  had  been  on 
West  Main  street  near  River  street  for 
three  years. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  Mr. 
Brigham  has  one  of  the  best  patron- 
ized establishments  in  this  city.  A 
man  of  his  long  career,  whose  dealings 
and  workmanship  have  always  been 
reliable  and  thorough,  gets  his  recom- 
mendations from  satisfied  customers; 
and  this  recommendation  for  Mr.  Brig- 
ham, it  may  be  said,  has  passed  to 
many  of  his  present  customers  from  a 
preceding  generation. 

The  building  at  7 and  9 Brook  street, 
with  another  at  123  Elm  street,  is 
completely  equipped  with  materials 
and  tools  to  perform  any  sort  of  black- 
smithing  or  carriage  woodwork.  Horse- 
shoeing is  carefully  and  expertly  done. 


S.  E.  BRIGHAM 

iron  work  of  various  kinds  executed, 
tires  reset,  and  jobbing  in  iron  or  wood 
work  done. 

The  horse  or  carriage  owner  of 
Fitchburg  or  vicinity  is  convinced  of 
the  wisdom  of  taking  his  work  here  if 
he  wants  it  painstakingly  done,  and 
that  it  may  be  done  promptly  as  well 
as  expertly  three  men  are  employed  all 
the  year  round  and  from  six  to  eight 
in  the  driving  and  outdoors  season. 

Mr.  Brigham  comm,enced  work  in 
Fitchburg  in  1856,  and  while  devoting 
himself  unrestrictedly  to  his  trader 
refusing  public  office  or  other  posi- 
tions, he  has  nevertheless  impressed 
his  honorable  personality  upon  this 
community  and  has  won  distinction  for 
his  long  career  and  for  the  integrity 
and  straightforwardness  that  have 
been  identified  with  it. 


INTERIOR  CHAFFIN  STORE 


J.  F.  CHAFFIN  CO. 

Favorite  Music  House  Continues 
Methods  Which  Have 
Brought  Popu- 
larity 

The  history  of  music  is  older  than 
that  of  civilization.  The  most  savage 
races  are  found  to  have  some  rude 
musical  instruments,  sufficient  at  least 
to  mark  certain  divisions  of  time,  and 
to  serve  as  accompaniment  to  the 
dance.  Those  less  savage  have  melo- 
dies, while  in  all  recorded  instances 
where  nations  have  advanced  from 
barbarism  to  civilization,  music  has 
followed  the  national  growth,  and  so 
today  an  up-to-date  music  house  must 
have  a complete  line  of  musical  goods 
in  all  departments.  Such  a house  you 
will  find  at  157  Main  street,  and  its 
proprietors  ask  you  to  come  in  and 
convince  yourself. 

In  the  rush  of  living  which  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  present  day,  many 
people  find  little  time  to  inquire  about 
their  neighbors  or  very  closely  about 
the  business  concerns  with  whom 


they  have  dealings.  Much  is  taken 
for  granted  in  most  mercantile  houses, 
though  there  are  of  course  exceptions 
to  this  rule.  In  the  piano  and  musical 
merchandise  trade  particularly,  people 
in  general  know  but  little  of  such 
goods,  and  must  depend  largely  upon 
the  integrity  and  experience  of  the 
dealer.  In  such  a case  they  turn 
naturally  to  a house  long  established, 
and  well  spoken  of  by  its  customers, 
whose  probity  and  professional  stand- 
ing have  become  as  much  an  under- 
stood condition  by  the  public  at  large 
as  the  soundness  of  the  city’s  best 
financial  institutions.  Because  of  such 
a reputation  the  firm  of  J.  F.  Chaffin 
Co.,  157  Main  street,  stands  among 
the  foremost  of  piano  houses  in  Wor- 
cester county,  and  by  reason  of  its 
long  history  in  Fitchburg,  has  the  par- 
ticular confidence  of  the  public  here. 

This  house  was  founded  by  J.  F. 
Chaffin  in  1877,  and  his  good  judg- 
ment is  shown  in  the  stock  carried, 
which  is  among  the  most  extensive  and 
complete  shown  by  any  such  concern, 
and  the  guarantee  of  the  firm  always 
accompanies  any  article  that  is  sold. 

'This  firm  has  the  agency  for  the 
high-class  Krakauer  piano  and  player- 
piano,  instruments  that  are  recom- 
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mended  by  professional  performers, 
and  which  in  tone,  volume,  and  ease 
of  execution  are  among  the  leading 
pianos  sold  in  this  country.  The 
Bourne  is  another  well-known  make 
handled  here,  beside  the  Webster  and 
others;  so  that  each  customer’s  purse 
may  be  suited,  and  each  one  get  the 
instrument  that  is  the  highest  value 
for  the  price  asked.  So  many  are 
shown  that  in  wood,  workmanship  and 
pattern  no  taste  need  remain  unsatis- 
fied. They  also  carry  a large  line  of 
second-hand  pianos  and  organs. 

Orchestral  and  band  instruments  are 
carried  in  the  most  extensive  assort- 
ment displayed  in  our  city;  while 
folio  and  sheet  music,  stools,  racks, 
and  other  merchandise  required  for 
home  furnishings  or  professional  pur- 
poses can  be  obtained  here  from  the 
supply  that  is  always  at  hand. 

Bight  competent  people  are  em- 
ployed, so  that  a demonstration  of  any 
instrument  may  be  given,  and  the 
stock  expertly  and  courteously  shown. 

This  firm  has  the  agency  for  the 
New  Home  sewing  machines,  which  is 
an  important  part  of  its  transactions, 
and  in  the  development  of  this  depart- 
ment energy  and  foresight  have  been 
shown. 

In  the  tuning  department  the  best 
of  workmen  are  employed,  and  the 
house  is  in  a position  to  tune  and  re- 
pair pianos  and  organs,  besides  all 
other  musical  instruments,  in  a satis- 
factory manner. 


H.  L.  SAWYER  & CO. 

Undertakers  of  Prominence  and 
High  Repute— An  Estab- 
lishment Dating 
from  1868 

In  no  business  or  profession  is  an 
established  and  reputable  standing  of 
such  importance  as  in  undertaking  and 
embalming.  People  go  to  such  an  es- 
tablishment only  when  necessary,  and 
are  naturally  anxious  to  consult  a firm 
in  which  they  have  confidence,  and 
which  has,  perhaps,  been  called  in  fam- 
ily affairs  before. 

The  business  of  H.  L.  Sawyer  & Co. 
was  founded  in  1868  by  M.  W.  Cum- 
mings; in  1898  Mr.  Sawyer  purchased 
it  of  the  Cummings  estate,  so  that  in 
forty-three  years  there  has  scarcely 
been  an  interruption  in  the  existence 
of  this  house.  This  house,  both  under 
its  present  proprietorship  and  its  pre- 
decessor, has  always  had  the  confidence 
of  the  public.  The  offices  of  undertak- 
ing, embalming  and  funeral  directing 
have  been  conducted  with  ability  and 
thoroughness,  and  all  the  services  ne- 
cessary are  carried  on  with  unobtru- 
siveness and  tact  most  appreciated  in 
the  time  of  sorrow. 

At  the  office  and  warerooms  at  211 
Main  street  is  carried  the  largest  line 
of  funeral  furnishings  shown  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  The  stockrooms 
are  equipped  in  the  most  modern  man- 
ner, So  that  goods  are  shown  in  sur- 
roundings that  do  not  call  to  mind  too 
acutely  the  occasion  for  which  they 
are  needed. 

The  concern  owns  its  rolling  stock, 
comprising  some  of  the  handsomest 
and  finest  equipages  used  in  this  ser- 
vice, and  two  or  three  assistants,  in- 
cluding a lady  attendant,  join  with  the 
proprietor  in  giving  skilful  attention  to 
their  duties, 

H.  L.  Sawyer,  the  proprietor,  came  to 
Fitchburg  from  West  Boylston,  where 
he  had  been  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness ten  years.  He  managed  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Fitchburg  house  alone 
from  October,  1898,  to  September,  1899, 
when  his  father  joined  him  and  the 
firm  became  H.  O.  & H.  L.  Sawyer. 
The  elder  Mr.  Sawyer  died  in  Novem- 
ber, 1909,  and  the  firm  name  -syas 
changed,  to  H.  L.  Sawyer  & Co.,  in  July, 
the  following  year. 

The  company  transacts  business  in 
many  of  the  surrounding  towns  as  well 
as  in  this  city,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best 
known  concerns  of  its  kind  in  this  part 
of  Worcester  county. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  during  his  residence  in 
Fitchburg,  has  become  identified  with 
other  than  professional  matters,  and 
has  been  influential  in  various  organi- 
zations. He  is  now  a director  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  on  the  board  of  man- 
agers for  the  Old  Ladles’  Home,  and 
gives  his  time  and  services  for  projects 
that  promise  the  welfare  of  this  com- 
munity. 


C.  W.  BENNETT  & CO. 

A Shoe  Manufacturing  Concern 
That  Upholds  Fitchburg’s 
Reputation  In  This 
Field 

Though  Fitchburg’s  greater  prom- 
inence is  derived  from  its  machine 
manufacturing  and  textile  plants,  it 
has  nevertheless  for  many  years  had 
a variety  of  interests,  important  among 
which  was  its  shoe  manufacturing  con- 
cerns. It  would  be  most  deplorable  if 
such  an  industry  were  lost  to  our  city, 
and  though  the  two  concerns  that 
covered  this  field  in  earlier  days  have 
now  ceased  to  exist,  it  is  a matter  of 
congratulation  in  the  community  gen- 
erally that  one  of  the  earlier  plants 
was  reoccupied  six  years  ago.  The 
equipment  Installed  at  that  time  and 
the  methods  in  vogue  under  the  pres- 
ent incorporation  make  it  one  of  the 
most  modern  industries  of  its  kind  in 
this  section  of  the  state. 

The  company  incorporated  as  C.  W. 
Bennett  & Co.  in  April,  1905,  has  for 
its  present  officers  Daniel  A.  Boyle, 
president;  W.  E.  Putney,  vice-pres- 


ident; C.  W.  Bennett,  treasurer;  these 
three  gentlemen,  with  W.  C.  Goodwin 
and  George  T.  Wiley  of  Boston,  con- 
stituting the  board  of  directors.  The 
capital  stock  is  $30,000  and  all  the 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  concern 
are  men  of  financial  acumen  and 
soundness. 

The  building  occupied  is  the  former 
factory  of  E.  F.  Belding,  erected  in 
1892,  and  is  of  brick  with  three  floors 
and  basement.  It  had  been  unoccupied 
for  some  time,  and  was  wholly  re- 
fitted and  equipped  when  the  Bennett 
company  took  possession  in  1905.  In 
consequence  the  machinery  is  of  the 
most  modem  design  and  utility,  which, 
combined  with  the  experienced  man- 
agement of  the  concern,  gives  this  com- 
pany facilities  to  successfuliy  meet 
competition  from  all  other  manufac- 
turers in  its  particular  field. 

The  products  of  the  company  are 
misses’  and  children’s  shoes  of  medium 
priced  grades,  sold  through  jobbers 
all  over  the  United  States.  The  out- 
put of  the  factory  is  about  1500  pairs 
of  shoes  a day,  and  two  hundred  peo- 
ple are  employed. 

Since  the  incorporation  of  the  Ben- 
nett company  the  factory  has  been 
run  on  full  time  almost  without  ex- 
ception, so  that  its  organization  was  a 
distinct  benefit  to  those  shoemakers 
who  had  made  their  home  in  this  city, 
while  it  retained  in  Fitchburg  a most 
desirable  class  of  residents  and  oper- 
atives. 

Treasurer  Bennett,  upon  whom  the 
operation  of  the  factory  depends,  is 
a shoe  manufacturer  who  gained  his 
experience  in  his  home  city  of  Fitch- 


burg, and  has  had  an  able  and  enter- 
prising career  in  this  industry.  He 
began  work  in  boyhood  days  in  the 
E.  M.  Dickinson  shoe  factory  and  was 
successively  graduated  from  office  boy 
through  different  departments  to  the 
superintendency,  added  to  which  he 
did  the  buying  for  seven  or  eight 
years. 

He  brought  to  the  concern  which 
bears  his  name  a well-informed  mind, 
operating  and  executive  ability,  and  a 
progressive  policy.  He  has  been  most 
ably  and  sincerely  encouraged  by  his 
board  of  directors,  so  that  a sound 
standing  and  reputation  has  been  ob- 
tained in  the  industrial  world,  and 
Fitchburg  has  retained  its  prestige  as 
a shoe  manufacturing  center  of  im- 
portance. 


FITCHBURG  CIGAR  CO. 

A Popular  and  Well  Patronized  Smoke 
Shop  Owned  by  A.  O.  Bernson 
Men  who  are  in  the  habit  of  smoking 
a great  deal  very  quickly  learn  where 
their  favorite  brands  of  cigars  or  to- 
bacco are  kept,  and  are  the  best  judges 
of  the  stock.  They  do  not  need  to  be 
told  if  the  goods  are  kept  in  the  best 


condition  possible,  and  if  there  is  a 
renewal  of  stock  with  reasonable  fre- 
quency. 

The  trade  of  the  Fitchburg  Cigar 
Co.,  82  Main  street,  has  been  built  up 
by  giving  satisfaction  to  discriminating 
customers.  The  brands  of  tobacco 
carried  are  the  ones  that  are  most  pop- 
ular with  users  of  the  weed.  There  is 
always  a large  assortment  on  hand, 
so  that  a variety  of  tastes  may  be  met, 
and  there  is  a constant  replenishment 
of  stock  that  makes  for  quality  and 
freshness  in  every  line  carried. 

The  best-known  makes  of  cigars, 
ranging  from  popular  five-cent  smokes 
up  to  imported  brands  of  more  ex- 
pensive quality,  are  carried,  and  cigar- 
ettes of  foreign  and  domestic  makes 
are  handled  in  the  variety  that  only 
the  seasoned  cigarette  smoker  knows 
to  exist. 

Pipes,  pouches,  cigar  holders,  match 
cases  and  safes,  and  other  smokers’ 
supplies  are  carried  in  extensive  as- 
sortment, and  the  location  of  the  store 
at  the  corner  of  Snow  and  Main 
streets  is  excellent  for  the  local  and 
transient  patronage  which  it  enjoys. 

A rebate  coupon  worth  a quarter  of 
a cent  is  given  wdth  each  five-cent  pur- 
chase, and  is  redeemable  in  trade. 

The  business  has  been  established 
for  nine  years,  and  the  founder  was  a 
brother  of  the  present  proprietor,  Ar- 
thur O.  Bernson. 

Mr.  Bernson  is  a young  man  who 
demonstrates  the  adaptability  of  our 
foreign -born  residents  for  pursuing 
enterprising  and  modern  methods,  and 
is  known  as  a successful  and  upright 
business  man. 


SLATE  ROOFERS 

The  William  Edwards  Slate  Co. 
Maintains  Its  Renown  Under 
Young  and  Energetic 
Proprietor 

For  the  matter  of  half  a century  the 
name  of  William  Edwards  has  been 
connected  with  slate  roofing,  and 
though  the  founder  of  the  business  has 
passed  away,  his  successor  continues 
the  leader  in  this  field,  and  the  well- 
known  name  is  strongly  upheld  by  the 
extensive  operations  that  are  now  con- 
ducted, and  the  reputation  that  is  given 
this  company  for  its  trustworthiness 
and  honorable  methods  of  doing  busi- 
ness. 

The  William  Edwards  company  was 
founded  in  1860,  and  since  that  time 
it  has  been  the  leading  concern  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  At  first  the  busi- 
ness was  confined  almost  entirely  to 
slate  roofing,  but  in  more  recent  years 
other  modern  operations  were  added 
to  its  transactions,  so  that  gravel,  tin, 
and  paper  roofings  are  also  furnished 
and  applied. 

The  old  concern  did  all  the  work  for 
the  Fitchburg  division  of  the  Boston 
& Maine  railroad,  and  the  present  one 
still  has  these  contracts,  and  does  the 
slating  on  depots,  freight  houses,  and 
other  Boston  & Maine  property  all  the 
way  from  Boston  to  Rotterdam  Junc- 
tion. 

Fred  H.  Dudley,  the  present  proprie- 
tor, has  been  the  owner  of  the  business 
for  the  past  four  years,  and  in  that 
time  has  not  only  retained  the  patrons 
of  the  old  concern,  but  has  also  .added 
many  new  ones.  Virtually  all  the  fire- 
proof roofing  that  is  done  in  this  city  is 
executed  by  him,  and  some  of  the  larg- 
est contracts  of  this  kind  in  other 
places  in  this  section  of  Worcester 
county  have  been  handled  by  the  Ed- 
wards Slate  Co. 

More  recent  contracts  were  three 
churches  in  Concord,  done  last  year; 
the  Italian  church,  Hastings  Hall,  and 
Normal  school  dormitory  in  this  city, 
and  the  Elizabeth  Sears  residence  in 
Harvard. 

Mr.  Dudley  is  agent  for  Beaver  Brand 
roofing  and  handles  all  kinds  of  roofing 
materials,  snow  guards,  wooden  eave 
troughs  and  galvanized  conductors. 

The  office  is  at  83  Water  street,  where 
there  is  also  a storage  house  in  the 
rear,  and  a spur  track  running  close  to 
it,  which  gives  economical  facilities 
for  receiving  consignments,  though  a 
large  portion  of  the  slate  or  other  ma- 
terials are  shipped  from  quarries  or 
manufacturers,  direct  to  where  the  op- 
erations are  taking  place. 

Four  to  fifteen  men  are  employed, 
and  the  crew  comprises  one  man  who 
has  been  with  the  old  firm  as  well  as 
the  new,  and  has  a career  of  forty- 
seven  years  to  his  credit. 

Mr.  Dudley  has  been  in  Fitchburg  for 
the  past  sixteen  years,  and  before  buy- 
ing out  here,  was  the  foreman  for  Con- 
tractor J.  D.  Littlehale.  He  is  one  of 
Fitchburg’s  youngest  industrial  men, 
but  his  responsibilities  have  been  most 
efficiently  and  skillfully  met.  He  has 
not  only  displayed  energy  and  ability 
but  progressiveness  and  enterprise  that 
gained  him  a present  success  that  will 
continue  to  increase  with  advancing 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  'Prade  and  Merchants’  Association. 


CUNNINGHAM,  THE  HATTER 


Millinery  Establishment  That  Has  Gained 
Success  In  a Short  Time 

Among  the  business  houses  that 
have  demonstrated  alertness  and  fore- 
sight is  Cunningham,  the  Hatter,  at 
279  Main  street. 

Miss  E.  M.  Cunningham,  the  pro- 
prietor, is  a milliner  of  experience  and 
ability,  and  was  for  years  employed  in 
the  millinery  department  of  Nichols 
& Frost.  She  founded  the  present 
business  of  her  own  in  the  spring  of 
1910.  Miss  Cunningham  had  that 
most  important  of  all  business  assets 
— the  confidence  of  the  public — had 
countless  friends,  and  was  regarded 
for  her  ability  as  a milliner. 

Putting  in  a stock  that  had  been 
most  expertly  selected,  a desirable 
trade  at  once  responded,  and  the  sat- 
isfaction that  was  experienced  by 
early  customers  was  reported  among 
others,  with  the  consequence  of  a most 
desirable  increase  in  patronage  in  the- 
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three  seasons  Miss  Cunningham  has 
been  in  business  for  her  herself. 

This  hatter  is  one  of  the  first  to 
visit  the  metropolitan  markets  In 
search  of  novelties  or  new  goods,  and 
displays  the  latest  things  in  head- 
wear  at  her  establishment. 

Special  order  work  is  a feature  of 
this  store,  and  with  all  designs  in 
hats  carried,  with  every  description  of 
millinery  supplies,  special  orders  are 
made  up  to  suit  individual  tastes,  and 
artistic  and  becoming  creations  are 
the  result.  Six  assistants  are  employed 
in  season. 

The  concern  has  in  a very  short 
time  taken  a place  among  the  leading 
millinery  establishments  in  our  city, 
and  Miss  Cunningham  is  to  be  credited 
with  ability  and  progressiveness  in 
making  such  a distinct  success  In  a 
very  little  over  one  year. 

As  she  has  always  been  a resident 
of  Fitchburg,  it  is  a matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  her  many  friends  that 
she  has  so  quickly  won  her  advance- 
ment, for  she  is  warmly  regarded  in 
this  community  for  personal  as  well 
as  business  qualifications. 


CITY  STEAM  LAUNDRY 


One  of  The  Largest  and  Best 
Plants  in  Fitchburg,  Con- 
ducted by  E.  A. 

Cooper 

While  the  volume  of  business  done 
by  a steam  laundry  is  not  altogether 
a guarantee  of  the  quality  of  work 
done,  it  is  nevertheless  a fairly  good 
indication  of  the  satisfaction  that  it 
gives  customers,  for  no  concern  can 
have  a successful  development  unless 
it  receives  such  commendation  as  to 
hold  old  customers  and  attract  new 
ones. 

In  consideration  of  this  fact,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  the  City  Steam  Laun- 
dry, with  office  at  43  North  street, 
performs  the  work  entrusted  to  it  with 
skill  and  thoroughness,  for  its  patron- 
age has  so  increased  in  the  past  five 
years  that  the  concern  has  recently 
leased  the  second  floor  of  their  pres- 
ent building,  having  outgrown  their 
former  quarters,  and  this  move  will 
give  them  an  adequate  and  up-to-date 
date  establishment. 

The  latest  improved  machinery  has 
been  installed  in  recent  years,  so  that 
every  operation  that  takes  place  here 
is  performed  in  the  most  effective  man- 
ner with  the  best  equipment  to  pro- 
duce high-grade  results,  both  in  wash- 
ing and  Ironing. 

This  laundry  most  effectually  covers 
the  many  fields  a modern  steam  laun- 
dry is  designed  to  occupy.  Starched 
and  polished  work  is  done  with  the 
thoroughness  and  skill  that  makes 
steam  work  so  much  superior  to  hand 
or  domestic  work,  with  the  modern 
machinery  that  prevents  friction,  and 
lessens  the  wear  and  tear  the  cruder 
methods  used  to  produce. 

Family  washing,  hotel  work  and  the 
newest  convenience  in  wet  wash  are 
performed  by  this  concern,  and  in  each 
department  it  has  a patronage  that  is 
the  proof  of  the  excellence  with  which 
all  these  operations  are  performed. 
Some  300  wet  washings  are  done  each 
week,  and  rough-dry  work  is  also 
done 

Unexcelled  work  is  done  on  waists, 
shirts,  collars,  cuffs,  etc.,  tuid  no  sim- 
ilar company  in  our  city  has  a better 
reputation  for  high-class  work,  filling 
orders  promptly,  or  charging  a reason- 
able price,  either  from  transients  or 
from  regular  weekly  customers. 

The  plant  is  large  and  well  arranged, 
on  the  average  eighteen  skilled  people 
are  employed,  and  three  teams  are 
used  for  collecting  and  delivering. 

E.  A.  Cooper,  the  sole  proprietor 
since  March,  1909,  has  been  connected 
with  the  business  since  July,  1906, 
when  with  a partner  he  purchased  it 
of  Fred  Emery,  who  had  been  located 
here  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Cooper  had  been  a driver  for  a 
laundry  for  four  or  five  years  previous 
to  his  management  of  this  business, 
and  in  all  transactions  of  a steam 
laundry  has  an  experience  and  pro- 
gresslveness  that  have  been  shown  in 
the  development  that  has  taken  place 
under  his  proprietorship.  He  is  a 
leader  in  this  industry,  and  a business 
man  whose  square  dealings  have  been 
productive  of  the  present  high  stand- 
ing of  the  City  Steam  Laundry. 


CORNELIUS  P.  HURLEY 

A Real  Estate  Owner  Who  Has 
First-Class  Grocery  Here, 
and  Large  Farm 
in  Ashby 

Cornelius  P.  Hurley,  the  grocer  at 
103  Myrtle  avenue,  exercises  super- 
vision in  several  quarters,  for  ne  has 
not  only  been  in  business  in  our  city  for 
twenty  years,  but  has  accumulated 
much  real  estate,  in  which  he  has  four- 
teen tenants,  and  is  the  proprietor  of 


Cowslip  Farm  in  Ashby,  of  one  hun- 
dred acres. 

Mr.  Hurley  was  born  in  Fitchburg 
fifty-three  years  ago  and  learned  the 
trade  of  machinist,  at  which  he  worked 
in  this  city,  and  for  five  years  with  the 
Brush  Electric  Light  company  in  New 
York  city. 

In  1888  he  purchased  the  property  on 
Myrtle  avenue,  and  after  conducting  a 
grocery  business  in  a small  store  for 
eleven  or  twelve  years,  he  erected  the 
brick  block  now  occupied,  nine  years 
ago. 

High-grade  staple  and  fancy  grocer- 
ies are  handled  in  all  varieties,  and  the 
stock  is  kept  up-to-date  in  quality  and 
quantity,  while  reasonable  prices  have 
been  one  of  the  means  by  which  Mr. 
Hurley  has  built  up  a large  and  satis- 
factory trade. 

Mr.  Hurley  has  from  time  to  time  ad- 
ded to  his  holdings  of  real  estate,  and 
improt^ed  it  so  that  he  now  has  some 
first-class  tenements.  Cowslip  Farm 
has  also  been  expertly  developed,  and 
the  two  hundred  and  forty  trees  planted 
there  yield  some  of  the  finest  apples 
gathered  in  this  district,  for  which 
there  is  an  ever-ready  market. 

Nine  cows  are  also  pastured  there, 
and  the  milk  is  sold  at  Mr.  Hurley’s 
store  and  to  other  retailers.  Ninety 
hens  are  among  the  livestock  on  the 
farm,  and  the  eggs  from  these  are  the 
strictly  fresh  ones  which  discriminat- 
ing people  desire. 

Mr.  Hurley  has  never  sought  or  ac- 
cepted public  office,  but  as  a sterling 
and  upright  citizen  he  is  esteemed  in 
his  native  city,  and  is  known  as  a 
substantial,  enterprising  and  reliable 
business  man.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Cattle  Owners’  association. 


JOHN  E.  BARNES 

Shoe  Dealer  Whose  Stand  Is  the  Oldest 
On  Water  Street 

Among  the  retail  concerns  that  are 
most  soundly  and  popularly  known  in 
Fitchburg  may  be  mentioned  the  shoe 
firm  of  John  E.  Barnes,  144  Water  street. 
Though  the  words  “popularly  known’’ 
might  seem  inapplicable,  the  condition 
they  represent  is  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cess of  a neighborhood  store  such  as 
this  one.  In  the  center  of  the  city, 
different  customers  may  come  in  each 
day;  but  in  a neighborhood  trade  the 
success  of  the  business  depends  upon 
the  same  people  coming  in  day  after 


day,  or  at  least  month  after  month, 
and  it  must  be  a popular  concern  that 
can  attract  customers  constantly. 

The  Barnes  establishment  has  the 
best  and  largest  trade  in  this  section, 
and  this  has  been  so  for  a long  num- 
ber of  years.  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  the 
proprietor  since  1890,  when  he  bought 
out  Matthew  Mannix,  the  pioneer  shoe 
dealer  in  this  vicinity,  and  though  the 
present  store  is  a few  doors  from  the 
original  site,  it  is  the  retail  shoe  con- 
cern that  provides  goods  and  satisfac- 
tion to  the  patrons  of  this  section. 

Footwear  of  all  kinds  for  men,  wom- 
en and  children  is  handled,  and  the 
makes  best  known  for  durability  and 
lasting  service  are  the 
kinds  handled.  Vari- 
ous styles  and  lasts 
from  the  Endicott, 
Johnson  & Co.  con- 
cern of  Endicott,  N. 
y.,  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturers  in  the 
world,  are  dealt  in, 
and  the  best-known 
u n i o n-m  a d e shoe 
handled  is  the  Web- 
ber Bros.’  product 
from  North  Adams. 

Rubber  goods,  slip- 
pers, and  ali  kinds  of 
house  or  street  boots 
are  shown,  and  the 
most  seasonable  goods 
ion  the  market  are  of- 
fered in  the  shapes, 
leathers  and  colors 
I that  are  most  popular 
at  the  time. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  a na- 
tive of  Fitchburg,  and 
was  educated  here. 
He  has  been  in  mer- 
cantile lines  since  his 
youth,  and  has  espe- 
cial knowledge  of  the 
shoe  industry.  He  is 
particularly  w e 1 1- 
known  in  the  Water 
street  section,  has  the 
friendship  and  good- 
will of  the  population  about  here,  and 
is  regarded  as  a reliable  business  man 
and  a responsible  citizen. 


J.  B.  DONNELLY 

Has  Attained  Unusual  Success 
In  a Six  Years’  Business 
Career  In  Our 
City 

Progressive  methods,  an  accommo- 
dating service,  and  desirable  lines  of 
goods  will  at  all  times  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  public,  but  it  is  not 
often  that  such  particular  evidence  of 
appreciation  is  shown  as  has  been 
given  J.  B.  Donnelly,  the  market  man 
at  13  Oliver  street. 

In  fact,  it  would  have  been  less  sur- 
prising if  Mr.  Donnelly  were  still  look- 
ing forward  for  success,  for  his  career 
was  practically  interrupted  in  the  mid- 
dle when  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
first  stand,  and  a few  months  later 
take  the  occupancy  of  his  present 
premises. 

But  this  move,  instead  of  lessening 
trade,  has  increased  it,  for  the  patrons 
of  the  Main  street  store  have  been 
quite  willing  to  step  around  the  cor- 
ner a few  doors,  and  new  customers 
who  pass  by  this  location  have  been 
attracted  to  trading  here. 

Once  patronizing  this  market  means 
a continuance  of  custom,  for  the  pur- 
chaser on  a first  visit  Is  struck  with 
the  up-to-dateness  of  the  market,  the 
clean  and  wholesome  interior,  the  fine 
arrangement  of  stock,  and  the  com- 
plete and  highly-recommended  lines 
carried. 

Fresh  and  cured  meats  are  dealt  in, 
in  ail  the  varieties  that  the  whole- 
salers offer,  but  care  is  always  taken 
that  the  highest  grades  shall  be  de- 
livered here,  so  they  may  be  passed 
on  to  customers  with  the  assurance 
that  they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  quality  and  the  price. 

A large  refrigerator  keeps  meats 
fresh,  and  in  superior  condition.  Large 
lines  of  poultry  are  handled  here,  also 
game  in  season.  Canned  goods,  fresh 
vegetables  and  fruits,  eggs  and  dairy 
products  are  other  commodities  han- 
dled, and  for  quality  and  reasonable 
quotations,  there  Is  no  market  In  this 
city  that  surpasses  this  one  in  giving 
patrons  what  they  demand. 

Two  clerks  are  employed,  and  a team 
used  for  orders  and  deliveries,  the 


trade  of  this  concern  being  practically 
in  ali  parts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Donnelly,  who  has  been  in 
Fitchburg  for  the  past  twenty-three 
years,  has  been  in  the  meat  trade  most 
of  that  time,  starting  with  C.  H.  Smith 
on  Academy  street,  employed  by 
Emory  for  four  years,  and  J.  F.  Jaseph 
seven  years. 

Becoming  established  for  himself  in 
February,  1906,  he  was  in  the  Twitchell 
building  on  Main  street  until  that 
property  changed  hands.  He  has  been 
on  Oliver  street  since  September,  1908. 


A.  A.  WELLINGTON 

Experienced  Builder  Has  Erected 
Many  of  the  Handsome 
Homes  In  This 
City 

As  a representative  of  the  building 
trade  in  Fitchburg,  there  is  no  contract- 
or better  or  more  favorably  known  in 
his  particular  field  than  A.  A.  Welling- 
ton, who  has  been  in  this  industry  for 
the  past  thirty  years.  Mr.  Wellington 
has  been  the  contractor  for  some  of 
the  finest  residences  in  this  city  and 
adjoining  towns,  and  these  structures 
are  monuments  to  his  ability  and  thor- 
oughness. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  Mr.  Wel- 
lington has  occupied  a shop  at  20  Roll- 
stone  street,  and  cabinet  work  is  car- 
ried on  here  in  addition  to  general 
carpentering. 

But  it  is  as  a contractor  on  his  own 
account  for  the  last  sixteen  years  that 
Mr.  Wellington  has  gained  his  parti- 
cular reputation,  having  erected  the 
Corcoran  house  now  occupied  by  Albert 


A.  A.  WELLINGTON 


N.  Lowe,  the  Perkins  residence  on  Ross 
street,  the  Dr.  Spring  residence,  Her- 
bert I.  Wallace’s  country  house  at  Ash- 
burnham,  and  the  Hardy  house  in  the 
same  town. 

Mr.  Wellington  has  a reputation  not 
only  for  expert  and  thorough  work- 
manship, but  he  is  known  for  the  pre- 
cision with  which  he  lives  up  to  spe- 
cifications. In  making  his  contract,  he 
allows  for  the  most  desirable  lumber, 
house  finish  and  tested  quality  in  all 
materials  that  he  will  use.  In  carrying 
out  the  contract,  he  provides  exactly 
the  materials  and  quality  stipulated, 
and  the  construction  work  is  painstak- 
ingly done.  In  consequence,  people  who 
want  houses  or  blocks  put  up  to  re- 
main and  endure  any  number  of  years 
are  likely  to  call  upon  Mr.  Wellington, 
as  he  is  known  in  Fitchburg  and  sur- 
rounding territory  as  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  experienced  builders  in  this 
section. 

A crew  of  ten  or  a dozen  men  is 
employed,  skilled  in  the  branch  of 
work  they  are  called  upon  to  perform. 

Mr.  Wellington  has  been  a resident 
of  Fitchburg  for  more  than  forty  years. 
He  began  at  his  trade  of  carpentering 
thirty  years  ago  and  has  followed  It 
without  interruption,  and  has  been  es- 
tablished for  himself  as  a contractor 
sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Wellington  was  a member  of  the 
city  council  for  two  years,  is  inter- 
ested in  all  movements  that  promise 
the  welfare  of  this  community,  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  our  responsible 
business  men  and  citizens. 


C.  P.  HURLEY.  .MYRTLE  AVENUE 
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Street  Railway  Service  Progresses  With  the 

Growth  of  the  City 
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The  place  transportation  facilities 
have  in  community  growth  needs  but 
the  mention  to  be  appreciated.  It  may 
be  very  difficult  to  draw  the  line  be- 
tween where  a community  demands  ex- 
tension of  service  and  where  a trans- 
portation company  feels  that  exten- 
sions would  create  patronage.  It  Is 
not  worth  while  to  try  to  locate  the 
invisible  barrier.  The  two  at  least  go 
hand  in  hand.  The  value  of  street 
railway  service  to  Fitchburg  cannot  be 
overestimated. 

The  Fitchburg  Street  Railway  com- 
pany was  organized  with  a capital  of 
$60,000  and  ran  its  first  car,  a two- 
horse  35-passenger  open  car  on  July 
1,  1886.  The  track  was  laid  as  single 
iron  from  Goodrich  street  to  West 
Fitchburg  steamer  house,  3.25  miles. 
The  total  equipment  consisted  of  two 
open  35-passenger  and  two  closed  18- 
passenger  two-horse  cars,  and  two 
closea  12-passenger  one-horse  cars. 
There  were  16  men  on  the  payroll. 

Today  the  capital  is  $450,000  and  its 
bond  issue  of  $400,000  is  a state  ap- 
proved savings  bank  investment,  than 
which  no  other  verdict  of  the  sound- 
ness of  the  company  and  its  value  to 
the  city  as  a financial  and  public  ser- 
vice corporation  need  be  mentioned. 
The  equipment  is  60  cars  in  all,  includ- 
ing two  express  cars  and  service  cars, 
and  the  company  has  recently  taken 
the  first  step  toward  establishing  the 
pay-as-you-enter  system.  One  car  has 
been  purchased  and  others  will  follow. 
There  are  225  people  on  the  railway 
payroll  with  35  in  the  opera  company 
and  20  attached  to  the  theatre  in  other 
ways,  a total  of  280.  The  few  horses 
that  pulled  the  six  cars  in  1886  are  re- 
placed by  an  electric  power  plant  of 
3000  h.p.  capacity. 

The  extension  of  the  company’s  en- 
deavors and  the  growth  of  Fitchburg 
and  Leominster — and  indeed  the  growth 
of  Lunenburg,  and  Shirley,  and  Ayer, 
and  their  common  interests — kept  rapid 
pace  for  the  next  few  years  after  the 
opening  trip. 

Chronologically  the  record  is  sub- 
stantially this:  Extension  from  Good- 
rich street  to  Fitchburg  park  in  1887; 
from  American  House  to  Bemis  road 
in  1889;  from  West  Fitchburg  Steamer 
House  to  Waite’s  Corner  in  1890.  The 
Leominster  Street  Railway  company 
built  from  Leominster  centre  to  North 
Leominster  in  1891.  In  1892  the  two 
companies  were  consolidated  and  in 
that  year  electricity  was  applied  as 
power  to  the  cars  between  Leominster 
and  North  Leominster.  In  1892  the  line 
extended  from  Bemis  road  to  Leomin- 
ster centre,  and  the  first  electric  trip 
between  Fitchburg  and  Leominster 
was  run  on  June  23.  1892.  The  next 
construction  was  from  Fitchburg  Park 
to  Whalom  in  1893,  and  the  opening 
of  the  park  under  the  company’s  man- 
agement dates  from  that  summer. 
North  Leominster  was  linked  with 
Whalom  in  1895,  and  the  West  street 
extension  was  built  in  1896.  The  Myr- 
tle avenue  and  South  side  loops,  and 
the  Cleghorn  line  were  all  built  in  1898; 
Blossom  street  in  1900,  Lunenburg  in 
1901.  The  Leominster,  Shirley  & Ayer 
line  was  a separate  corporation  of 
Fitchburg  & Leominster  Street  Rail- 
way company  men,  building  8.66  miles 
from  North  Leominster  to  Ayer,  and 
this  extension  was  joined  to  the  parent 
company  in  1905.  The  small  extension 
in  the  Cleghorn  was  built  on  demand, 
so  to  speak,  and  the  total  mileage  is 
therefore  brought  up  to  41,  of  which 
double  track  service  extends  from 
Depot  street.  West  Fitchburg,  to  Wha- 
lom. The  trackage  by  towns  is:  Fitch- 
burg, 18.225  miles;  Leominster,  10.065; 
Lunenburg,  7.406;  Shirley,  3.228;  Ayer, 
1.669;  Harvard,  0.106.  The  express 
service  was  inaugurated  in  1908. 

There  were  carried  in  1910  the  great 
total  of  5,750,000  passengers.  The 
largest  number  ever  carried  on  any 
one  day  was  67,600,  almost  halt  as 
many  more  than  the  population  of  this 
city. 


Several  things  have  made  the  road 
a good  thing  for  the  city.  One  is  that 
the  management  is  all  local  men  and 
its  stock  ownership  is  almost  substan- 
tially here  in  Fitchburg  and  Leomin- 
ster. This  very  condition  has  pre- 
vented that  exploitation  in  speculative 
ways  that  has  been  the  bane  of  many 


street  railway  companies,  and  has  in- 
jured the  communities  they  have 
sought  to  serve.  Business  and  civic 
pride  have  been  potent  factors  in  the 
management. 

To  mention  the  Fitchburg  & Leom- 
inster Street  Railway  company  with- 
out mentioning  Whalom  would  be 
to  leave  out  one  of  the  strong  factors 
through  which  it  brings  so  much  pleas- 
ure into  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  people  every  year.  Equally 
would  it  be  impossible  to  mention  Wha- 
lom without  the  railway. 

Whalom  park  is  a tract  of  several 
score  acres  bordering  one  of  the  pret- 
tiest— though  not  one  of  the  larg- 
est— lakes  in  Massachusetts.  The 
excellence  of  traffic  management 
was  straightway  put  into  the  park 
management.  Not  a single  thing 
that  could  detract  from  the  safety, 
enjoyment,  comfort  and  reputation 
of  the  place  and  its  patrons 
has  been  for  an  instant  permitted.  The 
equipment  includes  an  admirable,  large, 
well-furnished  hotel,  women’s  pavilion 
of  most  attractive  convenience  and 
ample  privacy,  dance  hall  with  or- 
chestra, skating  rink  v ith  music, 
merry-go-round,  swings,  deer  park, 
sand  boxes  for  the  littlest  folks,  speedy 
steamer  on  the  lake,  bathing  pavilion, 
diving  float,  row  boats  and  canoes  for 
hire,  bear  cage,  roller  coaster,  penny 
arcade,  the  usual  refreshment  booths, 
etc.,  and  last  and  best  of  all,  the  fam- 
ous out-of-door  theatre  which  has 
brought  fame  to  the  park,  the  city  and 
the  company. 

Opened  in  1898,  the  theatre  was  a 
very  simple  affair.  Its  rustic  stage 
was  small  and  its  scenery  such  only  as 
the  beginnings  of  things  in  that  day 
made  needful.  Folding  chairs  placed 
on  the  sloping  earth  accommodated  a 
few  hundred.  Gradually  the  audiences 
and  the  production.^  mutually  grew. 


until  now  there  is  a large  and  ample 
stage  flanked  by  adequate  side  and 
dressing  rooms,  scenery  loft  and  all 
possible  equipment  for  the  production 
of  excellent  opera  and  comedy.  For 
the  audiences  a concrete  floored,  open 
sided  but  wholly  roofed  auditorium 
seating  close  to  3000  people,  in  re- 


served seats  for  half  the  house,  has 
been  supplied. 

The  park  is  formally  opened  each 
year  on  May  30,  and  the  regular  stage 
performances  usually  are  carried  two 
weeks  into  September,  the  opera  sea- 
son opening  early  in  June.  These  per- 
formances have  been  delightfully  car- 
ried out  since  1898  and  the  repertoire 
numbers  at  least  125  different  pro- 
ductions at  the  close  of  this 
season.  The  standard  has  been 
kept  musically  high  and  the  prin- 
cipals have  been  people  of  inva- 
riably marked  excellence. 

Fitchburg  men  who  have  been  pro- 
gressive, constructive  and  successful 
in  its  largest  industries  have  been  no 
less  so  in  their  directorship  of  the  rail- 
way company.  The  managing  head  of 
the  company  since  its  start,  has  been 
Wesley  W.  Sargent,  who  served  his  ap- 
prenticeship on  roadbed  and  cars,  and 
has  been  superintendent  from  1886  till 
now,  and  for  two  years  or  more  pres- 
ident of  the  company.  He  has  been 
the  personification  of  the  company 
to  the  public,  and  has  received 
public  criticism  and  suggestion  al- 
ways with  open  mind,  and 
has  answered  every  call  as  far  as  was 
compatible  with  business  prudence  and 
operating  practicability,  with  the  re- 
sult that  today  this  company  teaches 
lessons  in  the  proper  relation  of  a 
public  service  transportation  company 
to  the  corporate  community. 

Fitchburg  is  by  no  means  dependent 
upon  the  local  company  alone  for  elec- 
tric transportation,  for  the  same  year 
that  saw  the  opening  of  the  South  Side 
loop,  saw  also  the  opening  of  a com- 
peting line  to  Leominster,  the  Fitch- 
burg & Suburban,  a few  years  later 
made  part  of  what  is  now  the  Worces- 
ter Consolidated  Street  Railway  com- 
pany, which  operates  substantially 
every  other  street  car  line  in  the 


county  with  a total  trackage  of  nearly 
125  miles.  From  Waite’s  Corner  the 
Gardner,  Westminster  & Fitchburg 
line  runs  through  the  towns  named  in 
the  corporate  title,  connecting  at  West 
Gardner  with  Baldwinville,  Templeton, 
Athol,  Orange  and  Wendell.  At  Ayer, 
the  easterly  terminal  of  the  local  com- 
pany is  separated  only  by  a railroad 
track  from  the  lines  of  the  Fitchburg 
& Lowell  street  railway.  The  connec- 
tions through  the  Worcester  lines 
enable  one  to  proceed  to  New  York, 
and  by  several  combinations  a choice  of 
routes  to  Boston  and  Providence  may 
be  enjoyed.  Boston  is  also  pleasantly 
reached  through  Lowell,  from  which 
city  Nashua,  Canobie  lake  and  the 
beautiful  Merrimac  valley  are  just  as 
readily  accessible.  In  fine,  Fitchburg 
is  a centre  of  many  hundred  miles  of 
electric  car  service  which  pour  in  their 
thousands  of  patrons  to  Whalom  on 
pleasure  bent  or  for  business  at  the 
high  grade  retail  stores  of  the  city. 

The  development  of  suburban  resi- 
dential opportunities  by  the  electric  car 
lines  is  markedly  noticeable  in  Lunen- 
burg and  North  Leominster  where 
many  families  identified  with  Fitch- 
burg are  now  established.  The  sum- 
mer residences  in  Westminster  are 
many  that  can  lay  their  erection 
wholly  to  the  trolley  lines.  Within 
the  communities  thus  served  the  devel- 
opment of  what  was  but  a few  years 
ago  “outlying  district”  and  unbroken 
land  is  of  great  importance,  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars  in  valua- 
tion have  been  added  to  each  place 
solely  because  transportation  has 
eliminated  distance. 


BOSTON  FURNITURE  CO. 


A Water  Street  Concern  That  Offers  All 
Accommodations  In  Its  Line 

Though  Water  street  has  an  accepted 
position  as  one  of  the  settled  retail 
districts  in  Fitchburg,  there  are  cer- 
tain lines  of  trade  that  are  not  gen- 
erally found  in  the  neighborhood  dis- 
tricts, and  in  the  exceptional  cases 
when  they  are  so  located  are  con- 
ducted in  a limited  way  and  do  not 
compare  with  establishments  of  the 
same  kind  in  the  center  of  the  city. 

One  might  possibly  expect  to  see 
a small  furniture  concern  on  Water 
street,  but  there  are  few  people  who 
would  look  for  a business  as  large  as 
that  of  the  Boston  Furniture  Co. 

This  company  occupies  three  stores, 
138,  140  and  142  Water  street,  and 
handles  everything  that  any  house- 
hold furnishers  do. 

Kitchen,  dining  room,  chamber  and 
parlor  furniture  is  shown  in  all  the 
different  materials  that  are  used  for 
these  commodities  and  In  the  various 
styles  offered  by  the  manufacturers. 
Mattresses,  springs  and  other  bedding 
materials  are  dealt  in  largely;  uphol- 
stered goods,  carpets,  rugs,  draperies, 
etc. 

This  company  has  the  agency  in 
Fitchburg  for  the  Quaker  range,  one 
of  the  best  heaters  and  cookers  on  the 
market,  recommended  for  the  small 
amount  of  fuel  it  consumes.  This 
company  advertises  a saving  to  their 
customers  of  30  per  cent,  on  prices 
asked  by  other  dealers. 

Furniture  repairing  is  attended  to 
promptly  and  reasonable  prices  only 
are  charged.  Upholstering  is  also 
done;  all  the  materials  and  stock  that 
are  needed  for  any  such  operation 
are  kept  on  hand  and  expert  work- 
manship is  applied  to  any  job  that  is 
undertaken. 

The  proprietors  are  business  men  of 
alertness  and  sagacity,  who  have  ex- 
tended their  transactions  through 
square  dealing  and  enterprising  meth- 
ods and  have  built  up  a sound  repu- 
tation for  themselves  and  for  the  Bos- 
ton Furniture  Co. 
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J.  A.  HILLS 

Confectioner  and  Caterer,  Who 
Has  One  of  the  Largest  and 
Most  Successful  Stands 
In  This  City 

In  an  up-to-date  city  having  com- 
plete establishments  in  almost  every 
line  of  manufacturing  and  mercantile 
transactions,  it  would  be  strange  if 
the  confectionery  and  ice  cream  trade 
were  not  satisfactorily  catered  to.  The 
fact  is,  that  our  city  has  a number  of 
concerns  which  are  particularly  credit- 
able in  this  field,  of  endeavor,  and  none 
of  them  has  a sounder  or  more  desir- 
rable  reputation  than  that  of  J.  A. 
Hills,  128  Main  street. 


J.  A.  HILLS 

Located  in  the  American  House 
block  for  more  than  thirteen  years, 
this  concern  has  a central  site  which 
attracts  much  transient  trade,  while 
those  who  have  become  familiar  with 
the  products  and  stock  of  the  Hills 
company  have  no  wish  to  trade  else- 
where, and  comprise  a patronage  that 
has  been  steadily  increased  during  the 
existence  of  the  company. 

Scarcely  anything  in  sweet  stuffs  but 
may  be  secured  here,  the  Hills  concern 
being  a manufacturer  of  many  deli- 
cious dainties,  and  dealing  also  in 
some  of  the  highest  grade  chocolates 
and  bonbons  put  upon  the  market  by 
nationally  known  confectioners  and 
manufacturers. 

Quality,  Apollo  and  Lenox  chocolates 
are  some  of  the  best  known  makes 
handled,  in  bulk  or  in  packages,  and 
Mr.  Hills,  himself,  manufactures  hand- 
dipped  chocolates,  taffy,  caramels,  hard 
candies,  and  some  particular  sweets 
for  which  this  company  has  become 
especially  noted. 

Salted  nuts,  ice  cream,  and  syrups 
for  the  soda  fountain,  are  made  here, 
and  all  these  goods  have  the  highest 
guarantee  of  pure  material  used  and 
expert  mixing.  The  trade  is  both 
wholesale  and  retail  and  Hills'  ice 
cream  is  regarded  throughout  this  sec- 
tion as  one  of  the  most  delicious  re- 
freshments offered.  It  is  made  of  pure 
cream,  flavored  with  pure  extracts,  and 
is  frozen  in  the  most  improved  way. 
so  that  the  smoothness  and  quality  of 
the  ices  or  creams  are  equal  to  the 
best  made  anywhere. 

Tables  and  chairs  are  arranged  in 
the  rear  part  of  the  store  for  custom- 
ers for  ice  cream,  and  the  service  is 
excellent  at  the  soda  fountain,  where 
either  hot  or  cold  drinks  are  served. 

Mr.  Hills  is  a popular  caterer  for 
social  or  fraternal  gatherings  in  our 
city,  and  when  light  lunches  or  refresh- 
ments are  to  be  served  he  is  the  pur- 
veyor most  frequently  called  upon. 
Orders  for  ice  cream  are  delivered  at 
homes  or  hotels,  and  a team  is  kept  for 
this  purpose,  four  people  being  regu- 
larly employed,  and  one  or  two  extra 
In  the  summer. 

Mr.  Hills  came  to  Fitchburg  some 
twenty-eight  years  ago.  and  for  ten 
years  was  In  the  grocery  trade,  em- 
ployed by  two  of  the  old  concerns  in 
our  city.  He  then  entered  the  confec- 
tionery business,  remained  in  it  here 
for  a year,  after  which  he  became  es- 
tablished In  Leominster.  Returning 
to  Fitchburg,  he  opened  his  present 
store,  August  15,  1897,  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding p.rlod  has  steadily  built  up 


an  increasing  trade  and  a reputation 
that  places  him  among  the  foremost 
confectioners  in  this  section,  and  has 
given  him  a standing  as  one  of  the 
sound  and  enterprising  mercantile  men 
in  our  community. 


S.  G.  CUSHING  & SON 

Wood-Turners  Whose  Products 
Are  Sold  Abroad  and  All 
Over  the  United 
States 

It  might  be  supposed  by  people  who 
have  only  a general  idea  of  such  a 
business  that  a wood-turning  estab- 
lishment would  have  a restricted  trade, 
and  that  each  community  that  re- 
quired such  products  would  have  a 
plant  in  its  vicinity. 

It  is  admitted  that  there  are  many 
wood- turners  in  this  country,  but  the 
business  is  like  every  other  one,  in  the 
fact  that  there  is  a certain  superior- 
ity which  is  only  attained  by  a few 
manufacturers  whose  product  is  con- 
sequently in  demand  over  all  others. 

This  explains  the  wide  market  which 
has  been  gained  by  the  Fitchburg  con- 
cern of  S.  G.  Cushing  & Son.  The 
business  has  been  operated  since  1875. 
and  its  product  is  not  only  in  demand 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  but 
shipments  are  occasionally  made  to 
European  countries. 

The  plant  at  29  Newton  place  is  one 
of  the  oldest  industries  in  this  city, 
but  under  the  present  proprietorship, 
improvements  have  been  constantly 
made,  so  that  in  equipment  and  stock 
it  is  one  of  the  most  modern  and  up- 
to-date  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Every  utensil  that  is  made  by  wood- 
turning is  made  here.  White  birch 


lumber  is  generally  used,  and  the  prod- 
ucts in  greatest  demand  are  handles 
for  cutlery,  tools,  umbrellas  and  sun- 
shades, tops,  and  other  articles  that 
are  needed  in  similar  business.  Skew- 
ers for  mills  are  a regular  part  of  this 
concern’s  product  in  recent  years,  the 
output  being  largely  increased,  and  a 
standard  of  workmanship  raised  that 
makes  this  company's  goods  preferred 
over  that  of  many  others. 

Some  twenty-five  men  are  employed, 
and  the  length  of  time  the  business  has 
been  conducted  is  partly  shown  in  the 
prolonged  periods  that  some  of  the 
employees  have  been  connected  with 
it — one  of  them.  Foreman  FVed  L. 
Latter,  having  been  here  for  thirty- 
nine  years. 

S.  G.  Cushing  bought  out  the  busi- 
ness in  1875,  and  three  years  ago  ad- 
mitted to  partnership  his  son,  Ralph 
W.  Cushing,  who  had  been  associated 
with  him  for  the  previous  nine  years. 
The  senior  Mr.  Cushing  is  president  of 
the  Fitchburg  Enamel  Co.,  which  does 
much  of  the  enameling  of  the  wood- 
work that  is  turned  out  by  the  older 
concern. 

Both  are  representative  of  the  in- 
dustrial activities  of  our  city,  and 
have  been  instrumental  in  making 
Fitchburg  known  as  a manufacturing 
center.  S.  G.  Cushing  is  a woodturner 
who  has  made  a recognized  repu- 
tation for  high-class  products,  and 
square  dealing,  and  in  this  policy  he 
is  now  ably  seconded  by  his  partner 
and  son. 


FAIRBANKS 

Ladies’  Tailor  Whose  Name  Is 
Identified  With  Best  Class 
of  Work  In  This 
Field 

In  this  field  as  in  various  others, 
Fitchburg  demonstrates  its  resource- 
fulness by  having  at  least  one  first- 
class  ladies’  tailor;  and  Fairbanks,  at 
1971/4  Main  street,  has  this  distinction. 

Some  people  assume  that  any  tailor 
can  do  all  kinds  of  garment  making, 
and  it  is  only  when  they  have  had 
some  experience  that  they  realize  that 
women’s  work  is  as  different  from  men’s 
as  any  two  lines  of  industry  can  be. 
The  two  cannot  be  successfully  con- 
ducted together,  and  the  reputation 
that  has  been  won  by  the  Fairbanks 
concern  in  the  past  ten  years  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  ladies’  tailoring  is  the 
exclusive  work  it  gives  attention  to. 
The  men  and  women  employed  are 
skilled  in  this  trade,  and  have  every 
facility  to  conduct  operations  in  the 
most  thorough  and  modern  manner. 

A view  of  the  premises  occupied 
gives  an  idea  of  the  volume  of  business 
done.  There  is  the  salesroom,  with 
stock  shown,  in  dress  and  garment 
materials,  trimmings  and  linings.  The 
trying-on  room  is  separate,  and  fur- 
nished with  all  the  accommodations 
that  are  necessary  for  this  part  of 
the  operations.  There  is  a reception 
room  and  a large  work  room,  and  seven 
or  eight  people  are  employed. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  keeps  on  hand  the 
most  stylish  fabrics  that  are  in  de- 
mand each  season;  shows  exclusive 
colors  and  patterns,  and  has  at  hand 
all  the  materials  that  are  needed  for 
a high-class  garment. 


Such  a concern,  necessarily,  is  pat- 
ronized by  the  most  particular  peo- 
ple— ladies  who  do  not  like  the  styles 
in  ready-made  suits,  or  who  are  diffi- 
cult to  fit:  and  the  others  who  have 
the  quite  popular  belief  that  one  must 
have  her  clothes  made  by  a tailor  to 
be  trim  and  stylish.  It  is  generally 
conceded  that  in  order  to  have  some- 
thing appropriate  to  one’s  personality 
a ladies’  tailor  is  needed,  and  the  suc- 
cess and  high  standing  of  this  house 
proclaims  the  fact  that  Fairbanks  has 
given  the  service  that  is  demanded  by 
such  fastidious  and  particular  patrons. 

It  is  to  this  trade  that  this  con- 
cern caters,  carrying  the  highest- 
grade  goods,  having  expert  cutters  and 
fitters,  and  satisfying  discriminating 
women  in  this  city,  and  in  much  of  the 
surrounding  territory.  It  is,  in  fact, 
one  of  the  best-known  ladies’  tailoring 
houses  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Delos  E.  Fairbanks  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  business,  and  has  been 
sole  proprietor  for  the  past  five  years. 
He  is  a mercantile  man  of  experience 
in  this  city,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
to  note  the  field  it  offered  for  a ladies’ 
tailor. 

Giving  satisfaction  in  the  first  years 
of  its  organization,  the  reputation  of 
the  concern  has  been  steadily  devel- 
oped and  strengthened  in  subsequent 
years,  and  its  patronage  has  grown  ac- 
cordingly, so  that  it  is  indisputably  the 
foremost  in  this  field  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Fairbanks  is  credited  with  en- 
terprise and  sagacity  in  building  up 


the  trade  and  prestige  of  the  concern, 
and  is  one  of  the  sound  and  progressive 
business  men  in  this  city,  who  has 
won  a deserved  success  through  ability 
and  integrity. 


FULLER  HARDWARE  CO. 

One  of  Large  Business  Concerns 
In  This  City— Has  Accom- 
plished Results  In  a 
Short  Time 

When  the  length  of  time  that  some 
of  our  business  concerns  have  been 
established  is  taken  into  consideration, 
the  growth  and  success  of  the  Fuller 
Hardware  Co.,  established  only  since 
August,  1907,  seems  little  short  of 


W.  T.  GAVIN 

phenomenal.  Notwithstanding  its  short 
existence,  it  has  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive stocks  in  this  city,  and  one 
of  the  largest  and  soundest  trades. 

In  a measure  the  concern  was  known 
before  this  store  at  177  Main  street 
was  opened,  which  might  account  for 
its  early  success.  But  in  addition  to 
the  response  which  the  public  made 
when  the  business  was  first  started, 
there  has  been  a continual  increase 
in  the  subsequent  period,  and  the  vol- 
ume of  trade  now  rivals  that  of  much 
longer  established  concerns  in  a sim- 
ilar line  of  trade. 

All  kinds  of  shelf  and  builders’  hard- 
ware are  carried.  This  firm  also  has 
the  exclusive  agency  for  Farnum’s 
Cheshire  lime,  Harrison  Bros.’  paints, 
Pratt  & Lambert  varnishes,  P.  & F. 
Corbin’s  builders’  hardware,  and  Gratoa 
& Knight  Manufacturing  Co.’s  belting. 

Mill  supplies  are  dealt  in,  and  some 
of  the  largest  manufacturing  plants 
in  our  city  obtain  the  greater  amount 
of  their  accessories  at  these  head- 
quarters, for  in  addition  to  the  agency 
for  some  of  the  best-known  goods  such 
as  those  mentioned,  the  Fuller  Hard- 
ware Co.,  not  confining  its  operations 
to  one  line  or  one  manufacturer, 
handles  all  goods  in  its  special  field 
that  are  in  any  demand,  or  reach  the 
standard  which  this  company  main- 
tains in  all  stock  carried. 

The  store  on  Main  street  is  only  part 
of  the  premises  occupied,  as  two  large 
storehouses  are  used,  and  the  heavy 
goods,  such  as  lime  and  cement,  pipes, 
etc.,  are  kept  in  the  reserved  space. 

Cutlery,  kitchen  utensils  and  all 
sorts  of  tools  are  dealt  in,  and  each  part 
of  the  stock  shows  in  its  high-grade 
quality  the  experience  and  ability  de- 
voted to  purchasing  it,  conditions  that 
benefit  the  customer,  who  can  depend 
upon  this  company’s  guarantee. 

The  business  gives  employment  to 
eight  people,  all  of  them  capable  in  the 
departments  to  which  they  are  as- 
signed. 

The  corporation  has  for  its  president, 
W.  A.  Fuller;  treasurer  and  manager, 
W.  T.  Gavin;  clerk  of  the  corporation 
and  assistant  manager,  R.  H.  Gavin. 
The  president  and  treasurer  are  the 
owners  of  the  Gavin  Hardware  Co.  of 
Leominster,  and  Mr.  Gavin  is  one  of 
the  most  experienced  men  in  the  hard- 
ware trade  in  this  section. 

He  was  formerly  employed  in  this 
city,  and  from  here  went  to  Leomin- 
ster to  promote  a hardware  business 
for  the  ’W.  A.  Fuller  Lumber  Co.,  man- 
aging It  for  a while  and  then  taking 
It  separately  and  developing  It  to  one 
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of  the  largest  and  most  successful 
industries  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 
Three  years  ago,  Mr.  Fuller  and  he 
combined  in  the  Fuller  Hardware  Co., 
founded  in  this  city,  and,  less  than 
two  years  ago,  the  younger  Mr.  Gavin 
was  admitted  to  the  corporation. 

The  business  has  been  advanced 
with  singular  rapidity  and  success, 
Mr.  Gavin’s  previous  career  in  this 
city  giving  him  the  favor  and  confi- 
dence of  many  people,  and  this  first 
welcome  being  strengthened  by  the 
facilities  and  extensive  accommoda- 
tions offered  by  the  concern. 

The  Fuller  Hardware  Co.  stands  as 
one  of  the  foremost  in  its  field,  and  is 
one  of  the  establishments  that  does 
credit  to  the  city  of  Fitchburg  as  well 
as  to  its  enterprising  owners. 


ROLLSTONE  TAILORING  CO. 

Makers  of  Men’s  and  Women’s  Clothes, 
Who  Have  Sound  Reputation 
and  Large  Trade 

It  is  by  satisfying  customers  that  the 
reputation  of  the  Rollstone  Tailoring 
Co.  has  been  gained,  for  though  it  is 
a comparatively  new  concern,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable,  and  has  a pat- 
ronage equal  to  that  of  any  similar 
business  in  this  section. 

As  makers  of  both  men’s  and  wom- 
en’s clothing,  the  Rollstone  Tailoring 
Company  has  attracted  a trade  that 
is  satisfied  only  with  the  best.  To 
this  end  cloths  for  suits  or  garments 
are  kept  in  stock  and  the  most  season- 
able fabrics  are  shown.  Trimmings, 
linings,  etc.,  are  also  carried,  so  that 
the  customer  need  only  make  his  or 
her  selection  and  be  sure  of  a suit  or 
garment  that  is  stylish,  perfect-fitting 
and  distinctive. 

Ready-made  garments  are  turned 
out  by  the  hundreds  or  thousands  and 
have  no  particular  personality.  With 
the  custom  tailor  it  is  different.  Cus- 


VINCENT  MATULEWICZ 

tomers  select  the  cloth  most  becoming, 
have  it  made  for  their  special  re- 
quirements, and  fitted  to  their  own 
forms,  consequently  the  really  nobby 
suits,  coats,  skirts  or  trousers  come 
from  the  custom  tailor,  and  the  Roll- 
stone Tailoring  Company,  under  the 
proprietorship  of  Vincent  Matulewicz, 
is  one  of  the  most  expert  representa- 
tives of  this  trade  in  Fitchburg. 

The  company  was  formed  in  1904, 
and  shortly  afterward  located  at  145 
Main  street,  where  one  of  the  best- 
lighted,  most  commodious  and  well- 
equipped  work-rooms  in  this  city  is 
occupied.  The  warerooms  are  in  the 
front  of  the  same  building,  and  as 
many  as  twelve  people  are  employed 
in  the  busy  seasons. 

Mr.  Matulewicz  has  been  in  this 
country  19  years,  always  pursuing  his 
trade  of  custom  tailoring,  and  has  been 
employed  in  such  fashion  centers  as 
Boston,  Washington  and  Baltimore. 
He  is  an  expert  in  men’s  and  women’s 
tailoring,  and  has  skilful  people  In  his 
employ,  so  that  every  part  of  a gar- 
ment which  he  turns  out  represents 
thorough  workmanship.  Since  coming 
to  our  city  in  1904,  Mr.  Matulewicz  has 
continually  extended  his  transactions 
and  added  to  his  patronage  and  repu- 
tation. The  Rollstone  Tailoring  Co. 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  con- 
cerns in  this  city,  and  its  proprietor  Is 
known  as  a business  man  of  integrity, 
and  a citizen  identified  with  the  com- 
munity’s best  interests. 


B.  A.  COOK  & CO. 

Wall  Paper  Concern  That  Carries 
An  Extensive  Stock  and 
Has  a Large 
Trade 

That  Fitchburg  presents  a fertile 
field  for  wholesale  as  well  as  retail 
mercantile  transactions  is  evinced  by 
the  number  of  concerns  that  success- 


fully cover  these  enterprises.  Among 
them  is  the  Wall  Paper  House  of  B.  A. 
Cook  & Co.,  9 and  11  Oliver  street,  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  extensive  deal- 
ers in  this  kind  of  merchandise  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  and  whose  trade 
extends  to  several  adjoining  states  as 
well,  giving  our  city  a service  that  is 
wholly  and  thoroughly  complete. 

This  concern  shows  between  four  and 
five  thousand  patterns  of  wall  papers, 
occupying  the  most  of  their  block  on 
Oliver  street,  including  the  large  base- 
ment, and  has  the  capacity  to  display 
this  immense  assortment  with  unusual 
facility  and  accommodations  to  attend 
expeditiously  to  all  shipments. 

The  store  is  arranged  in  the  most 
attractive  manner  with  panels  and 
landscapes  in  wall  paper.  The  most 
modern  equipment  for  exhibiting  the 
stock  is  utilized,  and  the  customer  has 
the  best  of  opportunities  to  examine 
colors  and  textures. 

The  number  of  patterns  of  both 
foreign  and  domestic  papers  dealt  in 
is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
almost  every  product  of  the  manu- 
facturer and  importer  is  shown  here. 
The  most  beautiful  and  costly  designs 
are  carried,  and  the  person  who  has 
only  a small  amount  of  money  to  ex- 
pend is  given  an  equally  wide  selection. 

The  solid  colors  that  are  largely  de- 
manded nowadays  are  shown  in  every 
quality.  Conventional  and  unique  de- 
signs are  carried,  and  there  is  every 
color  or  shade  that  the  decorator  or 
consumer  can  use  in  this  line. 

Handmade  papers  with  rare  patterns 
are  among  the  exclusive  goods  shown 
here,  such  as  are  displayed  generally 
only  in  the  largest  cities.  This  con- 
cern also  attends  to  paper  hanging 
with  the  same  skill  it  devotes  to  the 
purchase  and  arrangement  of  its 
stock.  Moldings  of  all  kinds  are  dealt 
in,  and  though  these  two  lines  comprise 
the  entire  operations  of  this  house, 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  people  are 
kept  employed  practically  the  year 
round. 


The  transactions  of  the  company 
through  other  parts  of  Massachusetts, 
and  in  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire 
are  conducted  by  some  two  hundred 
agents  of  B.  A.  Cook  & Co.  These 
are  generaliy  paper-hangers  and  paint- 
ers who  are  supplied  with  a series  of 
some  seven  books  containing  samples 
of  the  stock  handled  here.  One  of  the 
proofs  of  the  volume  of  business  done 
by  this  Fitchburg  establishment  is  that 
the  amount  of  paper  that  is  cut  up 
into  samples  equals  the  entire  amount 
that  is  used  by  some  retail  concerns 
in  their  season’s  business. 


owner  who  has 
present  position. 


B.  A.  Cook,  the 
proprietor  of  thi.s 
concern,  has  been 
a business  man  in 
this  city  for  the 
past  twenty  years. 
Originally  succeed- 
ing the  paint  con- 
cern of  George  W. 
Hurd,  for  eight 
years  he  was  on 
the  JIain  street 
site  now  occupied 
by  the  Woods 
company.  In  1903 
h e consolidated 
with  the  Fitchburg 
Hardware  com- 
pany, withdrawing 
three  years  later, 
and  giving  partic- 
ular attention  to 
wall  paper  trade, 
with  the  result  that 
late  in  1908  he 
erected  the  block 
on  Oliver  street, 
the  main  portion 
of  which  he  him- 
self occupies,  and 
planned  the  prem- 
ises for  the  con- 
venience and  im- 
proved handling  of 
the  trade  he  had 
then  and  which  he 
has  subsequently 
increased. 

The  business  is 
one  which  success- 
fully demonstrates 
the  resources  of 
our  city  in  whole- 
sale as  well  as  re- 
tail trade.  It  pro- 
vides an  establish- 
ment not  duplicat- 
ed in  any  but  the 
largest  cities,  and 
its  sound  and  wide 
reputation  brings 
reflected  credit 
upon  our  city  as 
well  as  upon  the 
advanced  it  to  its 


O.  S.  COOK  & SONS  CO. 


Manufacturers  of  Wooden  Boxes 
and  Shooks  Who  Have  An 
Extensive  Local  and 
Outside  Trade 

A community  should  be  resourceful, 
and  having  a number  of  principal  man- 
ufacturing concerns,  there  should  he 
auxiliary  organizations  or  enterprises 
that  cover  the  different  fields  related 
to  the  others,  and  yet  independent  in 
their  own  facilities  and  markets. 


In  this  class  of  indusfries  may  be 
listed  the  firm  of  O.  S.  Cook  & Sons 
Co.,  manufacturers  of  wood  boxes  and 
Shooks,  at  64  Westminster  street.  The 
company,  incorporated  the  first  of 
January,  1910,  has  for  its  officers  the 
foliowing:  Oman  S.  Cook,  president; 
Oman  S.  Cook,  Jr.,  treasurer;  Cassius 
Cook,  secretary. 

The  business  and  premises  was  pur- 
chased by  Oman  S.  Cook  in  the  spring 
of  1903,  and  the  eight  years  succeeding 
have  been  productive  of  remarkable 
expansion,  improved  facilities  and  ca- 
pacity. and  a volume  of  business  that 
is  four  or  five  times  as  large  as  was 
formerly  done. 

The  building  is  one  of  the  manu- 
factories of  West  Fitchburg,  and  its 
early  employment  was  for  the  making 
of  agricultural  implements  and  boxes, 
but  the  latter  development  soon  as- 
sumed the  greater  importance,  so  that 
the  factory  was  finally  given  over  to 
box  making;  and  this  was  the  busi- 
ness purchased  by  Mr.  Cook  from  R. 
A.  Leonard. 

Practically  all  of  the  cotton  mills  in 
our  city  are  provided  with  their  best 
boxes  by  this  concern;  the  paper  miils 
are  also  permanent  customers  of  this 
house,  and  Fitchburg’s  shoe  factory 
has  its  packing  cases  made  here. 

But  the  reputation  of  the  concern  is 
not  entirely  local,  and  some  of  its  larg- 
est orders  are  made  for  outside  enter- 
prises, conspicuous  among  them  being 
a piano  concern  in  New  York  which 
has  all  its  boxes  and  cases  made  here, 
the  demand  averaging  thirty  carloads 
a year.  As  this  piano  house  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  best-known  in  this 
country,  the  fact  that  it  orders  its 
Shooks  of  the  Fitchburg  concern  is 
proof  of  the  superiority  of  the  Cook 
Company  products,  both  in  workman- 
ship and  prices. 

The  company  has  at  its  West  Fitch- 
burg plant  a large  building  of  three 
floors.  Much  new  machinery  has  been 
added  under  the  present  ownership, 
so  that  operations  are  conducted  in  the 
most  modern  manner,  and  any  im- 
provement that  assists  in  rapidity  and 
economy  is  installed  when  the  value  of 
the  invention  has  been  tested. 

Last  year  a Gale  machine  for  shooks, 
which  does  accurate  and  quick  work, 
w'as  installed,  and  very  recently  a new 
band  resaw  superseded  the  older  pat- 
tern that  had  been  in  use. 

From  twenty  to  twenty-five  work- 
men are  employed,  and  pine,  hemlock, 
and  spruce  lumber  are  turned  Into 
finished  products  at  the  rate  of  200,- 
000  feet  a month.  Four  teams  are 
used  for  shipments  and  local  deliveries, 
the  corporation  owning  its  stable  in 
this  vicinity  as  well  as  its  factory. 

Oman  S.  Cook,  the  senior  member  of 
the  company,  is  a resident  of  Leom- 
inster, and  in  that  city  followed  two 
or  three  different  lines  of  industry. 
He  is  a skilful  mechanic,  who  has 
been  engaged  in  carpentering,  chair 
manufacturing,  and  piano  making  in 
this  country  and  Canada.  He  was  the 
builder  of  forty-two  houses  in  Leom- 
inster, all  of  which  he  sold  except  the 
one  he  retains  for  his  own  residence. 

Oman  S.  Cook,  Jr.,  the  treasurer,  has 
been  associated  with  his  father  for 
three  years,  and  Secretary  Cook  has 
been  with  the  concern  one  year. 

The  corporation  is  one  of  the  most 
soundly-rated  in  our  city,  and  its  pro- 
gressive and  upright  management  has 
resulted  in  a productiveness  and  suc- 
cess that  has  by  no  means  reached  its 
limit. 


O.  S.  COOK  & SONS  CO. 
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BRUCE-HIBBARD  ELECTRIC  CO. 


Electrical  Contractors  Who  Have  Operations  in 
Various  Parts  of  New  England 


No  field  of  operations  has  been  so 
widely  extended  and  developed  in  the 
past  fifteen  or  twenty  years  as  that  of 
electricity.  This  once  untrained  cur- 
rent has  been  put  to  uses  that  were 


The  business  was  incorporated  the 
first  of  this  year  and  has  for  its  officers 
Edward  A.  Bruce,  president  and  treas- 
urer: Albert  E.  Heustis,  vice-presi- 
dent; Paul  Fielden,  secretary. 


OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM 


hardly  dreamed  of  in  early  days,  and 
the  purposes  for  which  it  yet  may  be 
applied  are  doubtless  as  numerous  as 
those  for  which  it  is  now  employed. 

It  is  most  necessary,  then,  that  com- 
panies engaged  in  electrical  contract- 
ing should  be  particularly  alert  and 
enterprising,  and  in  the  Bruce-Hib- 
bard  Electric  Co.,  with  office  and  sales- 
rooms at  5 Oliver  street,  Fitchburg  has 
a concern  that  compares  favorably 
with  any  simiiar  organization  in  New 
England.  In  fact,  as  this  concern's 
operations  are  quite  as  heavy  outside 
as  inside  this  city,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  it  has  facilities  equal  to  any  con- 
tractors in  this  part  of  New  England, 
and  that  it  can  make  as  favorable 
prices  and  perform  as  satisfactory 
workmanship  as  its  keenest  competitor. 

The  company  is  fully  equipped  to 
perform  any  work  in  power  or  light- 
ing, and  the  installation  for  a manu- 
facturing plant,  public  building  or 
business  block  or  residence  is  executed 
with  the  highest  efficiency. 

The  installation  of  private  telephone 
systems,  burglar  alarms,  illuminating 
facilities,  electric  bells,  fans,  etc.,  are 
most  frequently  demanded,  and  all 
necessary  materials  are  handled  by  the 
concern  and  the  wiring  scientifically 
done. 

Some  of  the  recent  contracts  of  the 
company  were  the  installation  of  light- 
ing and  power  for  Crocker,  Burbank  & 
Co.,  and  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.,  by 
which  the  Connecticut  River  Power 
Co.  will  furnish  Crocker,  Burbank 
& Co.  with  eleven  hundred  horse- 
power. Lighting  and  power  contracts 
have  been  executed  in  Vermont  and 
Maine.  That  of  The  Edward  Mfg.  Co. 
in  Augusta,  Me.,  covered  a period  of 
nine  months  and  30,000  pounds  of  cop- 
per was  used  on  this  job.  The  post- 
office  building  in  Fitchburg,  Leomin- 
ster High  school,  the  Agricultural  col- 
lege of  Amherst  and  Amherst  college 
are  some  of  the  lighting  contracts  that 
were  carried  out  in  earlier  years. 

An  average  of  thirty  people  are  em- 
ployed and  this  number  in  busy  sea- 
sons is  extended  to  forty  or  fifty;  com- 
plete lines  of  electripal  goods  are  shown 
in  the  salesrooms  on  Oliver  street, 
which  are  up-to-date  in  arrangement 
as  well  as  stock. 

This  company,  first  established  in 
1898,  made  a number  of  improvements 
to  Its  property  two  years  after  and  an 
attractive  front  was  constructed  and 
new  floor  rnace  added. 


Mr.  Bruce  was  engaged  in  electrical 
work  and  general  construction  a num- 
ber of  years  before  the  firm  was  found- 
ed, and  has  been  the  practical  head  of 
its  administration  and  operation  from 
the  first.  The  other  two  members  of 
the  corporation  have  been  employed 
here  a number  of  years  and  have 
gained  a practical  and  valuable  ex- 
perience in  this  industry. 

The  concern  is  one  that  caters  com- 
pletely to  the  demands  of  its  home 
city,  and  in  entering  other  territories 
has  gained  a prestige  for  itself  and 
indirectly  for  Fitchburg,  as  the  head- 
quarters of  such  a progressive  and  ca- 
pable organization. 


CHARLES  J.  DERICK 

Harness  Maker  and  Dealer  — Located  on 
Day  Street  Thirteen  Years 

Though  we  often  hear  the  complaint 
made  that  the  harness  business  and 
other  enterprises  connected  with  the 
horse  trade  are  falling  off  each  year, 
this  condition  of  affairs  does  not  af- 
fect men  of  experience  and  recog- 
nized reputation.  The  advent  of  the 
automobile  may  have  made  some  dif- 
ference in  the  number  of  people  en- 
gaged in  horse  or  stable  dealings,  but 
it  Is  usually  found  that  the  weak  ones 
were  weeded  out,  and  men  of  ability 
have  not  been  affected. 

Among  the  concerns  that  have 
steadily  forged  ahead  is  that  of  C.  J. 
Derick,  40  Day  street,  and  as  the  pro- 
prietor of  this  business  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  harness  trade  for  thirty- 
five  years,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  he  is 
patronized,  and  why  his  trade  has  re- 
mained constant  to  him. 

Mr.  Derick  is  the  manufacturer  of 
harnesses  that  are  masterpieces  of 
workmanship.  The  proper  material  is 
used,  excellent  work  put  into  every 
part  of  the  construction,  and  meas- 
urements carefully  followed,  so  that 
strong,  durable,  and  excellently-fitting 
harnesses  are  the  products  here. 

They  are  especially  desired  by  con- 
cerns whose  horses  have  heavy  loads 
to  draw,  when  the  harnesses  are  test- 
ed most  severely.  The  goods  made  by 
Mr.  Derick  have  always  come  up  to 
the  highest  requirements. 

Owners  of  high-stepping  horses,  de- 
siring something  particular  for  their 


animals,  are  customers  of  this  estab- 
lishment. Machine-made  harnesses  are 
also  sold. 

All  kinds  of  stable  and  horse  sup- 
plies are  handled,  mats  and  robes  for 
automobiles  and  carriages,  dog  col- 
lars, and  other  leather  goods.  Mr. 
Derick’s  shop  is  one  of  the  best-known 
in  this  section.  One  or  two  capable 
men  are  employed. 

Mr.  Derick  has  been  on  Day  street 
for  the  past  thirteen  years;  for  eleven 
years  across  the  street  nearer  Main, 
and  for  two  years  in  his  present  lo- 
cation. He  was  for  eight  years  lo- 
cated in  Winchendon  before  coming 
to  Fitchburg,  and  has  had  altogether 
some  thirty-five  years’  experience  in 
his  Industry. 

He  is  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
reliable  dealers  in  our  city,  and  is 
highly  regarded  for  his  ability  and  in- 
tegrity. 


GOODRICH  CLOTHING  CO. 


Local  Representative  of  Foster 
System  Clothiers,  Managed 
by  Alert  Business 
Men 

Though  the  name  of  Goodrich  has 
long  been  connected  with  the  clothing 
trade  in  Fitchburg,  the  management  of 
the  business  has  passed  into  other 
hands,  who  uphold  the  sound  and 
staunch  reputation  of  the  old  house, 
while  maintaining  the  most  up-to-date 
and  progressive  methods  of  modern 
merchandising. 

The  store  occupied  bj’  the  Goodrich 
Clothing  Company,  149-151  Main  street, 
is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  attrac- 
tive in  this  city,  and  its  central  lo- 
cation has  always  made  it  desirable 
for  the  clothing  trade.  The  integrity 
that  has  marked  its  management  has 
been  of  influence  in  making  the  site  a 


Clothing  Co.  in  our  city,  and  this  con- 
cern is  patronized  by  discriminating 
buyers  who  are  judges  of  material  and 
prices,  and  know  when  they  are  get- 
ting particular  value. 

Men’s  furnishings  handled  by  this 
concern  are  bought  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
lines  of  furnishings  in  this  part  of  the 
county  is  shown  by  the  Goodrich  Cloth- 
ing Co.  The  stock  of  hats,  caps,  neck- 
wear, etc.,  is  kept  complete  and  up-to- 
date  by  the  continual  addition  of  new 
stock. 

The  store  has  been  recently  improved 
so  that  counters,  cases  and  cabinets 
are  of  the  latest  invention  and  utility, 
and  the  stock  is  exhibited  in  tasteful 
and  convenient  arrangement,  where  it 
can  be  inspected  without  mussing  or 
unnecessary  handling. 

The  old  reliable  Goodrich  Clothing 
Co.  of  this  city  is  now  composed. of  F. 
E.  Hartwell,  Danbury,  Ct.,  president; 
C.  A.  Wheelock,  Springfield,  treasurer; 
E.  W.  Alley,  Fitchburg,  secretary  and 
manager. 

Mr.  Alley  has  been  connected  with 
the  Besse-Foster  Company  for  twelve 
years,  and  is  an  expert  clothing  man. 
He  has  attained  a most  desirable  and 
creditable  standing  in  our  city  for  him- 
self and  for  the  company  which  he 
represents. 


GERMAN  CO-OPERATIVE 
GROCERY  CO. 


Patronage  and  Success  of  This 
Corporation  Promoted  by 
Large  Number  of 
Stockholders 

It  is  particularly  appropriate  that 
a cooperative  grocery  store  should 
have  been  successfully  developed  by 
German  stockholders,  and  by  managers 


THE  GOODRICH  CLOTHING  CO. 


popular  and  reliable  one,  and  under 
the  present  proprietorship  there  has 
been  a marked  increase  in  transactions, 
the  patrons  of  the  old  concern  finding 
satisfaction  in  trading  here,  while  the 
inducements  offered  are  sufficient  to 
constantly  attract  new  patronage. 

The  company,  representing  the 
Besse-Foster  system  of  clothiers,  has 
at  its  disposal  unusual  facilities  for 
buying,  inasmuch  as  there  are  thirty- 
eight  stores  iwhich  combine  in  the 
wholesale  market,  and  each  one  gets 
the  benefit  derived  from  purchasing  in 
such  enormous  quantities. 

Goods  are  particularly  manufactured 
for  this  concern,  and  with  such  a ter- 
ritory to  cater  to,  it  is  practically  need- 
less to  say  that  makers  offer  induce- 
ments in  prices  and  stock.  The  trade- 
mark of  the  firm  is  registered  on  these 
goods,  and  each  house  stands  back 
of  the  clothing  it  offers.  The  advan- 
tage which  a firm  enjoys  through  buy- 
ing in  such  quantities,  is  shared 
with  the  consumers.  Buying  at  the 
lowest  possible  price,  the  firm  can  sell 
at  a corresponding  figure.  Being 
sought  by  wholesalers  and  manufac- 
turers, they  can  in  a measure  make 
their  own  stipulations,  demanding  the 
best  fabrics,  and  the  most  skilful  work- 
manship. 

These  are  qualities  that  enter  into 
the  goods  shown  by  the  Goodrich 


of  this  nationality,  as  the  Fatherland 
is  one  of  the  countries  where  the  com- 
munity idea  has  been  most  carefully 
promoted  and  fostered.  But  though 
Germany  is  most  earnest  in  nurturing 
the  cooperative  idea,  the  German  Co- 
operative Grocery  Co.  has  been  ad- 
vanced through  American  progressive- 
ness and  an  up-to-date  alertness,  pe- 
culiar to  no  country,  but  character- 
istic of  the  modern  business  men  who 
are  located  in  our  city. 

The  German  Co-operative  Grocery 
Co.  was  incorporated  in  June,  1897,  with 
a capital  of  $5000.  The  object  of  co- 
operation— to  assist  every  one  asso- 
ciated together  in  such  a body — Is  es- 
pecially well  carried  out  by  this  con- 
cern, since  no  one  is  allowed  over  four 
shares  of  stock,  and  there  are  now 
two  hundred  stockholders.  The  busi- 
ness was  begun  in  a small  space  on 
Leighton  street,  and  about  ten  years 
ago  the  building  at  106  Kimball  street 
was  erected,  and  has  been  occupied 
since.  It  affords  ample  capacity  for 
the  large  stock  carried,  and  one  of 
the  finest  lines  of  imported,  domestic, 
and  fancy  groceries  anywhere  shown 
in  our  city,  is  dealt  in  here.  Selected 
assortments  of  canned  and  bottled 
goods,  household  utensils,  kitchen 
ware  and  other  commodities  of  this 
nature  are  handled  in  great  quantity, 
and  five  people  are  employed,  and 
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two  teams  used  for  taking  orders  and 
making  deliveries. 

The  cooperative  idea  is  that  through 
organization,  goods  can  be  bought  for 
the  lowest  possible  price,  and  sold  at 
the  same  ratio.  This  principle  is  main- 
tained by  this  company. 

The  officers  of  the  corporation  are 
August  Doehla,  president;  Adam  Pen- 
sel,  secretary;  Otto  C,  Sammett,  man- 
ager and  treasurer;  Paui  Haenisch, 
auditor;  John  Sammett,  Paui  Demm- 
ler,  Kari  Uhiig,  George  Popp,  and  Adolph 
Riedel,  directors.  All  are  representa- 
tive German-Americans  and  respected 
residents  of  this  city.  Manager  Sam- 
mett has  been  connected  with  the  com- 
pany for  eleven  years,  and  his  enter- 
prise and  ability  have  been  exercised 
for  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders,  so 
that  every  policy  pursued,  and  every 
economy  realized,  has  been  shared  by 
ali. 

The  company  stands  among  the 
sound  and  upright  business  concerns 
in  our  city,  and  the  officers  have  been 
loyal  to  it.  In  gaining  a reputation 
for  the  corporation  they  have  also  won 
regard  for  their  own  astuteness  and 
integrity. 


nine  years  has  annually  added  to  his 
patronage  and  reputation,  being  re- 
garded as  one  of  our  leading  florists 
and  as  a public-spirited  citizen,  who 
gives  his  encouragement  and  support 
to  any  movement  that  promises  the 
welfare  of  this  community. 


FITCHBURG  BAKING  CO. 

Oldest  Plant  of  Its  Kind  In  This 
City,  But  Modem  In  Its 
Equipment  and 
Operation 

Though  the  reputation  of  any  con- 
cern is  likely  to  correspond  well  with 
the  number  of  years  it  has  been  es- 
tablished, the  modern  efficiency  of  such 
a plant  as  the  Fitchburg  Baking  Com- 
pany’s must  be  taken  into  account  as 
well,  else  the  result  will  be  short  of 
that  warranted  by  the  facts. 

The  company  s property  on  Circle 
street  has  been  completely  renovated 
and  improved  in  recent  years;  and  no 
manufacturing  bakers  in  Worcester 


A.  D.  WAYMOTH  & CO. 


and  it  is  said  of  one  driver,  Henry 
Smith,  now  retired,  that  he  loaded  his 
wagon  here  for  more  than  forty  years. 
The  business  is  now  owned  by  Charles 
O.  Swanson  and  Arthur  G.  Swanson. 

Charles  O.  Swanson,  for  seventeen 
years  a baker  in  this  city,  has  been 
a partner  for  ten  years,  formerly  with 
Swan  Nelson,  later  with  his  brother, 
Arthur,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Nelson  last 
year.  He  is  one  of  the  most  thorough 
and  experienced  men  in  this  industry 
in  the  county.  Arthur  Swanson  super- 
vises the  outside  transactions. 


his  ability  has  been  so  well  recog- 
nized that  he  numbers  among  his  pa- 
trons some  of  the  most  fastidious 
ladies  in  Fitchburg  and  surrounding 
towns. 

Stock  or  samples  are  shown  in  his 
rooms,  and  the  most  seasonable  fabrics 
are  dealt  in,  all  the  linings  and  trim- 
mings are  provided,  and  for  a suit  or 
separate  garment,  Mr.  Greenberg  pro- 
duces the  latest  styles  and  clothes  that 
are  perfectly  fitting,  to  which  the  most 
expert  workmanship  has  been  applied. 
Five  capable  people  are  employed. 


A.  D.  WAYMOTH  & CO. 


Where  Wood  Turning  Lathes  Are 
Used  the  Name  Waymoth 
is  Familiar 

So  well  known  is  the  Waymoth  wood- 
turning lathe  that  the  appellation  of 
“wood,  turning”  is  not  used  half  the 
time,  and  the  designation  is  simply 
the  "Waymoth  lathe.”  That  is  suf- 
ficient for  any  one  who  knows  about 
the  wood-turning  business,  for  it  was 
the  first  lathe  invented  and  put  on  the 
market  for  wood  turning.  Though  this 
was  years  ago,  the  house  of  Waymoth 
has  continued  the  ieader  in  this  field, 
making  modern  improvements  on  the 
old  model  and  taking  out  patents  in 
later  years. 

The  lathe  is  used  today  in  practically 
every  wood-turning  establishment  in 
this  country,  and  is  also  in  demand  in 
the  export  trade.  It  is  the  lathe  that 
for  all  short  varieties  of  wood  turn- 
ing does  the  work  most  efficiently,  ex- 
peditiously and  economically. 

It  is  especially  demanded  by  makers 
of  handles  for  knives,  cutlery,  umbrel- 
las or  sunshades,  of  knobs,  spools  and 
druggists’  boxes,  and  for  such  work  has 
never  had  a superior  since  it  was  placed 
upon  the  market. 

The  plant  at  Newton  place  has  long 
been  occupied  by  this  concern,  and 
whiie  the  invention  of  the  Waymoth 
lathe  was  of  the  first  importance,  its 
reputation  has  been  maintained  by  the 
thorough  and  experienced  supervision 
that  is  given  to  its  manufacture.  The 
design  shows  the  proper  proportions, 
the  best  of  material  is  used,  and  the 
most  skilful  workmanship  is  employed, 
so  that  in  durability  as  well  as  in  ef- 
ficiency, this  lathe  meets  the  require- 
ments of  practical  wood  turners.  Eight 
men  are  employed  on  the  average,  and 
the  business  is  conducted  by  C.  H. 
Waymoth,  a son  of  the  inventor. 

It  was  in  1857  that  A.  D.  Waymoth 
made  his  invention,  and  the  first  pat- 
ent was  taken  out.  Later,  in  company 
with  Hale  W.  Page,  he  went  to  Bran- 
don, Vt.,  for  white  birch,  then  to  Bris- 
tol, Vt.,  returning  here  in  the  early 
sixties.  The  company  made  quite  a 
feature  of  manufacturing  pill  boxes 
with  the  Waymoth  lathe,  but  as  the 
machine  more  and  more  supplanted 
hand  work,  the  facilities  of  the  oont- 
pany  were  devoted  to  manufacturing 
the  lathes. 

C.  H.  Waymoth  entered  the  busi- 
ness with  his  father  in  1878,  and  has 
been  sole  proprietor  since  1901,  though 
continuing  the  old  firm  name  of  A.  D. 
Waymoth  & Co. 


The  company  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  baking  business  in  this  city,  is 
a concern  that  is  known  and  relied 
upon  in  many  other  communities  in 
this  part  of  the  state. 

The  Messrs.  Swanson  stand  among 
the  sound  and  enterprising  business 
men  in  our  city,  and  are  estimable  and 
upright  citizens. 


FITCHBURG  BAKING  CO. 


C.  W.  MOECKEL 


Old  Established  Greenhouses  Are 
Conducted  by  An  Expert 
Gardener  and 
Florist 

Under  the  proprietorship  of  C.  W. 
Moeckel  since  1902,  the  greenhouses  at 
17  Summer  street  have  been  advanced 
to  their  greatest  degree  of  efficiency. 
These  hothouses  are  among  the  old- 
est established  in  Fitchburg.  Always 
conducted  by  expert  florists,  they  have 
had  an  enviable  reputation  that  has 
been  greatly  enhanced  by  Mr.  Moeckel’s 
skill  and  enterprising  methods. 

The  principal  plant  comprises  three 
greenhouses,  and  a "lean-to”  furnishes 
three  smaller  houses,  so  that  In  all 
some  7500  square  feet  of  glass  is  con- 
tained in  the  property. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  patronized 
floral  establishments  in  our  city,  and 
for  speciai  designs,  decorations  or 
landscape  gardening,  no  concern  can 
show  more  skill  or  proficiency  than 
C.  W.  MoeckeTs. 

Funeral  designs  are  most  effectively 
made  up.  Harmonious  colors  are  in- 
tertwined and  original  or  conventional 
frames  are  filled  with  lasting  and  fra- 
grant blossoms. 

Carnations,  roses,  lilies  and  other 
plants  of  various  descriptions,  green 
stuffs  and  hardy  plants  are  raised,  and 
the  stock  is  most  carefully  chosen  and 
expertly  nurtured,  so  that  plants  for 
the  home,  bouquets  or  cut  flowers, 
give  the  greatest  satisfaction  when 
purchased  here. 

Decorations  for  weddings,  public 
meetings  or  social  occasions  are  artis- 
tically done  by  this  concern  and  all 
the  materials  needed  for  display  and 
pleasing  appearance  are  furnished. 

Mr.  Moeckel  learned  his  trade  of 
florist  and  gardener  in  Germany,  where 
thoroughness  is  demanded.  He  has 
been  in  Fitchburg  for  the  past  seven- 
teen years,  was  employed  for  five 
years  by  one  of  the  old  greenhouse 
owners,  and  has  been  in  business  for 
himself  for  twelve  years. 

At  his  present  property  he  has 
especially  fine  facilities  and  in  the  past 


county  have  better  facilities  or  give 
more  satisfactory  service. 

Bread,  pies,  cakes,  and  pastries  are 
produced  in  extensive  quantities,  for 
the  recent  installations  not  only  allow 
greater  variety  and  better  quality,  but 
add  to  the  capacity. 

Three  large  ovens  afford  accommo- 
dations for  baking,  daily,  five  to  eight 
thousand  loaves  of  bread,  and  this  is 
sold  not  only  throughout  Fitchburg  and 
its  suburbs,  but  shipments  are  made 
to  all  points  within  a radius  of  twen- 
ty-five miles. 

The  demand  for  sanitary  methods 
now  made  by  the  public,  as  well  as  the 
pure  food  law,  is  met  by  the 
life  of  the  most  improved  machinery, 
so  that  personal  contact  is  almost  un- 
known in  the  operations.  Weighing, 
sifting,  and  mixing  are  done  by  ma- 
chinery; revolving  ovens  are  used  for 
the  baking  of  pies,  and  long-handled 
ladles  are  used  where  custard  or  sim- 
ilar pies  have  to  be  filled. 

Sixty  doughnuts  are  dropped  at  one 
time  into  the  clean  fat  in  which  they 
are  fried,  and  every  operation  is  con- 
ducted upon  a large  scale.  Day  and 
night  forces  are  employed,  numbering 
twenty-five  people.  Ten  teams  are 
kept  on  the  road. 

The  business  was  established  in  1828, 


MAX  F.  GREENBERG 


Ladies’  Tailor  Who  Has  Become  Well  Es- 
tablished in  Eleven  Years  in  Our  City 

The  trend  of  the  times  is  toward 
specialization,  and  people  have  grad- 
ually learned  that  the  person  who  en- 
deavors to  do  all  things  does  none  of 
them  particularly  well.  It  is  the  man 
devoted  to  one  line  of  effort  who  be- 
comes experienced  and  successful.  This 
is  especially  true  of  the  tailoring  busi- 
ness, and  though  some  concerns  claim 
to  do  ladies’  amd  gentlemen’s  tailor- 
ing, it  is  found  that  if  both  lines  are 
tried  one  or  both  will  suffer. 

Max  F.  Greenberg,  the  ladies’  tailor 
in  Rooms  43  and  44,  Safety  Fund  build- 
ing, has  been  established  in  Fitchburg 
for  eleven  years,  and  in  his  field  has 
become  known  as  a leader. 

Mr.  Greenberg  learned  his  trade  in 
his  mother  country  of  Germany,  and 
has  practiced  it  for  many  years.  He 
has  been  in  the  United  States  for 
twenty-eight  years,  engaged  in  such 
fashionable  centers  as  New  York  and 
Boston.  In  locating  in  Fitchburg,  Mr. 
Greenberg  promised  to  do  what  he  was 
skilled  for  and  capable  of  doing,  and 
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NORMANDIN  BROS. 

Constant  Expansion  the  Record 
of  a Business  House  In 
the  Cleghorn 
District 

Every  growing  city,  like  Fitchburg, 
offers  opportunities  for  men  who  are 
alert  and  enterprising,  and  are  capable 
of  accepting  the  openings  offered  them. 
It  is  to  the  credit  of  many  of  our  busi- 
ness and  industrial  men,  that  they  have 


brought  to  our  city  a man  thoroughly 
experienced  in  this  line,  and  whose  en- 
terprise has  been  demonstrated  by  the 
policy  he  has  put  in  effect,  and  the 
service  he  has  given. 

The  store  in  relation  to  the  hard- 
ware trade,  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  this  vicinity,  and  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  Lawrence  for  fifteen  years.  Shelf 
and  builders’  hardware  in  complete 
stock  are  dealt  in,  and  a specialty  is 
made  of  carriage  woodwork.  Wheels, 
rims,  spokes,  shafts,  and  other  ve- 
hicle equipment  are  handled,  and  the 
hardware  used  for  carriage  purposes  is 
also  carried. 


ticularly  if  they  want  to  be  well 
thought  of.  Certainly,  nothing  helps 
more  to  the  making  of  a good  im- 
pression than  to  have  good-looking 
hands  or  hair,  and  this  doctrine  is  ac- 
cepted by  business  people  no  less  than 
by  those  who  have  leisure,  and  nothing 
else  to  do,  but  to  think  of  their  ap- 
pearance. 

The  trade  of  the  Douglas  Hair  Store 
includes  many  people  who  are  par- 
ticular about  their  appearance,  wheth- 
er it  is  from  social  or  business  reasons 
or  personal  ambition. 

This  concern,  with  headquarters  at 
187  Main  street,  has  been  established 


FITCHBURG  AUTO  CO. 

A Conveniently  Located  Garage 
That  Offers  Expert  Service 
in  the  Automobile 
Line 

The  garage  in  the  rear  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Hotel  has,  because  of  its  location 
in  that  place  for  the  past  eight  or  ten 
years,  become  particularly  well  known 
to  visiting  automobilists,  who  are  al- 
ways anxious  to  park  their  car  on  or 
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NORMANDIN  BROS. 


grasped  the  chances  presented,  and 
through  the  fertile  field  open  to  them, 
and  by  their  own  sagacity  and  energy, 
have  developed  from  small  beginnings 
large  and  successful  results. 

Among  the  concerns  who  may  be 
listed  in  that  class  is  that  of  Norman- 
dln  Bros.,  with  office  at  276  Fairmount 
street,  where  they  have  transactions 
in  coal,  wood  and  ice,  and  attend  to 
mason  contracts,  roofing  and  concret- 
ing. The  business  was  first  established 
In  August,  1899,  when  trade  was  begun 
In  the  coal  and  wood  line.  This  end  of 
the  business  has  been  largely  extended 
In  succeeding  years,  and  all  kinds  of 
fuel  are  now  dealt  in,  hard  and  soft 
coal,  long  and  short  wood. 

Two  years  later  the  ice  business  of 
J.  H.  Daniels  was  purchased,  and  at 
present,  this  concern  annually  cuts 
thousands  of  tons  of  Ice  of  excellent 
quality  from  Goodfellow  pond  and  the 
Pratt  road  pond. 

The  concrete  and  roofing  business  was 
undertaken  a year  after  the  firm  was 
established;  in  1905  masonry  contracts 
were  taken  and  the  concern  is  now  one 
of  the  leaders  In  our  city  in  doing 
foundation  work,  laying  sidewalks  and 
covering  roofs. 

Joseph  and  Arcade  Normandin,  who 
comprise  this  firm,  were  residents  of 
our  city  for  some  years  previous  to 
the  formation  of  this  partnership.  They 
give  employment  to  twenty-five  people, 
have  a large  Investment  In  their  stock 
and  equipment,  and  are  men  of  pro- 
perty in  their  district. 

They  are  numbered  among  our  sub- 
stantial industrial  men,  and  are  citizens 
of  loyal  and  public  spirit. 


ALFRED  G.  GRUENER 

Hardware  Dealer  Who  Succeeds 
the  Old  Established  Con- 
cern of  A.  B, 
Lawrence 

While  this  community  naturally 
takes  pride  in  its  old-established  busi- 
ness houses,  and  points  with  credit  to 
the  men  who  have  successfully  de- 
veloped them,  there  is  also  in  a public- 
spirited  place  a vast  amount  of  grat- 
ification in  knowing  that  outside  cap- 
ital Is  attracted  here,  and  that  men 
of  experience  In  other  cities  believe 
there  Is  a favorable  field  in  Fitchburg — 
for  Fitchburg  citizens  generally  look 
forward  not  only  to  the  continued 
prosperity  of  this  city,  but  to  its  great- 
er advancement  and  progress,  and  like 
to  have  that  belief  shared  by  others. 

The  recent  establishment  of  Alfred 
G.  Gruener  in  the  old  hardware  store 
of  A.  B.  Lawrence.  46  Main  street. 


Farm  tools,  agricultural  implements, 
and  all  the  accessories  used  by  tillers 
of  the  soil  are  shown  here,  in  the 
makes  that  have  a national  reputation 
for  serviceability  and  workmanship, 
the  capacious  store  on  Main  street  be- 
ing heavily  stocked,  and  a two-story 
building  on  Morris  street,  and  two 
basements  used  for  heavy  goods  and 
surplus  stock. 

Four  or  five  capable  people  are  em- 
ployed. 


alfred:g. 

Mr.  Gruener  was  in  the  hardware 
business  in  New  Haven  for  twenty- 
two  years,  and  after  working  for  one 
firm  for  years,  became  part  owner  in 
the  W.  A.  Warner  & Bro.  Co.  The 
ability  and  experience  which  gained 
him  this  advancement  in  New  Haven 
have  been  put  in  effect  in  his  propri- 
etorship of  this  Fitchburg  store,  and 
beside  retaining  the  old  patrons  of  the 
Lawrence  concern,  he  is  adding  many 
new  ones,  and  gaining  credit  for  in- 
creasing the  business. 

Mr.  Gruener  is  considered  a most 
desirable  acquisition  to  Fitchburg's 
mercantile  circles,  and  our  city  is 
pleased  to  have  a field  which  attracts 
able  business  men  of  his  calibre. 


DOUGLAS  HAIR  STORE 

An  Experienced  Concern  That  Has  A 
Large  Trade 

Years  ago — though  it  is  not  such  a 
long  time  but  what  most  of  us  can 
remember  it — very  few  people  patron- 
ized a hairdresser  or  manicurist.  Now 
there  are  few  people  who  do  not,  par- 


for  the  past  eleven  years,  and  in  that 
time  there  has  been  a consistent  in- 
crease of  business,  for  the  workman- 
ship of  the  house  is  well-known,  and 
more  and  more  people  have  recognized 
the  ability  with  which  It  performs  its 
operations. 

All  kinds  of  hair  work  are  done  here, 
and  this  company  is  the  only  one  in 
Fitchburg  which  manufactures  hair, 
making  to  order  wigs,  rolls  and  all 
separate  pieces  that  may  be  needed  to 
build  up  the  wearer’s  own  growth. 


GRUENER 

Wigs  for  theatrical  wear  are  made 
here,  and  other  theatrical  supplies 
dealt  in.  A number  of  hair  prepara- 
tions are  made  by  this  company,  and 
toilet  waters,  creams,  etc.,  are  carried 
in  a well-selected  stock. 

Manicuring  is  another  specialty,  and 
all  the  equipment  for  the  best  work  in 
this  line  is  used,  and  skilled  workers 
are  employed.  The  store  is  convenient- 
ly fitted  with  apartments  where  each 
customer  may  be  exclusively  attended 
to.  and  for  the  services  performed  par- 
ticularly reasonable  rates  only  are 
charged. 

F’acial  massage  is  also  undertaken, 
and  this  work  is  scientifically  operated. 
Four  expert  assistants  are  employed. 

R.  D.  Douglas,  the  proprietor,  has 
been  in  this  business  for  some  twenty- 
five  years,  and  learned  his  trade  in  his 
native  country,  England.  He  has  been 
for  some  years  in  the  States,  and  was 
a resident  of  Haverhill  before  coming 
to  Fitchburg.  He  was  employed  in  this 
city  for  two  years,  but  in  1900  became 
established  for  himself,  rapidly  com- 
ing to  the  front  in  his  profession,  and 
being  known  as  one  of  the  most  able 
and  proficient  hair  workers  in  this 
section. 


near  the  Main  street  rather  than  to 
drive  over  some  unknown  road. 

But  this  garage,  conducted  by  the 
Fitchburg  Auto  Co.,  has  also  received 
commendation  from  local  patrons,  for 
the  work  that  is  performed  by  its 
mechanics  is  recognized  as  the  most 
efficient  that  is  done  in  this  line. 
Owners  of  cars  are  much  more  care- 
ful nowadays  than  they  were  when 
automobiling  first  became  popular,  and 
if  repairs  of  any  sort  are  needed,  they 
want  to  be  sure  that  men  who  under- 
stand their  business  are  going  to  at- 
tend to  them. 

It  is  admitted  by  local  motorists  that 
in  its  particular  field  the  Fitchburg 
Auto  Co.  is  the  most  skilled  and  thor- 
ough. Repairing,  reassembling,  tire 
setting  or  engine  work  is  all  done  by 
men  competent  in  their  line,  and  every 
equipment  to  facilitate  operations  is 
at  hand. 

This  company  has  invented  or  im- 
proved machinery  to  attend  to  repair 
work,  conducts  a vulcanizing  depart- 
ment, and  has  complete  facilities  for 
battery  charging.  All  kinds  of  auto- 
mobile furnishings  and  accessories  are 
handled,  and  the  company  has  an  ex- 
tensive and  commodious  building  where 
forty  cars  may  be  housed  without  en- 
croaching upon  the  repair  or  machine 
room,  office  or  ladies’  dressing  room. 

This  company  also  has  the  agency 
for  the  Buick,  and  any  one  of  ten  mod- 
els made  by  the  Buick  company  may 
be  secured  here.  The  car  is  one  of  the 
best  known  on  the  market,  has  con- 
stantly won  speed  and  endurance  tests, 
and  is  made  as  handsomely  and  as 
perfectly  as  much  higher-priced  cars. 
The  Buick  can  be  purchased  in  differ- 
ent models  from  five  hundred  and  fifty 
to  twenty-two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, and  any  model  gives  for  the 
money  as  lasting  satisfaction  as  any 
machine  in  this  country. 

The  Fitchburg  Auto  Co.  was  organ- 
ized several  years  ago,  but  has  been 
under  the  sole  proprietorship  of  P.  F. 
Connors  since  the  first  of  this  year. 
Mr.  Connors  has  been  in  this  garage  for 
four  years,  and  is  one  of  the  men  who 
entered  the  automobile  field  through 
natural  channels.  He  is  an  expert  ma- 
chinist who  came  to  Fitchburg  nine 
years  ago,  after  fifteen  years’  experi- 
ence in  some  of  the  best  shops  In  the 
country,  among  them  the  Waltham 
Watch  Co.’s  factory.  In  this  city  he 
has  been  with  some  of  the  leading 
manufacturers. 

He  employs  from  seven  to  fifteen 
men,  and  though  all  are  able  mechan- 
ics, Mr.  Connors  supervises  all  oper- 
ations, and  every  job  must  come  up  to 
the  high  standard  that  he  demands. 

The  Fitchburg  Auto  Co.  is  one  of  the 
leading  concerns  in  our  city,  and  Mr. 
Connors  is  constantly  extending  Its 
patronage  and  reputation,  and  reaping 
commendation  for  the  concern  and 
himself. 
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L.  D.  BURDO 


One  of  the  Most  Successful  Gro- 
cers in  Our  City  Has  Had 
Unusual  Develop- 
ment 

Though  it  is  usual  to  think  of  busi- 
ness men  located  in  the  center  of  the 
city  as  those  who  have  the  largest 
trade  and  most  extensive  capacities,  a 
review  of  Fitchburg’s  enterprises  dis- 
closes the  fact  that  some  of  the  most 
substantial  successes  have  been 
achieved  by  tradesmen  who  are  lo- 
cated in  different  sections  of  the  city, 
away  from  what  is  generally  regarded 
as  the  commercial  district. 

The  establishment  of  L.  D.  Burdo, 
the  grocer  and  marketman  at  249-251 
River  street,  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete and  extensive  in  Fitchburg,  and 
has  been  continually  developed  in  the 
twenty-two  years  that  Mr.  Burdo  has 
been  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Burdo  was  first  located  on  Kim- 
ball street,  where  a comparatively 
small  store  was  occupied,  and  the  pat- 
ronage was  in  proportion  to  the  prem- 
ises and  facilities.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a continual  expansion  in  trade,  so 
that  larger  quarters  were  needed,  and 
the  property  on  River  street  was  pur- 
chased, and  the  present  fine  building 
erected. 


Since  taking  the  occupancy  of  this 
block  some  sixteen  years  ago,  additions 
and  improvements  have  been  made  so 
that  the  firm  is  numbered  among  the 
soundest  and  largest  of  its  class  in  the 
city. 

Virtually  two  complete  businesses 
are  combined,  one  part  of  the  store  be- 
ing devoted  to  the  grocery,  and  the 
other  part  to  the  market.  In  this  lat- 
ter Score  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
liPcs  of  meats  that  is  shown  anywhere 
In  this  section  is  handled  in  great 
quantity,  fresh  daily;  while  canned 
goods,  provisions  and  vegetables  are  in 
the  list  of  commodities  dealt  in. 

Staple  and  fancy  groceries  are  dis- 
played in  all  guaranteed  makes  and 
brands  in  the  portion  of  the  building 
that  is  allowed  for  this  part  of  the 
trade,  and  there  is  nothing  in  prepared 
or  uncooked  foods  that  is  desired  by 
housekeepers  that  may  not  be  found  at 
Burdo’s  in  all  the  assortments  that  the 
wholesale  markets  afford. 

Air-tight  compartments,  modern  fix- 
tures and  up-to-date  arrangements 
and  methods  are  parts  of  the  equip- 
ment and  policy  of  this  concern,  whose 
success  has  been  gained  by  giving  the 
public  a square  deal,  and  providing  it 
with  the  goods  and  prices  that  insure 
satisfaction.  A frontage  of  fifty  feet 
gives  the  concern  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive exteriors  in  this  city.  Four 
people  are  employed,  and  two  teams 
kept  in  commission. 

The  first  of  February,  this  year,  Mr. 
Burdo  instituted  another  enterprise, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  retail  coal 
business,  adding  sheds  and  yard  on 
River  street  opposite  the  Orswell  mills, 


and  putting  in  the  best-known  brands 
of  anthracite  coal.  This  business 
started  off  most  auspiciously,  and  with 
Mr.  Burdo’s  well-known  energy  and 
sagacity  to  direct  it,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  his  success  in  the  meat 
and  grocery  business  will  be  duplicated 
in  the  coal  trade. 

Mr.  Burdo  is  a property  owner  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  is  regarded 
as  a leading  business  man  and  repre- 
sentative member  of  this  community. 


MANSFIELD  FLOWER  SHOP 

Largest  Flower  Store  In  City  Under  New 
Proprietorship 

It  often  happens  that  when  a busi- 
ness changes  hands  it  deteriorates, 
but  this  can  not  be  said  of  the  flower 
salesroom  formerly  conducted  under 
the  present  name  but  different  pro- 
prietorship. 

This  flower  shop  at  5 Putnam  street 
in  the  Johnsonia  building,  is  one  of 
the  oldest  as  well  as  the  largest  in  the 
city  of  Fitchburg,  and  the  present  fine 
quarters  offer  all  the  conveniences 
needed  in  the  most  up-to-date  store. 
It  is  the  headquarters  for  funeral  de- 
signs, and  emblems  and  frames  are 
shown  upon  which  are  constructed  the 
most  beautiful  fioral  pieces;  harmo- 
nious colors  and  fresh-cut  flowers  are 
used,  so  that  the  me- 
morial will  remain 
fragrant  and  beauti- 
ful to  the  last  pos- 
sible moment. 

The  Flower  Shop 
Is  also  the  leading 
decorator  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  for  public 
events,  weddings  or 
social  occasions,  its 
services  are  general- 
ly in  demand,  pro- 
viding flowers  neces- 
sary for  such  events, 
and  the  artistic  de- 
signs and  appropri- 
ate effects  produced 
are  approved  by  peo- 
ple of  taste.  All  the 
blossoms  in  season 
are  carried  in  assort- 
ment, and  the  tran- 
sient customer  desir- 
ing a nosegay,  bou- 
tonniere or  elaborate 
bouquet,  will  be  sat- 
isfied at  this  store. 

C.  A.  Lesure,  the 
present  proprietor, 
bought  the  retail 
end  of  the  Mansfield 
flower  business,  and 
from  the  start  has 
met  with  great  suc- 
cess. The  good-will 
of  the  business  has 
also  been  acquired  by 
retaining  the  name  of 
the  old  firm,  which 
is  a valuable  asset, 
and  gives  prestige  to  Mr.  Lesure.  He 
keeps  the  place  more  heavily  stocked 
than  ever  before,  and  in  order  to  give 
his  customers  the  best  and  freshest 
flowers,  he  has  recently  arranged  to 
get  the  bulk  of  his  goods  fresh  from 
Boston,  every  day. 

Mr.  Lesure  was  formerly  employed  by 
his  brothers  in  the  Palace  Steam  laun- 
dry, and  has  lived  in  the  city  seven 
years.  In  that  time  he  has  formed  a 
large  circle  of  friends,  and  is  most 
popular  among  the  fraternal  societies 
of  which  he  is  a member,  including  the 
Odd  Fellows,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and 
Red  Men. 


ROLLSTONE  GRAIN  STORE 


An  Old  and  Well  Established  Business 
Under  Able  Proprietorship 

When  customers  used  to  drive  into 
this  city  from  many  surrounding 
towns,  and  when  accommodations  by 
trolley  or  other  means  of  transporta- 
tion were  little  known,  the  Rollstone 
Grain  Store  was  established.  Though 
people  can  get  from  one  place  to  an- 
other much  more  easily  nowdays,  the 
Rollstone  Grain  Store  is  still  a popular 
trading  place,  catering  to  the  demands 
filled  in  the  old  days,  and  also  com- 
plying with  the  conditions  of  modern 
trade. 

The  business,  established  many  years 
ago,  has  been  under  the  proprietor- 
ship of  Luscher  & Beck  since  Septem- 
ber, 1907. 


The  premises  occupied  at  421  Main 
street,  corner  of  Circle  street,  have  a 
capacity  of  twenty  carloads,  and  the 
commodities  handled  include  grain, 
feed,  flour  and  baled  hay.  Rock  salt  is 
also  dealt  in,  and  all  kinds  of  poultry 
and  cattle  supplies.  In  this  field,  the 
company  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
dealers,  and  one  of  the  most  reliable 
business  concerns  in  our  city. 

B.  A.  Eckhart’a  Four  X Best  flour  is 
handled  for  this  district  by  this  con- 
cern. This  flour  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  perfectly  milled  brands  upon 
the  market,  the  choicest  wheat  being 
used  and  every  process  employed  to 
make  it  smooth,  even  and  of  desirable 
whiteness. 

One  or  two  people  are  employed  and 
one  team  is  used,  though  much  of  the 
trade  still  comes  from  owners  of  horses 


who  drive  to  the  store  for  their  sup- 
plies. 

William  Luscher  was  formerly  in  the 
German  Cooperative  grocery  store. 
August  Beck  was  in  the  grain  business 
about  10  years  ago.  Both  are  known 
as  reliable  and  enterprising  business 
men,  and  are  not  only  identified  with 
the  success  of  the  Rollstone  Grain 
Store,  but  are  public-spirited  citizens. 


K.  MOSESON 


Men’s  Furnisher  Who  Has  Agency  for 

Steamship  Tickets  and  Other  Lines 

The  business  of  K.  Moseson  at  499 
Main  street  has  been  established  since 
April,  1903,  and  a number  of  different 
enterprises  are  carried  on  under  one 
roof  by  this  enterprising  retailer.  His 
large  store,  near  the  Upper  Common, 
has  the  trade  of  this  locality  in  the 
lines  that  he  carries. 

He  is  principally  a men’s  furnisher, 
but  this  title  is  often  used  to  describe 
a busness  that  does  not  take  in  all  the 
branches  that  Mr.  Moseson  includes. 
He  not  only  carries  a fine  stock  of  the 
general  lines,  such  as  hats,  caps, 
underwear,  hosiery,  neckwear,  sweat- 
ers and  woolen  goods,  but  also  jewel- 
ry for  men’s  wear,  such  as  scarfpins, 
cuff  links,  collar  buttons,  etc. 

Boots  and  shoes  of  different  makes, 
each  one  selected  for  durable  work- 
manship and  desirable  styles,  are  han- 
dled and  each  season  a new  stock 
is  put  in,  so  that  the  newest  things  in 
lasts,  leathers  and  shapes  are  shown. 

Stationery  and  a number  of  small 
novelties  are  carried,  for  this  store  is 
really  one  of  the  popular  trading 
places  in  this  vicinity,  and  many  accom- 
modations are  expected  and  are 
promptly  and  courteously  supplied. 

Mr.  Moseson  has  the  agency  for  a 
number  of  steamboat  lines,  and  trans- 
portation for  any  part  of  Europe  or 
elsewhere  may  be  secured  here,  while 
all  information  concerning  rates,  times 
of  sailing  and  arrival  is  furnished. 

Mr.  Hoseson.  who  has  been  in  re- 
tail trade  for-  the  past  eight  years,  has 
been  a resident  of  Fitchburg  for  eight- 
een years  and  was  formerly  employed 
by  the  Iver  Johnson  Arms  and  Cycle 
Co.  He  is  an  expert  machinist  and 
learned  his  trade  in  the  old  country. 
He  has  also  shown  himself  to  be  an 
able  and  upright  business  man. 

Mr.  Moseson  is  a member  of  the 
Swedish  Congi-egational  church  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  our  leading  and 
most  estimable  adopted  citizens. 


FITCHBURG  DRUG  CO. 

A Concern  That  Has  Doubled  Its 
Facilities  and  Trebled  Its 
Transactions  In 
Past  Year 

One  of  the  old  established  sites  for 
a drug  store,  the  corner  store  at  248 
Main  street  and  Oliver  street,  has  been 
subject  to  several  changes  in  the  past 
five  years,  and  was  so  enlarged  and 
Improved  in  1910  that  at  the  present 
time  it  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most 
completely  equipped  business  houses  in 
our  city. 

The  business  was  owned  for  some 
twenty  years  by  A.  H.  Burgess,  who 


sold  out  in  1906  to  Harry  M.  Brooks. 
Mr.  Brooks  conducted  it  for  two  years 
and  sold  out  to  the  Fitchburg  Drug 
Co.,  who  incorporated  it,  and  conducted 
it  for  nineteen  months.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  in  January,  1910,  Mr.  Brooks 
again  became  proprietor  though  re- 
taining the  corporation  charter. 

Four  months  later  he  bought  out 
John  B.  Horne’s  stationery  and  periodi- 
cal store  next  door,  made  the  two  into 
one  store,  and  has  subsequently  trebled 
the  stock  of  both  departments  with  a 
proportionate  increase  of  patronage. 

When  Mr.  Brooks  first  came  into 
possession  of  these  premises  in  1906 
he  made  immense  improvements,  in- 
stalling a handsome  new  fountain,  new 
glass  cases  and  counters.  But  when 
he  resumed  the  ownership  last  year  he 
made  more  extensive  alterations,  put- 
ting in  a new  ceiling,  new  floor,  and 
new  fixtures,  and  making  the  estab- 
lishment one  of  the  most  attractive 
as  well  as  one  of  the  most  commodious 
in  Worcester  county. 

The  location  of  the  concern  gives 
it  an  advantage  in  several  ways.  The 
double  store,  with  so  much  window  dis- 
play, allows  it  to  make  most  effective 
exhibitions  of  stock.  The  central  site 
is  convenient  for  transient  as  well  as 
local  trade,  and  the  lines  carried  are 
complete  for  pharmaceutical  trans- 
actions, and  for  novelties  and  station- 
ery, to  which  the  former  Horne  store 
is  devoted. 

A large  prescription  trade  is  handled 
here;  druggists’  sundries,  sick-room 
and  physicians’  supplies  dealt  in;  and 
in  proprietary  medicines  and  articles, 
creams,  liniments,  toilet  preparations, 
etc.,  there  is  nothing  worth  knowing 
that  can  not  be  secured  here. 

Though  under  one  roof,  the  station- 
ery, periodical,  and  novelty  store  on 
the  other  side  could  be  quite  independ- 
ent, for  one  of  the  largest  stocks  car- 
ried by  any  firm  is  handled  here.  ^ Of- 
fice and  school  supplies,  novelties  and 
souvenirs  of  different  seasons,  all  the 
regular  publications  in  magazines  and 
papers — these  are  some  of  the  lines 
handled  by  the  Fitchburg  Drug  Co. 
in  connection  with  its  pharmaceutical 
business. 

The  volume  of  trade  done  is  in- 
dicated in  the  fact  that  seven  people 
are  employed. 

Mr.  Brooks  has  been  in  the  drug 
business  for  the  past  fourteen  years, 
and  learned  his  trade  with  A.  W.  Fair- 
banks. He  is  treasurer  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Druggists’  Association,  and  a 
member  of  the  State  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  In  addition  to  his  repu- 
tation as  a pharmacist  of  experience 
and  skill,  he  is  a business  man  of  ad- 
vanced and  successful  methods. 
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F.  S.  HALL 

Oldest  Jewelry  Store  in  Fitchburg 
Established  In  1867,  Con- 
ducted by  Experienced 
Proprietor 

The  value  of  an  old-established  site 
for  any  one  particular  kind  of  busi- 
ness is  generally  admitted  by  mer- 


the finest  quality  of  groceries  are  sold. 

Pillsbury’s  flour  and  Ceresota,  two  of 
the  most  widely  known  millings  in  our 
country,  are  carried,  also  various  other 
brands,  so  that  the  most  particular 
customer  may  be  satisfied,  whatever 
make  she  most  favors,  for  it  can  be 
secured  here,  and  deliveries  are  made 
promptly.  Sugar,  spices,  teas,  coffees, 
etc.,  are  of  course,  handled  in  the  dif- 
ferent assortments,  and  in  canned 
goods  the  best  known  products  of  pack- 
ers are  carried  in  fresh  stock.  Table 


JEWELRY  STORE  OF  F.  S.  HALL 


cantile  men.  There  is  a disposition  on 
the  buying  public's  part  to  trade  where 
it  has  before,  or  where  the  family  has 
been  accustomed  to  going.  Thus  we 
find  the  jewelry  store  of  F.  S.  Hall,  194 
Main  street,  has  been  the  trading  place 
for  more  than  a generation,  and  Mr. 
Hall’s  predecessor,  J.  H.  Fairbanks, 
was  in  business  for  nearly  forty  years. 

Everything  in  the  jewelry  trade  is 
shown  by  this  concern,  and  though 
some  ingenuity  has  to  be  practiced  to 
arrange  all  the  stock  handled,  it  is 
successfully  done,  and  the  most  in- 
viting lines  of  silver,  glass,  and  orna- 
mental wares  are  shown. 

Fancy  articles  of  rare  and  delicate 
textures  are  carried,  and  particular  de- 
signs for  special  occasions,  gift  sea- 
sons, anniversary  events,  weddings  or 
presentation  affairs,  are  displayed  in 
one  of  the  finest  and  largest  assort- 
ments carried  in  this  city.  Watches, 
clocks,  rings,  charms,  fobs,  precious 
stones,  and  the  more  conventional  ar- 
ticles always  found  in  a jeweler’s 
stock  are  dealt  in,  but  the  concern  has 
a particular  reputation  for  novelties 
and  rare  patterns  in  silver  and  beau- 
tiful wares. 

Watch,  clock,  and  jewelry  repairing 
is  skillfully  done,  and  optical  goods 
are  handled  in  complete  assortment, 
eye  troubles  being  diagnosed,  and  pre- 
scribed for  by  an  expert  optometrist. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a jeweller  of  some  twen- 
ty-five years’  experience.  He  was  em- 
ployed by  J.  H.  Fairbanks  for  six  and 
a half  years,  following  which  he  was 
located  in  Boston  with  the  Shreve, 
Crump  & Low  Co.  for  four  and  a half 
years.  He  returned  to  Fitchburg  af- 
ter he  purchased  this  business  of  Mr. 
Fairbanks,  and  for  thirteen  years  has 
conducted  it  with  increasing  patron- 
age and  proportionate  success. 

It  is  naturally  the  best-known  jewel- 
ry store  in  our  city,  but  further  than 
that  It  is  regarded  as  a most  com- 
plete establishment,  where  dealings 
are  always  reliable  and  trustworthy. 


LEON  L’ECUYER 

One  of  the  Best  Neighborhood  Grocery 
Stores  In  This  Section 

Few  stores  in  any  part  of  the  city 
carry  a more  complete  or  better  grade 
stock  than  Leon  L’Ecuyer,  the  grocer 
at  166  Water  street,  corner  of  First. 
It  has  been  one  of  the  reliable  trading 
places  of  this  section  of  the  city  for  the 
past  dozen  years,  and  the  excellent 
reputation  it  enjoys  is  due  to  the  abi- 
lity and  sound  methods  by  which  it  has 
been  conducted. 

A fine  location  is  occupied  an  i the 
commodious  space  is  used  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  Almost  everything  eatable, 
except  meats  and  fish,  are  handled,  ? nd 


sauces,  relishes,  pickled  goods,  bakery 
and  dairy  products,  vegetables  and 
fruits,  are  kept  in  ample  variety. 

Two  men  are  employed  and  a team 
is  kept  in  commission. 

Leon  L’Ecuyer,  who  has  always  lived 
in  Fitchburg,  was  employed  in  this 
store  for  eight  years  before  he  became 
proprietor.  He  is  an  energetic  business 
man,  who  has  adopted  modern  and  con- 
structive methods,  and  is  known  among 
the  staunch  and  sound  grocers  in  our 
city. 


L.  E.  HALL 

Proprietor  of  the  F.  & L.  Street 
Railway  Waiting  Room 
Supplies  Many 
Needs 

Of  the  different  places  in  this  city 
where  people  congregate,  none  is  bet- 
ter known  to  either  residents  or  tran- 
sients than  the  waiting  room  of  the 
Fitchburg  and  Leominster  Street  Rail- 
way Co.  on  Main  street,  near  the  Union 
station  and  American  House.  It  is 
an  accommodation  that  has  been  of- 
fered the  public  for  some  years,  but 


L.  E.  HALL 

under  the  direction  of  L.  E.  Hall,  since 
May,  1909,  an  efficient  and  complete 
service  has  been  given  that  has  greatly 
added  to  the  popularity  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  consequently  has  led  to  a 
greatly  increased  patronage. 


It  is  one  of  the  popular  places  in 
town  for  a lunch,  and  this  is  known  by 
residents  as  well  as  by  people  waiting 
for  street-car  transportation.  Light 
lunches  are  served  promptly,  and 
cooked-to-order  dishes  are  offered, 
the  best  food  on  the  market  being 
bought,  and  the  most  up-to-date  fa- 
cilities used,  so  that  palatable  and 
wholesome  food  is  served,  thoroughly 
cooked  and  wholly  appetizing.  Several 
tables  are  used  as  well  as  a lunch 
bar,  providing  opportunity  for  an  eiab- 
orate  meal  at  one’s  leisure,  or  an  ex- 
tended choice  of  viands  already  pre- 
pared. 

A large  soda  fountain  is  operated, 
from  which  all  sorts  of  delicious  re- 
freshments are  served.  Hard  and  soft 
confectionery,  package  and  bulk  goods 
in  high-grade  chocolates  are  dealt  in, 
and  current  magazines  and  newspapers 
are  placed  on  the  counter  here  as  soon 
as  they  are  off  the  press. 

Three  people  are  employed  in  ad- 
dition to  Manager  E.  C.  Hall.  L.  E. 
Hall,  the  proprietor,  was  formerly 
owner  of  the  Park  Cafe,  and  has  been 
in  the  restaurant  or  catering  business 
practically  all  his  life.  His  brother, 
the  manager,  has  had  twelve  years’ 
experience  in  the  same  business,  and 
was  connected  with  the  Park  Cafe 
for  a year. 

Proprietor  Hall  also  has  the  hotel, 
refreshment,  and  dancing  pavilion 
privileges  at  Whalom  Park,  and  his 
efforts  have  been  able  and  construc- 
tive. A discriminating  trade  has  rec- 
ognized his  ability  in  administration, 
and  each  of  the  enterprises  he  con- 
ducts has  been  largely  developed.  The 
character  as  well  as  the  amount  of  his 
patronage  in  both  places  is  a com- 
mendation of  the  business  policy  that 


assured,  and  whether  one  wants  a fine 
steak,  some  tender  chops,  a nice  roast 
or  a piece  of  meat  to  boil,  he  can  be 
supplied  here  and  be  fully  satisfied  as 
to  quality  and  cost. 

Cured  meats,  vegetables  and  canned 
goods  are  also  handled  and  the  trade 
is  attended  to  promptly  through  Mr. 
Bousquet  and  an  assistant. 

Mr.  Bousquet  retains  his  affiliation 
with  the  St.  Jean  Baptiste  society  in 
Webster,  but  is  nevertheless  one  of 
the  citizens  who  is  interested  in  Fitch- 
burg’s advancement  and  welfare  and  is 
alert  to  do  his  part  for  the  welfare 
of  the  community. 


FRANK  RIVERS 


House  and  Interior  Painter  and 
Glass  Dealer,  Established 
for  Thirty -five 
Years 

If  any  proof  were  needed  regard- 
ing the  workmanship  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  painting  contracting  house 
of  Frank  Rivers,  it  could  be  presented 
in  the  list  of  notable  contracts  that 
have  been  filled,  and  by  the  unusually 
long  period  that  it  has  been  in  exist- 
ence. 

Mr.  Rivers  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1869, 
and  as  he  had  learned  his  trade  of 
painter  at  an  age  when  most  of  the 
young  people  of  the  present  genera- 
tion are  at  school,  he  was  employed 
here  by  some  of  the  best  known  con- 
cerns of  that  period.  Later  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  in 
the  succeeding  thirty-five  years  has  un- 
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he  has  enforced.  Mr.  Hall  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  experienced  caterers 
ever  located  in  Fitchburg,  and  the  suc- 
cess he  has  achieved  is  the  evidence 
of  his  square  dealing  and  enterpris- 
ing methods. 


A.  T.  BOUSQUET 

Market  That  Has  Gained  Success  Under 
Experienced  Proprietor 

A thorough  experience  in  his  chosen 
line  is  the  best  asset  any  man 
could  have  when  starting  in  business, 
and  as  A.  T.  Bousquet,  the  market 
man  at  25  Lunenburg  street,  had  been 
well  trained  in  that  trade,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  that  is  one  reason  for 
his  pronounced  success. 

Mr.  Bousquet  has  lived  in  Fitch- 
burg for  the  past  fifteen  years  and 
before  that  was  a resident  of  Webster 
for  thirty-three  years.  He  was  in  busi- 
ness in  the  latter  town  for  twelve  years 
and  was  employed  in  the  meat  trade 
before  becoming  established  for  him- 
self in  this  city. 

Mr.  Bousquet  opened  his  present 
store  on  Lunenburg  street  in  October, 
1901,  and  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent has  given  satisfaction  to  his  in- 
creasing patronage. 

Fresh  meats  in  the  most  desirable 
qualities  to  be  obtained  from  the 
wholesale  markets  are  carried  in  all 
the  cuts  for  which  there  is  demand. 
Each  day  there  is  a new  supply,  so  that 
the  freshness  of  the  stock  is  always 


dertaken  and  completed  some  of  the 
most  important  contracts  that  have 
been  executed  in  this  city. 

Interior  painting-  and  decorating  as 
well  as  exterior  work  is  done.  Mr.  Riv- 
ers was  the  contractor  for  the  Univer- 
salist  church,  and  did  the  handsome 
and  expert  interior  work  in  the  Safety 
Fund  bank  building,  the  Normal  and 
High  schools,  city  hall,  and  other  pub- 
lic buildings  were  subject  to  his  handi- 
work, and  a year  ago  the  Simonds 
Manufacturing  Co.’s  immense  plant  was 
repainted  by  him.  The  past  winter 
he  did  notable  work  in  interior  deco- 
rations and  wall  painting  in  the  resid- 
ence of  W.  E.  Putney. 

In  addition  to  painting  and  decorat- 
ing, Mr.  Rivers  has  an  extensive  busi- 
ness in  window  and  plate  glass,  of 
which  he  carries  a large  stock. 

In  the  season  some  twenty-five  men 
are  employed,  and  as  this  is  the  larg- 
est force  of  employees  handled  by  any 
one  painting  concern  in  this  city,  the 
correct  deduction  is  that  this  house  does 
the  greatest  amount  of  business. 

Mr.  Rivers  occupies  the  second  floor 
of  the  building  at  36  North  street, 
directly  opposite  the  Simonds  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  keeping  on  hand  all  kinds 
of  paints  and  materials  used  for  inside 
or  outside  work,  also  plate  and  window 
glass,  and  has  one  of  the  largest  stocks 
of  this  description  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Rivers  figures  carefully  and 
painstakingly  on  any  job  offered  to  him, 
and  having  set  a fair  price,  provides 
material  and  workmanship  of  the  best 
grade  and  highest  efficiency. 
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THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


Natural  Location  and  Resident  Interest  Makes 
Fitchburg  a Railroad  Center 
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The  beginning  of  regular  transporta- 
tion of  any  sort  between  this  city  and 
Boston  is  identified  by  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  Massachusetts  Gazette, 
and  Boston  Post-boy,  and  Advertiser, 
May  27,  1771,  by  which  one  Samuel 
Farrar  announced  that  he  would  pass 
through  sundry  named  towns  on  cer- 
tain dates  and  would  be  honored  to  be 
entrusted  with  commissions  or  deliv- 
ery of  messages,  etc.  In  1793,  the 
Leominster  stage  line  was  advertised 
in  Boston,  and  in  1809  the  Boston  & 
Brattleboro  stage  was  Inaugurated.  The 


Boston  and  Fitchburg  stage  fare  was 

?2.12%. 

The  routes  taken  by  the  mounted 
messenger  and  the  stages  covered  what 
later  proved  to  be  substantially  the 
route  of  the  Fitchburg  and  the  Ver- 
mont & Massachusetts  railroads, 
though  at  those  dates  such  were  never 
dreamed  of. 

In  1837,  however,  the  railroad  was  a 
definite  certainty,  and  that  year  saw 
a meeting  in  this  place  whereat  a com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  make  a survey 
and  report  upon  a plan  to  connect  this 
town  with  Boston  at  Framingham, 
using  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  & Wor- 
cester railroad  to  Boston.  The  survey 
was  made  but  the  proposed  petition  to 
the  legislature  was  never  circulated. 

It  happens  that  in  1829  a corres- 
pondent in  the  Columbian  Centine)  of 
Boston  stated  that  “number  of  respect- 
able citizens”  proposed  to  unite  the 
towns  between  Boston  and  Brattleboro 
by  a railroad.  This  list  proved  to  be 
the  towns  later  almost  exactly  touched 
by  the  lines  unwittingly  presaged  by 
the  messenger  and  stage  routes. 

Fitchburg  was  early  ambitious  for  a 
road  connection  with  Boston,  and  the 
Sentinel  in  1841  whetted  public  inter- 
est by  naming  the  substantial  dividends 
of  such  roads  as  were  then  operating 
in  Essex  and  Middlesex  counties. 

Early  candle  light  was  the  hour  for 
beginning  evenings  in  those  days,  for 
the  Sentinel  published  a notice  calling 
a meeting  of  "all  interested  at  Town 
Hall,  Friday,  Nov.  19,  1841,  at  6.30  P. 
M.,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they 
may  think  proper.”  At  that  meeting 
was  named  a “committee  of  corres- 
pondence and  enquiry”  of  which  Alvah 
Crocker  was  chairman.  This  man  may 
rightly  be  called  the  father  of  the 
Fitchburg  railroad,  and  since  his  day 
the  family  name  was  active  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  road  until  the  lease  to  the 
Boston  & Maine,  and  the  operation  of 
the  road  as  part  of  a larger  plan  for 
New  England’s  welfare. 

The  committee  reported  on  December 
20  next  in  furtherance  of  the  general 
plan  and  seeking  cooperation  with 
towns  between  here  and  Waltham,  even 
then  served  by  the  Fresh  Pond  railroad, 
so  called.  At  a meeting  of  dele- 
gates held  in  Waltham  in  January, 
1842,  the  proposition  was  still  further 


advanced  by  appointment  of  commit- 
tees of  inquiry  in  several  directions, 
and  the  adoption  of  resolutions  of  af- 
firmation and  extension  of  effort. 

Stock  subscriptions  were  made  in  ad- 
vance of  the  dates  selected  by  the  com- 
mittee on  subscriptions  to  receive 
them.  Omitting  the  details  of  the  pre- 
liminary work,  it  may  be  stated  that 
on  March  2,  1842,  the  bill  for  the  incor- 
poration of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad 
company  was  passed  to  be  engrossed, 
and  under  the  direction  and  author- 
ization of  the  act  a meeting  of  the 
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stockholders  was  held  at  Concord  on 
July  13,  1842,  to  “determine  on  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  act  of  incorporation,  to 
elect  directors,  adopt  by-laws,  etc.!” 
Alvah  Crocker  and  N.  F.  Cunningham 
called  the  meeting,  Mr.  Crocker  and 
Samuel  Willis  of  this  city  were  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  for- 
mer later  chosen  president. 

Mir.  Crocker  gave  unstintedly  of  his 
boundless  energy,  and  resourceful,  and 
vigorous  mind,  liberally  of  his  time, 
strength  and  money  to  promoting  the 
good  beginnings.  He  spoke  on  the  pro- 
ject in  every  place  that  could  at  all  be 
favorably  affected  by  the  construction 
of  the  line.  About  a year  later  suffi- 
cient stock  was  secured  to  justify  the 
beginning  of  work,  and  in  short  order 
27  miles  were  contracted  for,  and  the 
work  actually  begun  on  May  15,  1843, 
the  first  assessment  of  stock  being  pay- 
able 10  days  later. 

On  October  1,  Mr.  Crocker  and  E.  H. 
Derby  of  Boston  went  to  Europe  to  buy 
rails  for  the  road,  and  it  appears  they 
made  a timely  bargain,  for  the  price 
was  advanced  $6.00  per  ton  just  a 
month  later.  Quick  work  was  done  on 
the  construction,  for  on  December  20, 
the  same  year,  the  road  was  opened  to 


Waltham.  The  fare  was  20  cents  and 
if  one  wished  omnibus  transfer  to 
Brattle  street  the  tariff  was  25  cents. 

Three-quarters  of  a million  of  capi- 
tal was  subscribed  and  the  company 
bought  20  acres  of  land  for  terminals 
and  2000  feet  of  water  front,  a trifle 
compared  with  what  has  since  been 
acquired. 

The  sectional  feeling  between  “Up- 
town” and  “Downtown”  was  fully  evi- 
denced when  the  controversy  as  to  the 
station  location  in  this  city  was  begun. 
It  has  not  yet  wholly  passed. 


Local  conditions  then  found  nearly 
all  the  retail  business  above  Newton’s 
lane.  The  charter  did  not  define  the 
terminal  of  the  road  other  than  to  say 
it  should  run  “to  some  point  of  land  in 
the  village  of  Fitchburg  which  shall 
best  accommodate  the  people.” 

A committee  of  the  directors  decided 
to  locate  the  depot  on  Water  street. 
This  decision  aroused  the  most  intense 
feeling  and  the  files  of  the  Sentinel 
literally  teem  with  satirical  and  disa- 
greeable communications  concerning 
the  decision.  The  committee  and  its 
engineer  closed  their  report  by  de- 
fending their  selection  for  reasons  of 
size,  availability  for  “both”  roads  (1.  e., 
the  proposed  Vermont  & Massachusetts 
and  the  Fitchburg),  accessibility  and 
the  probable  saving  of  $20,000  over 
choice  of  the  alternate  location,  which 
was  the  tract  bounded  by  what  is  now 
Grove,  Prichard,  Oliver  and  Main 
streets. 

So  vicious  and  vigorous  did  the  feel- 
ing become  that  310  legal  voters  actu- 
ally presented  to  the  legislature  a pe- 
tition for  Incorporation  for  the  "pur- 
pose of  constructing  a raiiroad  to  con- 
nect the  village  of  Fitchburg  with  the 
Fitchburg  railroad.”  It  is  understood 


that  many  stockholders  showed  such 
spite  that  they  had  the  courage  of  their 
convictions  to  the  extent  of  sacrificing 
their  stock  at  large  financial  loss, 
causing  the  securities  to  be  quoted 
much  below  par.  Mr.  Crocker  lost 
much  in  consequence  of  this  action.  All 
these  things  appear  petty  in  compari- 
son with  the  large  doings  by  railroads 
today  in  furtherance  of  better  service. 
To  such  an  extent  was  the  feeling  car- 
ried that  it  was  currently  reported  that 
when  the  road  was  completed  scarcely 
any  stock  was  held  here. 

The  adoption  of  the  station  location 
was  followed  by  an  almost  complete 
subsidence  of  interest  in  the  road, 
which  was  completed  and  opened  to 
Waltham,  December  20,  1843;  to  Con- 
cord, June  17,  1844;  to  Acton,  October 
1,  1844;  to  Shirley,  December  10,  1844; 
and  to  Fitchburg,  March  5,  1845. 

When  the  road  reached  this  city  its 
capital  was  $1,322,500,  all  subscribed 
by  individuals  and  without  any  state 
subvention  as  had  been  the  case  with 
many  western  rairoad  enterprises. 

It  was  a dividend  payer  from  the 
start,  and  this  fact  and  the  obvious 
prosperity  enjoyed  made  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Vermont  & Massachusetts 
railroad  an  easy  and  certain  success. 
Strangely  enough,  however,  no  Fitch- 
burg name  appeared  in  the  preliminary 
committees  which  handled  that  pro- 
ject. But  Mr.  Crocker  became  presi- 
dent in  1845  as  head  of  the  first  board  of 
directors  and  served  till  the  completion 
of  the  road,  which  was  opened  to  Bald- 
winville  in  September,  1845,  and  to 
Brattleboro  in  February,  1849.  'This 
road  was  not  the  financial  success  the 
Fitchburg  road  had  been,  though  in 
later  years  it  became  so  as  a part  of 
the  Hoosac  tunnei  route.  In  1874  it 
was  leased  to  the  Fitchburg  road  for 
999  years,  and  thereby  conveyed  to  the 
Boston  & Maine  more  recently  when 
the  consolidations  became  effective. 

The  Cheshire  railroad,  from  Bellows 
Falls  to  South  Ashburnham,  was  pro- 
jected at  the  same  period,  1843,  being 
opened  In  1848  to  Keene,  and  to  the- 
northern  terminus  January  1,  1849.  It 
was  profitable  from  the  start,  and  in 
1890  was  merged  into  the  Fitchburg 
system. 

The  Fitchburg  & Worcester  road 
was  almost  strictly  a Fitchburg  enter- 
prise, and  the  names  of  Ivers  Phillips, 
Francis  Perkins,  and  Nathaniel  Wood 
are  familiar  to  the  present  generation 
even  though  they  have  been  dead  for 
some  years.  It  was  but  a 14-mile  pro- 
position, connecting  at  Sterling  Junc- 
tion with  the  Worcester  & Nashua  rail- 
road. It  was  not  a costly  project,  was 
successful  from  the  start  in  1849,  and 
now  is  an  Imperative  link  in  the 
through  New  York  service  from  this 
city.  It  was  absorbed  by  the  Boston, 
Clinton  & Fitchburg  company  in  1869 
and  that  in  turn  by  the  Old  Colony  in 
1883.  The  Fitchburg-Worcester  service 
began  with  three  trains  a day  and  has 
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been  but  slightly  increased  since;  the 
old  hours  of  service  have  also  closely 
been  maintained,  so  well  chosen  were 
they. 

In  short,  it  is  clear  that  the  decade 
from  1840  to  1850  was  one  of  the  most 
important  Fitchburg  has  ever  known. 
That  period  put  the  town  “on  the  map,’’ 
as  goes  the  expressive  if  not  formal 
speech  of  today,  and  from  that  location 
it  has  never  receded,  but  has  waxed 
strong  and  prospered  to  its  present 
thrifty  and  thriving  conditions,  which 
could  never  have  been  attained  without 
the  far-sighted  wisdom  applied  for  the 
future  by  Alvah  Crocker. 

Recent  consolidation  of  the  Boston 
& Mlaine  system  with  the  New  Haven 
railroad  places  New  England  substan- 
tially under  one  management  for  Its 
transportation  facilities.  Its  condensed 
population  and  highly  intensive  indus- 
trial conditions  render  it  a fertile  field 
for  residential  and  industrial  develop- 
ment, which  the  consolidation  is  mak- 
ing extensive  preparation  to  serve  by 
the  investment  of  many  miliions  of  dol- 
lars in  export  terminals  in  Boston,  and 
improvement  of  conditions  throughout 
its  entire  system. 

The  importance  of  Fitchburg  as  a 
manufacturing  and  transfer  center  are 
given  recognition  in  the  primary  ap- 
propriation of  over  a quarter  of  a mil- 
lion dollars  for  improvements.  Hither- 
to the  New  Haven  and  Boston  & Maine 
being  competitors,  necessarily  much 
duplication  of  facilities  existed.  Unifi- 
cation will  result  in  economies  in  cost 
to  freight  shippers,  and  in  physical  con- 
veniences in  the  handling  of  freight  and 
passengers.  The  relocation  of  the  pas- 
senger service  will  do  away  with  the 
crossover  so  long  disturbing  traffic  on 
both  lines.  The  new  roundhouse  at  the 
east  freight  yard  and  the  four  tracks 
from  that  yard  to  the  middle,  or  city, 
yard,  will  relieve  the  smoke  nuisance 
in  the  middle  yard  and  its  environs, 
and  also  vastly  facilitate  transfers  be- 
tween the  tracks  ot  the  two  companies, 
and  enable  a quicker  despatch  and  de- 
livery of  freight. 

The  incoming  freight  will  be  hand- 
led on  new  tracks  laid  in  the  present 
New  Haven  yard  with  daily  storage  of 
110  cars  and  easy  accessibility  to  Main 
street  by  the  paving  of  ample  space 
between  tracks,  enabling  cars  to  be 
reached  from  both  sides,  with  the  New 
Haven  freighthouse  still  to  serve  as  an 
incoming  freight  station.  Outgoing  ser- 
vice will  be  similarly  rendered  from  the 
Water  street  tracks  of  the  Boston  Sc 
Maine,  and  its  freight  station,  addi- 
tional room  being  gained  by  removal 
ot  the  roundhouse  and  coal  pockets. 

The  development  of  through  western 
freight  traffic  over  the  Fitchburg  divi- 
sion of  the  Boston  & Maine  since  that 
road  took  it  has  been  enormous,  and 
will  be  still  greater  when  the  New 
Haven’s  further  plans  are  completed. 
Initial  among  them  was  the  electrifica- 
tion of  the  Hoosac  tunnel,  which  more 
than  quadruples  its  capacity  by  freeing 
it  of  the  smoke  and  gases  that  rendered 
it  not  only  dark  but  almost  smothering 
to  the  trainmen.  The  entire  division  is 
having  its  excellent  roadbed  still  more 
improved,  the  curves  reduced  where 
reasonably  practicable  and  the  bridges 
strengthened.  Locomotives  by  the  score 
and  of  the  most  efficient  type,  have  been 
ordered,  and  presently  this  trunk  line 
of  the  heaviest  grades  east  of  the  Alle- 
ganies  will  be  carrying  the  bulk  of 
through  freight  traffic  both  east  and 
west  bound.  The  appropriation  by  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  of  $9,000,000  for 
terminals  for  ocean-going  ships  of  the 
highest  class  will  reflect  prosperity  all 
over  the  state.  As  a distribution  point 
for  much  traffic  this  city  will  benefit  in 
every  way  possible  out  of  the  total 
benefit  to  the  state.  It  is  intimated 
that  the  beginnings  made  here  will  be 
followed  by  other  work  which  their 
success  will  indicate,  coupled  with  the 
general  conditions  of  the  city’s  pros- 
perity. 


THE  CHINA  SHOP 

Specialty  House  on  Cushing  Street,  Con- 
ducted by  A.  G.  Heslam  Past  Two  Years 

The  trend  of  modern  times  is  tow- 
ard specialization,  and  though  many 
people  some  years  ago  predicted  that 
the  great  department  stores  were  going 
to  eat  all  the  little  ones,  the  prophecy 
has  not  only  failed,  but  seems  farther 
fror.i  the  truth  now  than  ever.  Such 
stores  as  The  China  Shop,  11-13  Cush- 
ing street.  Indicate  that  people  like  to 
trade  where  particular  lines  of  goods 
are  shown.  The  natural  assumption  Is 


that  a customer  looking  for  some  par- 
ticuiar  article  doesn’t  want  to  be  dis- 
tracted by  half  a dozen  other  lines;  or 
to  cover  several  floors  before  reaching 
the  department  sought. 

It  is  also  evident  that  the  tradesman 
offering  one  class  of  goods  makes  bet- 
ter selections,  studies  his  stock  and  his 
patrons  more  thoroughly,  and  in  every 
way  is  better  equipped  to  give  high- 
class  service  than  if  his  abilities  and 
attention  were  scattered  over  various 
fields. 


The  China  Shop  is  the  headquarters 
in  this  city  for  china  ware.  The  lines 
in  connection  with  it  are  handled,  of 
course,  and  everything  in  crockery  and 
earthen  ware.  Glass  and  metal  goods 
are  shown  in  kitchen  or  dining  room 
patterns.  Open  stock  dinner  ware  is 
a specialty  with  this  concern,  and  a 
number  of  beautiful  designs  are  car- 
ried from  the  leading  potteries  of  the 
world.  The  full  sets  are  dealt  in,  and 
stock  patterns  can  be  replaced  in  one 
or  as  many  pieces  as  are  desired. 
Unique  patterns  are  also  carried,  and 
seme  of  the  fragile  chinas — Limoges, 
Haviland  and  other  well  known  makes 
are  shown. 

Tin  ware,  and  kitchen  utensils  are 
parts  of  the  complete  stock  carried, 
and  the  patterns  as  well  as  the  ser- 
viceability of  the  goods,  are  recom- 
mendations that  make  this  shop  a fa- 
vorite trading  place  for  people  who 
want  something  out  of  the  ordinary, 
07-  some  article  that  they  may  depend 
upon. 

Mr.  Heslam,  who  had  charge  of  a 
crockery  department  for  ten  years  in 
the  Fitchburg  Hardware  company, 
founded  his  present  business  in  June, 
1909. 


WILDER  & SMITH 


FITCHBURG  DRY  GOODS 
COMPANY 

One  of  the  Best  Stocked  Depart- 
ment Stores,  Expertly 
Conducted 

It  is  unlikely  that  there  is  any  re- 
tail business  in  Fitchburg  which  is  not 
subject  to  keen  competition.  In  truth, 
the  old  saying  is  that  “competition  is 


the  life  of  trade.”  Whether  this  is  so 
or  not,  it  is  natural  that  each  com- 
petitive concern  should  do  its  utmost 
to  put  into  effect  some  feature  or  policy 
that  will  make  it  more  popular  than 
the  others. 

If  there  is  any  one  feature  that  has 
assisted  particularly  to  the  success 
of  the  Fitchburg  Dry  Goods  Company, 
it  is  the  courteous  and  willing  dis- 
position that  is  most  prominent  in  the 
conduct  of  all  its  affairs. 

It  is  assured  that  every  concern  en- 
gaging in  trade  has  some  qualifications 
for  the  line  that  it  has  established. 
It  is  also  fair  to  believe  that  most  of 
them  ask  only  reasonable  prices  and 
recommend  their  stock  for  just  what 
it  is.  But  there  are  many  houses  that 
appear  to  shove  their  commodities 
upon  the  customers;  others  seem  to 
have  a tired  feeling,  and  give  little 
or  no  attention  to  a trader,  and  some 
show  a superior  feeling  as  though  it 
was  a condescension  to  fill  some  of  our 
modest  wants. 

The  attitude  and  atmosphere  of  the 
Fitchburg  Dry  Goods  Co.  is  the  reverse 
of  all  this,  and  polite  and  trustworthy 
service,  which  is  becoming  more  and 
more  to  be  regarded  as  a necessary 
attribute  of  the  successful  merchan- 
dising, is  demonstrated  here  in  its 
highest  and  most  desirable  state. 

However,  no  less  satisfactory  is  the 
stock  of  goods  carried  here,  for  though 
the  concern  has  not  the  imposing  ex- 


A force  of  thirty-five  people  Is  em- 
ployed, all  living  up  to  this  rule  of 
the  Fitchburg  Dry  Goods  Company — 
courtesy,  willingness,  and  Impartiality 
to  everyone. 

The  business  was  formerly  located 
at  127  Main  street,  but  has  been  on 
the  present  premises,  since  1904.  Re- 
cent alterations  and  additions  have 
greatly  Improved  and  enlarged  the 
store  at  220  and  222  Main  street,  so 
that  a better  display  of  a larger  stock 
is  now  a possibility  of  which  the  com- 
pany has  been  quick  to  take  advan- 
tage. 

Mrs.  Katherine  A.  F.  Keefe  is  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  company, 
and  the  progress  of  recent  years  has 
been  due  to  her  enterprising  methods, 
and  her  popular  and  approved  policy 
of  high-class  service,  and  high-grade 
goods. 

The  Fitchburg  Dry  Goods  Co.  stands 
as  one  of  the  soundest  and  staunchest 
mercantile  concerns  in  our  city,  and 
its  reputation  reflects  credit  upon  this 
community  as  well  as  on  the  proprietor 
who  has  brought  it  to  such  a prosper- 
ous and  desirable  position. 


N.  M.  BATCHELDER 

Well-Known  Grocer  Was  First 
Occupant  of  Moran  Block 
on  Summer  Street 

Wherever  a “quality”  store  is  located 
it  will  attract  the  best  class  of  cus- 
tomers. for  it  is  beginning  to  be  a rec- 
ognized rule  of  modern  merchandising 
that  quality  is  remembered  long  after 
prices  are  forgotten. 

Even  if  the  name  of  Batchelder  had 
not  been  known  previously  the  trans- 
actions of  the  concern  at  its  store  at 
8 Summer  street  would  attract  atten- 
tion, but  as  Newton  M.  Batchelder  had 
formerly  been  in  business  at  Main  and 
Prichard  streets  for  eleven  years,  he 
had  the  benefit  of  that  reputation  when 
he  located  here. 

Mr.  Batchelder,  as  was  said  previous- 
ly, is  one  of  the  grocers  who  endeavor 
always  to  make  quality  an  uppermost 
consideration.  This  does  not  mean 
higher  prices,  as  some  people  jump  to 
the  conclusion.  It  means  that  expe- 
rience and  ability  is  given  to  the  selec- 
tion of  the  stock.  The  first  thing 
offered  by  the  wholesaler  or  the  pro- 
ducer is  not  necessarily  accepted.  In 
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New  Concern  Takes  Proprietorship  of  Mr. 

Read’s  Well-Established  Bakery 

A business  which  stands  on  an  old 
and  substantial  foundation  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  a clientele  accustomed  to 
and  satisfied  with  its  goods  and  meth- 
ods, and  ready  to  recommend  it  to  new- 
comers. Such  is  the  case  with  Wilder 
& Smith,  and  although  they  have  been 
conducting  the  bakery  at  60  Green 
street  less  than  a year,  they  have  the 
good-will  of  their  predecessor  and  a 
business  that  has  been  established  for 
nine  years.  The  public  is  already  con- 
vinced of  the  reliability  of  the  new  con- 
cern, for  both  gentlemen  are  well  known 
here,  and  it  has  been  their  effort  to 
maintain  the  reputation  that  had  been 
established  by  the  fonner  proprietor, 
and  to  keep  well  abreast  of  the  prog- 
ress in  the  baking  business. 

Everything  carried  in  the  outer  store, 
except  crackers,  is  made  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  in  bread  and  rolls,  as  well 
as  in  cakes,  pies  and  other  pastries, 
pure  materials  are  used,  the  mixing 
accurately  and  thoroughly  done,  the 
baking  most  carefully  attended  to,  with 
the  result  that  all  foodstuffs  baked  here 
are  satisfactory  in  taste,  quality  and 
general  wholesomeness. 

Nothing  stale  is  ever  put  over  the 
counters.  Two  bakers  are  regularly 
employed  and  one  team  operated  for 
the  outside  trade.  Through  this  con- 
venience, and  also  the  branch  store  at 
149  Lunenburg  street,  people  in  many 
parts  of  Fitchburg  are  supplied  as  well 
as  the  neighborhood,  which  has  entire 
dependence  upon  Wilder  & Smith  bak- 
ery products. 

The  business  has  been  conducted  by 
Wilder  & Smith  since  March  27.  1911. 
at  which  time  they  bought  out  Albert 
B.  Read,  who  had  been  identified  with 
the  shop  many  years.  Both  proprie- 
tors have  lived  here  several  years  and 
are  well  known.  Mr.  Wilder  was  with 
Lowe  Bros,  for  four  years,  and  Mr. 
Smith  with  the  same  concern  for  five 
years.  Both  are  men  of  ability  and 
have  shown  enterprise  and  integrity 
that  have  given  them  standing  with 
the  public  in  general. 


MYRTLE  AVENUE 

terior  that  some  of  our  other  retail 
establishments  have,  every  inch  of 
room  is  utilized.  The  lines  of  dry 
and  fancy  goods  carried  here  are  ex- 
tensive, the  quality  is  exactly  as  rec- 
ommended, and  consistent  prices  only 
are  asked. 

It  is  particularly  the  store  where 
discriminating  people  go  for  table  and 
bed  linens,  cottons,  domestics,  while  in 
women’s  furnishings  it  presents  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  expertly  selected 
lines  to  be  found  in  this  section. 

Fancy  goods,  hosiery,  gloves,  neck- 
wear, dress  goods,  etc.,  are  given  care- 
ful attention,  so  that  seasonable  styles 
and  materials  are  shown  as  soon  as 
they  are  on  the  market. 

The  ready-to-wear  and  garment  de- 
partment is  one  of  the  best  in  this 
city;  suits  and  garments  representa- 
tive of  the  latest  styles,  and  guaran- 
teed for  fitting  and  durability  are 
shown.  Expert  people  are  employed 
in  the  alteration  department,  so  that 
any  change  is  made  promptly  and  cor- 
rectly. 

Curtains  and  draperies,  art  squares 
and  rugs,  are  also  handled. 


fact,  the  value  of 
every  commodity 
is  carefully  con- 
sidered and  its 
merits  compared 
with  similar  arti- 
cles. In  this  man- 
ner the  best  is 
chosen,  and  quite 
often  the  best 
costs  no  more 
than  something 
quite  inferior. 
This  rule,  al- 
ways observed  by 
Mr.  Batchelder, 
makes  him  a 
dealer  in  high- 
grade  staple  and 
fancy  groceries; 
all  bulk  and  pack- 
age goods  being 
dealt  in,  import- 
ed and  domestic 
bottled  and 
canned  goods, 
grocers'  specialties,  etc. 

Closely  covered  bins  and  tightly  fit- 
ting drawers  are  among  the  modern 
fixtures  in  this  establishment,  so  that 
bulk  commodities  are  kept  free  from 
dust  or  other  accumulations  and  are 
offered  in  the  fresh  and  desirable  con- 
ditions that  a discriminating  patronage 
demands. 

Three  clerks  are  employed  and  two 
teams  used,  and  deliveries  are  made  to 
all  parts  of  our  city. 

Mr.  Batchelder  bought  out  Henry  A. 
Hatch’s  business  when  he  first  came 
to  Fitchburg,  more  than  thirteen  years 
ago.  Alterations  in  the  property  on 
Prichard  street  forced  his  removal 
from  that  stand,  and  he  was  the  first 
tenant  of  the  Moran  block,  opening 
his  present  store  in  December,  1908. 

Mr.  Batchelder  is  known  as  one  of 
the  soundest  and  most  progressiva 
mercantile  men  in  this  section;  has 
always  had  a reputation  for  reliable 
and  straightforward  dealings,  and  is 
regarded  as  a business  man  and  citizen 
who  is  interested  in  all  the  movements 
that  promise  the  welfare  of  this  com- 
munity. 
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GORNFORTH  & MARX 


Fitchburg  Silk  Mills,  In  Operation  Since  1902,  Have 
Added  Much  to  the  City’s  Prestige 
as  a Textile  Center 


The  extent  of  Fitchburg’s  industries 
can  only  be  determined  by  a very  care- 
ful investigation,  for  some  of  them  are 
carried  on  so  unobtrusively  that  the 
volume  of  their  product  or  the  extent 
of  their  operations  is  only  known  to 
those  most  directly  concerned. 

The  Fitchburg  Silk  Mills,  or  the  con- 
cern of  Cornforth  & Marx,  is  one  that 
might  be  listed  among  the  manufac- 
tories that  are  most  modestly  operated 
and  adhiinistered.  The  plant  on  Ash- 
burnham  street,  being  off  the  beaten 
road  of  travel,  does  not  call  attention 
to  Itself,  and  as  the  company  main- 
tains its  selling  office  in  New  York,  it 
does  not  have  as  many  visiting  cus- 
tomers as  some  of  the  others. 

Nevertheless,  the  organization  is  one 
of  distinct  value  and  importance  to 
this  community,  for  though  Fitchburg 
is  famed  as  a textile  center,  this  is  the 
only  silk  mill  in  the  city;  and  as  the 
diversity  of  a city's  manufactures  is 


one  of  its  greatest  assets,  it  is  a mat- 
ter of  congratulation  to  every  public- 
spirited  citizen  when  some  new  con- 
cern is  promoted  or  developed  here. 

Cornforth  & Marx,  however,  are  silk 
manufacturers  who  were  incorporated 
in  1888,  and  had  been  in  operation  in 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  for  fourteen  years, 
before  locating  here.  The  mill  on  Ash- 
burnham  street,  a two-story  structure 
occupying  three  sides  of  a hollow 
square,  was  then  idle,  so  that  the 
firm’s  determination  to  do  business 
here  added  to  the  city’s  revenue  for 
improved  property,  and  further  bene- 
fited our  community  by  giving  em- 
ployment to  its  residents,  some  two 
hundred  of  whom  are  now  employed. 

The  corporation  moved  its  entire 
equipment  to  this  city,  and  has  one  of 
the  most  modern  and  Improved  plants 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  looms  are  Installed, 
and  the  output  of  broad  silks  for  dress 


linings,  waists,  or  other  wearing  pur- 
poses, is  hundred  of  thousands  of  yards 
each  year. 

All  colors  and  various  novel  designs 
are  manufactured,  and  sold  to  the  re- 
tail dry  goods  houses  and  jobbers 
throughout  the  United  States.  The 
company  sends  out  from  its  New  York 
office,  six  or  seven  traveling  salesmen 
through  eastern  territory,  and  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  and  Fitchburg  Silk 
Mills  has  its  own  representatives,  as 
well  as  jobbing  house  transactions. 

The  officers  of  the  corporation  are 
William  H.  Cornforth,  president;  Her- 
man Neuberger,  treasurer;  Isidore 
Neuberger,  secretary. 

Mr.  Cornforth,  who  made  his  home 
in  Fitchburg  when  the  concern  started 
in  business  here,  has  been  a silk  man- 
ufacturer since  1886,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  experienced  men 
in  this  line  of  industry  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  designing,  operation. 


and  administration  is  virtually  under 
his  supervision,  and  since  1902  he  has 
been  the  responsible  head,  and  the  one 
to  whom  the  credit  for  success  must 
be  attributed. 

When  the  mills  opened,  nine  years 
ago,  only  about  six  families  were 
brought  here  from  New  Jersey,  conse- 
quently the  two  hundred  operatives 
now  employed  have  been  educated  to 
this  industry  through  the  efforts  of  the 
company.  This  means  that  Cornforth 
& Marx  have  provided  wages  and 
labor  for  many  people,  which  is  a mat- 
ter of  gratification  to  those  employed, 
and  to  our  city  generally. 

They  have  given  the  city  a new  in- 
dustry, added  to  its  fame  as  a man- 
ufacturing center,  and  through  enter- 
prise and  uprightness  in  product  and 
transactions  have  enhanced  their  own 
reputation,  and  increased  their  busi- 
ness since  becoming  identified  with 
Fitchburg. 


NEW  ENGLAND  MEG.  CO. 


A Quality  Line  of  Curtains  Made  by  a Successful 
Fitchburg  Concern  Having  an  Extensive 
and  Desirable  Reputation 


Though  Fitchburg  has  long  sus- 
tained a high  reputation  as  a machine 
and  textile  city,  there  are  numerous 
concerns  that  have  been  developed  so 
unostentatiously  that  many  of  our  own 
population  do  not  know  of  the  suc- 
cess that  has  been  achieved  or  the 
standing  they  have  gained  in  their 
particular  field. 

The  New  England  Mfg.  Co.,  155 
Westminster  street,  might  be  men- 
tioned in  this  class,  for  the  firm  be- 
gan operations  some  six  years  ago 
with  modest  facilities  and  has  ad- 
vanced steadily  though  unobtrusively 
until  at  the  present  time  it  has  a mod- 
ern and  completely  equipped  plant, 
an  extensive  business  and  a desirable 


reputation  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  where  its  goods  are  shipped. 

The  company,  composed  of  John  S. 
Thompson  and  Francis  D.  Tuttle,  is 
represented  both  east  and  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  bulk  of  its  goods  is 
sent  West,  but  its  customers  are  found 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast, 
from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Drapery  and  sash  curtains  are  the 
products  of  the  company,  in  fancy  or- 
gandies, muslins,  Swisses,  lawns  and 
lappets.  The  variety  of  patterns  of- 
fered is  almost  innumerable.  Solid 
colors,  delicate  shades  and  fancy  de- 
slgrned  fabrics  are  used,  and  they  are 
made  up  without  ornamentation  or 


with  lace,  Battenberg  or  edgings  that 
make  them  dainty  as  well  as  useful 
household  furnishings. 

Each  season  the  company  places 
upon  the  market  curtains  or  draperies 
that  are  illustrative  of  their  ingenuity 
in  designing  and  patterning,  and  the 
material  and  workmanship  are  of  a 
quality  that  makes  the  goods  of  this 
Fitchburg  concern  preferred  above 
many  others  of  similar  class. 

They  are  sold  at  retail  in  our  own 
department  stores  and  are  carried  in 
practically  every  city  in  this  country 
by  dry  goods  or  upholstery  dealers. 

Since  the  firm  established  this  busi- 
ness it  has  made  a considerable  addi- 
tion to  its  factory,  so  that  now  a depth 


of  125  feet  is  occupied,  with  a base- 
ment of  the  same  dimensions.  Thirty 
machines  of  Improved  invention  for  cur- 
tain work  are  installed  and  twenty-five 
people  employed. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  for  years  con- 
nected with  the  Beoli  mill  and  had 
two  hundred  hands  under  his  super- 
vision. Mr.  Tuttle  had  been  a business 
man  of  experience  in  other  lines.  As 
partners  in  this  business,  they  have 
combined  ability  and  enterprise  with 
up-to-date  methods,  and  the  quality  of 
their  product  and  the  standard  of  in- 
tegrity and  uprightness  maintained 
has  given  them  a sound  position  in  the 
industrial  world  and  a reputation 
creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  city. 
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SHACK  & FINE 

Manufacturers  of  Combs  and  Or- 
naments, with  Customers  in 
All  Parts  of  The 
Country 

The  establishment  in  Fitchburg  of 
Shack  & Fine  (L.  M.  Shack  and  A.  N. 
Fine),  manufacturers  of  combs  and 
hair  ornaments,  has  been  greatly  ap- 
preciated, for  it  adds  to  the  city  a live 
concern,  and  to  its  diversified  list  of 
products  another  variety.  As  manufac- 
turers of  the  ShaFine  brand  of  hair 


ornaments  they  have  become  most 
widely  and  favorably  known,  in  fact, 
their  fine  goods  are  shiped  to  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  and  make  the 
name  of  Fitchburg  known  in  many  dis- 
tant fields. 

The  factory  is  in  Leominster,  one  of 
the  largest  and  best  equipped  in  that 
"comb  town,”  but  for  the  past  four 
years  the  office  and  distributing  centre 
has  been  at  11  Oliver  street,  this  city. 
Wherever  combs,  hairpins,  barrettes  or 
other  hair  ornaments  are  in  demand, 
the  ShaFine  quality  and  styles  have  a 
preference,  for  it  is  well  known  that 
Shack  & Fine  are  leaders  in  the  pat- 
erns  and  quality  offered,  in  magnitude 
of  stock  and  promptness  of  shipment. 

Metal  and  jewel-mounted  combs  and 
barrettes  are  among  the  many  orna- 
mental styles  made,  and  in  all  some- 
thing over  fifteen  hundred  designs  and 
patterns  are  displayed. 

The  plant  at  Leominster  employs  150 
people,  including  some  of  the  most 
skilful  and  original  designers  and  ex- 
pert workmen  in  the  trade,  so  that  the 
workmanship  of  the  ShaFine  goods, 
as  well  as  their  novelty  and  quality, 
is  particularly  thorough  and  high  class. 

The  firm  has  been  in  operation  in 
Leominster  for  five  years,  and  repre- 
sented in  this  city  for  four.  Formerly 
located  on  Boutelle  street,  the  present 
central  office  and  show  rooms  have  been 
occupied  for  two  years,  and  for  the 
Jobbing  and  wholesale  trade  have  been 
especially  convenient  and.  adequate. 

Messrs  Shack  & Fine  have  to  their 
credit  an  expert  knowledge  of  their 
business,  a reputation  for  high  quality 
of  goods,  the  enthusiasm  of  youth,  for 
they  are  the  youngest  men  in  their 
line,  and  the  accompanying  ambition 
to  keep  their  product  at  the  top.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  note  what  well- 
directed  energy  will  do  for  this  firm  in 
the  coming  years. 


GENDRON  & RUSSELL 

Successors  to  A.  S.  Gendron  Have  One  of 
Largest  Trades  in  Cleghorn  District 

The  excellent  reputation  which  A.  S. 
Gendron  had  in  the  trading  circles  of 
the  Cleghorn  district,  is  being  most  suc- 
cessfully maintained  by  his  successors, 
Gendron  & Russell,  who  bought  out 
this  business  last  September,  and  have 
most  ably  and  successfully  conducted 
it  the  past  seven  months. 

The  store  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  this  neighborhood,  and  at  172  Fair- 
mount  street,  has  one  of  the  most 
central  locations  in  this  locality.  Un- 
der the  i)roprietorship  of  A.  S.  Gen- 
dron it  was  known  for  complete  and 
efficient  service,  and  the  present  owners 
are  upholding  that  reputation,  holding 


the  old  customers  and  adding  many 
new  ones. 

Staple  and  fancy  groceries,  meats  and 
provisions  are  dealt  in,  and  in  each 
line  handled  care  is  taken  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  stock,  so  that  the  quality 
may  be  guaranteed,  and  the  prices 
kept  down  to  the  lowest  market  quo- 
tations. All  the  leading  brands  of  ce- 
reals, canned  goods,  prepared  and 
uncooked  foods  are  dealt  in,  the  most 
reliable  millings  of  fiour,  manufactured 
bakery  goods  as  well  as  bakers’  prod- 
ucts from  Fitchburg’s  own  bakers, 
fruits  and  vegetables,  table  sauces  and 
relishes. 

In  the  meat  department,  fresh  roasts 
are  handled  in  beef,  veal,  lamb  and 


pork,  and  if  steaks,  chops,  or  some- 
thing to  boil  or  fry  is  wanted,  this  is 
the  concern  where  satisfaction  is  in- 
variably given.  The  firm  gives  trad- 
ing stamps. 

Two  people  are  employed,  both  of 
whom  were  with  the  old  concern  for 
more  than  seven  years.  Two  teams 
are  used  for  taking  and  delivering  or- 
ders. 

R.  Gendron  and  F.  Russell  came  here 
from  Ware,  Mass.,  where  they  pur- 
chased this  business,  following  A.  S. 
Gendron’s  occupancy  of  this  store  for 
ten  years.  They  were  most  favorably 
introduced  to  this  community,  and 
have  added  to  the  good  impression  at 
the  start  by  their  enterprising  and  re- 
liable methods. 

The  firm  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leaders  in  this  section,  and  Mr.  Gen- 
dron and  Mr.  Russell  are  considered 
most  desirable  acquisitions  to  our  mer- 
cantile and  residential  circles. 


ALFRED  LECLAIR 

An  Expert  Blacksmith  Occupying 
One  of  The  Largest  Shops  in 
This  City,  and  Has  Lib- 
eral Patronage 

'I’he  location  of  a blacksmith  shop 
has  much  to  do  with  its  patronage  and 
success,  as  horsemen  do  not  care  to  go 
off  the  generally  travelled  roads  to 
have  their  work  done.  They  also  get  in 
the  habit  of  frequenting  one  vicinity, 
and  a long  established  stand  has  an 
advantage  over  one  more  recently  oc- 
cupied. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Alfred  Leclair,  104 
Lunenburg  street,  through  its  present 
proprietor  and  his  predecessors,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  in  this  city.  For- 
merly occupied  by  A.  A.  Holt,  and  by 
his  father  before  him,  this  site  has 
been  used  for  horse  and  carriage  work 
for  more  than  forty  years.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  properties  in  this 
section,  so  that  every  equipment  and 
tool  for  blacksmithing  and  general  Job- 
bing is  at  hand  and  customers  are  given 
that  prompt  attention  so  much  desired. 

Shoeing  is  done  expertly  and  tho- 
roughly, so  that  owners  of  high-bred 
animals,  as  well  as  drivers  of  teaming 
and  heavy  working  horses,  have  con- 
fidence in  the  workmanship  here,  and 
know  that  each  animal  will  be  shod  cor- 
rectly, according  to  its  requirements. 

General  Jobbing  and  carriage  work  is 
also  done  proficiently,  and  two  expert 
workmen  are  employed  in  addition  to 
the  proprietor. 


Mr.  Leclair  is  an  experienced  black- 
smith, who  has  been  engaged  in  this 
trade  in  Fitchburg  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  He  was  employed  by 
different  concerns  for  eighteen  years, 
and  opened  up  this  business  three  years 
ago.  The  popularity  of  the  shop  has 
been  maintained  by  him,  by  honest 
dealing,  fair  prices  and  competent 
work.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  most 
reliable  and  thorough  blacksmiths  in 
this  city,  and  as  a business  man  and 
citizen  is  identified  with  the  best  in- 
terests of  this  community. 


J.  D.  LITTLEHALE 


Carpenter  and  Contractor  Who 
Has  Erected  Many  Buildings 
During  Past  Thirty  Years 
In  Fitchburg 

The  contractors  in  any  city  form  an 
industrial  class  who  have  much  to  do 
with  the  advancement  of  that  commu- 
nity. Theirs  are  the  operations  which 
mark  its  development,  and  when  their 
work  is  solid,  enduring  and  attractive, 
it  remains  to  demonstrate  their  ability 
and  workmanship,  and  adds  to  the 
city’s  reputation  for  fine  and  modern 
structures. 

J.  D.  Littlehale,  a contractor  for  the 
past  thirty  years,  has  probably  con- 
structed more  public  buildings,  school 
houses,  churches,  business  blocks  and 
handsome  residences,  than  any  other 
builder  here.  He  has  built  eight  li- 
braries in  this  section,  and  has  lately 
been  engaged,  on  the  new  club  house, 
erected  for  Christ  church.  The  dormi- 
tory in  the  Normal  school  group  of 
t>uildings  was  constructed  by  him,  and 
Mr.  I ittlehale  was  the  contractor  for 
the  Universalist  church,  the  Calvinlstic 
Congregational,  the  German,  Methodist 


J.  D.  LITTLEHALE 


and  Baptist  churches  in  this  city,  while 
the  residences  erected  under  his  direc- 
tion are  too  numerous  to  mention  in  a 
limited  space.  More  recent  contracts, 
however,  were  for  the  Prouty  residence 
on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Albion  Downe’s 
house  on  Bond  street,  and  Edward  E. 
Spencer’s  at  Lunenburg. 

In  building  seasons  Mr.  Littlehale 
employs  from  twenty  to  thirty  men, 
and  at  36  North  street  occupies  the 
upper  floor  of  a large  building  where  a 
complete  stock  is  carried,  and  expert 
Jobbing  is  done. 

Mr.  Littlehale  is  one  of  the  oldest 
contractors  in  our  city,  in  continuous 
service.  In  earlier  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a carpenter,  and  had  a part- 
ner for  several  years,  but  for  practically 
thirty  years  he  has  been  the  promoter 
of  his  own  business.  Mr.  Littlehale  is 
a director  of  the  Fitchburg  Co-opera- 
tive bank  and  one  of  the  advisory 
board,  of  the  Worcester  North  Savings 
Institution.  He  is  a man  of  property, 
and  takes  an  interest  in  every  effort 
for  the  betterment  of  this  community. 

He  stands  among  the  leaders  in  the 
contracting  line  and  has  won  this  prom- 
inence through  straightforward  busi- 
ness methods,  and  by  the  thorough  and 
faithful  fulfilment  of  every  obligation 
undertaken. 


DR.  JAMES  ROSS 

One  of  The  Oldest  Established 
Dentists  in  Fitchburg  Has 
Proportionate  Pat- 
ronage 

The  standing  of  any  concern  In- 
creases with  its  years  of  service,  and 
this  is  as  true  of  professional  as  of 
mercantile  enterprises.  Only  sound  and 
thorough  organizations  can  withstand 
the  test  of  time  and  the  comparisons 
bound  to  be  made,  so  that  when  we 
find  a man  or  business  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  one  neighborhood  for  a 
quarter  of  a century  we  may  properly 
assume  that  reliability  and  efficiency 
have  been  the  principles  upheld. 

Dr.  James  Ross,  with  office  at  166 
Main  street,  has  been  established  in  our 
city  since  December,  1885.  For  some 
fifteen  years  the  partnership  of  Parker 
& Ross  continued;  to  be  succeeded  by 
the  sole  proprietorship  of  Dr.  Ross, 
who  has  attained  eminence  in  the  den- 
tal profession.  He  is  assisted  by  Dr. 
U.  C.  Russell,  who  is  a native  of  Fitch- 
burg, a graduate  of  the  Harvard  Dental 
college,  1904,  and  has  been  connected 
with  this  office  since  September,  1906, 
for  the  patronage  of  this  office  has  de- 
manded the  services  of  three  men  for 
the  last  17  years. 

Dr.  Ross  has,  however,  found  time  for 
other  matters  beside  the  advancement 
of  his  business.  He  has  been  an  enthu- 
siastic and  sincere  worker  for  the  cause 
of  No-Llcense,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  No-License  committee  for  four 
years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Citizens’ 
party  city  committee  and  a director 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  eight  years.  He  is  pres- 
ident of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  C.  C. 
church,  has  been  president  of  the  Con- 
gregational club,  and  is  affiliated 
with  the  Massachusetts  Dental  asso- 
ciation. His  high  professional  rep- 
utation is  duplicated  in  civic  circles, 
where  his  efforts  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community  in  general  are  recog- 
nized and  commended. 


PERCY  H.  SAFFORD 

Jewelry  Concern  That  Makes  A 
Specialty  of  Exquisitely 
Hand-Painted 
China 

In  these  days  of  modern  competition 
there  is  much  need  of  initiative  if  busi- 
ness men  are  to  gain  success.  Some- 
how success  does  not  stop  at  one’s 
door  and  ask  to  come  in.  There  must 
be  a very  earnest  invitation,  and  this 
must  be  backed  by  action  and  energy. 
There  are  a number  of  excellent 
Jewelry  stores  in  our  city,  but 
there  is  one  that  has  shown 
marked  enterprise,  both  in  the 
conduct  of  its  affairs  and  the  particular 
stock  carried.  This  is  Percy  H.  Saf- 
ford’s  store  at  292  Main  street,  where 
a feature  of  the  stock  handled  is  a line 
of  fine  china,  beautifully  painted  and 
decorated  by  people  connected  with  the 
establishment,  so  that  not  only  are 
scores  of  beautiful  pieces  carried  in 
stock,  but  special  orders  are  taken  and 
particular  designs  executed  to  suit  dis- 
criminating people.  The  painting  is 
done  by  Mrs,  Safford,  and  one  or  two 
assistants  are  employed.  The  firing  is 
also  done  here,  and  unblemished  and 
charming  results  are  shown  both  in  the 
dainty  ware  and  in  the  artistic  decora- 
tions that  have  been  skilfully  added. 

In  Jeweler’s  lines,  silver  and  cut  glass 
are  sold  in  addition  to  the  conventional 
stock  of  chains,  charms,  rings  and  other 
ornaments.  Watches  and  clocks  are 
showm  in  the  makes  guaranteed  for  cor- 
rect time-keeping,  and  the  styles  of 
cases  that  appeal  to  many  varied  tastes. 

Expert  watch,  clock  and  Jewelry  re- 
pairing is  done,  and  this  concern,  sit- 
uated farther  west  than  the  other  Jew- 
elry houses  in  our  city,  has  a trade 
that  comes  from  all  parts  of  the  city, 
knowing  the  stock  and  prices  are  such 
as  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

A studio  for  the  china  painting  is 
over  the  salesrooms. 

Mr.  Safford  has  been  established  here 
since  1898,  and  came  to  this  city  from 
Leominster  where  he  had  formerly  been 
in  the  Jewelry  business  with  his 
brother.  He  has  had  an  increasing  and 
successful  patronage  in  subsequent 
.years,  and  is  regarded  as  a reliable 
merchant,  identified  with  the  commu- 
nity’s best  interests. 


SHACK  & FINE 
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Present  Standing  of  Organized  Labor 
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The  history  of  trades  unionism  in 
Fitchburg  would  fill  volumes  in  itself 
and  all  that  can  be  attempted  here  is 
a brief  outline  of  some  of  the  more 
important  facts  concerning  a few  of 
the  many  organizations  which  have 
been  or  still  are  active  in  the  interests 
of  the  workers  of  the  city  generally 
and  those  of  their  own  members  more 
especially.  Principal  among  these  is 
the  Central  Labor  Union,  through 
which  united  action  is  taken  in  mat- 
ters of  public  interest  and  in  making 
known  the  sentiments  of  the  organized 
workers  upon  them,  and  in  the  meet- 
ings of  which  the  freest  discussion 
upon  various  phases  of  labor  and  kin- 
dred topics  is  permitted  and  encour- 
aged. 

Fitchburg  has  been  quite  free  from 
labor  troubles  of  any  kind,  strikes  and 
lockouts  being  few  and  far  apart,  while 
such  as  there  have  been  were  of  short 
duration,  generally  speaking,  and  en- 
tailed little  hardship  upon  the  workers 
or  those  dependent  upon  them. 

The  Central  Labor  union  was  organ- 
ized, July  7,  1899.  The  records  of  that 
meeting  show  that  the  following  unions 
were  represented  by  delegates:  Brick- 
layers, Cigar  Makers,  Moulders,  Ma- 
chinists, Saw  Makers,  Plumbers,  Rail- 
road Firemen,  Railroad  Trainmen, 
and  the  Metal  Polishers,  Platers  and 
ijuffers.  The  Saw  Makers  and  Polish- 
ers have  passed  out  of  existence,  while 
the  railroad  organizations  are  not  re- 
presented by  delegates  at  the  present 
time.  Otherwise  all  the  organizations 
mentioned  have  maintained  continuous 
affiliation  with  the  Central  body.  At 
t,ie  present  time  there  are  14  unions 
sending  delegates.  A large  number  of 
others  have  been  on  the  rolls  from 
time  to  time,  but  most  of  them  had  a 
brief  existence  and  severed  their  con- 
nection only  when  circumstances  forced 
the  surrender  of  their  charters  to  the 
various  international  bodies  by  which 
they  had  been  issued. 

John  F.  Harrington,  now  a resident 
of  Leominster,  is  frequently  referred 
to  as  the  “father  of  the  Central  Labor 
union.’’  At  a meeting  of  Hoosac  Tun- 
nel lodge,  B.  R.  T.,  of  which  he  was 
then  and  still  Is  a member,  he  first 
suggested  the  desirability  of  having  a 
central  body.  His  suggestion  was 
adopted  by  the  lodge,  which  took  the 
initiative  in  calling  a meeting  of  all 
interested. 

The  first  board  of  officers,  as  shown 
by  the  books  of  the  union,  was  as  fol- 
lows; President,  William  B.  Bowers, 
Saw  Makers’  union;  recording  secre- 
tary, Michael  P.  Boyle,  Journeymen 
Plumbers’  union;  financial  secretary, 
Daniel  J.  O’Reilly,  Iron  Moulders’ 
union;  and  treasurer,  James  Piggott, 
of  the  Metal  Polishers,  Platers  and 
Buffers'  union. 

These  officers  were  elected  for  a term 
of  six  months.  At  the  second  election 
Charles  P.  Goodrich  of  the  Cigar  Mak- 
ers’ union  was  chosen  president.  The 
Cigar  Makers  have  had  four  of  their 
members  in  the  president’s  chair  out 
of  a total  of  eleven,  double  the  number 
of  any  other  local,  the  Bricklayers  be- 
ing next,  with  two. 

Following  are  those  who  have  held 
the  presidency,  from  the  beginning,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  local 
unions  of  which  they  are  or  have  been 
members;  William  B.  Bowers,  Saw 
Makers;  Charles  P.  Goodrich,  Cigar 
Makers;  Willis  H.  Pierce,  Locomotive 
Engineers;  Nathan  Wilkins,  Cigar 
Makers:  John  Dockendorff,  Bricklay- 
ers’; William  J.  Deignan,  Cigar  Mak- 
ers: Robert  L.  Walsh,  Bricklayers; 
William  Stolba,  Cigar  Makers;  Richard 
E.  Anderson,  Paper  Makers:  Joseph  D. 
O’Keeffe,  Carpenters;  and  John  H. 
Roche,  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paper 
Hangers. 

From  the  time  of  organization  up  to 
the  Installation  of  officers  In  July  of 
the  present  year,  members  of  the  Jour- 
neymen Plumbers'  union  had  held  the 
office  of  recording  secretary.  Michael 
P.  Boyle,  who  was  elected  at  the  first 
meeting,  continued  In  office  until  June 


10,  1900.  when  John  H.  Shea  of  the 
same  craft  was  elected  to  succeed  him. 
The  latter  held  the  secretaryship  only 
for  a few  months,  Charles  Smith  being 
elected  October  12  of  the  same  year  and 
continuing  in  office  continuously  until 
the  election  of  June  21,  1911,  when  he 
declined  another  term  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Patrick  Conry  of  the  Paper 
Makers’  union. 


The  present  officers  are  as  follows: 
President,  John  H.  Roche,  Painters’ 
union;  vice-president,  Frank  B.  Krei- 
mer.  Machinists’  union;  recording  sec- 
retary, Patrick  Conry,  Paper  Makers' 
union;  financial  secretary,  John  E. 
Farrell,  Cigar  Makers’  union;  treas- 
urer, Richard  E.  Anderson,  Paper 
Makers'  union;  trustees,  Joseph  D. 
O’Keeffe,  Carpenters’  union,  Charles 
Smith,  Plumbers’  union,  and  Robert  L. 
Walsh,  Bricklayers’  union;  sergeant- 
at-arms,  Patrick  Collins,  Carpenters’ 
union. 

The  Central  Labor  body  consists  of 
five  delegates  from  each  local  affiliated 
with  it  and  its  meetings  provide  an  op- 
portunity for  a free  discussion  of  mat- 
ters of  interest  to  the  labor  movement 
as  a whole,  as  well  as  those  pertaining 
more  especially  to  a single  organization 
or  individual,  it  being  the  duty  of  the 
delegates  to  present  such  matters  as 
their  respective  organizations  may  in- 
struct them  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  delegates  and  to  report  back  any 
matters  of  interest  or  action  taken  by 
the  Central  union. 

Following  are  the  unions  affiliated 
with  the  Central  Labor  union  at  pres- 
ent: Bricklayers,  Carpenters  778  and 
1239,  Painters,  Cigar  Makers,  Theatri- 
cal Stage  Employees,  Car  Workers,  Ma- 
chinists, Paper  Makers,  Iron  Moulders, 
Journeymen  Barbers,  Musicians’  Mu- 
tual Association,  Plumbers,  and  Typo- 
graphical. 

Beginning  October  1,  1911,  the  Cen- 
tral union  took  possession  of  a hall  in 
the  new  building  of  the  Finnish  Social- 
ist Publishing  company,  adjoining  the 
post  office,  on  Wallace  avenue.  This 
will  be  the  meeting  place  of  most  of 
the  affiliated  unions.  The  Journeymen 
Carpenters’  and  the  Bricklayers’  unions 
also  maintain  permanent  quarters,  the 
former  at  234  Main  street,  and  the  lat- 
ter at  155  Main  street. 

Considered  industrially  the  railroad 
employes  have,  perhaps,  the  most  tho- 
rough system  of  organization  In  the 
city,  as  well  as  the  largest  organiza- 


tions in  point  of  numbers.  This  is  due 
mainly  to  the  fact  that  Fitchburg  is  a 
railroad  center  for  the  Boston  & Maine 
and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  railroads,  as  well  as  the  seat 
of  the  car  shops  of  the  former  com- 
pany, so  that  very  large  numbers  of 
railroad  employees  make  their  homes 
here.  Another  feature  which  gives 
them  strength  is  that  the  unions  have 


working  agreements  with  the  railroad 
companies  and  are  recognized  by  the 
latter,  so  that  committees  from  the 
several  bodies  on  both  systems  meet 
with  the  railroad  officials  from  time  to 
time  to  agree  upon  wages,  hours,  length 
of  trips  and  other  conditions  of  em- 
ployment. This  arrangement  makes 
each  of  the  unions  whose  members  are 
engaged  in  the  moving  of  trains  prac- 
tically a 100  per  cent,  organization, 
which  means  that  every  man  eligible 
to  membership  in  these  unions  is  found 
within  the  fold.  Little  difficulty  is  ever 
experienced  in  arranging  working 
codes  and  adjusting  grievances  and  the 
men  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  a 
strike  from  their  own  experiences,  un- 
less such  experience  has  been  gained 
on  roads  other  than  those  with  which 
the  local  bodies  have  dealings. 

Local  railroad  men  engaged  In  the 
actual  work  of  operating  trains  are 
organized  in  four  unions  with  their 
headquarters  in  Fitchburg,  as  follows: 
Wachusett  division.  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers;  H.  P.  Littlejohn 
lodge.  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Firemen;  E.  A.  Smith  division.  Or- 
der of  Railway  Conductors,  and 
Hoosac  Tunnel  lodge.  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad  Trainmen.  Each  of  these 
brotherhoods  receives  valuable  assist- 
ance In  its  work  from  a ladies’  auxi- 
liary. Warren  S.  Stone  division  is  the 
ladies’  auxiliary  of  the  engineers; 
Mountain  Laurel  division  of  the  Con- 
ductors’, and  Star  of  ’93  the  auxiliary 
of  the  trainmen’s  organization.  These 
auxiliaries  are  a feature  of  the  rail- 
road brotherhoods  not  enjoyed  by  other 
organizations  and  their  members  not 
only  aid  the  men’s  brotherhoods,  but 
also  have  advantages  of  socials  among 
themselves  and  the  pecuniary  advan- 
tages which  come  from  affiliation  with 
the  grand  lodges. 

Other  railroad  organizations  whose 
members  do  not  take  part  In  the  oper- 
ation of  trains  are  the  Railway  Clerks, 
the  Freight  Handlers,  Maintenance  of 
Way  Employes'  union,  and  Bay  State 


lodge  of  the  International  Association 
of  Car  Workers,  the  last  mentioned  be- 
ing the  organization  of  most  of  the 
employees  of  the  Boston  & Maine  rail- 
road at  its  shops  in  East  Fitchburg. 
Many  other  employees,  such  as  switch- 
men and  telegraph  operators,  whose 
numbers  are  not  such  as  to  warrant 
the  formation  of  local  unions  of  their 
respective  crafts,  are  found  enrolled 
among  the  members  of  division  organ- 
izations having  their  headquarters  in 
Boston  or  other  cities. 

Next  in  number  of  members,  as  well 
as  number  of  organizations,  taken  on 
the  industrial  basis,  are  the  building 
trades,  though  their  unions  are  not  so 
general  or  so  thorough  as  in  the  case 
of  the  railroad  men.  The  Bricklayers’ 
union  is,  perhaps,  the  most  thoroughly 
organized  of  all,  as  well  as  having  the 
honor  of  being  among  the  very  oldest, 
if  not  the  oldest  labor  body  in  the  city.' 
The  Journeymen  Carpenters’  union  has 
two  organizations.  Local  778  being  for 
those  speaking  the  English  language, 
while  Local  1229  conducts  its  busin.ess 
in  the  French  tongue  and  practically 
its  entire  membership  is  of  the  French 
race.  These  two  locals  are  affiliated 
with  the  Worcester  North  district 
council,  which  embraces  the  unions  of 
the  craft  in  the  entire  northern  half  of 
the  county  and  maintains  its  headquar- 
ters, as  well  as  a business  agent,  in 
Fitchburg. 

Other  organizations  of  the  build- 
ing trades  stili  holding  charters  In 
P'itchburg  are  the  Journeymen  Plumb- 
ers’ union  and  the  Brotherhood  of 
Painters,  Paper  Hangers  and  Decorat- 
ors. Alt  of  these  have  been  In  busi- 
ness many  years,  while  several  others 
have  been  organized  from  time  to  time, 
only  to  meet  with  difficulties  of  one 
kind  or  another  or  to  suffer  by  the  re- 
moval of  their  most  active  workers  to 
other  fields,  so  that  they  failed  to  gain 
the  required  strength  or  else  lost  it  by 
force  of  circumstances  which  made  the 
surrender  of  their  charters  advisable. 

The  Machinists’,  Iron  Moulders’,  and 
Blacksmiths  and  Helpers’  unions  are  the 
local  bodies  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  those  employed  in  the  numerous 
foundries,  machine  shops  and  other 
metal  working  establishments  of  the 
city,  while  the  Boiler  Makers’  union 
has  for  many  years  sought  to  main- 
tain as  high  a standard  of  working 
conditions  as  possible  for  boiler  mak- 
ers and  their  helpers.  Among  the  em- 
ployees of  many  and  varied  textile  es- 
tablishments dependence  is  placed  upon 
the  Textile  Workers’  and  the  Loom 
PAxers’  unions,  the  first  mentioned  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  recent  additions  to 
the  ranks  of  organized  workers,  though 
the  present  Is  by  no  means  the  first 
organization  among  local  men  and 
women  engaged  in  the  production  of 
cloth. 

Other  local  unions  which  are  active 
at  the  present  time  and  which  cannot 
well  be  classed  with  others  on  an  in- 
dustrial basis  as  are  those  mentioned 
above,  are  the  following:  Cigar  Mak- 
ers, Theatrical  Stage  Employees,  Paper 
Makers,  Stationary  Foremen,  Journey- 
men Barbers,  Musicians’  Mutual  asso- 
ciation, the  last  mentioned  having 
among  its  members  not  only  most  of 
the  best  known  musicians  of  this  city, 
but  also  those  of  the  most  of  the  towns 
within  a considerable  radius. 

Mention  may  also  be  made  of  two 
organizations  among  the  Finnish- 
speaking people,  one  of  which  is  sever- 
al years  old,  while  the  other  is  quite 
recent.  The  latter  is  a union  of  clerks 
employed  in  the  Finnish  stores,  and 
has  already  aided  in  securing  better 
working  conditions.  The  former  is  the 
Finnish  workmen’s  society,  which  is 
not,  strictly  speaking,  a trade  union, 
but  seeks  rather  to  advance  the  inter- 
erests  of  the  workers  by  means  of  po- 
litical action.  It  supports  and  assists 
the  unions,  however,  and  has  among 
its  500  members  many  affilPated  with 
them.  This  is  a flourlshinrg  organiza- 
tion, and  owns  the  fine  b’alldlng  shown 
on  this  page. 
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SAWYER  TOOL  MFC.  CO. 


Makers  of  Fine  Machinists’  Tools,  Produced  Under  Union 
Conditions  and  Sold  by  the  Unique 
Sawyer  Selling  Plan 


Fitchburg’s  fairly  won  and  proudly 
worn  reputation  as  a machine  city 
has  no  more  energetic  supporter  than 
the  Sawyer  Tool  Manufacturing  Co., 
whose  office  is  at  76  Winter  street. 
The  foundation  of  its  business  was  laid 
in  a neighboring  town,  but  its  growth 
has  in  large  measure  followed  its  re- 
moval to  our  city,  and  has  been  es- 
pecially marked  during  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  The  date  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  company  was  October,  1901. 

The  product  is  an  extensive  and 
growing  line  of  the  finest  tools  for  ma- 
chinists and  the  related  trades,  distin- 
guished by  ingenuity  of  design,  accu- 
racy, finish,  and  quality  of  material 
used.  To  partially  itemize,  there  may 
be  mentioned  hammers,  screwdrivers, 
punches,  nail  sets,  rules,  squares, 
gauges,  levels,  calipers,  inside  micro- 
meters, hacksaw  frames,  etc.  But  the 
mere  listing  of  such  articles  gives  but 
a limited  idea  of  the  range  of  such 
an  industry,  for  each  is  susceptible  of 
variation  in  size  and  type  according 
to  the  demands  of  the  work  on  which 
it  is  to  be  used,  and  there  are  no 
bounds  to  the  inventive  spirit  of  the 
true  American  mechanic,  which  finds 
one  Of  its  opportunities  in  providing 
the  tool  chest  with  everything  that 
conduces  to  ease,  accuracy  and  quan- 
tity of  work,  A good  workman  can 
turn  out  a creditable  job  with  rudi- 
mentary tools,  but  his  comfort  and  sat- 
isfaction are  tremendously  enhanced 
when  he  has  at  his  hand  an  outfit  of 
the  Sawyer  goods. 

But  there  are  other  things  to  say 
about  the  methods  of  this  concern  that 
are  no  less  interesting  than  what  has 
gone  before,  but  relate  to  the  distribu- 
tion rather  than  to  the  manufacturing. 
TTie  unique  feature  of  the  Sawyer  Tool 
Company’s  success  lies  in  its  achieve- 
ment the  development  of  a coopera- 
tive plan  founded  upon  solid  and  prov  ■ 
en  principles,  which  enlists  as  stock- 
holders and  boosters  the  men  who  use 
and  who  influence  the  demand  for  ma- 
chinists’ tools. 

Early  in  1910  the  entire  force  of  the 
works  was  initiated  into  the  local 
lodge  of  the  I.  A.  of  M.,  something 
without  parallel  In  the  history  of 
unionism  in  Fitchburg.  The  next  step 
of  the  company  was  to  still  further 
evince  its  cordiality  toward  the  orga- 
nization by  the  announcement  of  a co- 
operative, profit-sharing  system  now 
appropriately  known  as  “Sawyerism,” 
which  has  met  with  an  enthusiastic 
reception  among-  union  machinists  in- 
dividually and  in  the  lodges.  The  com- 
pany has  set  aside  $100,000  in  preferred 
stock  to  be  sold  to  members  at  $5.00  a 
share.  The  ownership  of  these  shares 
secures,  beside  the  very  satisfactory 
dividend,  a special  discount  on  all  tools 
bought. 

In  building  up  an  organization  of 
producers  and  consumers  for  mutual 
benefit,  the  company  established  a no- 
table precedent  in  the  annals  of  com- 
mercial life.  It  continues  to  gain  In 
prestige,  power  and  personality,  aided 
by  the  progressive  humanity  repre- 
sented in  its  capital  stock. 

Among  the  thousands  of  machinists 
that  have  gathered  under  the  Sawyer 
standard,  the  Sawyer  spirit  has  become 
the  synonym  for  success.  These  thou- 
sands of  stockholders  in  the  Sawyer 
enterprise  have  become  workers,  a liv- 
ing, breathing,  hustling  aggregation  of 
cooperators  who  are  boosting  Sawyer 
tools  in  every  city  and  town  through- 
out the  country,  and  by  whom  the 
Sawyer  spirit  is  kept  alive. 

Beginning  with  a mere  ripple  of  in- 
terest Sawyerism  has  developed  a gen- 
erous wave  of  appreciation  that  makes 
certain  the  present  and  future  success 
Of  the  company. 

The  Sawyer  Cooperative  Plan  is  ex- 
plained in  detail  In  a booklet  issued  by 
the  company  Under  the  title,  "The 
Sawyer  Spirit,  An  Opportunity  for  Ma- 
chinists." 

The  Sawyer  Bulletin,  issued  monthly 
to  perpetuate  Interest  In  the  Sawyer 
Cooperative  Plan  and  to  promote  the 
sale  of  Sawyer  tools  Is  of  great  edu- 
cational value  and  is  sent  free  to  all 
machinists  working  at  the  trade. 

"Sawyerism,”  says  Mr.  C.  A.  Hubbell, 
president  of  the  company,  "is  more 
than  a mere  mouthful  and  cannot  be 
digested  immediately.”  To  express  it 
tersely.  It  Is  sincere  cooperation  and. 


because  it  is  sincere,  the  Sawyer  Com- 
pany has  been  able  to  make  great 
strides  and  show  a vast  increase  in  its 
business. 

You  recall  the  biblical  quotation,  "As 
ye  sow,  so  shall  ye  reap.”  From  a 
business  point  of  view  the  sentiment 
is  appropriate.  The  company  have 
the  seed  for  more  business,  more 
friends  and  more  cooperators  on  fer- 
tile ground;  and  it  is  now  reaping  the 
harvest. 


as  most  of  them  were  open  to  competi- 
tion, it  must  naturally  be  assumed 
that  the  firm  figured  closely  on  the 
work,  and  had  the  confidence  of  the 
people  who  required  their  services. 

The  company  is  called  upon  by  some 
of  the  largest  manufacturers  in  this 
city,  and  does  a particularly  large 
amount  of  mill  work.  It  has  among 
its  customers  the  American  Woolen 
Co.,  the  Louis  DeJonge  Co.,  and  the 
G.  W.  Wheelwright  Paper  Co.  Recent 
work  which  it  accomplished  was  the 
plumbing  for  the  addition  to  the  rec- 
tory of  St.  Bernard’s  church,  and  the 
cornice  work  for  the  industrial  build- 
ing of  the  normal  school. 

A crew  of  fifteen  men  skilled  in 
different  operations  is  employed,  and 
the  members  of  the  firm  are  all  prac- 
tical men. 

T.  J.  Sullivan  is  a practical  mechan- 


staple groceries,  are  dealt  in;  canned 
goods  from  the  best-known  packers  in 
this  country,  vegetables,  nuts,  fancy 
biscuits  and  crackers  are  among  the 
supplies  that  the  judicious  housekeeper 
can  order  here,  knowing  that  her  table 
will  be  furnished  with  the  best  in  the 
market. 

The  business  gives  employment  to 
six  people,  and  three  teams  are  used 
for  deliveries. 

Mr.  Kenney  came  to  Fitchburg  from 
Springfield,  Vt.,  where  he  had  con- 
ducted his  own  store.  He  was  con- 
•lected  with  Cobb,  Aldrich  & Co.  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  founded  his 
own  business,  which  has  been  con- 
sistently and  successfully  developed. 
Mr.  Kenney  is  known  as  one  of  the 
leading  grocers  of  Fitchburg,  and  is 
highly  regarded  for  his  ability  and  in- 
tegrity. 


The  plant  of  the  concern  comprises 
a two-story  building  with  floor  space 
of  12,000  square  feet,  and  another  of 
three  stories  and  4800  square  feet.  The 
arrangement  and  equipment  of  all  is  in 
accordance  with  modern  ideas  of  effi- 
ciency. An  average  of  fifty  men  Is  em- 
ployed. The  present  officers  are  C.  A. 
Hubbell,  president  and  treasurer;  J. 
Bernard  Lynch,  secretary;  and  J.  Clay- 
ton Bates,  manager. 

Mr.  Hubbell  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  most  experienced  and 
constructive  administrators  in  the  ma- 
chine tool  business.  His  knowledge  is 
broad  and  practical,  the  result  of  thor- 
ough familiarity  with  the  business 
methods  in  practice  in  both  the  east- 
ern and  the  western  trade.  It  is  nat- 
ural that  he  should  adopt  methods  that 
from  experience  and  comparison  he 
knows  to  be  satisfactory  and  endur- 
ing; and  since  he  has  been  at  the  head 
of  the  Sawyer  Tool  Manufacturing 
company  its  growth  in  patronage  and 
prestige  have  been  ample  testimony 
to  his  foresight,  ability  and  leadership. 


PLANT  OF  THE  SAWYER  TOOL  MFC.  CO. 

ic  in  all  the  above  branches,  and  pre- 
vious to  his  present  business  connec- 
tion was  in  partnership  with  the  Jen- 
nison  Co.  J.  H.  Sullivan  and  J.  F. 
Moran  were  formerly  in  the  plumbing 
business  in  addition  to  which  Mr. 
Moran  is  a sheet-metal  worker.  They 
have  in  the  Fitchburg  Heating  and 
Flumbing  Co.  combined  their  abilities, 
pursued  enterprising  and  upright 
methods,  built  up  their  concern  to  a 
foremost  position  in  Industrial  circles, 
and  won  distinction  as  Individuals  and 
business  men. 


C.  H.  KENNEY 


FITCHBURG  HEATING 

AND  PLUMBING  CO. 

One  of  the  Local  Industries  That  Covers 
Wide  Field  Most  Successfully 

The  Fitchburg  Heating  and  Plumb- 
ing Co.  was  organized  five  years  ago, 
and  is  conducted  by  three  men  able  in 
all  their  lines. 

Occupying  a large  shop  at  53  Water 
street,  the  firm  carries  the  materials 
and  equipment  that  are  needed  in  any 
part  of  their  work.  Furnaces,  steam 
and  hot- water  heaters  are  dealt  in,  and 
the  best  makes  are  quickly  supplied 
either  from  the  stock  on  hand  or 
through  the  agencies  the  company 
holds.  Estimates  are  furnished  on 
either  system  of  heating,  and  the  work 
is  scientifically  Installed. 

Plumbing,  ventilating  of  every  de- 
scription, tin,  sheet-iron  and  copper 
work,  skylights,  cornices  and  roofing, 
are  all  features  of  the  trade  that  is 
carried  on  here,  and  the  concern  has 
in  a comparatively  short  time  gained 
a reputation  for  service  and  reliability 
that  places  it  among  the  leaders  in 
this  industry. 

In  the  past  five  years  the  Fitchburg 
Heating  and  Plumbing  Co.  has  se- 
cured some  Important  contracts,  and 


One  of  the  Handsomest  Arranged 
Grocery  Stores  in  This  City, 
Occupied  for  Past 
Two  Years 

Though  the  present  store  of  C.  H. 
Kenney  has  only  been  occupied  since 
March,  1910,  the  name  of  this  trades- 
man is  well  known  in  our  city,  for  he 
has  been  in  the  grocery  business  here 
for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  except- 
ing for  three  years  of  that  time  has 
been  the  proprietor  of  his  own  busi- 
ness. 

For  a long  period  located  a little 
nearer  the  center  of  the  city,  Mr.  Ken- 
ney has  at  316  Main  street,  corner  of 
Grove  street,  one  of  the  best  sites 
in  the  city,  and  the  arrangement  of  the 
stock  carried  and  the  handsome  fix- 
tures installed  make  it  one  of  the  most 
modern  and  attractive  mercantile  es- 
tablishments in  this  section. 

Cherry  shelves  and  casings  are  in- 
stalled, and  practically  every  commodity 
that  comes  in  bulk  is  kept  in  air-tight 
compartments.  Close-fitting  drawers, 
chests  securely  covered  and  barrels 
with  tight  heads  are  used  so  that  no 
dust  can  penetrate  to  the  contents, 
and  the  hygienic  condition  of  food 
stuffs  which  particular  people  now  de- 
mand is  assured. 

Package  goods  are  placed  in  striking 
designs,  and  while  people  do  not  buy 
groceries  because  they  are  arranged 
prettily  in  a store,  such  features  im- 
press most  people  as  indications  of  the 
care  and  attention  given  to  every  por- 
tion of  the  business. 

Cereals  and  other  prepared  foods, 
uncooked  commodities,  fancy  as  well  as 


JOHN  J.  SWEENEY 

A Manufacturer  of  Well-Known 
Brands  of  Cigars  Has  Shop 
and  Store  on  Water 
Street 

No  person  is  so  hard  to  change  in 
his  habits,  as  the  regular  smoker,  and 
to  build  up  a patronage  for  a new 
brand  of  cigars,  one  must  give  these 
men  something  better  than  was  ever 
offered  them  before,  at  the  same  price, 
while  to  retain  these  customers,  the 
quality  of  the  smoke  must  be  kept  up 
to  the  standard  by  which  the  first  was 
produced. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  many 
men  have  changed  their  brand  of  cig- 
ars in  the  past  five  years,  for  about 
that  time  John  J.  Sweeney,  160  Water 
street,  began  the  manufacture  of  some 
of  his  lines,  and  as  he  has  had  unu- 
sual success  from  the  start  it  is  only 
natural  to  suppose  that  users  of  other 
brands  recognized  the  superiority  of 
his,  and  were  willing  to  break  their  old 
habit  when  given  sufficient  reason  for 
doing  so.  It  may  also  be  assumed  that 
the  quality  of  the  first  cigars  offered 
has  been  continued,  for  the  first  cus- 
tomers have  not  only  remained  loyal, 
but  many  new  ones  have  been  added 
in  succeeding  years. 

The  Raven  and  Raven  Perfectos  are 
ten-centers  finely  rolled,  well  filled  and 
have  an  aroma  and  taste  distinctively 
pleasing  to  discriminating  smokers. 

The  Boulder,  Benedict,  Raven  Pon- 
ies and  4-43  are  other  popular  brands, 
and  the  best  filling  and  finest  leaf 
tobacco  are  used  for  them.  As  five- 
cent  cigars  they  are  among  the  most 
highly  commended  by  good  judges. 

All  the  brands  manufactured  by  Mr. 
Sweeney  are  on  sale  at  his  store  and  at 
various  other  places,  in  and  about  this 
city,  as  he  is  a wholesaler  as  well  as 
retailer. 

Imported  and  domestic  cigarettes, 
pipes,  pouches  and  other  smokers’  sup- 
plies are  sold  in  his  store.  Two  cigar 
makers  are  employed,  and  Mr.  Sweeney 
is  himself  an  expert  at  this  trade. 

Mr.  Sweeney  has  always  lived  in  this 
city  and  learned  his  trade  at  Nolan’s; 
he  was  also  employed  by  another  man- 
ufacturer here  and  embarked  for  him- 
self in  March.  1906.  He  Is  a young 
and  enterprising  business  man,  and  a 
citizen  who  seeks  the  advancement 
and  welfare  of  this  community. 
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WHITE  DRUG  STORE 


An  Old  Established  Pharmacy 
Under  New  Proprietorship 
For  The  Past 
Year 

Of  the  many  old  established  drug 
stores  in  Fitchburg,  none  has  given 
better  service  to  the  public  than  the 
White  Drug  Store,  243  Main  street, 
and  under  the  present  proprietorship  of 
Scharton  Bros.,  it  is  most  enterpris- 
ingly and  trustvvorthily  conducted.  In 
consequence,  the  patrons  of  the  old 
concern  have  been  retained  and  satis- 
fied, while  new  friends  and  patrons 
are  constantly  being  made  by  the  pres- 
ent owners. 

The  business  was  conducted  for  some 
seventeen  years  by  D.  Charles  O’Con- 
nor, and  was  the  preferred  customer 
of  some  of  the  largest  manufacturing 
chemists  in  the  United  States.  This 
favor  has  been  shown  the  newer  con- 
cern, and  in  succeeding  Mr.  O’Connor, 
the  Scharton  Bros,  have  continued 
the  popular  features  of  his  business, 
and  have  added  such  stock  and  meth- 
ods as  seemed  advisable. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  extensively 
and  thoroughly  stocked  pharmacies  in 
this  city,  carrying  all  standard  lines  of 
drugs  and  chemicals,  all  the  tested  and 
guaranteed  proprietary  articles  and 
remedies,  and  giving  satisfaction  to  a 
large  prescription  trade,  through  accu- 
racy and  expertness  in  compounding, 
and  the  quality  of  the  drugs  always 
used. 

Druggists’  sundries,  fancy  goods,  toi- 
let articles  and  special  liniments,  pow- 
ders, etc.,  are  handled.  The  customary 
lines  of  high-grade  confectionery  and 
smokers’  supplies,  and  a well-equipped 
soda  fountain,  are  among  the  other 
accommodations. 

The  firm  is  composed  of  Victor  A. 
and  Ohmer  A.  Scharton,  the  latter  be- 
ing a registered  druggist  of  more  than 
ten  years’  experience.  The  good-will 
and  stock  of  the  White  Drug  Store 
was  purchased  by  them  in  September, 
1910,  and  since  locating  in  our  city 
they  have  given  evidence  of  their  mer- 
cantile ability  and  of  their  uprightness 
In  business  transactions. 

The  White  Drug  Store  now  enjoys 
the  prestige  it  had  in  earlier  days,  and 
the  Messrs.  Scharton  are  considered 
most  desirable  additions  to  our  business 
centre,  and  are  interested  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  this  com- 
munity. 


BOLLES  & PARTRIDGE 

Undertakers  Who  Have  Become 
Soundly  Established  In 
Two  Years  of 
Service 

It  is  not  the  length  of  time  a con- 
cern has  been  in  business  that  most 
concerns  the  public  with  which  it  has 
dealings.  The  ability  and  uprightness 
of  a firm  can  be  judged  in  a com- 
paratively short  time  and  the  verdict 
of  the  public  is  soon  felt. 

Though  the  undertaking  business  is 
one  of  the  slowest  in  W'hich  to  become 
established,  the  firm  of  Holies  & Par- 
tridge, 3 Lunenburg  street,  has  already 
met  the  commendation  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  reliable  concerns  in 
this  section. 

The  premises  occupied  were  specially 
arranged  for  them,  and  combining 
office,  showroom,  workroom  and 
morgue,  they  have  one  of  the  most 
modern  and  complete  establishments 
in  the  county.  Nothing  about  the 
store  indicates  the  nature  of  the  busi- 
ness; the  feelings  of  the  people  who  are 
called  here  are  not  unnecessarily  dis- 
turbed, and  the  greatest  tact  and  sym- 
pathy IS  exercised  in  all  operations 
th.rt  this  firm  conducts. 

The  finest  equipment  of  funeral  fur- 
nishings is  carried  in  stock  and  ar- 
rangements for  the  last  rites  are  di- 
rected with  skill  and  dignity.  The 
members  of  this  firm  are  proficient  in 
the  most  modern  methods  of  embalm- 
ing, and  the  preservation  of  the  body 
is  attended  to  with  that  desirable  ef- 
fect that  is  now  gained  through  the 
anatomical  and  hygienic  knowledge 
that  modern  embalmers  have. 

Herbert  H.  Holies  and  P.  E.  Par- 
tridge are  both  of  this  school  of  under- 
takers and  funeral  directors,  being 
graduates  of  some  of  the  highest  rated 


anatomy  and  embalming  schools  in 
this  country. 

The  present  partnership  was  formed 
in  January,  1909,  and  the  premises  on 
Lunenburg  street  have  been  occupied 
since  the  twentieth  of  that  month.  The 
services  of  the  firm  have  been  more 
and  more  in  demand  as  their  ability 
and  efficiency  have  become  recognized, 
and  a most  desirable  reputation  has 
been  achieved  in  a particularly  short 
time. 


Mr.  Holies  is  a member  of  the  Hoard 
of  Trade  and  Merchants’  association 
and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  he 
and  Mr.  Partridge  have  become  iden- 
tified with  our  community  through 
their  professional  transactions  and  by 
their  interest  in  all  efforts  for  its  wel- 
fare and  advancement. 


E.  J.  SULLIVAN 

First-Class  Groceries  Handled  By  This 
Dealer  For  Twenty  Years 

Every  line  of  trade  offers  at  least 
two  methods  for  conducting  it.  One 
is  to  offer  inferior  goods  at  cheap 
prices,  another  is  to  furnish  high-grade 
goods  and  get  a consistent  value  for 
them,  which  is  often  no  more  than  is 
charged  for  second-rate  stock. 

The  policy  which  E.  J.  Sullivan,  at 
240  Water  street,  has  always  pursued 
is  to  offer  first-class  groceries  that 
not  only  give  satisfaction  for  the  time 
being,  but  create  a continued  demand. 
Thus  a permanent  trade  has  been  as- 
sured, and  Mr.  Sullivan  has  the  confi- 
dence of  his  customers,  who  know 
they  are  not  going  to  get  one  thing  one 
time  and  a substitute  the  next. 

Staple  groceries  of  all  kinds  are 
handled  here,  sugar,  spices,  cereals,  all 
prepared  as  well  as  uncooked  foods, 
canned  goods  of  reputation,  bottled  and 
pickled  goods,  table  sauces  and  condi- 
ments, bakery  and  dairy  products,  en- 
abling the  housekeeper  to  order  here 
her  supplies  of  groceries,  and  be  sure 
of  having  her  demands  supplied  at 
once,  and  with  goods  and  prices  that 
will  give  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Sullivan  carries  various  brands 
of  flours  from  the  great  milling  estab- 
lishments in  the  Northwest,  where  the 
finest  wheat  is  grown  and  prepared, 
and  makes  a specialty  of  Stock’s  Mi- 
kota  and  Rosebud  brands,  products  ap- 
preciated for  those  qualities  most  nec- 
essary for  cooking  purposes. 


Two  men  are  employed,  and  one  team 
is  used,  and  deliveries  are  made  to  any 
part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  who  was  bom  in  Fitch- 
burg and  has  always  resided  here,  was 
a moulder  by  trade,  but  has  been  In 
the  grocery  business  for  twenty  years 
as  proprietor  of  this  store.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Hoard  of  Trade  and 
Merchants’  association,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  our  sound  merchants  and  a 
citizen  of  standing. 


J.  M.  DESCHENES 

Young  and  Enterprising  Proprietor  of  Old 
Jewelry  Store  in  Cleghorn  District 

Though  there  has  been  more  than 
one  occupant  of  the  jewelry  store  at 
126  Fairmount  street  in  the  Cleghorn 
district,  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
section  of  our  city  will  support  and 
encourage  an  enterprise  of  this  kind 
it  it  is  properly  conducted.  For  this 
reason,  the  success  of  the  present 
proprietor,  J.  M.  Deschenes,  is  most 
confidently  predicted. 

Mr.  Deschenes  is  a practical  and  ex- 
pert jeweler  and  watchmaker.  He  re- 
centfiy  added  optical  goods,  and  is  now' 
prepared  to  do  all  kinds  of  work  in 
that  line. 

In  May,  1909,  he  started  in  business 
tor  himself,  in  a small  part  of  the 
store  at  123  Fairmount  street.  There 
he  continued  until  the  site  at  126 
Fairmount  street,  for  the  past  twelve 
years  identified  with  the  jewelry  trade, 
was  available. 

Mr.  Deschenes,  ever  since  he  started 
in  business,  has  carried  a particular 
line  of  w'atches  and  clocks,  and  a se- 
lected quantity  of  ornaments.  To 
these  he  has  added  different  designs 
in  rings,  charms,  chains,  lockets,  etc., 
in  gold  or  with  precious  stones  em- 
be...-ed.  P'ancy  articles,  silverware  and 
bric-a-brac  have  also  been  added  to 
the  display,  while  expert  work,  as 
formerly,  is  done  in  the  repairing  of 
watches,  clocks  or  jewelry. 

Mr.  Deschenes  has  been  a resident 
of  Fitchburg  for  twenty-three  years. 
After  being  employed  in  some  of  the 
city  manufacturing  plants,  he  gratified 
his  desire  and  ambition  to  become  a 
watchmaker  and  jeweler  by  attending 
the  Horological  school  in  Waltham. 
He  spent  a year  there  and  on  his 
graduation  returned  to  Fitchburg  and 
became  established  for  himself,  mak- 
ing the  advancement  and  success  that 
has  placed  him  in  his  present  location 
and  position.  He  not  only  has  accom- 
plished much  in  two  years  but  the 
prospects  for  the  future  are  even 
brighter  and  more  encouraging. 


CLARK  A.  BATCHELDER 

Associate  Justice  of  the  Fitchburg 
Police  Court  is  One  of  the 
Leading  Attorneys  in 
Fitchburg 

Associate  Justice  Clark  A.  Hatchel- 
der  was  born  in  Peru,  'Yt.,  February 
23,  1848,  and  obtained  his  education  in 
the  town  schools  and  the  Westfield 
(Mass.)  State  Normal  school.  He  waa 
also  a pupil  at  Williston  seminary, 
Easthampton,  and  of  Eoston  univer- 
sity, being  a member  of  the  first  class 
that  was  graduated  from  the  law 
school,  in  the  year  of  1873.  In  that 
early  day,  Mr.  Batchelder  and  a fel- 
low-pupil were  given  distinction 
through  a special  oral  examination,  in 
W’hich  one  of  the  examiners  was  John 
W.  Hammond,  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

At  the  university  Mr.  Eatchelder  took 
special  courses  in  higher  mathematics 
and  natural  science,  and  for  four 
years  he  was  engaged  as  an  Instructor 
at  the  Burr  & Burton  seminary,  Man- 
chester, Vt. 

Mr.  Batchelder  opened  a law  office 
in  Boston,  but  on  account  of  the 
health  of  his  wife  took  up  his  residence 
in  Ayer  and  began  practice  there  In 
1878.  He  even  then  had  constant 
transactions  in  our  city,  and  in  1892 
he  opened  an  office  here.  He  is  now 
known  as  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  Worcester  county  bar. 

Judge  Batchelder  has  a large  general 
law  practice,  but  has  to  a great  extent 
specialized  in  equity  and  his  counsel 
and  administration  is  sought  in  some 
of  the  largest  and  most  important 
cases  of  this  kind. 

In  1904  he  was  appointed  associate 
justice  of  the  police  court  by  Gov.  John 
L.  Bates,  a position  he  has  continued 
to  fill  with  wisdom  and  integrity. 

Judge  Batchelder  was  a member  of 
the  school  board  in  Ayer  and  has  held 
a similar  office  in  Fitchburg.  He  is 
Past  Master  of  St.  Paul  lodge,  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  in  Ayer,  and  is  now  affiliated 
with  Aurora  lodge.  Personally  as  well 
as  professionally  he  is  numbered  among 
our  representative  and  public-spirited 
citizens. 

THE  ROME  CLOTHING  CO. 

Main  Street  Establishment  Successfully 
Conducted  by  L.  Rome 

There  is  satisfaction  not  only  in  hav- 
ing good  clothes  but  in  having  them  to 
wear  when  they  are  seasonable  and 
stylish.  The  cash  or  credit  houses  have 
done  much  to  convenience  many  cus- 
tomers who  depend  upon  their  weekly 
wages  and  cannot  get  all  their  supplies 
out  of  one  week’s  envelope.  The  sys- 
tem operated  by  these  credit  houses 
is  such  that  a person  can  have  new 
clothes  and  have  the  pleasure  of  wear- 
ing them  while  he  or  she  is  paying  for 
them.  This  system  is  conducted  by  the 
Rome  Clothing  Company,  298-300  Main 
street,  and  in  a way  that  has  given 
satisfaction,  and  gained  the  confidence 
of  the  customers. 

Because  the  person  who  buys  here 
may  be  given  some  time  to  pay  for 
his  goods  does  not  by  any  means  prove 
that  any  of  the  quality  shown  at  the 
strictly  cash  stores  is  lacking.  In  fact, 
the  success  of  the  credit  system  is  to 
have  the  same  customers  return  season 
after  season,  and  this  could  only  be 
done  by  giving  thorough  satisfaction. 

The  Rome  Clothing  Co.  is  noted  for 
the  reliability  of  its  transactions,  for 
the  complete  lines  and  desirable  goods 
handled,  and  for  the  reasonable  prices 
made  on  either  cash  or  credit  pur- 
chases. 

Practically  two  stores  are  occupied 
and  equal  attention  is  given  to  men’s 
and  women’s  wear.  Suits  and  gar- 
ments are  handled,  and  the  large  stock 
carried  each  season  embraces  the  new- 
est fabrics,  latest  colors  and  patterns. 
Each  garment  or  suit  contains  mater- 
ials and  workmanship  to  make  them 
long  wearing  and  durable,  retaining 
its  shape  until  worn  out. 

Men’s  and  women’s  furnishings  are 
also  carried  and  two  or  three  capable 
people  are  employed. 

Lewis  Rome,  the  proprietor,  has  been 
in  Fitchburg  twenty-five  or  twenty- 
six  years,  and  has  been  in  business  in 
several  different  locations  in  that  time. 
He  has  occupied  his  present  premises 
for  the  past  five  years,  and  has  every 
convenience  to  handle  and  display  ad- 
vantageously h s large  stock.  He  is  a 
successful  merchant,  known  for  his  en- 
terprise and  Public  spirit. 


ST.  JOSEPH’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
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P.  J.  HART 

Plumbing  and  Heating  Concern 
Whose  Expert  and  Pains- 
taking Operations  Are 
Recommended 

The  length  of  time  a man  has  been 
in  Jbusiness,  and  the  satisfaction  that 
he  has  given  in  that  period  are  the 
standards  by  which  he  must  be  judged. 
However  able  a person  may  be  in  his 
trade  or  industry,  there  is  always  some 
feeling  of  experimenting  when  one 
gives  a contract  to  him,  if  he  has  been 


in  business  but  a short  time.  The 
experimental  stage,  however,  haa  long 
been  passed  by  P.  J.  Hart,  plumber  and 
steamfitter,  at  353  Main  street,  for 
Mr.  Hart  has  been  in  business  at  this 
shop  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  and 
has  been  the  head  of  his  own  enter- 
prise since  March,  1893. 

No  industrj-  of  the  present  day  calls 
for  more  ability  and  thoroughness  than 
plumbing.  It  is  an  industry  in  which 
there  has  been  great  advancement,  and 
sanitary  and  scientific  workmanship 
is  demanded  by  particular  people.  It 
is  this  class  of  customers  that  Mr. 
Hart  satisfies,  performing  expert  and 
painstaking  work,  attending  skilfully 
to  drainage,  ventilation  and  plumbing, 
and  in  the  installation  of  any  system 
he  follows  the  plans  of  the  premises 
with  such  foresight  that  future  as 
well  as  present  needs  are  considered. 

Thoughtfulness  in  placing  heating 
systems,  often  accounts  for  the  free 
burning  power  that  ensues,  and  the 
moderate  consumption  of  fuel  is  also 
dependent  upon  the  correctness  with 
which  the  system  is  installed.  Mr. 
Hart  has  in  his  eighteen  years’  op- 
erations given  proof  of  his  ability  in 
these  features,  and  contracts  submit- 
ted to  him  are  carefully  estimated,  and 
fine  workmanship  and  high-grade  ma- 
terial are  taken  into  account.  As  a 
result  he  gives  as  low  a price  as  any 
tradesman  in  this  section. 

A crew  of  eight  or  ten  competent 
men  are  employed.  Bath  room,  lav- 
atory and  toilet  supplies  are  carried 
in  stock,  also  Richardson  & Boyn- 
ton’s well-known  heaters.  A com- 
plete workshop  is  conducted  in  the 
rear  of  the  salesroom,  equipped  with 
all  tools  and  materials  for  plumbing. 
Heating  or  steamfitting  supplies  are  at 
hand,  so  that  work  is  always  promptly 
attended  to. 

Mr.  Hart  came  to  Fitchburg  some 
twenty-seven  years  ago,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  plumber  and  steamfitter 
in  this  city.  He  was  employed  at  it 
a number  of  years,  and  eighteen  years 
ago,  started  a small  shop  on  Putnam 
street.  From  his  well-known  head- 
quarters on  Main  street,  he  has  di- 
rected an  increasing  number  of  trans- 
actions in  the  past  seventeen  years, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  soundest 
and  most  reliable  men  in  this  branch 
of  industry. 

Mr.  Hart  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Merchants’  Association, 
and  lends  his  Influence  and  support 
to  all  movements  that  promise  the 
welfare  of  this  community. 


James  J.  Phelan,  the  undertaker  at 
156  Water  street,  had  both  of  these  re- 
commendations when  he  started  in 
business  here  in  June,  1901.  He  took 
the  business  which  had  been  in  exist- 
ence about  a quarter  of  a century, 
conducted  at  first  by  T.  J.  Butler,  and 
then  by  his  widow,  and  though  the 
trade  of  the  old  concern  had  been 
allowed  to  lapse  to  some  extent  in 
later  years,  it  had  the  prestige  of  be- 
ing an  old  stand,  known  to  one  or  two 
generations, 

Mr.  Phelan  came  here  from  Lowell, 
where  he  had  been  employed  by  one 
of  the  best-known  undertakers  in  that 
city.  He  had  moreover  been  employed 
in  Bostox  and  is  a graduate  of  the 
United  States  College  of  Embalming 
of  New  York.  Thus  his  qualifications 
for  obtaining  prominence  in  his  chosen 
field  were  complete,  and  he  has  since 
demonstrated  his  scientific  ability  in 
anatomical  embalming,  his  tact  and 
courtesy  in  attending  to  mourners,  and 
his  readiness  and  enterprise  in  mak- 
ing all  arrangements,  so  that  the  be- 
reaved ones  are  not  troubled  with  un- 
necessary details  in  their  time  of  sor- 
row and  loss. 

Undertaking  furnishings  are  kept  on 
hand  at  the  office  and  warerooms  on 
Water  street,  and  appropriate  rolling 
stock  is  provided  for  simple  or  elabor- 
'ate  ceremonies. 

Prayer  books,  rosaries  and  other 
religious  books  and  articles  are 
kept  on  hand,  also  stationery,  and 
’he  ware-rooms  of  Mr.  Phelan  are 
"mong  the  best  known  in  this 
neighborhood. 

Mr.  Phelan  is  a sexton  at  St. 
Bernard’s  church  and  in  charge  at 
the  6.30  o’clock  mass;  he  is  finan- 
cial secretary  of  the  Eagles,  a position 
he  held  a number  of  years  for  the 
A.  O.  H.  He  is  also  a member  of  the 
Foresters,  Workmen,  and  Sheridan 
Club,  and  in  addition  to  his  position 
as  one  of  the  leading  undertakers  in 
this  city,  is  known  as  a citizen  who 
interests  himself  in  community  affairs 
and  encourages  all  projects  that  will 
benefit  this  municipality. 


JAMES  J.  PHELAN 

Undertaker  and  Embalmer  Who  Has  Old 
Established  Business  on  Water  Street 

The  trade  of  an  undertaking  concern 
Is  very  slowly  built  up  unless  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  business  has  undoubted 
recommendations,  or  succeeds  to  some 
old  establishment. 


DR.  J.  N.  CARRIERE 

A Franco-American  Professional  Man  Who 
Has  Made  His  Mark  in  Fitchburg 

Dr.  Carriere  was  born  at  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba,  in  1878.  He  passed  his 
early  years  in  British  Columbia,  and 
came  to  Worcester  with  his  parents  in 
1890.  He  graduated  from  the  Com- 
mercial Academy  at  Longueull,  Que- 
bec, in  1895,  and  entered  the  dental 
office  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Harpin  as  assistant 
in  1898. 

In  1899  he  entered  the  University  of 
Maryland  at  Baltimore,  from  which  he 
graduated  "cum  laude.”  During  his 
studies  at  that  university,  he  was  hon- 
ored with  the  post  of  chief  of  clinic, 
and  assistant  to  Prof.  J.  J.  Harri=,  and 
his  classmates  chose  him  to  make  the 
farewell  address. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  1902  at  Holyoke,  where  he 
was  very  successful  until  the  long 
strike  in  1903.  He  then  came  to 
Fitchburg,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  practice.  He  has  recently 
remodeled  his  office  in  the  Belding 
block  and  transformed  it  into  one  of 
the  best  equipped  dental  parlors  in 
the  city. 

In  1906  he  married  Miss  Victoria 
Moge  of  Worcester,  and  they  have  a 
charming  little  daughter,  Clarisse.  He 
Is  a member  of  the  Franco-American 
Foresters,  Catholic  Foresters,  X:  Psl 
Phi  Dental  Fraternity,  and  of  the  Fra- 
ternal Order  of  Eagles,  in  which  he 
has  taken  an  active  part.  The  famous 
Eagles’  field  day  in  June,  1909,  the 
grandest  demonstration  of  its  nature 
ever  seen  in  Fitchburg,  was  suggested 
and  largely  organized  by  him. 

Dr.  Carriere  has  been  actively  In- 
terested In  politics  for  several  years. 
He  was  a member  of  the  city  com- 
mittee of  the  Citizens’  party  two  years, 
and  In  1910  was  elected  to  the  com- 
mon council  from  Ward  5,  despite  the 
fact  that  there  are  only  about  40  Can- 
adian votes  in  that  district — a convinc- 
ing proof  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  by  the  citizens  of  Fitchburg.  He 
is  first  vice-president  of  the  Franco- 
American  Republican  club  of  Massa- 
chusetts, an  organization  having  a 
membership  of  800  of  the  leading 
Franco-Amerlcans  of  the  state. 

Dr.  Carriere  was  the  founder  and 
first  president  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception Credit  union,  a savings  Insti- 
tution among  the  members  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception  parish. 


JOHN  L.  BAILEY 

A Confectionery  Concern  That 
Makes  Highest  Grade  Goods 
and  Has  a Beautiful 
Store 

The  visitor  in  Fitchburg  marvels 
that  a city  of  its  size  should  support 


such  a hi.gh-class  confectionery  estab- 
lishment as  Ye  House  of  John  L. 
Bailey. 

It  is  an  illustration  of  Emerson’s 
axiom  that  "if  a man  make  a mouse- 
trap better  than  his  neighbor  the  pub- 
lic will  make  a beaten  track  through 
the  wilderness  to  his  door.” 

Certainly  quality  counts,  and  this 
has  never  been  more  soundly  exempli- 
fied in  this  community  than  by  the 
success  of  the  Bailey  confectionery 
business.  As  a maker  of  fine  choco- 
lates. there  is  no  concern  in  this  state 
— and  the  statement  might  include  this 
country — that  produces  more  delicious 
sweets  than  this  one.  The  heavy,  pure 
chocolate;  the  delightful  mixtures  that 
are  contained  in  the  chocolate  shells; 
the  bon-bons,  the  ice  cream,  candies 
and  caramels,  all  have  a distinctive 
taste  which  many  manufacturers  ad- 
vertise, but  which  few  produce. 

Hard  candies,  cocoanut  cakes,  and  a 
number  of  confections  that  are  unique 
with  this  concern  are  manufactured 
here,  and  the  quality  of  the  goods  is 
upheld  by  the  place  of  operation.  The 
making  of  the  candies  can  be  seen  from 
the  salesroom,  and  the  premises  dis- 
closed are  models  of  cleanliness  and 
neatness,  while  those  engaged  in  the 
work  are  related  to  their  surround- 
ings through  their  personal  trimness 
and  immaculate  attire. 

The  very  openness  with  which  these 
transactions  are  conducted  is  proof,  if 
proof  were  needed,  of  the  hygienic  and 
high-class  conditions  that  prevail.  The 
basement  of  the  building  is  used  for 
stock  and  shipments,  as  a large  whole- 
sale trade  is  also  done  by  this  house. 

If  one  were  not  acquainted  with  its 
history,  he  would  naturally  assume 
that  it  had  taken  years  to  attain  to 
the  reputation  and  patronage  this 
concern  now  has.  On  the  contrary, 
John  I,.  Bailey  located  in  Fitchburg 
Feb.  2,  1907,  taking  possession  of  the 
store  at  318  Main  street.  The  prem- 
ises had  been  occupied  by  a number  of 
tradesmen,  none  of  whom  had  any 
notable  success.  Mr.  Bailey  put  in 
attractive  fixtures,  panelled  and  paint- 
ed the  walls  and  ceilings,  and  through 
equipment  and  decorations  provided 
the  atmosphere  that  is  associated  with 
high-class  confectionery  shops. 

Then  he  offered  his  distinctive  con- 
fections, and  since  the  quality  of  them 
became  known,  he  has  had  an  in- 
creasing trade  which  places  him  not 
only  among  the  leaders  in  Fitchburg, 
but  among  the  country’s  foremost 
confectioners. 

Mr.  Bailey  comes  by  the  trade  of 
confectionery  naturally,  as  the  Bailey 
house,  founded  by  his  father  in  Man- 
chester. N.  H.,  In  1866,  and  later  con- 
ducted in  Lowell  and  Boston,  was  then 
one  of  the  best.  The  proprietor  of 
this  house  has  not  now,  nor  has  he  had 
any  connection  with  any  other  house, 
since  Mr.  Bailey,  his  father,  disposed 
of  his  business  in  Boston  in  1900. 

All  goods  sold  by  this  house  are 
manufactured  under  the  personal  su- 
pervision of  Mr.  Bailey. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  made  a remarkable 
success  of  his  business  since  locating 
in  Fitchburg,  and  hIs  fame  is  not  only 
an  asset  of  his  own  business,  but  re- 
flects credit  upon  our  city. 


CHARLES  JASSPON  & CO. 


Business  Man  Who  Has  Developed  Suc- 
cessful Business  From  Small  Beginning 
The  store  now  occupied  by  Charles 
Jasspon  & Co.,  17  Daniels  street.  Is 
the  result  of  a small  beginning  nearly 
twelve  years  ago.  Since  then  Mr.  Jass- 
pon has  been  located  In  the  Cleghom 


district,  and  by  square  dealing  and 
reasonable  prices  has  won  the  approval 
of  many  people  who  have  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  goods  and  the  value  they 
represent. 

Jasspon  & Co.,  formerly  occupied  up- 
stairs salesrooms,  but  last  year  took 
possession  of  the  store  occupied  by 
Jacques  Delisle  for  26  years;  and.  hav- 
ing a larger  capacity  and  a better  op- 
portunity for  showing  goods,  they  have 
greatly  increased  the  stock  and  added 
to  their  already  large  list  of  customers. 

Men’s  clothing  is  carried  in  guaran- 
teed makes,  the  quality  being  always 
expertly  selected  and  the  workmanship 
fully  warranted.  The  latest  styles  in 
colors,  textures  and  patterns  are  shown, 
and  men’s  furnishings,  hats,  caps,  etc., 
are  also  a feature  of  the  stock. 

Dry  goods,  fancy  articles,  men’s  and 
women’s  neckwear  are  specialties  to 
which  considerable  space  is  devoted, 
and  an  assortment  of  women’s  ready- 
to-wear  goods  gives  satisfaction  to 
traders  here. 

Two  clerks  are  employed,  and  a num- 
ber of  extras  on  Saturday  nights  or  in 
the  busy  seasons. 

Mr.  Jasspon  came  from  tVorcester, 
and  in  founding  his  business  gave  par- 
ticular attention  to  desirable  goods, 
which  he  sold  for  cash  or  credit  at  rea- 
sonable prices.  The  first  customers 
found  that  his  statements  regarding 
wearability  and  value  could  always  be 
depended  upon,  and  their  patronage 
and  recommendation  have  assisted  in 
his  expansion  and  success  until  in  his 
present  establishment  he  has  one  of 
the  most  complete  stocks  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  a clientele  that  regards  him 
as  a merchant  of  enterprising  and  up- 
right methods. 


GARDNER  K.  HUDSON 

Counselor  at  Law,  Been  Located 
in  His  Home  City,  Fitch- 
burg, Since  Year 
1903 

Gardner  K.  Hudson,  atttorney  and 
counselor  at  law,  with  office  in  the 
Park  building,  117  Main  street,  was 
born  in  Fitchburg  in  1875.  Though 
not  all  of  his  younger  years  were 


GARDNER  K.  HUDSON 


spent  in  this  city,  the  larger  part  of 
his  public  school  education  was  re- 
ceived here,  and  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Fitchburg  High  school  in 
1892.  He  was  graduated  from  Brown 
University  in  1896,  receiving  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  The  year  following  he  stud- 
ied political  science  at  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, and  was  graduated  from  the 
Harvard  Law  school,  LL.  B.,  in  1901. 
Mr.  Hudson  then  had  two  years’  ex- 
perience in  the  office  of  one  of  the 
leading  advocates  in  Worcester,  and 
in  1903  became  established  for  him- 
self in  his  home  city. 

Mr.  Hudson  was  a member  of  the 
common  council  here  for  three  years, 
and  was  the  city  solicitor,  1905-09. 

He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  fore- 
most practitioners  in  this  city,  and  by 
his  professional  attainments  and  sense 
of  civic  responsibility  has  won  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  legal  fra- 
ternity and  his  fellow-citizens. 
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UNION  MACHINE  COMPANY  I 

I 

I 

i 

Manufacturers  of  Paper-Making  Machinery  of  Highest  i 
Efficiency  and  Greatest  Serviceability 


The  Union  Machine  Co.  is  a Massa- 
chusetts corporation,  and  was  incor- 
porated in  the  year  1867  with  a capital 
stock  of  $60,000,  the  officers  being-  Fran- 
cis Sheldon,  president;  G.  C.  Burbank, 
treasurer;  S.  S.  Dow.  superintendent. 
They  commenced  business  by  the  man- 
ufacturing of  machine  tools,  and  doing 
general  repairs,  after  which  a wood- 
working department  -w’as  added. 

The  company  first  became  widely 
known  through  the  manufacture  of  the 
“Jucket  Steam  Fire  Engine,”  which 
was  introduced  in  1870,  and  carried  on 
for  about  two  j'ears,  when  it  was  given 
up,  and  the  manufacture  of  paper  ma- 
chinery of  all  kinds  begun,  which  busi- 
ness is  its  specialty  at  the  present  time. 

The  Union  Machine  Company  is  one 
of  those  organizations  that  long  ago 
marked  a path  for  Itself,  and  in  follow- 
ing it  has  gained  a supremacy  in  its 
particular  field,  which  gives  it  a nota- 
ble standing  wherever  paper  machinery 
is  used,  and.  brings  reflected  credit  upon 
the  city  of  Fitchburg,  where  its  plant 
is  located. 

There  are  but  a dozen  or  so  manufac- 
turers of  paper-mill  machinery  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  such  distinctive 
work  should  be  so  reputably  performed 
here  gives  this  city,  as  well  as  this 
company,  a desirable  prestige.  More- 


over, the  machinery  manufactured  by 
this  local  organization  has  long  had  a 
reputation  for  excellence  and  relia- 
bility in  competitive  markets,  and  this 
estimation  is  borne  out  by  the  fact 
that  its  machines  are  in  use  in  alt  parts 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
wherever  paper  is  made  extensively  in 
foreign  countries.  Large  shipments 
have  been  made  at  different  times  to 
Norway  and  other  European  coun- 
tries, and  notably  to  Japan  and  other 
parts  of  the  Orient. 

Bleach  Hoists,  Kollergangs,  Jordan 
Engines,  Pumps,  Stuff  Chests,  Four- 
drinier  and  Cylinder  Paper  Machines, 
are  the  products  to  which  this  com- 
pany devotes  its  facilities,  and  for 
heavy  and  high-speed  requirements, 
these  latter  t-wo  machines,  as  designed 
and  manufactured  by  the  Union  Ma- 
chine Company,  answer  the  most  mod- 
ern requirements.  They  are  construct- 
ed according  to  skillful  design  and  ac- 
curate patterns,  and  in  materials  used 
and  workmanship  employed,  under  ex- 
perienced supervision,  they  represent 
the  highest  efficiency  and  greatest  ser- 
viceability of  any  paper  machines  in 
the  market. 

This  high  standard  in  quality  has 
been  a matter  of  development,  ever 
since  the  Union  Machine  Company  was 


first  organized.  The  steam  Are  engines 
which  were  manufactured  soon  after 
the  company  was  organized  had  a repu- 
tation for  reliability  and  general  ex- 
cellence above  the  ordinary. 

In  1882,  ten  years  after  the  manu- 
facture of  paper-making  machinery 
was  begun,  the  plant  was  entirely  reno- 
vated and  new  equipment  added,  and 
since  then  such  machines  and  tools 
as  have  advanced  this  line  of  work 
have  been  introduced.  Within  the  past 
five  years,  practically  all  of  this  old 
machinery  has  been  replaced  by  much 
more  modern  and  heavier  tools.  At 
this  writing  there  are  but  few  machine 
tools  in  the  shop  that  were  there  ear- 
lier than  five  years  ago,  and  in  equip- 
ment, capacity,  and  product  the  com- 
pany stands  among  the  foremost  in 
this  country. 

The  plant  and  offices  are  located  at 
124  Water  street,  occupy  some  three 
acres  of  ground,  and  employ  from  50 
to  85  men.  The  officers  of  the  com- 
pany are  M.  A.  Crocker,  president: 
Emmons  Crocker,  treasurer;  Ernest  N. 
Daulton,  vice-president  and  manager; 
Rodney  Derby,  assistant  treasurer. 

The  present  treasurer,  Mr.  Crocker, 
was  secretary  of  the  company  in  1886, 
four  years  later  was  made  general 
manager  and  superintendent,  and  in 


1891  succeeded  the  late  Samuel  E. 
Crocker  as  treasurer.  Mr.  Crocker  has 
been  the  responsible  head  of  the  busi- 
ness the  past  tw'cnty  years,  and  has 
been  the  promoter  of  some  of  the  most 
progressive  movements  of  the  com- 
pany. He  is  also  treasurer  of  the 
Union  Screen  Plate  Co.  and  of  the 
Union  Foundry  Co.,  both  of  which  con- 
cerns were  formerly  operated  under  the 
name  of  the  Union  Machine  Company, 
but  are  now  distinct  and  separate  com- 
panies, each  doing  a business  which 
would  compare  favorably  in  volume 
with  the  Union  Machine  Co.,  which 
goes  to  prove  that  the  separate  organ- 
ization of  either  of  these  departments 
was  a move  in  the  right  direction. 

The  Union  Foundry  Company  fur- 
nishes the  Union  Machine  Company 
with  iron  castings,  and  the  Union 
Screen  Plate  Company  furnishes  the 
Union  Machine  Company  with  brass 
and  composition  castings. 

The  Union  Screen  Plate  Company  is 
widely  known  for  the  manufacture  of 
screen  plates,  a full  account  of  which 
will  be  found  below. 

The  Union  Foundry  Company  does  a 
general  foundry  business  and  furnishes 
iron  castings  to  a large  number  of  local 
concerns  and  other  mills  and  machine 
shops  in  this  vicinity. 


UNION  MACHINE  CO. 


UNION  FOUNDRY  CO. 


UNION  SCREEN  PLATE  COMPANY 


Largest  Screen  Plate  Manufacturing  Concern  in  the 

World  is  Fitchburg  Plant 


To  obtain  supremacy  in  any  line  is 
naturally  the  ambition  of  any  concern 
aspiring  to  development  and  success. 
Yet  in  these  days  of  keen  competition 
the  majority  must  be  content  with  less 
than  the  complete  attainment  of  their 
hopes.  That  one  Fitchburg  concern, 
however,  has  gone  beyond  mediocrity 
and  taken  a foremost  position  in  the 
industrial  world,  is  evidenced  by  the 
Union  Screen  Plate  company,  the  laig- 
est  producer  of  screen  plates  in  the 
world,  having  a finely  equipped  plant  on 
Water  street  in  conjunction  with  the 
Union  Machine  company,  and  a dupli- 
cate plant  in  Lenoxville, . Que. 


The  Company  is  the  manufacturer 
of  “Union  Bronze”  and  rolled  brass 
screen  plates,  and  wherever  pulp  or 
paper  machinery  is  operated,  these 
screen  plates  are  necessary.  As  the 
plates  made  by  the  Union  Company  are 
known  for  high-grade  material  and 
workmanship,  they  have  a demand 
over  all  other  plates  manufactured  in 
this  country,  and  in  filling  these  orders 
the  output  reaches  a volume  that  sur- 
passes the  production  of  any  other 
similar  industry. 

The  business  of  making  screen  plates 
was  formerly  conducted  by  the  Union 
Machine  company,  but  on  the  organiza- 


tion of  the  Union  Screen  Plate  Co., 
January  1,  1903,  all  the  screen  plate 
machinery,  tools  and  other  equipment 
of  the  Union  Machine  Co.,  and  of  E.  J. 
Welch  & Co.,  were  purchased,  and  with 
additions  and  improvements,  the  Union 
Screen  Plate  company  has  one  of  the 
finest  organized  and  most  complete 
plants  in  the  United  States. 

Foreign  territory  as  weil  as  our  own 
states  are  reached.  Canada  is  supplied 
from  the  duplicate  plant  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  and  plates  are  ex- 
ported to  European,  Asiatic  and  South 
American  countries — a notable  achieve- 
ment when  the  nature  and  strength 


of  foreign  competition  is  considered. 

The  present  officers  are  E.  J.  Welch,, 
president;  Emmons  Crocker,  treasurer; 
Arthur  S.  Morse,  secretary  and  assist- 
ant treasurer;  Edwin  S.  Babbitt  and 
L.  V.  Welch,  sales  agents. 

All  these  men  have  had  experience 
in  industrial  affairs  and  are  expert  in 
the  production  and  distribution  of 
screen  plates.  They  give  to  this  busi- 
ness united  and  loyal  efforts,  indus- 
trious and  judicious  enterprise,  by 
which  the  company’s  supremacy  will 
long  be  maintained  with  credit  to  our 
city,  the  Union  Snaceh  Plate  company,, 
and  its  present  ac^minlstration. 
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ORSWELL  MILLS 

One  of  the  Most  Complete  Yarn  Manufacturing 
Plants  in  Our  City  Has  High  Reputation 


The  person  who  takes  a pleasure  in 
his  tasks  is  the  one  who  performs 
them  most  creditably  and  satisfac- 
torily. Thus  the  employer  or  corpo- 
ration that  provides  wholesome  condi- 
tions, modern  facilities  and  surroun- 
dings conducive  to  contentment  and 
development,  has  equipped  himself 
with  one  of  the  best  assets  for  a suc- 
cessful business. 


ORSWELL  MILLS 


In  the  organization  of  the  Orswell 
Mills,  this  asset  was  most  soundly  in- 
corporated, and  in  the  years  that  have 
succeeded  the  wisdom  of  the  plan  has 
been  demonstrated.  The  mills  have 
been  operated  almost  without  inter- 
ruption. There  has  been  no  friction 
between  employers  and  employees,  and 
the  harmony  of  relations,  combined 
with  the  facilities  and  equipment  at 


their  disposal,  has  resulted  in  expand- 
ing operations  and  an  increased  pro- 
duction, which  in  quantity  and  quality 
gives  the  mills  a high  and  sound  repu- 
tation in  textile  circles. 

As  manufacturers  of  fine  cotton 
yarns,  the  Orswell  Mills  have  transac- 
tions in  the  staple  most  generally  used 
in  the  cotton  plants  of  New  England. 
American,  Egyptian  and  Sea  Island 


cottons  furnish  the  material  for  the 
yarns,  which  in  texture,  evenness  and 
durability  reach  the  highest  standard 
of  excellence. 

The  equipment  comprises  40,000  spin- 
dles, and  some  350  people  are  em- 
ployed. The  mills,  located  on  River 
street,  are  one  of  the  most  inviting  ap- 
pearing industrial  plants  in  our  city. 
A broad  lawn  interposes  between  the 
street  and  building,  so  that  air  and 
light  are  plentiful,  and  there  is  an  air  of 
freedom  often  lacking  when  blocks  are 
erected  close  to  one  another  or  have 
no  outlook  upon  anything  attractive. 

The'  mills  are  of  brick  construction, 
four  stories  high,  and  with  a length  of 
51 7 feet  and  depth  of  78  feet,  they  pro- 
vide an  area  of  161,304  square  feet,  be- 
side the  engine  and  boiler  house  and 
a commodious  storehouse  in  the  rear, 
while  two  towers,  seventy  feet  high, 
ornamental  to  the  front,  break 
the  monotony  generally  characteristic 
of  a factory. 

The  plant  is  operated  wholly  by  steam 
power,  and  a fifteen  hundred  horse- 
power engine  is  used.  Every  part  of 
the  equipment  of  the  mills  was  provi- 
ded for  utility  and  economy,  in  order 
that  labor  might  be  performed  most 
efficiently  and  promptly,  and  with  re- 
sults beneficial  to  the  employees  as 
well  as  the  management. 

Such  administration  has  had  the 
successful  effect  that  might  have  been 
expected.  Its  products  of  fine  yarns 
have  almost  annually  had  a wider 
market  and  more  appreciative  demand, 
so  that  they  are  now  sold  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  United  States  where 
cotton  is  manufactured. 

The  Orswell  Mills  were  erected  in 
1886,  and  the  first  spinning  was  done 
in  May  of  that  year.  The  founders  of 
the  company  were  W.  M.  Orswell,  pres- 
ident, and  W.  F.  Stiles,  treasurer.  The 
late  C.  T.  Crocker  was  president  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  The  Orswell  Mills 
is  one  of  Fitchburg’s  soundest  and 
strongest  industrial  enterprises,  and  the 
fairness  and  justice  with  which  it  la 
conducted  gives  its  operatives  a sense 
of  loyalty  and  straightforwardness 
that  is  not  only  effective  for  the  com- 
pany, but  also  to  make  them  better  ci- 
tizens generally  and  most  desirable 
residents  of  this  municipality. 


FORD  & LYON 

A Fitchburg  Concern  Which  Has  One  of  the 

Any  Part  of  New  England 


Finest  Garages  in 


GARAGE  OF  FORD  & LYON 


To  be  eminent  in  any  sort  of  busi- 
ness is  a most  desirable  reputation,  but 
in  the  automobile  trade,  which  is  a com- 
paratively new  one,  there  has  been  so 
much  building  and  progressiveness  that 
it  takes  especial  initiative  and  enter- 
prise to  be  a leader.  Yet  such  is  the 
prestige  won  by  a Fitchburg  concern. 
Ford  & Lyon,  proprietors  of  the  garage 
at  the  corner  of  Elm  and  Prichard 
streets. 

The  building,  which  was  erected  by 
this  firm,  is  generally  considered  the 
finest  in  New  England,  being  a fire- 
proof structure  of  two  floors,  with 
sightly  brick  exterior,  concrete  floors, 
and  asbestos  ceilings,  and  a capacity 
of  23,000  square  feet. 

The  firm  took  possession  of  these 
premises  in  January,  1909,  and  soon 
after  began  an  extension  of  the  build- 
ing, which  doubled  Its  capacity,  and 
was  ready  for  occupancy  in  April  of 
the  following  year. 

The  floor  allows  space  for  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy- five  cars.  A workroom  and 
supply  shop  is  maintained  on  the  sec- 
ond floor,  while  such  conveniences  as 
waiting  rooms,  an  extensive  office,  toi- 
let apartments  and  lavatories,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  general  plan. 

The  Maxwell,  Columbia,  and  Ram- 
bler, are  the  cars  sold  here,  and  one  or 
more  of  these  makes  is  always  on  the 
floor  so  that  a demonstration  may  be 
promptly  made.  The  firm  is  one  of  the 
oldest  established  automobile  dealers 
In  this  city,  a.nd  this  fact,  added  to  a 
general  know'  ’dge  of  all  makes  of  cars, 
is  proof  that  .Ye  machines  they  carry 


have  been  selected  for  special  reasons. 

The  Maxwell,  one  of  the  lower-priced 
cars,  has  been  used  satisfactorily  for 
many  seasons,  and  is  known  for  its  re- 
liability and  low  cost  of  up-keep. 

The  Rambler  is  one  of  the  handsom- 
est designed  cars  that  is  assembled, 
and  the  Columbia  is  a vehicle  that  has 
particularly  smooth  and  easy  riding 
qualities. 

This  firm  is  also  the  heaviest  deal- 
er in  automobile  supplies  and  acces- 
sories in  our  city,  handling  tires,  horns, 
speedometers,  lights,  and  different  parts 
of  machines,  so  that  new  parts  can  be 
secured  here,  or  repair  or  reconstruc- 
tion work  can  be  done  effectively  and 
immediately,  facts  appreciated  by  vis- 
iting autoists  as  well  as  by  owners  in 
this  city. 

Only  skilled  men  are  employed,  so 
that  in  repair  work,  or  In  the  housing 
of  machines,  the  operations  necessary 
for  their  good  condition  are  trust- 
worthily  done. 

In  all  some  sixteen  people  are  em- 
ployed, and  all  transactions  are  super- 
vised by  E.  C.  Ford.  Mr.  Ford  has  been 
in  the  automobile  business  for  the  past 
eight  years,  and  has  developed  con- 
sistently as  automobile  traffic  became 
more  popular  and  widespread.  He 
was  formerly  located  in  the  rear  of  the 
Fitchburg  Hotel.  In  October,  1908,  the 
partnership  between  him  and  R.  B. 
Lyon  was  formed,  after  which  came  the 
building  of  this  new  block,  and  the  ex- 
pansion in  trade  which  its  facilities 
allowed. 

The  purchase  of  and  large  invest- 
ment in  their  present  property  shows 


their  confidence  in  the  automobile  busi- 
ness, and  the  opportunities  that  Fitch- 
burg offers. 

That  they  have  an  establishment 


which  is  noted  in  the  East  for  its  com- 
pleteness and  amplitude  is  most  cred- 
itable to  our  city,  as  well  as  to  its 
progressive  proprietors. 
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THE  FITCHBURG 

PUBLIC  MARKET 

Highest  Development  of  Modern 
Methods  as  Applied  to  the 
Meat  and  Grocery 
Business 

For  many  years  the  site  of  the  Fitch 
burg  Public  Market,  at  497  Main 
street,  near  River  street,  has  been 
known  as  a favorite  trading  place 


among  the  buyers  for  households  in  a 
large  part  of  the  city.  Twenty-two 
years  ago,  Charles  H.  Watson  bought 
the  meat  business  of  W.  W.  Lamb,  and 
a little  later  added  to  it  the  grocery 
business  formerly  owned  by  Kelley 
Brothers.  He  maintained  the  prestige 
of  both  under  the  new  arrangement, 
and  by  alert  and  conscientious  methods, 
added  materially  to  the  volume  of 
transactions. 

But  the  greatest  step  in  advance  ha? 
been  of  recent  occurrence,  when  the 
old  building  was  removed  to  make 
room  for  a structure  specially  designed 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  busi- 
ness, in  which  is  installed  the  most 
perfect  automatic  refrigerating  plant 
it  is  possible  to  procure,  as  well  as  the 
latest  improvement  in  accounting  and 
delivering  systems. 

With  this  equipment  the  market  is 
able  to  keep  in  the  most  attractive  and 
sanitary  condition  its  large  and  care- 
fully selected  stock  of  meats  of  all 
kinds,  fresh  and  salt  fish,  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  etc.  Under  glass,  in 
cases  allowing  convenient  inspection, 
with  the  temperature  and  atmospheric 
conditions  in  each  at  the  ideal  point 
for  effectiveness  in  preservation,  is  al- 
ways to  be  seen  everything  desirable 
for  the  table  of  the  customer  who  be- 
lieves in  the  plain  diet  of  the  simple 
life,  or  that  of  him  who  must  have  all 
the  delicacies.  The  selling  and  deliv- 
ering organization  is  no  less  creditable 
than  the  equipment. 

Charles  H.  Watson,  who  has  built  up 
and  directed  this  business,  has  been  a 
resident  of  Fitchburg  more  than  25 
years,  and  had  previous  experience  in 
Boston.  He  has  served  two  years  in 
the  city  government,  is  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  Merchants' 
Association,  and  is  a public-spirited 
citizen  as  well  as  a successful  mer- 
chant. 


H.  T.  ESTABROOK 

A Leading  Bookseller,  Stationer 
and  Art  Dealer  of 
Worcester 
North 

Henry  T,  Estabrook  Is  a native  of 
Grafton,  Worcester  county,  Massachu- 
setts. At  the  age  of  14  he  entered  mer- 
cantile life,  but  one  year  later  aban- 
doned it  to  learn  the  shoe  business  in 
Marlboro,  going  thence,  some  years 
later,  to  Nashua,  N.  H.,  to  engage  in 
the  same  line  of  activity  with  his 
brother.  His  health  falling,  he  moved 
to  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  remaining 


there  twelve  years,  and  building  up  a 
successful  book,  stationery  and  art 
business.  Settling  in  Fitchburg  eighteen 
years  ago,  he  engaged  in  the  same  line 
of  business,  in  which  his  store  has  long 
been  a leader  in  Worcester  county. 

During  the  first  15  years  in  Fitch- 
burg, Mr.  Estabrook  occupied  a large 
store  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  where 
he  merited  and  enjoyed  the  good-wiii 
and  patronage  of  people  of  this  city 
and  vicinity,  which  has  continued  to 
increase  from  the  beginning.  His  pres- 
ent store  is  at  15  B.ossom  street,  in  a 
more  central  location,  and  bright,  at- 


tractiv'e,  and  well  adapted  to  his  busi- 
ness. 

A distinguishing  feature  of  Mr.  Esta- 
brook's  stock  is  a selected  line  of  pic- 
tures in  oils  and  water  colors,  prints, 
pastels,  etchings  and  engravings.  In 
all  there  is  unusual  value,  and  special 
care  is  taken  to  guard  against  pictures 
which  might  prove  undesirabie. 

Mr.  Estabrook  takes  just  pride  in 
his  large  stock  of  stationery,  as  well 
as  its  varied  character.  It  includes 
writing  papers  for  business  and  private 
correspondence,  blank  books,  ledgers, 
journals,  cash  and  rec- 
ord books.  All  kinds  of 
office  supplies  which 
come  within  the  sta- 
tioners trade,  may  be 
found,  such  as  legal 
blanks,  loose  leaf  and 
other  memoranda,  and 
a large  variety  of  arti 
cles  in  daily  use  in 
homes,  schools,  and 
places  of  business. 

The  line  of  mouldings 
is  of  a variety  and 
value  seidom  found  even 
in  places  many  times 
the  size  of  Fitchburg,  a 
few  being  the  new 
bronzes,  veneers,  ma- 
hogany, ebony,  and 
other  woods,  suited  to 
any  picture.  Correct  and 
artistic  framing  is  a 
line  of  work  in  which 
Mr.  Estabrook  deserved- 
ly has  a reputation  sec- 
ond to  none.  Two  essen- 
tials have  contributed  to 
this  result  — excellence 
of  materials  and  a high 
character  of  workman- 
ship in  every  detaii. 

Fancy  articles,  novelties,  post  cards 
and  albums,  artists’  materials,  and 
souvenirs  are  smaller,  but  very  useful 
articles  without  reference  to  which  a 
description  of  the  stock  would  be  far 
from  complete. 

In  all  these  departments,  it  is  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  city  to  have  access  to 
a stock  so  carefully  selected  for  ma- 
terial, appearance,  and  applicability  to 
the  use  intended. 

The  street  floor  is  devoted  exclusive 
ly  to  stock  in  trade,  and  the  basement 
entirely  to  a workshop  for  picture 
framing. 

The  people  of  Fitchburg  and  vicinity 
were  quick  to  recognize  in  Mr.  Esta- 
brook a business  man  whose  ability 
and  integrity  are  unquestioned.  They 
have  learned  with  years  that  their  early 
judgments  were  correct,  and  their  con- 
fidence not  misplaced,  the  best  proof  of 
which  is  their  continued  patronage  and 
his  constant  growth  in  business  pop- 
ularity. 

A visit  to  his  store  is  suggested. 


D.  DELORME 

Auto  and  Carriage  Painter  Who 
Deals  in  Vehicles  of 
All  Kinds 

In  every  city  certain  neighborhoods 
become  identified  with  certain  lines  of 


business,  and  the  trade  of  that  class 
naturally  gravitates  toward  them. 
We  have  an  example  of  it  in  Fitchburg, 
as  certain  Lunenburg  street  property 
has  iong  been  used  for  carriage  trad- 
ing and  manufacturing,  and  the  repu- 
tation that  was  achieved  in  earlier 
days  is  fuliy  maintained  by  the  con- 
cerns that  are  now  in  operatior 

Prominent  among  them  is  the  car- 
riage and  auto-painting  house  of  D. 
Deiorme,  1C6  Lunenburg  street,  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  shops  in  the  city, 
and  the  scene  of  all  sorts  of  vehicle 
transactions. 

Mr.  Delorme  has  been  a carriage 
worker  in  our  city  for  thirty , years, 
and  was  employed  by  A.  A.  Holt  at 
his  Lunenburg  street  establishment 
for  twenty-one  years.  This  period 
of  service  gives  an  idea  of  the  stead- 
fastness and  ability  of  Mr.  Deiorme. 
As  proprietor  of  his  own  business  for 
the  past  four  years,  he  has  demon- 
strated his  thoroughness  in  his  indus- 
try, and  his  enterprise  as  a business 
man. 

Automobile  painting  has  been  given 
especial  attention,  and  in  order  that 
these  machines  could  be  easily  driven 
into  the  shop,  Mr.  Delorme  removed 
his  shop  to  the  ground  floor,  where 
there  is  plenty  of  room  in  which  to 
handle  the  largest  car.  The  painting 
or  decoration  of  these  vehicles  is  ex- 
pertly done,  and  they  are  re-assembled 
perfectly,  if  they  have  to  be  taken 
apart. 

Carriage  and  sign  painting  is  quite 
as  painstakingly  performed,  as  two 
competent  men  are  employed,  and 
several  extra  ones  in  the  riding  season. 


Rubber  tires  are  applied  at  reason- 
able prices,  and  high-grade  carriages 
and  sleighs  are  kept  on  hand  for  sale 
or  exchange.  Farm  wagons  and  dump- 
carts  are  also  dealt  in,  and  the  prices 
are  very  reasonable. 

Mr.  Delorme,  as  previously  men- 
tioned, has  had  a thorough  and  ex- 
tended experience  in  the  carriage  and 
painting  business.  He  has  a particu- 
larly well-known  location  on  Lunen- 
burg street,  and  the  high  quality  of 
his  workmanship  has  made  him  known 
as  one  of  our  leading  industrial  men, 
whose  success  has  been  earned  by 
ability  and  integrity. 

He  has  telephone  connections,  both 
at  his  shop  and  residence. 


MODERN  FIRE  APPARATUS 

Fitchburg  is  entering  upon  the  era 
of  motor-propelied  fire-fighting  appar- 
atus. and  in  this  way  its  fire  depart- 
ment will  be  able  to  maintain  its  proud 


record  of  efficiency,  which  has  for  years 
been  admittediy  very  ciose  to  the  top 
in  the  entire  country,  as  is  shown  by 
the  annual  report  of  the  national  fire 
underwriters. 

There  has  been  ordered  for  delivery 
in  March,  a motor-propelled  combin- 
ation hose  wagon  and  chemical  engine 
of  great  power  and  range  of  service.  It 
will  be  stationed  at  the  central  "fire 
station  on  Oliver  street,  and  a com- 
pany of  four  permanent  men  will  be 
assigned  to  man  it.  This  apparatus 
will  be  called  upon  to  answer  all 
alarms,  and  by  its  ability  to  reach  the 
scene  of  trouble  quickly,  many  a fire, 
nhich  otherwise  might  result  in  a bad 
loss,  wil.  be  extinguished  in  its  infancy. 

'I  imothy  F.  Murnane,  chief  of  the 
fire  department,  is  a firm  believer  in 
the  modern  method,  which  replaces 
horses  with  motor  ladder  trucks  and 
wagons.  In  his  recent  annual  report 
he  recommends  that  all  apparatus 
hereafter  purchased  by  the  city  be 
mechanically  propelled,  and  his  argu- 
ment is  that  such  apparatus  is  more 
economical  and  efficient. 

A low  per  capita  fire  loss  rate  is  a 
valuable  asset  of  a community.  A big 
fire  has  never  hit  Fitchburg,  and  the 
heads  of  the  local  department  realize 
that  the  only  way  to  keep  the  situation 
in  hand  is  to  keep  ever  ahead  of  it  in 
the  personnel  of  the  department  and 
in  its  equipment. 


MISSES  A.  C.  & V.  C.  HENAULT 

A Well-Known  Millinery  Establishment 
Under  New  and  Successful 
Management 

One  of  the  most  attractive  windows 
in  the  shopping  district  is  that  of  the 
popular  millinery  establishrnent  of  the 
Misses  Henault  at  197  Main  street. 
Soon  after  their  succession  to  the  well- 
known  and  long  established  business 
of  Madame  Forest,  alterations  to  the 
building  then  occupied,  compelled  re- 
moval to  a new  location.  As  is  often 
the  case,  this  forced  move  proved  a 
blessing  in  disguise,  for  while  it  de- 
prived them  of  the  advantage  of  the 
familiar  stand,  it  gave  them  a freshly 
fitted  and  more  pleasing  store,  where, 
their  abidty  is  afforded  a better  oppor- 
tunity for  displaJ^  Here  they  have  an 
equipment  of  showcases,  etc.,  permit- 
ting the  most  attractive  arrangement 
of  a large  stock,  as  well  as  the  work 


and  reception  rooms  necessary  to  the 
practice  of  their  art. 

In  their  former  connections  their 
ability  as  designers  of  headwear,  both 
fashionable  and  becoming.  Triad  been 
demonstrated,  and  as  pr-oprletors  of 
their  own  establishment  they  have 
added  to  their  reputation'.  They  are 
now  able  to  make  their  own  selection 
of  the  materials  best  adapted  to  their 
trade,  and  to  know  that  their  ideas  will 
not  fall  in  execution  to  measure  up  to 
their  conception.  Their  clientele  is 
one  that  any  firm  might  'well  be  proud 
of,  and  it  is  especially  creditable  to  a 
new  organization. 

The  Misses  Henault  are  in  a position 
to  assure  their  patrons  that  whatever 
is  desirable  in  the  latest  modes  will 
be  found  on  exhibition  in  their  parlors, 
both  in  trimmed  goods  and  in  the  ma- 
terials that  their  trained  employees, 
under  the  supervision  of  artists  in 
their  line,  will  comtiine  into  crea- 
tions in  which  the  v 'Carers  may  take 
the  greatest  satisfacf.iin. 


MARKET  AT  497  MAIN  STREET 


LOOKING  FROM  MAIN  STREET  OUT  HARTWELL  TO  PRICHARD  STREET 
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How  Fitchburg  People  Worship  — A Sketch  of 

the  City’s  Religious  Forces 
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The  full  measure  of  the  life  of  a 
community  is  not  revealed  by  the  sta- 
tistics of  its  industrial  or  commercial 
achievements.  There  is  something  yet 


lacking  when  the  story  of  its  devotion 
to  the  arts  and  sciences  has  been 
added.  It  is  only  when  an  insight  is 
gained  to  its  attitude  in  relation  to  re- 
ligious interests  that  the  picture  is 
complete,  and  means  are  at  hand  for 
an  estimate  of  its  desirability  as  a 
place  of  residence  for  one  who  demands 
congenial  associations  and  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  something  for  the  better- 
ment of  humanity  as  well  as  a mere 
income. 

The  religious  history  of  Fitchburg  is 
much  like  that  of  any  typical  New 
England  town,  especially  in  Massachu- 
setts. It  begins  with  the  time  when 
the  Congregational  church  was  the 
state  church,  and  the  town  maintained 
public  worship,  furnishing  the  church 
building  and  paying  the  minister’s  sal- 
ary; but  the  day  was  approaching  when 
the  evolution  of  religious  thought 
would  make  such  a system  impossible 
in  America.  The  period  leading  to  dis- 
establishment was  difficult,  end  natur- 
ally was  marked  by  unpleasant  feeling 
between  the  denominations,  which  was 
long  in  dying  out,  but  served,  perhaps, 
to  increase  the  disposition  to  sacri- 
fice of  each  body  of  believers,  that  the 
true  faith,  which  it  was  sure  it  alone 
possessed,  might  be  represented  in  the 
growing  town. 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  the  result  was 
that  the  town  was  well  provided  with 
both  houses  of  worship  and  varieties  of 
doctrinal  belief,  so  that  all  comers 
might  find  congenial  companionship. 
For  many  years  the  Influx  of  popula- 
tion was  almost  wholly  of  Protestant 
connections;  but  about  1840  Roman 
Catholics  began  to  be  numerous  enough 
to  demand  recognition,  and  in  1847, 
their  first  parish,  St.  Bernard's,  was  or- 
ganized. From  that  time  their  growth 
has  been  very  rapid,  since  much  of  the 
immigration  to  this  part  of  the  country 
has  been  of  nationalities  whose  fidelity 
to  that  church  has  been  one  of  their 
chief  glories. 

The  story  of  the  rise  of  each  denom- 
ination has  been  told  by  its  own  his- 
torian; that  of  the  effect  of  each  upon 
the  others  and  of  the  many  causes  con- 
tributing to  present  conditions  is  too 
serious  an  undertaking  for  the  purpose 
of  this  article.  When  some  author 


arises  with  a mind  free  from  partisan 
proclivities,  yet  sympathetic  with  hu- 
man frailties  in  matters  of  belief,  he 
will  have  a field  for  an  interesting 


study.  The  present  and  a little  of  the 
future  is  enough  for  us. 

There  are  in  Fitchburg  today  23  re- 
ligious organizations  meeting  for  wor- 
ship in  their  own  buildings,  and  four 
or  five  others  not  yet  arrived  at  that 
stage.  Of  the  former  class,  six  are 
Roman  Catholic,  five  Congregational, 
three  Baptist,  three  Methodist  Episco- 
pal, two  Lutheran,  and  one  each,  Pro- 
testant Episcopal,  Unitarian,  Unlver- 
salist  and  Jewish. 

In  the  second  iist  we  find  Christian 
Science,  Berean  (Adventist),  Seventh 
Day  Adventist,  Pentecostal  Church  of 
the  Nazarene,  Spiritualist,  and  Sweden- 
borglan.  In  this  class  are  usually  var- 
ious tentative  schemes  of  more  or  less 
promise. 

The  Roman  Catholic  churches,  with 
nearly  20,000  adherents,  head  the  list 
numerically.  The  Parish  of  Christ 
Church  (Protestant  Episcopal)  enrols 
nearly  1800.  The  Congregational 
churches  have  in  the  neighborhood  of 
1300  members  in  full  communion,  which 
means  an  adhering  population  of  per- 
haps 5000.  A similar  computation  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  churches 
shows  about  800  members  and  a total 
of  2400.  The  Baptist  churches  have 
about  700  members,  or  over  2000  by  the 
other  method.  The  denominations  of 
lesser  size  have  affiliated  with  them 
about  as  follows:  Unlversalist,  1500; 
Unitarian,  550;  Lutheran,  500;  Chris- 
tian Science,  250;  Pentecostal,  250;  He- 
brew, 250;  Spiritualist,  125. 

This  shows  a total  of  about  33,000, 
and  leaves  unconnected  with  any  re- 
ligious organization  about  5000.  This 
may  be  accounted  for  in  part  by  large 
atheistic  sentiment  among  the  German 
and  Finnish  population,  and  by  es- 
sential atheism  among  the  population 
springing  from  other  sources,  where 
cases  are  plentiful  of  from  one  to  sev- 
eral generations  of  failure  to  assume 
any  religious  connection. 

Another  method  of  arriving  at  the  re- 
lative standing,  although  /lot  to  be  too 
strictly  followed  owing  f,  o differences 
in  time  of  establishmenv  and  circum- 
stances of  adherents,  is^  by  the  pro- 
perty owned.  The  assessors’  list  of 
property  exempt  from  taxat-,  n,  because 
held  for  religious  purposes,  iredlts  the 


different  denominations  with  the  fol- 
lowing amounts: 


Roman  Catholic  $372,350 

Congregational  196,600 

Protestant  Episcopal  100,950 

Baptist  90,100 

Methodist  Episcopal  41,300 

Unitarian  35,050 

Universalist  28,400 

Lutheran  15.000 

•Tewish  5,550 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  51,550 


$836,850 

The  town  church  of  the  first  settlers 
has  two  direct  descendants — the  First 
Parish  (Unitarian)  and  the  Calvinis- 
tic  Congregational.  The  former  has  a 
building  dating  from  1837,  standing  at 
the  head  of  the  upper  common,  and 
representing  a type  of  architecture 
which  is  becoming  too  rare;  its  chapel 
is  of  more  modern  construction.  The 
"C.  C.”  church,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  is  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Rollstone  streets,  with  its  third  build- 
ing, of  brown  sandstone,  dedicated  in 
1897;  its  large  chapel  is  of  earlier  date. 
From  the  C.  C.  church  sprang  the  Roll- 
stone  Congregational  church  in  1868, 
and  its  gothic  edifice  stands- on  Main 
street  near  the  passenger  station.  This 
denomination  also  has  German,  Swed- 
ish and  Finnish  churches,  each  with 
its  own  building.  The  First  Baptist 
church,  organized  in  1831,  dedicated  its 
present  building  at  299  Main  street  in 
1854,  and  has  since  added  a commo- 
dious chapel.  It  is  the  parent  of  the 
Highland  Baptist  church  on  Cedar 
street,  organized  in  1891,  and  the  Beth 
Eden  Baptist  church  on  Ashburnham 
street.  West  Fitchburg,  organized  in 
1893. 

The  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  was  formed  in  1834,  and  in  1888 
dedicated  its  present  house  of  worship 
at  the  corner  of  Fox  and  Elm  streets. 
A second  church  of  this  denomination 
has  had  its  home  on  Westminster 
street.  West  Fitchburg,  since  1881,  two 
years  before  the  present  building  was 
occupied.  On  Oak  Hill  road  is  another 
Methodist  church.  The  First  Unlver- 
salist church  was  organized  in  1844, 
and  removed  from  its  former  location 
near  the  upper  common  to  the  corner 
of  Day  and  Union  streets  in  1886. 


Since  1863  Christ  church  has  repres- 
ented the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
in  Fitchburg.  Its  house  of  worship  was 
consecrated  in  1868,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  remodeled,  a parish  house  has 
been  added,  and  a rectory  adjoining  has 
been  acquired.  The  Chapel  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  on  Westminster  street.  West 
Fitchburg,  is  an  offshoot,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  a chapel  building  and  a 
club  house. 

The  Swedish  Lutherans  have  a 
church  close  to  the  First  Parish  church, 
and  the  Finnish  Lutherans  are  located 
on  Mechanic  street. 

St.  Bernard’s  church,  the  parent  Ro- 
man Catholic  body,  built  its  second  and 
present  edifice  in  1869.  Its  large  capa- 
city is  frequently  taxed  to  the  limit, 
and  it  is  surrounded  by  several  other 
buildings  necessary  to  its  religious  and 
educational  work.  The  second  parish, 
that  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  was  organ- 
ized in  West  Fitchburg  in  1878,  and 
owns  a large  church  building,  schools, 
etc.  The  largest  though  not  the  oldest 
French  Catholic  parish  is  that  of  St. 
Joseph’s  church  in  the  Cleghorn  dis- 
trict, organized  in  1890.  Its  buildings 
are  the  most  conspicuous  objects  in 
that  part  of  the  city.  The  older  parish, 
the  Immaculate  conception,  on  Walnut 
street,  has  commenced  the  construction 
of  but  not  finished  a large  church  on 
Walnut  street,  but  has  in  operation  the 
other  necessary  buildings.  At  South 
Fitchburg  the  field  has  been  occupied 
by  the  church  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
since  1903.  The  Italian  Catholics  have 
recently  built  St.  Anthony’s  church  on 
Salem  street. 

On  Boutelle  street  is  located  the  Syn- 
agogue Agudath  Achim,  the  home  of 
a Jewish  congregation. 

To  even  mention  the  names  of  the 
auxiliary  societies  of  these  churches 
would  require  a large  space.  In  all 
of  them  the  religious  education  of  the 
young  is  provided  for  by  Sunday 
schools,  and  in  most  cases  there  are  one 
or  more  young  people’s  societies.  The 
women  are  well  organized  for  benevo- 
lence at  home  and  abroad,  and  a more 
recent  development  is  the  formation 
of  men’s  clubs,  which  are  becoming 
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H.  M.  Francis  & Sons  were  the  Architects  of  this  building 


H.  M.  FRANCIS  & SONS 

Expert  Firm  of  Architects  Who  Have  Designed 
Countless  Buildings  in  Fitchburg 


Though  the  firm  of  H.  M.  Francis  & 
Sons,  architects,  with  office  in  the 
Wallace  building,  is  the  only  one  in 
this  field  in  Fitchburg,  this  fact  would 
not  give  them  the  exclusive  control 
they  have  attained  if  their  service 
were  not  as  efficient  and  artistic  as 
could  be  procured  in  any  part  of  the 
country.  Many  people  prefer  to  pat- 
ronize home  establishments,  but  this 
preference  does  not  extend  to  practice 
if  the  local  concerns  do  not  offer  as 
complete  facilities  as  some  out-of- 
town  competitor  might. 

Hence  the  present  standing  of  H.  M. 
Francis  & Sons  may  be  taken  as  a 
proof  of  their  high  and  expert  service, 
and  that  their  work  is  uniformly  satis- 
factory to  those  who  have  need  of  it. 
The  very  fact  that  they  have  no  local 
competitors  may  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  most  of  their  profession  feel  that 
it  would  be  of  little  profit  to  enter 
this  territory. 

H.  M.  Francis,  the  founder  of  the 
business,  who  came  to  Fitchburg  iri 
1868,  was  the  architect  of  nine-tenths 
of  the  public  buildings,  business  blocks, 
and  fine  residences  constructed  here 
since  that  time. 

His  two  sons,  F.  L.  and  A.  F.  Fran- 
cis, who  now  conduct  the  office,  were 
associated  with  their  father  some 
fifteen  years  before  his  death,  have  had 
the  benefit  of  his  practical  instruction, 
and  assisted  him  in  designing  many  of 
the  structures  which  he  planned. 

This  firm  were  architects  of  the  Wal- 
lace Library  and  Art  building,  of  the 
Wallace  Building,  and  of  the  Wallace 


F.  L.  Francis  has  been  here  since 
graduating  from  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  and  A.  F. 
Francis  has  been  connected  with  the 
business  for  eighteen  years.  They 
have  been  proprietors  of  the  business 
for  the  past  five  years,  and  by  incor- 
porating many  tested  innovations  in 
their  profession,  have  continued  the 
policy  of  the  founder,  devoting  natural 
and  trained  ability  to  their  work,  giv- 
ing earnest  and  sincere  attention  to 
their  technical  and  practical  operations, 
and  upholding  the  name  of  Francis, 
architect,  soundly  and  successfully. 

F.  L.  Francis  is  a member  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects,  and 
both  gentlemen  have  a most  desirable 
standing  in  our  city,  personally  and 
professionally. 


J.  A.  RIVERS 

Pioneer  Grocer  in  Cleghorn  Dis- 
trict Represents  This  Ward 
in  Community 
Affairs 

Since  the  Cleghorn  district  has  been 
known  as  a separate  and  independent 
neighborhood  in  our  city  of  Fitchburg, 
the  career  of  one  business  man  has 
been  identified  with  this  section,  and 
his  efforts  have  been  devoted  to  the 


a very  popular  and  effective  adjunct. 

One  of  the  conspicuous  religious  or- 
ganizations of  the  city  is  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  which 
serves  as  the  agent  and  clearing  house 
for  a part  of  the  work  of  the  Protes 
tant  churches,  and  finds  favor  with 
many  who  are  without  church  connec- 
tion because  of  its  very  practical  ef- 
forts for  the  upbuilding  of  the  city’s 
young  men.  Its  large  and  handsome 
building  is  the  scene  of  constant  activ- 
ity throughout  the  year,  although  in 
the  summer  months  a part  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  branch  at  Whalom. 

Each  of  the  churches  is  working  out 
in  its  own  way  the  old  but  always  new 
problem  of  how  to  foster  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  people  of  its  parish.  It  is 
a pleasure  to  say  that  they  are  doing 
this  with  a good-fellowship  and  sym- 
pathy among  the  different  denomina- 
tions that  promises  greater  results  in 
the  future  than  have  been  attained  in 
the  past,  because  the  strength  that 
once  was  diverted  from  the  real  pur- 
pose of  the  church  for  quarrels  over 
non-essentials  is  now  released  and  free 
to  be  \ised  for  promoting  the  ends  thar 
will  best  serve  the  kingdom  of  God. 
United  efforts  by  all  denominations  are 
common  enough  to  pass  without  com- 
ment. The  Protestant  pastors  are  all 
members  of  the  Fitchburg  Ministerial 
association,  and  in  their  monthly  meet- 
ings keep  well  in  touch  with  the  needs 
of  the  field  as  a whole. 

The  churches  of  Fitchburg  are,  as 
they  should  be,  democratic.  There  is 
not  one  known  to  the  writer  where  any 
social  or  financial  qualification  is  de- 
manded of  those  who  would  worship 
within  its  walls.  The  stranger  who 
gets  away  without  a welcome  must 
usually  look  to  his  own  demeanor  for 
the  reason.  The  supporters  of  the 
churches  are  to  be  found  enlisted  in 
all  the  movements,  political  as  well  as 
religious,  for  the  good  of  the  city  and 
state.  While  we  would  not  give  the 
impression  that  the  millennium  had 
arrived  in  this  city,  nevertheless  its 
churches  are  of  such  a character  that 
the  citizens  may  well  take  pride  in 
them  no  less  than  in  any  of  its  other 
institutions. 

The  church  of  the  future  in  Fitch- 
burg will  be  conservative  of  all  that 
has  been  tried  and  found  good,  pro- 
gressive toward  the  light  of  whatever 
will  make  the  world  better  to  live  in 
and  hasten  the  coming  of  the  king- 
dom of  God;  its  families  will  live  as 
neighbors  and  not  as  enemies,  and 
somewhere  among  them  there  will  be 
a place  for  every  one  who,  realizin,g 
his  obligations  to  his  Father  in  heaven 
and  his  brethren  on  earth,  seeks  to 
find  the  place  where  he  can  most  effi- 
ciently discharge  them. 


PRIMEAU  PHARMACY 


Proprietor  Joseph  C.  Ouellette 


One  of  the  Well-known 


Druggists  in  this  1 


The  confidence  of  the  public  is  one 
of  the  best  assets  that  any  business 
house  can  possess.  It  is  perhaps  of 
greater  value  in  the  druggist's  trade 
than  in  any  other  retail  enterprise,  for 
there  is  more  responsibility  attendant 
upon  his  transactions. 

The  Primeau  Pharmacy,  at  425  Main 
street,  opposite  the  upper  common,  is 
one  of  the  establishments  in  our  city 
that  has  the  confidence  of  its  many 
patrons,  and  in  the  quarter  of  a cen- 
tury of  its  existence  it  has  given  an 
expert  and  reliable  service  that  jus- 
tifies the  satisfaction  and  appreciation 
of  the  people  who  trade  here. 

For  the  past  twenty  years,  under  the 
proprietorship  of  Joseph  C.  Ouellette, 
the  Primeau  Pharmacy  has  offered  the 
most  complete  accommodation  in  the 
pharmaceutical  line,  dealing  in  high- 
grade  drugs  and  chemicals,  sick-room 
and  physicians’  supplies,  family  reme- 
dies and  proprietary  articles  of  known 
and  recommended  quality. 

The  concern  itself  makes  headache 
pow'ders,  cough  remedies,  liniments  and 
creams  of  well-established  curative 
effect,  and  the  purity  of  whose  ingre- 
dients is  unquestioned. 

The  compounding  of  prescriptions  is 
accurately  and  expertly  done,  so  that 
this  important  branch  is  a particular 
feature  of  Mr.  Ouellette’s  business,  and 
a number  of  Fitchburg’s  physicians 
prefer  to  have  their  formulas  filled 
here. 

Three  capable  clerks  are  employed, 
and  attentive  and  prompt  service  is 
given  every  patron. 

Fancy  goods,  confectionery,  soda, 
cigars,  druggists’  sundries,  etc.,  are 
carried,  and  none  of  the  lines  expected 
in  a high-class  drug  store  are  missing 
from  the  complete  and  up-to-date 
stock. 

Mr.  Ouellette  was  employed  by  Dr. 
Primeau.  who  founded  this  business, 
and.  as  proprietor  he  has  made  it  one 
of  the  most  extensively  patronized 
pharmacies  in  our  city.  Mr.  Ouellette 
is  a member  of  the  Fitchburg  Drug- 
gists’ association  of  the  Mass.  State 
Pharmaceutical  association.  He  stands 
among  the  foremost  in  his  profession 
and  is  numbered  among  our  responsible 
business  men  and  citizens. 


ROLLSTONE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 


Way,  the  beautiful  entrance  to  the 
high  school.  The  Fitchburg  High 
school,  which  has  been  commended  by 
many  visiting  and  investigating  edu- 
cators and  city  committees,  who  have 
taken  it  as  a model,  was  designed  by 
H.  M.  Francis  & Sons,  also  the  Hos- 
mer,  Edgerly,  Goodrich  street,  Salem 
street.  East  street,  Ashburnham  street, 
and  other  schools;  also  the  Rollstone. 
Beth  Eden,  and  the  C.  C.  churches.  The 
police  station.  Safety  Fund  Bank  build- 
ing and  Fitchburg  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance block,  are  other  local  edifices 
erected  according  to  plans  submitted 
by  this  house,  the  library  building  at 
Lunenburg,  r ? in  Goffstown,  N.  H., 
and  the  libra  at  Royalston,  just  com- 
pleted, are  idences  of  the  beauty 
that  may  be  displayed  without  intrud- 
ing upon  tbe  utility  of  the  structure 
and  the  ec<  nom.y  of  space. 


advancement  of  this  particular  loca- 
lity. J.  A.  Rivers,  who  has  been  in 
business  in  this  neighborhood  since 
December,  1887,  was  one  of  the  pion- 
eers of  the  Cleghorn  district,  and 
though  all  neighborhoods  are  combined 
for  the  general  interests  of  our  city, 
there  is  a distinction  in  being  the  lead- 
er in  any  ward,  and  Mr.  Rivers  has 
been  of  influence  here  and  in  the  city, 
generally. 

After  occupying  his  first  premises 
for  nearly  five  years  he  had  his  pres- 
ent block  erected,  and  since  Novem- 
ber, 1892,  has  occupied  the  stores  from 
217  to  221  Fairmount  street. 

Complete  lines  of  staple  and  fancy 
groceries  are  handled  in  all  the  best 
known  brands  and  makes,  and  the  pro- 
prietor attends  to  the  buying,  so  that 
he  may  guarantee  everything  that  he 
has  for  sale. 
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A separate  department  is  maintained 
for  the  stock  of  meats  carried,  and.  in 
fresh  and  cured  meats,  everything 
that  the  wholesaler  carries  is  offered 
here,  in  the  qualities  that  are  sure  to 
give  satisfaction,  while  prices  are  kept 
at  the  most  reasonable  standard. 
Poultry  and  game  in  season  are  dealt 


Boston,  and  some  of  his  earliest  pa- 
trons have  continued  to  compliment 
his  ability  by  keeping  up  dealings 
with  him,  even  though  they  are  some 
distance  from  him. 

Mr.  Goldberg  employs  from  ten  to 
twenty  people,  expert  in  the  branches 
of  work  entrusted  to  him,  and  he  also 


FIRST  UNIVERSALIST  CHURCH 


In,  provisions,  vegetables  and  fruits, 
80  that  the  housekeeper  may  order  her 
daily  or  weekly  supplies  here,  always 
sure  of  prompt  response  and  delivery. 
Two  clerks  are  employed  and  one  team 
used. 

Beside  the  lines  of  eatables  handled, 
a complete  stock  of  crockery,  glass- 
ware, kitchen  and  household  utensils,  is 
carried,  a distinct  accommodation  for 
people  of  the  district. 

Mr.  Rivers  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
year  as  a street  commissioner,  was 
councilman  four  years  and  alderman 
two  years,  from  Ward  2,  and  is  known 
as  a business  man  and  citizen  tho- 
roughly interested  in  the  development 
and  welfare  of  our  city. 


DAVE  A.  GOLDBERG 


supervises  many  of  the  operations.  He 
has  been  in  Fitchburg  for  twelve 
years,  and  his  workmanship,  combined 
with  enterprising  business  ability,  have 
been  effective  in  his  success,  so  that 
he  has  extended  his  facilities  in  a re- 
markable manner  since  he  first  be- 
came established  here.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is 
active  and  interested  in  all  efforts  that 
are  promoted  for  the  welfare  of  this 
community. 


PAUL  WAGNER  & CO. 

A Kimball  Street  Grocery  Store 
That  Has  Been  Successful 
The  Past  Eleven 


Merchant  Tailor  Who  Carries  One  of  The 
Largest  Stocks  Shown  in  City 

The  volume  of  business  annually 
transacted  by  Dave  A.  Goldberg,  the 
tailor,  at  367  Main  street,  is  proof  of 
his  popularity. 

A large  number  of  customers  means 
a proportionate  amount  of  stock,  and 
here  again  the  appearance  of  this 
store  gives  a more  apt  illustration  of 
its  transactions  than  anything  else 
could  do.  The  front  store  is  complete- 
ly stocked  with  fine  materials  for  suits 
or  separate  garments,  and  while  some 
men  may  be  satisfied  to  make  a selec- 
tion from  samples,  the  number  of  such 
easily-pleased  men  is  small,  the  ma- 
jority like  to  see  a whole  piece  or 
cloth.  This  they  can  do  at  Goldberg’s, 
and  one  of  the  largest  if  not  the  larg- 
est line  of  woolens  and  worsteds  han- 
dled in  this  city  by  any  one  concern,  is 
shown  here.  They  include  every  de- 
sirable fabric,  patterns  that  are  novel 
and  exclusive,  and  such  materials  are 
made  up  into  the  nobbiest  suits  or 
coats  fashioned  in  this  section.  Trim- 
mings and  linings  to  suit  discrim- 
inating men  are  carried,  high-class 
workmanship  is  guaranteed,  and  a per- 
fect fit  is  one  of  the  features  by  which 
Mr.  Goldberg  has  built  up  his  repu- 
tation. 

There  is  a distinctiveness  and  nobby 
tone  about  the  clothes  produced  here 
that  attracts  men  of  particular  fancy, 
and  the  trade  cateis  to  customers  from 
Fitchburg,  Boston  and  Worcester. 

The  proprietor  is  a skilled  tailor  who 
has  been  employed  in  New  York  and 


Years 

Every  progressive  city  with  an  in- 
dustrial reputation  attracts  to  its  bor- 
ders people  of  foreign  birth,  who  fre- 
quently seem  to  appreciate  the  oppor- 
tunities our  country  offers  more  than 
some  of  its  citizens  with  generations 
of  native-born  ancestry. 

Trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
thrift,  their  progress  to  positions  of 
substance  and  influence  is  rapid.  With 
these  people  come  tradesmen  who  know 
their  conditions  and  modes  of  living, 
and  because  of  this  knowledge  have 
the  first  place  in  the  transactions  of 
their  friends.  Fitchburg  has  among 
its  inhabitants  a most  desirable  num- 
ber of  German-Americans,  including 
several  merchants  from  the  Kaiser’s  do- 
main who  are  reckoned  among  the 
city’s  substantial  men.  Among  such 
concerns  may  be  mentioned  Paul  Wag- 
ner & Co.,  128-130  Kimball  street,  a 
grocery  which  has  been  doing  business 
in  this  section  for  the  past  ten  years, 
and  was  formerly  located  in  the  Cleg- 
horn  district. 

The  concern  deals  in  staple  and  fancy 
groceries,  handles  pickled  and  canned 
goods,  bakery  and  dairy  products,  fruit 
and  vegetables,  crockery  and  kitchen 
ware,  etc.:  and  though  primarily  it 
deals  in  foodstuffs,  it  accommodates  its 
large  trade  by  carrying  a number  of 
other  lines  in  daily  use,  such  as  bagged 
coke  and  charcoal.  Two  people  are 
employed,  and  a team  takes  orders  and 
makes  deliveries. 

Mr.  Wagner  has  been  a resident  of 
Fitchburg  twenty-two  years,  and  was 


formerly  employed  at  his  trade  of 
weaving.  Starting  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness some  fourteen  years  ago,  he  has 
constantly  enlarged  his  facilities  and 
capacity,  and  has  a modern  and  com- 
modious building  on  Kimball  street. 
He  Is  counted  among  our  sound  busi- 
ness men  and  upright  citizens. 


UNION  COAL  CO. 

Leading  Concern  in  this  Field  is 
of  Old  and  Established 
Reputation 

Every  city  has  its  quota  of  coal  and 
wood  dealers,  but  in  almost  every 
community  will  be  found  one,  possibly 
two,  that  towers  over  all  others.  It  is 
a business  that  lends  itself  to  neigh- 
borhood trade,  and  the  usual  number  of 
dealers  who  depend  upon  a district 
patronage  are  found  in  this  city.  But 
the  rule  of  one  leader  is  not  broken 
here,  for  the  Union  Coal  Co.,  with  office 
at  119  Main  street,  and  branch  offices  at 
West  Fitchburg  and  Rollstone  street, 
not  only  has  the  largest  trade  in  Fitch- 
burg but  penetrates  every  neighbor- 
hood, and  has  facilities  to  fill  practi- 
cally every  demand  of  the  entire  city. 
As  it  is  the  direct  successor  of  the  old 
Garfield  & Proctor  company,  its  prom- 
inence is  not  new,  though  the  progres- 
sive policy  of  the  present  corporation 
has  not  left  it  dependent  upon  earlier 
prestige,  but  has  rather  earned  it  new 
and  larger  patronage,  and  a reputation 
overshadowed  by  none  in  this  county. 

In  1900  the  ice  business  formerly  con- 
ducted by  E.  A.  Stone  was  purchased, 
and  as  dealers  in  this  commodity,  also, 
the  concern  has  reached  a foremost 
position.  The  ice  privileges  in  the 
North  street  pond  are  O’wned,  and  this 
past  winter  14,000  tons  were  harvested. 
The  ice  is  cut  from  clear,  moving 
water,  and  this  past  season,  parti- 
cularly, was  hard  and  clean  frozen,  free 
from  snow  and  peculiarly  clear  and 
desirable.  The  most  modern  equip- 
ment is  used  for  cutting,  and  the  ice 
is  always  thoroughly  cleaned  of  snow 
or  other  accumulation,  is  kept  packed 
in  the  best  possible  manner  and  is 
delivered  in  a manner  satisfactory  to 
those  who  demand  purity. 

The  company  has  four  capacious 
coal  sheds,  each  of  which  is  equipped 
with  everything  to  facilitate  the  hand- 
ling of  coal.  They  have  a capacity  of 
14,000  tons,  and  this  will  equal  if  not 
exceed  the  quantity  carried  by  all  other 
dealers  in  this  city. 

The  coal  recommended  is  the  D.  & H. 
Lackawanna,  one  of  the  best  known 


anthracite  coals  mined,  carefully  se- 
lected, thoroughly  screened  and  prop- 
erly shipped,  so  that  it  reaches  its  ul- 
timate destination  clean  and  bright. 

The  modern  devices  used  insure 
economy,  so  that  in  bidding  for  con- 
tracts, this  company  can  offer  as  low 
a price  as  any  concern  in  this  section, 
either  on  hard  coal  or  soft. 

The  company  deals  in  the  Pocahon- 
tas and  other  bituminous  coals,  and  the 
majority  of  the  manufactories  in  Fitch- 
burg who  do  not  buy  direct  from  the 
mines  get  their  supplies  of  this  com- 
pany. Wood,  coke  and  other  fuels  are 
sold,  twenty  teams  are  used  in  sea- 
son, and  forty  people  employed. 

The  company  was  incorporated  Sept 
1,  1896.  Its  president  is  George  N. 
Proctor,  and  its  treasurer,  John  H. 
Thompson.  President  Proctor  was  of 
the  old  firm  of  Garfield  & Proctor,  and 
in  this  field  of  coal  dealing  is  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  the  state. 
Treasurer  Thompson,  connected  with 
the  concern  for  twenty  years,  has 
reached  his  present  responsible  posi- 
tion through  various  stages  of  promo- 
tion, and  is  thoroughly  trained  and 
competent.  The  administration  of  the 
company  is  progressive,  foresighted, 
and  as  long  as  these  qualities  have  a 
proper  reward  the  Union  Coal  Co.  will 
continue  its  leadership. 


THOMAS  CASEY 

Attorney  and  Counsellor  at 
Law  Who  is  Successful 
in  Home  City 

Thomas  Casey,  attorney-at-law,  with 
office  at  145  Main  street,  has  been  a 
practitioner  of  law  in  his  native  city 
for  the  past  six  years,  and  has  won 
a reputation  in  that  period  for  his 
learning  and  execution,  and  for  all 
those  qualities  that  are  necessary  for 
success  in  the  judicial  profession. 

■ Mr.  Casey  was  bom  in  Fitchburg  in 
1875,  and  educated  in  our  public  and 
high  schools.  He  left  the  latter  near 
the  close  of  his  last  year,  to  enter  the 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  at 
Amherst,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1901,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  obtained  jointly  at  Amherst 
and  at  Boston  University,  which  com- 
bined with  the  Massachusetts  college 
in  this  study  and  degree. 

From  1901  to  1903  Mr.  Casey  attended 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  devoted  to  the 
study  and  practice  of  law  in  the  office 
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of  the  present  city  solicitor,  John  F. 
McGrath. 

February  16,  1905,  after  Mr.  Casey 
had  been  admitted  to  the  Massachu- 
setts bar,  he  opened  his  own  office,  and 
an  increasing  number  of  clients  has 
required  his  services  in  the  subse- 
quent period. 

Mr.  Casey  is  known  for  his  fairness 
in  taking  up  both  sides  of  the  question 
as  it  is  presented  to  him,  and  advising 
logically  and  temperately,  so  that  con- 
sultations and  office  work  have  taken 
up  more  and  more  of  his  time  andi 
given  him  a most  desirable  class  of 
clients. 

Mr.  Casey  is  a member  of  the 
Grange,  takes  an  interest  in  general 
and  local  affairs,  and  is  always  an  ad- 
vocate of  movements  that  promise  the 
betterment  and  advancement  of  this 
community. 


FERDINAND  ROUSSEAU 


Coal  and  Wood  Dealer  Who  Has 
Well-Known  Plant  and 
Extensive  Pat- 
ronage 

Though  the  largest  concerns  in  any 
city  or  in  any  trade  are  the  ones  that 
attract  attention,  they  do  not  always 
have  the  greatest  amount  of  trade. 
Sometimes,  they  advertise  heavily, 
carry  immense  stocks  and  have  exten- 
sive facilities,  yet  in  proportion  to  the 
people  employed  and  capacity  utilized, 
they  do  not  have  as  much  trade  as 
some  of  the  more  modest  concerns  deal- 
ing in  the  same  line  of  goods. 

We  have  in  Fitchburg  several  coal 
concerns  that  are  especially  conspicu- 
ous, but  others  have  customers  who 
come  to  them  year  after  year,  and  no 
extravagant  methods  are  necessary  to 
attract  them.  Thus,  though  the  firm  of 
Ferdinand  Rousseau,  on  River  street, 
opposite  the  Orsweh  Mills,  is  not  so 
w«ll  known  as  some  located  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  it  is  nevertheless  pa- 
tronized by  many  people  in  this  section 
who  have  traded  here  for  years,  know 
the  grade  of  goods  sold,  the  reasonable 
price,  and  the  prompt  service  that  will 
be  given. 

The  best  of  hard  coal,  hard  and  soft 
wood  is  dealt  in,  wood  is  sawed  or  split 
according  to  order.  It  is  bought  stand- 
ing and  Mr.  Rousseau  employs  his  own 
teams  and  men  to  bring  it  from  the 
woods.  The  sheds  and  grounds  occu- 
pied give  him  nearly  two  acres  of  space 
and  seven  men  are  employed,  besides 
four  teams  for  deliveries,  and  two  for 
going  into  the  woods. 

Mr.  Rousseau,  who  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Fitchburg  fourteen  years, 
bought  this  business  of  Laventure,  and 
In  ten  years  of  proprietorship  has 
g^reatly  developed  his  facilities  and  ad- 


ded to  his  patronage,  so  that  he  is 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
coal  and  wood  dealers  in  this  city,  and 
a business  man  of  enterprise  and  inte- 
grity. Mr.  Rousseau  is  also  esteemed 
personally  and  is  counted  among  those 
residents  who  are  interested  in  the  ad- 
vancement and  welfare  of  our  commu- 
nity. 


an  upholsterer  and  finisher  by  trade, 
began  doing  odd  jobs  in  connection 
with  his  regular  trade,  and  almost  be- 
fore he  realized  it,  had  a full-grown 
business  on  his  hands. 

The  shop  on  Academy  street  was 
taken  about  four  years  ago,  and  by 
giving  entire  attention  to  upholstering, 
repairing  and  kindred  operations,  Mr. 
Pelkey  has  in  a comparatively  short 
time  built  up  a particularly  large  and 
successful  trade  in  his  special  field. 

Upholstering  of  all  kinds  is  done, 
and  plushes,  mohair,  velvets  and  other 
materials  are  kept  on  hand  for  this 
work.  First-class  wood  finishing  is 


also  done,  and  the  owners  of  rare  pieces 
of  furniture  may  have  them  cleaned  or 
renovated  here,  knowing  that  the  work 
will  be  expertly  done  and  that  each 
piece  will  be  handled  carefully.  Old- 
fashioned  furniture  is  repaired  or  re- 
finished  without  altering  its  antique 
value.  Special  pieces  are  made  to 
order,  couches,  cabinets,  mattresses 


Mr.  Pelkey  has  supplied 
a modern  accommodation 
that  many  communities  do 
not  have.  He  packs  or 
handles  furniture.  ' He  has 
had  made  for  him  some 
particularly  large  and 
heavy  baskets  for  handling 
goods  to  be  moved,  and  the 
most  skillful  care  is  taken 
of  fragile  ware,  bric-a- 
brac,  etc.  The  commission 
being  entrusted  to  Mr.  Pel- 
key,  he  attends  to  all  the 
moving  and  arrangements, 
so  that  the  householder 
turning  over  his  residence 
to  him  in  the  morning 
knows  nothing  of  the  dis- 
mantling or  settling  proc- 
ess, but  walks  into  his 
completed  new  home  at 
night. 

Mr.  Pelkey’s  good  taste 
and  ability  in  this  depart- 
ment has  made  it  quite  a feature  of 
the  business,  and  he  has  about  all  the 
contracts  that  he  can  attend  to  in  this 
branch. 

Mr.  Pelkey  has  been  a resident  of 
Fitchburg  twelve  years,  and  was  for- 
merly engaged  in  interior  house  paint- 
ing. Taking  odd  jobs  of  repairing  and 
finishing,  he  soon  found  that  these  tran- 
sactions called  for  all  of  his  time,  and 
by  devoting  himself  to  it  he  has  created 
a demand  and  its  corresponding  sup- 
ply, and  has  gained  a sound  and  un- 
usual success. 


D.  T.  BOUDREAU 


Grocer  and  Provision  Dealer  Who  Has 
Been  a Resident  for  a Quarter 
Century 

One  of  the  business  men  of  the 
Cleghorn  district  who  has  steadily  but 
quietly  pursued  his  way  until  he  has 
reached  an  assured  position  in  mer- 
cantile life,  and  in  the  regard  of  his 
acquaintances  and  patrons,  is  Doslthe 
T.  Boudreau,  who  has  conducted  his 
present  store  at  92  Fairmount  street 
for  nine  years.  Mr.  Boudreau  came  to 
Fitchburg  twenty-five  years  ago,  and 
for  a number  of  years  was  In  the  em- 
ploy of  J.  L.  Chapman,  then  at  the 


head  of  the  Fitchburg  Machine  Works. 
In  1902,  however,  he  established  him- 
self in  business  in  the  rapidly  growing 
Cleghorn  section,  as  a dealer  In  the 
necessities  of  life,  and  the  success 
which  has  since  been  attained  testifies 
to  the  wisdom  of  this  move.  In  a 
community  where  all  the  members  are 
actively  engaged  in  the  labor  that  ex- 
hausts the  physical  resources,  the  deal- 
er who  supplies  the  table  is  the  most 
important  of  all  tradesmen,  and  always 
the  first  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Boudreau,  by  supplying  the  best 
of  meats  from  a stock  allowing  a good 
choice  of  cuts,  together  with  groceries 
which  may  be  depended  upon  for  qual- 
ity and  cleanliness,  and  all  at  prices 
known  to  be  fair  and  reasonable,  has 
built  up  a trade  in  which  he  may  well 
take  pride.  A visit  to  his  store  is  all 
that  is  necessary  to  show  why  he  re- 
tains the  customers  who  have  known 
him  and  his  methods  of  doing  business 
so  long. 

That  his  business  sagacity  and  in- 
tegrity has  received  its  logical  re- 
ward is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  is 
enrolled  among  the  holders  of  real  es- 
tate in  the  district  where  his  business 
is  located,  and  those  who  know  him 
best  are  the  most  ardent  wishers  for 
his  continued  prosperity. 


TUCKER  BROS. 

Grocers  and  Meat  Men  in  West 
Fitchburg  Have  Exten- 
sive Patronage 

Though  Tucker  Bros.,  proprietors  of 
the  meat  market  and  grocery  store  at 
106  to  108  Westminster  street,  are  at 
some  distance  from  any  other  house 
of  their  kind,  it  is  not  on  account  of 
exclusive  territory  that  they  have  ob- 
tained their  success.  On  the  contrary, 
if  this  firm  was  subject  to  the  keen- 
est competition,  it  could  not  offer  any 
better  or  more  complete  service  than 
it  now  does,  and  possibly  this  is  why 
there  is  little  competition  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, for  the  customers  of  Tucker 
Bros.,  satisfied  with  their  goods  and 
prices,  certainly  have  no  desire  to  ex- 
periment with  other  dealers. 


Practically  two  stores  are  occupied, 
enabling  entire  separation  of  the  meat 
department  from  the  grocery  stock — a 
most  desirable  condition. 

Staple  and  fancy  groceries  are 
handled,  in  all  varieties,  sauces  and 
table  condiments,  canned  and  pickled 
goods,  bakery  and  dairy  products,  fresh 
vegetables  and  fruits. 

Fresh  and  cured  meats,  in  all  the 
usual  varieties,  are  sold  in  the  meat 
department,  and  daily  consignments  are 
received  from  the  wholesalers,  so  that 
the  quality  as  well  as  the  quantity  of 
the  stock  may  be  always  recommended. 

Two  people  are  employed  and  two 
teams  used  for  taking  orders  and  de- 
liveries. A meat  wagon  supplies  a 
route  somewhat  remote  from  the  store. 

The  present  partnership  was  formed 
in  1891,  when  the  business  of  J.  H.  Long 
& Co.  was  purchased.  Fred  Tucker  of 
the  present  firm  had  been  in  the  com- 
pany in  the  earlier  organization,  and 
James  K.  Tucker  had  been  employed 
here.  Both,  in  fact,  have  been  identi- 
fied with  this  location  for  some  twenty- 
five  years,  and  as  proprietors  have 
earned  the  good-will  as  well  as  the 
patronage  of  many  people.  Both 
gentlemen  are  Interested  in  the  devel- 
opment of  this  community,  and  do 
their  share  in  any  movement  that  has 
that  object  in  view. 


W.  H.  PELKEY 

“The  Old^Made  New”  by  Upholsterers  and  Repair- 
ers on  Academy  Street 

The  business  conducted  by  W.  H.  and  such  articles  being  custom-made 
Pelkey,  at  42  Academy  street,  was  be-  of  the  best  material  and  highest  class 
gun  about  six  years  ago,  in  a most  workmanship.  One  or  two  assistants 
unpretentious  way.  Mr.  Pelkey,  who  is  are  employed. 
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FOUNDRY  COMPANY 

Operators  of  Two  Iron  Found- 
ries of  Unsurpassed 
Reputation 

One  of  Fitchburg  s oldest  industries 
is  the  foundry  business.  There  are  at 
the  present  time  five  iron  foundries  in 
this  city,  two  of  which  are  operated 
by  the  Fitchburg  Foundry  Co. 

M.  J.  Perault,  the  owner  of  the  Fitch- 
burg foundry,  was  born  in  St.  Albans, 
Canada,  in  1841.  In  1856  he  started  to 
learn  moulding  in  the  shops  of  the 
Davis  Foundry  Co.  in  Waltham,  re- 
maining in  their  employ  until  1861. 
Having  the  natural  Inclination  peculiar 
to  all  ambitious  young  men  to  see  the 
country  and  broaden  his  experience,  he 
was  emp.oyed  by  several  of  the  most 
noted  foundries  in  Massachusetts. 
Leaving  Waltham  in  1861,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Earl  & Jones, Worcester. 
He  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1864,  and 
spent  one  year  with  Smith  & Page,  re- 
turning in  1865  to  Worcester,  where 
he  was  employed  by  the  Wheeler 
Foundry  Co.  Still  having  the  desire 
to  roam,  he  changed  his  scene  of  op 
erations  in  1867,  to  the  New  York 
Steam  Engine  Co.,  and  in  1871  to  the 
Worcester  Foundry  Co.  Remembering 
his  early  experience  in  Fitchburg,  he 
found  it  hard  to  resist  the  call  of  fore- 
man, a position  which  he  held  under 
Smith  & Page,  and  L.  H.  Goodnow  for 
thirteen  years. 

A longing  in  his  breast  to  build  up  a 
business  of  his  own  led  him  to  pur- 
chase the  Farnsworth  & Marshall 
foundry  on  Water  street,  which  he  did 
In  1885.  For  a number  of  years,  not 
having  the  necessary  capital,  he  was 
obliged  to  labor  long  and  hard  side  by 
side  with  his  men  to  secure  the  funds 
for  wages.  By  careful  and  discreet 
management  he  succeeded  in  building 
up  a successful  business,  which  made 
It  necessary  for  him  to  open  another 
shop  On  Main  street  in  1900. 

His  son,  J.  F.  Perault,  having  a born 
desire  to  enter  the  foundry,  learned  the 
business  under  the  careful  eye  of  his 
father.  He  advanced  very  rapidly  un- 
tlll  1897,  when  he  was  elected  manager 
of  the  Water  street  shop,  a position 
which  he  held  until  1911,  when  he  was 
obliged  to  resign  to  accept  the  office 
of  treasurer  and  general  manager  of 
the  Brown  Engine  Co.,  a position  which 
he  now  holds. 

M.  J.  Perault  is  acknowledged  as  the 
best  and  foremost  foundryman  in  New 
England.  The  Fitchburg  foundry  has 
made  some  of  the  most  complicated 
castings  in  New  England,  some  of 
which  other  foundries  were  unable  to 
cast  successfully.  Mr.  Perault  has 
Ideas  of  his  own  which  were  a radical 
departure  from  the  old  style  methods 
of  moulding,  as  will  be  readily  seen  by 
a visit  to  the  plant.  This  no  doubt  is 
largely  the  secret  of  his  success.  The 
foundry  is  equipped  to  handle  castings 
up  to  twenty-ton  weight. 


BROWN  ENGINE  CO. 

The  Makers  of  An  Engine  That 
Has  Made  the  City 
Famous 

While  Providence  holds  the  honor  of 
giving  birth  to  the  Corliss  engine, 
Fitchburg  is  the  home  of  the  gridiron 
valve  or  Brown  engine.  It  was  here 
that  Thomas  A.  Edison  purchased  a 
Brown  for  use  in  his  laboratory.  It 
was  the  first  engine  to  be  used  for  gen- 
erating electricity,  and  for  many  years 
Mr.  Edison  placed  his  stamp  of  ap- 
proval on  the  Brown,  as  being  the  only 
engine  adapted  to  that  class  of  work. 


In  1849,  George  H.  Corliss  received 
a patent  on  an  engine,  with  these 
objects:  First,  to  maintain  a full  boiler 
pressure  to  any  point  of  the  stroke, 
without  wire-drawing,  and  then  to  cut 
it  off  sharp  and  clean,  leaving  the 
steam  thus  enclosed  within  the  cylin- 
der to  expand  independent  of  that 
without;  second,  to  vary  the  point  of 
cut-off,  thus  admitting  a larger  or 
smaller  volume  of  steam  as  the  im- 
mediate load  requires,  but  at  full  boiler 
pressure  up  to  the  point  of  cut-off. 
All  other  things  being  equal,  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  fuel  can 
be  saved  as  compared  with  the  engine 
using  shaft  governors,  or  the  commonly 
called  high-speed  type.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  answers  all  of  the  above 
requirements,  the  Brown  was  classed 
under  the  Corliss  type  of  engine. 

C.  H.  Brown,  the  founder  of  the 
firm,  was  born  in  Mendon,  Mass., 
March  9.  1820.  In  Greenville,  R.  I.,  he 
obtained  a thorough  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  machinist  trade,  which  was 
continued  at  various  places,  most 
notably  in  Boston.  He  became  inter- 
ested in  steam  engineering,  a branch 
in  which  he  was  employed  very  exten- 
sively by  Otis  Tufts,  then  a notable 
engine  builder  in  Boston. 

In  1849  he  came  to  Fitchburg,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Putnam  Machine 
Co.  In  1850,  in  conjunction  with 
Charles  Burleigh,  later  noted  in  con  ■ 
nection  with  rock-drilling  machinery, 
he  obtained  a patent  on  a new  engine 
using  poppet  valves,  which  was  as- 
signed to  the  Putnam  Machine  Co.,  and 
is  today  known  as  the  Putnam  engine. 
He  continued  the  supervision  of  the 
engine  department  until  ill  health 
forced  him  to  resign  in  1859. 

In  1863  he  resumed  business  on  his 
own  account  in  Newton  lane.  The 
business  soon  outgrew  the  small  quar- 
ters. and  in  1866  the  scene  of  operations 
was  transferred  to  the  building  today 
occupied  by  the  Fitchburg  Machine 
Works.  In  1871  he  designed  the  multi- 
ported  gridiron  valve  engine,  becoming 
the  father  of  that  type  which  today 
bears  his  name.  Having  an  abundance 
of  the  American  independent  spirit  as 
well  as  a rapid  increase  of  business,  it 
became  necessary  to  seek  larger  quar- 
ters, and  in  1873  the  present  plant  on 
Willow  street  was  built.  Mr.  Brown, 
being  a born  inventor  and  an  expert 
mechanic,  made  an  excellent  reputation 
for  exacting  and  unsurpassed  work- 
manship, receiving  gold  medals  in  all 
of  the  world’s  fairs  in  which  he  ex- 
hibited 

The  engine  was  improved  from  time 
to  time,  and  in  1896,  another  type  was 
designed,  using  double  eccentrics  to 
replace  the  gear-driven  cam-shaft 
mechanism.  This  type  soon  became 
more  popular  than  any  of  the  former 
ones.  At  this  same  date  he  introduced 
his  first  rolling  mill  and  electric  sta- 
tion engine.  The  business  was  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Brown  until  1899,  when 
owing  to  poor  health,  he  turned  the 
responsibility  over  to  his  sons,  who 
continued  the  work  until  1911.  At  that 
time  the  Fitchburg  Foundry  Co.  pur- 
chased the  plant  and  have  continued 
to  turn  out  the  same  class  of  work 
for  which  thq  company  was  noted. 

M.  J.  Perault,  the  president  of  the 
company,  has  conducted  the  Fitchburg 
Foundry  Co.  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years.  Besides  being  a broad-minded, 
successful  business  man,  Mr.  Perault 
has  made  an  excellent  reputation  for 
honest  work  and  square  dealings,  and 
it  is  the  policy  of  the  company  to  con- 
tinue with  the  same  courteous  treat- 
ment as  in  the  past. 

The  Brown  engines  are  built  for  all 
classes  of  service  from  20  to  1500  horse- 
power. They  will  be  found  throughout 
the  United  States,  Canada,  Mexico, 
South  Mexico.  Germany,  France.  Bel- 
gium, England  and  Africa.  The  com- 
pany is  equipped  to  handle  any  diffi- 
cult engineering  problem,  furnishing 
complete  power  plants.  The  Brown 


engine  is  the  only  four-valve,  gridiron, 
automatic  cut-otf.  double-eccentric  en- 
gine built  today.  This  puts  the  engine 
in  a class  by  itself,  and  up  to  the  pres- 
ent it  has  never  been  equalled  for  eco- 
nomical operation  and  close  regu- 
lation, and  has  never  been  defeated  in 
a competitive  test.  It  certainly  is  a 
proposition  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion by  users  of  moderate  power,  from 
20  to  1500  horse-power. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  M.  J. 
Perault,  president,  and  J.  F.  Perault, 
treasurer  and  general  manager. 


ERASTUS  E.  WALKER 

A Real  Estate  Dealer  Who  Has 
Long  Been  a Resident 
of  This  Commu- 
nity 

Though  Mr.  Walker,  with  office  in  the 
Safety  Fund  Bank  building,  has  been  in 
the  real  estate  business  since  1898,  this 
date  is  not  expressive  of  the  length  of 
time  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
with  this  city.  Mr.  Walker  was  born 
upon  a large  farm  in  the  town  of  West- 
boro,  on  the  28th  day  of  July,  1845.  He 
worked  upon  his  father’s  farm  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  came  to 
Fitchburg  in  August,  1867,  to  help  erect 
the  Twichell  residence,  that  was  re- 
cently moved  from  lot  where  Hastings 
block  now  stands.  Except  for  two 
years,  when  he  was  absent  in  Ware,  he 
has  always  been  a resident  of  our  mu- 
nicipality. 


ERASTUS  E.  WALKER 

The  length  of  time  that  Mr.  Walker 
has  been  here  has  a bearing  upon  his 
success  in  the  real  estate  business,  for 
it  is  particularly  valuable  in  this  in- 
dustry to  be  familiar  with  the  territory 
in  which  one  has  operations.  In  hand- 
ling real  estate,  Mr.  Walker  is  not  only 
conversant  with  the  present  value  of 
the  property,  but  knows  if  it  has  been 
developed  or  improved,  and  if  it  will 
make  a good  investment  at  present. 
In  consequence  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  appraise  property,  etc.,  and  his  judg- 
ment as  to  the  facts  is  accepted  as  re- 
liable and  expert. 

Farm  and  city  property  is  handled, 
loans  and  mortgages  negotiated,  and 
any  sort  of  real  estate  sold  on  commis- 
sion. 

Mr.  Walker’s  earlier  vocation  gave 
him  an  insight  into  his  present  busi- 
ness, as  he  was  employed  as  a carpen- 
ter for  many  ye'ars,  after  he  came  here 
in  ’67.  While  he  was  in  Ware,  he  was 
helping  to  construct  a $50,000  residence 
built  by  Louis  N.  Gilbert  in  1872-73. 


Mr.  Walker  worked  for  the  late  Henry 
G.  Morse  for  several  years,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  many 
of  the  fine  residences  built  in  Fitch- 
burg by  Mr.  Morse.  In  1877  Mr.  Walk- 
er worked  uijon  the  Union  Depot  as  a 
foreman  for  the  Fitchburg  R.  R.  and  in 
1878  he  had  charge  of  the  carpenter 
work  upon  a large  paper  mill 
erected  by  the  late  Rodney  Wallace 
just  above  the  railroad  overhead  bridge 
in  West  Fitchburg.  He  was  a member 
of  the  first  Carpenters'  Union  formed 
in  Fitchburg,  and  for  one  year  was  its 
president,  and  worked  hard  to  help 
the  carpenters  of  Fitchburg  to  obtain 
(without  a strike)  a nine-hour  day.  Mr. 
Walker,  in  short,  has  the  interests  of 
the  community  and  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens at  heart.  Although  Mr.  Walker 
never  studied  law,  he  has  a natural 
knowledge  of  jurisprudence,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  he  conducted 
his  own  case  before  a jury  at  the  1901 
June  session  of  the  Superior  Court,  and 
won  out  against  one  of  the  smartest 
lawyers  in  Worcester  county. 

The  part  he  has  taken  in  business 
and  industrial  circles,  and  the  stand 
he  has  taken  upon  the  right  side  of 
great  moral  questions,  give  him  a 
standing  among  our  responsible  resi- 
dents as  one  who  has  the  esteem  of  all 
members  of  this  community. 


F.  H.  ARNOLD 

Nearly  Half  a Century  Has  Been 
Spent  in  Wood  Deal- 
ing in  This 
City 

One  of  the  veteran  business  men  in 
our  city  is  F.  H.  Arnold,  the  wood 
dealer  at  191  Elm  street.  Mr.  Arnold 
is  one  of  the  best-known  residents  of 
Fitchburg,  also,  for  though  he  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  he  has  been 
an  active  factor  in  the  development  of 
this  city  and  has  been  the  owner  of 
much  property  which  he  has  disposed 
of  as  he  made  improvements  upon  it. 

The  office  of  his  wood  concern  is 
located  at  his  home  on  Elm  street, 
and  the  sheds  and  storage  room  are 
also  on  his  land,  adjacent  to  his  resi- 
dence. Long  and  short  wood  of  all 
kinds  that  are  used  for  fuel  are  dealt 
in,  and  two  or  three  men  and  teams 
are  employed 

The  business  is  one  that  has  changed 
a great  deal  in  the  period  that  Mr. 
Arnold  has  been  in  it.  Formerly  much 
cord  wood  was  handled  and  large  quan- 
tities were  sold  to  people  who  used  no 
other  kind  of  fuel.  Conditions  are 
much  changed  at  the  present  day,  but 
the  wants  of  this  generation  are  fully 
supplied  by  the  sawed  and  split  wood 
that  now  makes  up  the  larger  part  of 
the  transactions. 

Sheds  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Arnold’s 
residence  are  occupied  so  as  to  have  a 
good  amount  of  dry  wood  on  hand,  and 
quantities  of  cord  wood  are  stored  out- 
side, so  that  any  reasonable  demand 
can  be  met  promptly.  Horse-power 
is  used  for  the  machines  for  cutting 
and  splitting  wood,  and  deliveries  are 
made  to  all  parts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Arnold  has  been  in  Fitchburg 
over  forty-eight  years.  When  he  first 
came  here  he  was  employed  by  Walter 
Heywood,  who  besides  being  a man- 
ufacturer of  chairs  was  the  owner  of 
several  farms.  Mr.  Arnold  looked  after 
these  farms  and  did  special  driving  for 
Mr.  Heywood. 

Later,  setting  up  in  the  wood  busi- 
ness for  himself,  Mr.  Arnold  became 
one  of  the  successful  tradesmen  of  our 
city.  He  saw  the  opportunity  Fitch- 
burg presented,  invested  in  land  here, 
built  many  houses  on  Marshall,  Roll- 
stone  and  High  streets,  and  sold  them 
as  the  increasing  population  needed 
them.  In  this  way  he  did  much  to  as- 
sist In  the  development  of  the  city, 
and  is  counted  among  our  responsible 
and  representative  citizens. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  in  the  teaming  and 
jobbing  business  some  thirty  years  and 
had  then  by  far  the  biggest  business 
in  that  line  In  the  city.  He  did  all  of 
the  teaming  for  the  water  works  and 
kept  continually  busy  some  twenty 
horses.  He  dealt  in  horses  also  during 
this  period,  often  buying  and  selling 
by  the  carload.  In  this  business  his 
six  years’  experience  as  foreman  for 
Mr.  Heywood  served  him  in  good 
stead,  for  while  In  that  position  he 
had  done  all  the  buying  of  horses  and 
cattle  for  the  large  estate,  and  became 
especially  skillful  as  a Judge  of  horse- 
flesh. 
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FITCHBURG  HORN  GOODS  CO. 


Manufacturers  of  Combs,  Barrettes  and  Novelties  in 

Hair  Ornaments,  from  Horn 
and  Celluloid 


The  continued  prosperity  of  a city 
may  not  depend  so  well  upon  one 
particular  line  of  industry  subject  to 
lively  and  dull  seasons  as  upon  a va- 
riety of  interests  identical  with  the 
community. 

Fitchburg  in  this  respect  has  been 
particularly  fortunate,  for  while  it 
has  a special  reputation  as  a machine 
city,  more  recent  years  have  given  it 
prominence  in  other  fields,  until  there 
is  no  municipality  of  its  size  in  New 
England  that  has  a greater  diversity 
of  manufacturing  interests. 

Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
Fitchburg  Horn  Goods  Co.,  with  plant 
at  365  Water  street,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  this  business  is  a source  of 
gratification  to  those  citizens  who 
recognize  the  importance  of  concerns 
that  are  creditable  to  the  community. 


and  add  to  the  variety  of  its  enter- 
prises. 

The  company  was  organized  in  1904 
but  moved  into  its  own  building  on 
Water  street  in  1907.  Here  it  has  a 
a three-storied  building  modernly 
equipped,  and  fitted  with  the  finest  ap- 
paratus operated  in  the  horn  and  cel- 
luloid business. 

As  manufacturers  of  high-grade  hair 
ornaments  the  company  is  the  only  one 
in  this  city  which  deals  in  horn,  and 
makes  a durable  and  skillfully  finished 
horn  line  of  goods  that  has  obtained 
wide  recognition  in  the  wholesale  and 
jobbing  trade  for  its  high  quality  and 
attractive  designs. 

The  company  cards  and  boxes  its 
pins  in  an  attractive  manner,  has  es- 
pecial trademarks  that  stand  for  qual- 
ity and  wearability,  and  has  built  up  a 


trade  that  extends  through  the  United 
States,  Canada,  South  America,  and 
Cuba. 

Celluloid  back  combs,  side  combs, 
and  barrettes,  as  well  as  novelties  in 
hair  ornaments  are  manufactured,  and 
these,  passing  through  the  hands  of 
jobbers  and  exporters,  reach  all  mar- 
kets where  such  goods  are  in  demand. 
Two  traveling  salesmen  cover  consid- 
erable territory  from  their  New  York 
and  Chicago  offices,  and  the  largest 
dealers  in  this  country  are  among  the 
customers  that  are  supplied. 

The  plant  has  a capacity  for  one 
hundred  employees,  and  when  the  full 
force  is  in  operation  the  company  be- 
comes a notable  factor  in  the  com- 
munity through  its  employment  of 
labor,  and  its  consequent  distribution 
of  wages. 


The  officers  of  the  company  are 
Atherton  P.  Mason,  president,  and 
George  V.  Upton,  treasurer.  Mr.  Up- 
ton is  also  the  manager,  and  under 
his  administration  the  advancement 
and  success  of  the  company  has  taken 
place.  Mr.  Upton  was  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  Parkhlll  Mfg.  Co.  and 
Grant  Yarn  Co.  in  our  city,  and  Is  now 
clerk  of  the  Grant  Yarn  Co. 

His  former  experience  in  industrial 
affairs  has  been  expertly  applied  to 
the  management  of  the  Fitchburg  Horn 
Goods  Company,  and  the  result  has 
been  a steady  advancement  in  at- 
tractiveness and  quantity  of  product, 
and  a standing  among  those  manu- 
facturers that  reflect  credit  upon  our 
community  as  well  as  upon  the  gentle- 
men who  have  invested  in  and  pro- 
moted them. 


A FAMILIAR  CORNER 


CHARLES  BUJOLD 

A Real  Estate  Owner  Who  Has 
Been  Located  Here 
Over  Thirteen 
Years 

No  neighborhood  is  complete  without 
its  own  mercantile  establishments. 
There  may  be  all  the  big  manufactur- 
ing plants  possible,  but  once  the  neigh- 
borhood is  given  over  to  residen- 
tial purposes,  the  founding  of  retail 
enterprises  must  necessarily  begin. 
Thus  the  Cleghorn  district  was  made 
possible  by  the  Industrial  plants  that 
were  located  here,  but  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  workers  has  been 
furnished  by  the  retail  stores  that 
have  been  developed  among  them. 

Representative  of  the  commercial 


CHARLES  BUJOLD 


spirit  in  the  Cleghorn  district  may  be 
mentioned  Charles  Bujold,  who  has 
been  established  in  this  neighborhood 
for  the  past  thirteen  years,  and  was  at 


116  Fairmount  street,  for  all  but  one 
year  of  that  time,  conducting  a most 
successful  grocery  and  meat  business, 
which  is  steadily  expanding. 

Recently,  however,  owing  to  ill 
health,  brought  about  primarily 
through  too  close  application  to  the 
work,  Mr.  Bujold  deemed  it  advisable 
to  dispose  of  his  store,  and  give  his 
attention  for  the  present  to  the  care 
of  his  tenement  property,  and  develop- 
ment of  his  real  estate,  and  later  with 
returning  health,  engage  in  another  line 
of  business.  Frederick  Rousseau,  of 
Ware,  purchased  the  store  and  will 
continue  to  maintain  the  high  standard 
established  by  the  former  proprietor. 

Mr.  Bujold  is  one  of  the  heavy  prop- 
erty owners  in  the  Cleghorn  district, 
and  among  the  real  estate  that  he 
owns  is  the  brick  building  that  he  oc- 
cupied, which  is  one  of  the  most  mod- 
ernly constructed  in  this  part  of  Fitch- 
burg. The  three-story  block  next  to 
the  store,  and  the  largest  tenement 
building  in  Cleghorn,  which  is  only  a 
short  distance  from  his  former  place  of 
business,  and  located  on  Fairmount 
street,  is  owned  by  him,  also,  besides 
the  property  already  mentioned  he  has 
some  nine  to  ten  thousand  feet  of  land. 

Mr.  Bujold  came  from  Haverhill  to 
Fitchburg,  and  after  settling  here  chose 
the  Cleghorn  district  for  his  seat  of 
operations.  One  year  in  a smaller 
store  resulted  in  such,  increased  trade 
that  larger  quarters  had  to  be  secured, 
and  in  succeeding  years  a substantial 
and  successful  trade  has  been  devel- 
oped. Mr.  Bujold  is  regarded  as  a 
capable  business  man  who  has  the 
friendship  and  good-will  of  neighbors 
and  fellow-citizens. 


JAMES  PIGGOTT 


The  Proprietor  of  the  Fitchburg  Plating 
Works  and  the  Royal  Enamel 
Works 

A reelection  to  the  aldermanic  board 
at  a time  when  the  tide  was  sweeping 
in  the  direction  of  the  opposing  party 
is  one  of  the  evidences  that  have  lately 
been  offered  as  to  the  standing  of 
James  Piggott  in  this  community.  This 
has  come  as  the  result  of  more  than 
twenty  years  as  a workman,  a business 


man  and  a citizen — an  ample  time  in 
which  to  demonstrate  his  ability  and 
integrity. 

Mr.  Piggott  is  a plater  by  trade,  and 
it  is  natural  that  his  first  business  ven- 
ture should  be  the  establishment  of  the 
Fitchburg  Plating  Works,  which  en- 
joys the  patronage  of  nearly  all  the 
machine  shops  of  the  city,  besides  cus- 
tomers outside,  including  the  Boston 
& Maine  railroad.  Electro-plating  in 
nickel,  copper,  brass  and  silver  are 
done,  as  well  as  buffing,  lacquering  and 
oxidizing,  and  the  quality  is  not  ex- 
celled. Specialties  in  light  hardware 
are  also  manufactured  at  these  works, 
which  are  located  in  the  rear  of  5 Main 
street. 

In  October,  1910,  Mr,  Piggott  bought 
out  the  Royal  Enamel  Works,  which 
had  been  in  operation  for  about  forty 
years.  Their  reputation  was  wide- 
spread for  excellence  of  output  and  re- 
liability, and  the  new  management  has 
not  allowed  any  lowering  of  stand- 


ards in  either  particular.  On  the  other 
hand,  new  equipment  has  been  added 
with  the  result  that  the  volume  of 
work  has  been  quadrupled. 

Anything  in  turned  wood  articles, 
which  requires  enameling  comes  within 
the  scope  of  these  works,  and  any  fin- 
ish called  for  is  applied.  If  desired,  or- 
ders are  taken  for  both  turning  and 
enameling,  in  which  case  the  first  proc- 
ess is  performed  in  the  manner  which 
has  made  Fitchburg  work  so  widely 
known,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Royal  Works,  which  assume  the  entire 
responsibility.  The  product  of  the 
works  finds  a market  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  New  England,  New  York 
and  Canada.  The  plant  is  located  In 
the  rear  ot  26  East  street. 

Notwithstanding  the  variety  and  ex- 
tent of  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Pig- 
gott has  found  time  to  render  efficient 
serv'ice  as  a member  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment, and  is  deservedly  popular 
among  his  many  acquaintances. 
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Fitchburg’s  Public  School  System — Complete, 
Well-Balanced  and  Progressive 

By  JOSEPH  G.  EDGERLY 


yQoo oo^)?ocg  OpO^OO 00-{30< 


WALLACE  WAY  AND  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL 


The  school  system  consists  of  twelve 
grades — eight  elementary,  and  four  of 
high  school. 

Pupils  six  years  of  age  are  admitted 
to  grade  one.  Provision  is  made  in 
some  parts  of  the  city  for  a kinder- 
garten or  a sub-primary  grade  for  pu- 
pils five  years  of  age. 

One  year  is  allowea  for  a grade.  The 
pupil,  therefore,  who  enters  grade  one 
a.’  the  age  of  six — if  the  attendance  is 
regular — may  expect  to  enter  the  high 
school  at  fourteen  and  be  graduated 
therefrom  at  eighteen. 

Ungraded,  or  special  schools,  are 
kept  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  need 
special  drill.  Pupils  two  or  three  years 
older  than  the  average  of  the  class 
enter  such  a school.  Some  of  them 
are  unfamiliar  with  the  English  lan- 
guage, others  have  attended  school 
elsewhere  at  intervals.  Various  rea- 
sons are  assigned  for  the  retardation 
of  pupils,  many  of  whom  are  able, 
by  working  in  one  of  these  special 
classes,  to  gain  admission — before  the 
close  of  the  year — to  a grade  one  or 
two  years  in  advance. 

Schools  are  in  session  forty  weeks 
per  year.  There  are  two  terms  of 
twenty  weeks  each — the  first  term  be- 
ginning the  day  after  "Labor  Day,’’  the 
second  term  beginning  the  Monday  next 
succeeding  the  close  of  the  first  term. 

The  whole  number  of  different  pupils 
registered  last  year  was  4,424,  average 
daily  attendance  3,824. 

There  are  in  the  service  of  the  city 
117  teachers,  who  are  elected  by  the 
school  board,  and  in  addition  to  this 
number,  teachers  are  selected  by  the 
state  board  of  education  for  the  model 
and  practice  schools  at  Day  street, 
Highland  avenue,  the  Edgerly  building, 
and  the  practical  arts  school.  Twenty 
teachers  would  be  required  for  these 
schools  In  case  they  were  organized 
each  with  a separate  teacher,  thus 
making  a total  of  137  teachers  for  the 
city.  The  city  pays  the  common- 
wealth for  each  pupil  attending  one  of 
these  schools  a sum  equal  to  the 
amount  paid  at  schools  of  correspond- 
ing grade  in  other  parts  of  the  city. 

A special  teacher  of  singing,  and  one 
of  drawing,  are  employed  for  grades 
below  the  high  school.  A cooking 
school  is  maintained  at  the  Academy 
street  building  for  girls  of  grades  seven 
and  eight  from  each  of  the  grammar 
schools,  and  a manual  training  depart- 
ment In  the  high  school  building  for 
boys  of  these  grades  from  the  several 
grammar  schools.  The  manual  train- 
ing is  continued  for  the  entering  class 
at  the  high  school. 

Pupils  are  admitted  to  the  high 
school  annually  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  teachers  of  the  respect- 
ive grammar  schools.  There  are  five 
grammar  schools,  each  with  an  eighth 
grade,  from  which  pupils  may  be  ad- 


mitted to  the  high  school.  These 
schools  are  located  as  follows:  1, 


Pleasant  street;  2,  Practical  Arts,  Myr- 
tle avenue  extension;  3,  Goodrich 
street;  4,  Hosmer  school.  South  street; 
5,  Ashburnham  street.  There  are,  also, 
schools  respectively  at  Day  street. 
South  Fitchburg,  Laurel  street,  and 
Clarendon  street,  in  which  grades  one 
to  six  inclusive  are  maintained  regu- 
larly, and,  at  times,  grades  seven  an  1 
eight. 

There  are  three  four-room  buildings, 
three  two-room  buildings,  each  with  a 
grade  in  a room,  three  suburban  schools 
one-room  buildings — with  grades  ac- 
cording to  the  number  or  the  advance- 
ment or  pupils  in  attendance. 

Fitchburg  maintains  evening  schools 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  law  of  the  commonwealth,  viz.; 

"Any  town  may,  and  every  city  or 
town  of  ten  thousand  or  more  inhabi- 
tants shall,  maintain  annually  evening 
schools  for  the  instruction  of  persons 
over  fourteen  years  of  age  in  orthog- 
raphy, reading,  writing,  the  English 
language  and  grammar,  geography, 
arithmetic,  industrial  drawing,  both 
freehand  and  mechanical,  the  history 
of  the  United  States,  physiology  and 
hygiene,  and  good  behavior.  Such 
other  subjects  may  be  taught  in  such 
schools  as  the  school  committee  consid- 
er expedient.” 

The  work  of  the  evening  schools  is 
elementary,  many  of  those  in  attend- 


ance, although  sixteen  years  of  age, 
being  unable  to  read  and  write  in  Eng- 
lish. While  an  evening  schooi  is  in 
session,  no  minor  over  sixteen  years 
of  age  can  be  employed  in  any  man- 
ufacturing establishment  unless  he  is 
a regular  attendant  upon  an  evening 
school.  Last  year  622  were  registered 
at  the  respective  evening  schools,  of 
which  number  at  least  one-half  were 
classed  as  "illiterates”  between  the 
ages  of  16  and  21. 

The  law  of  the  commonwealth  re- 
quires the  attendance  at  a day  school 
of  all  children  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  14  for  the  entire  time  the  schools 
are  in  session,  and  the  attendance  of 
those  between  14  and  16  who  are  un- 
able to  read  and  write  in  English.  A 
truant  officer  is  employed  whose  duty 
it  is  to  attend  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws  relating  to  attendance. 

No  one  under  14  can  be  employed 
in  factories,  and  those  between 
14  and  16,  in  order  to  obtain  employ- 
ment, must  secure  certificates  from  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 
Last  year  470  of  these  certificates  were 
issued. 

The  attendance  upon  the  high  school 
and  the  higher  classes  of  the  gram- 
mar schools  is  increasing  year  by  year. 


Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  large  num- 
bers were  withdrawn  from  school  be- 


fore they  had  reached  the  seventh 
grade,  and  not  unfrequently,  they 
dropped  out  before  reaching  the  sixth. 
Statutory  enactment  has  tended  to  in- 
crease the  enrolment,  while  there  is  on 
the  part  of  many  parents  a desire  or 
a disposition  to  have  their  children 
continue  their  studies.  ’ 

A comparison  is  made  of  two  years 
— 1911  and  1882 — a year  just  previous 
to  the  enactment  of  the  free  text-l)ook 
law.  The  population  at  the  present 
time — census  figures  of  1910 — is  37,826; 
in  1882. — census  figures  of  1881 — it 
was  13,243.  The  high  school  enrol- 
ment today  exceeds  800,  in  1881  it  was 
160,  five  times  as  many  pupils  at  the 
high  school  and  less  than  three  times 
as  many  inhabitants  or  an  increase  in 
population  of  185  per  cent,,  of  high  en- 
rolment 400  per  cent. 

School  expenditures  must  of  neces- 
sity have  increased  to  a great  extent. 
High  school  expenditures  were  in  for- 
mer years  as  they  are  today  very  large 
in  comparison  with  those  of  element- 
ary grades,  and  this  increase  is  inten- 
sified by  the  operation  of  the  free  text- 
book law. 

The  total  cost  of  the  schools  in  1881, 
the  year  taken  for  comparison,  was 
$39,676.16;  in  1910,  $139,927.26.  The  ex- 
pense per  pupil  based  upon  the  aver- 
age daily  attendance  in  1881  was  $20.06, 
in  1910,  $35.81. 

The  high  school  maintains  five  sep- 
arate courses  of  study,  viz.:  1,  College 
Preparatory;  2,  Co-operative  Indus- 
trial; 3,  Technology  Preparatory;  4, 
Commercial;  5,  General. 

Extracts  from  the  high  school  printed 
course  of  study: 

(1)  "The  College  Course  fits  satis- 
factorily for  any  American  college. 
This  is  necessarily  a difficult  course, 
and  may  be  completed  in  four  or  five 
years.  A five-year  course  is  arranged 
which  gives  an  excellent  preparation 
for  any  college. 

(2)  “The  co-operative  industrial 
course  which  is  patterned  after  that 
of  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  is  a 
form  of  an  apprenticeship  system, 
whereby  boys  receive  instruction  in 
the  shop  during  one  week,  and  instruc- 
tion in  the  school  the  next  week.  The 
course  is  of  four  years’  duration.  The 
first  year  is  spent  wholly  in  the  school, 
and  during  the  other  three  years  the 
boys  alternate  weekly  between  school 
and  shop. 

Any  boy  who  is  regularly  admitted 
to  the  high  school  may,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  his  parents,  elect  this  course. 

(3)  "The  General  Course  aims  to 
meet  the  needs  of  those  who  go  from 
the  high  school  into  active  life,  or  of 
those  who  do  not  desire  a strictly 
classical  or  technical  training.  This 
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course,  however  offers  a good  educa- 
tion, with  considerable  freedom  in  the 
choice  of  electives. 

(4)  “The  Technical  Course,  which  is 
designed  primarily  for  students  plan- 
ning to  enter  a technical  school,  pro- 
vides an  excellent  foundation  for  the 
mechanical  and  scientific  professions. 

(5)  “Pupils  who  intend  to  enter 
upon  a business  life  on  graduation 
from  the  high  school  may  profitably 
pursue  the  commercial  course.” 


DIADEM  MFC.  CO. 

Superior  Quality  the  Standard  of 
This  Comb,  Fancy  Pin 
and  Novelty 
Concern 

The  Diadem  Manufacturing  Co.  is 
one  of  the  concerns  that  has  opened 
a new  field  of  operations  in  our  city. 


signs  in  hatpin  heads,  and  it  is  now 
preparing  to  introduce  its  goods  in 
foreign  countries. 

The  present  plant  of  the  company 
has  a capacity  of  nearly  three  hundred 
hands,  and  though  only  a quarter  of 
that  number  are  now  employed,  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  in  more  active 
seasons  the  entire  capacity  will  be 
utilized.  In  its  own  machine  room 
improvements  in  manufacturing  meth- 
ods are  constantly  being  devel- 
oped. 

The  corporation  is  composed  of  men 
of  sound  business  ability  and  progres- 
siveness. They  have  already  made  a 
notable  reputation  for  the  Diadem  Co. 
for  the  short  time  that  it  has  been  in 
existence. 

The  prosperity  the  Diadem  Manu- 
facturing Co.  will  undoubtedly  enjoy 
will  certainly  be  shared  with  this 
community  where  its  operations  take 
place. 


of  enterprising  ability,  square  dealing, 
and  desirable  stock  that  leads  to  this 
result.  Also,  though  outside  of  the 
locality  where  such  transactions  gen- 
erally take  place,  Mr.  Holland  has 
practically  the  whole  of  South  Fitch- 
burg for  his  territory,  and  he  not  only 
has  almost  all  of  this  trade  but  delivers 
orders  in  all  parts  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Holland  occupies  some  two  acres 
of  land  on  Water  street,  opposite  the 
jail,  but  he  also  has  extensive  coal 
yards  at  the  rear  of  32  Bemis  road. 
A spur  track  gives  him  direct  trans- 
portation facilities,  and  the  all-rail 
delivery  gives  him  the  clean  coal  which 
is  so  much  desired  by  housekeepers, 
which  makes  for  economy  in  the  use  of 
fuel  and  adds  to  its  free-burning  qual- 
ities. 

The  sheds  have  a capacity  of  some 
2000  tons,  and  he  sells  all  kinds  of  an- 
thracite in  the  sizes  most  popularly 
called  for. 

Long  and  short  wood  is  handled. 
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THE  BROWNELL-MASON  CO. 

Plumbing  and  Steam  Heating  Con- 
cern That  Has  Extensive 
Contracts  and  Fine 
Facilities 

The  Brownell-Mason  Co.,  established 
as  at  present,  January  11,  1906,  with 
warerooms  at  159  Main  street,  has  in 
the  past  six  years  had  a progressive 
and  prosperous  career. 

The  old  concern  of  Brownell  & 
Mason  dates  back  to  1880,  and  when 
the  business  was  reorganized  it  was 
taken  in  charge  by  men  who  had  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  former  company, 
and  who  had  received  their  training 
and  experience  from  them. 

The  company  at  present  is  composed 
of  John  W.  Burtt  and  Carlos  W.  Jenna. 
In  the  past  six  years  these  competent 
men  have  given  evidence  of  ability 
and  trustworthiness,  and  have  received 
contracts  which  they  have  fulfilled  with 
a thoroughness  and  satisfaction  that 
has  assisted  to  the  high  reputation  the 
concern  has  always  held.  They  have 
to  their  credit  some  of  the  largest  and 
most  expensive  plumbing  and  heating 
contracts  installed  in  this  vicinity. 
Sheet  metal  work  is  also  performed. 
They  have  a large,  well-arranged 
workshop  situated  off  Cushing  street, 
where  all  the  modern  equipment  that 
is  utilized  in  sheet  metal  work  is  at 
hand.  A large  force  of  competent 
workmen  is  employed  here.  At  the 
store,  159  Main  street,  plumbing  and 
heating  supplies,  kitchen  utensils,  tin 
and  metal  ware  are  carried  in  stock,  and 
the  store  has  a large  trade  in  this  line 
of  goods. 

Plumbing  and  heating  are  the  spec- 
ialties of  the  concern,  however,  and 
scientific  and  sanitary  operations  are 
conducted.  The  installation  of  a sys- 
tem, with  this  concern,  means  not  only 
that  the  work  will  be  thoroughly  per- 
formed and  its  perfect  working  order 
assured,  but  also  that  plans  have  been 
followed  by  which  the  plumbing  will 
be  most  effective  in  sanitary  precau- 
tions and  that  the  heating  equipment 
will  be  placed  w’here  it  may  be  econom- 
ically operated. 

Messrs.  Burtt  and  Jenna  have  long 
been  residents  of  this  city  and  are  re- 
garded as  sound  industrial  men,  whose 
transactions  and  citizenship  are  most 
creditable  to  our  community. 

The  relation  of  such  an  establish- 
ment to  the  health,  comfort,  and 
economical  maintenance  of  homes  and 
factories  is  intimate  and  difficult  to 
overestimate.  As  the  years  pass, 
the  science  of  the  plumbing  and  heat- 
ing engineer  has  a wider  extent,  and 
is  more  exact;  and  at  the  same  time 
the  manufacturers  supply  material  of 
improved  design  and  construction. 


and  the  completeness  with  which  it 
is  covering  the  ground  is  as  gratifying 
to  the  community  as  it  is  to  those  who 
are  more  directly  concerned. 

The  business  was  organized  first  in 
1907  as  the  Fitchburg  Pin  Co.,  and  in 
January,  1910,  was  incorporated  as  the 
Diadem  Manufacturing  Co.,  its  officers 
being  B.  E.  Sawyer,  president  and 
treasurer:  C.  H.  Flint,  vice-president; 
P.  W.  Flint,  secretary;  H.  A.  Thorn- 
dike, superintendent. 

The  company’s  plant  at  114  Lunen- 
burg street  is  declared  by  experts  to 
be  one  of  the  best  and  cleanest  fac- 
tories in  the  country.  While  this 
might  seem  a remote  consideration, 
modern  manufacturers  realize  that  the 
best  work  is  done  under  the  best  con- 
ditions, and  that  light,  airy,  and  san- 
itary workrooms  make  for  healthful, 
contented  and  consequently  efficient 
employees. 

This  is  especially  necessary  when 
superior  quality  is  guaranteed  by  the 
manufacturers,  as  is  the  case  of  the 
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J.  H.  HOLLAND 


Wood  and  Coal  Dealer  Who 
Has  Successfully  De- 
veloped a Fine 
Business 

Though  sections  of  the  city  outside 
of  the  center  are  often  excellent  lo- 


THE DIADEM  MAN  UFACTURING  CO. 


Diadem  company.  Combs,  barrettes, 
fancy  pins,  and  novelties  in  celluloid 
are  the  products. 

The  “Diadem”  is  one  of  the  trade- 
marks used  on  its  package  hairpins, 
and  when  these  are  procured  one  gets 
the  best.  They  are  a sanitary  pin,  do 
not  fade,  break  or  split,  and  have  per- 
fect points  and  finish. 

The  company  has  shown  inventive 
and  initiative  qualities  in  placing  upon 
the  market  beautiful  hand-carved 
combs  and  barrettes,  also  original  de- 


and a steam  engine  furnishes  power 
for  sawing  wood  at  the  yards,  so  that 
any  dimension  can  be  supplied  to  or- 
der. Baled  hay  is  another  commodity 
carried,  and  jobbing  is  done  at  short 
notice,  eleven  horses  being  owned  by 
this  concern,  and  ten  to  twelve  men 
employed. 

Mr.  Holland  has  been  located  in 
South  Fitchburg  for  twenty  years,  and 
was  previously  engaged  in  wood  and 
lumber  transactions  about  here.  The 
wood  yard  was  established  some  ten 
years  before  dealing  in  coal  was  be- 
gun, and  in  the  past  decade  there  has 
been  a continual  increase  in  volume 
of  business,  capacity,  and  facilities. 

Mr.  Holland  is  known  not  only  as 
a successful  and  leading  business  man 
of  this  section,  but  is  numbered  among 
the  sound  industrial  men  of  our  city, 
interested  in  all  movements  or  efforts 
to  effect  the  advancement  and  develop- 
ment of  this  community. 


PHOENIX  MARKET 


cations  for  certain  lines  of  retail  trade, 
there  are  other  enterprises  which  one 
looks  upon  as  having  their  natural 
headquarters  in  the  congested  part  of 
the  community,  and  in  the  coal  and 
wood  business  one  usually  finds  this 
the  accepted  rule. 

There  is  no  rule  without  exceptions, 
and  in  this  particular  case  the  excep- 
tion is  J.  H.  Holland,  the  coal  and  wood 
dealer  at  446  Water  street.  His  suc- 
cess would  seem  to  Indicate  that  it 
is  not  so  much  a matter  of  location  as 


Well-Known  Business  House  Conducted 
by  L.  J.  Scanlon 

The  high  cost  of  living  is  a subject 
we  hear  a great  deal  about  these  days, 
though  it  is  not  such  an  urgent  mat- 
ter in  some  quarters  of  our  city  as  in 
others.  There  are  some  tradesmen  who 
aid  in  reducing  the  cost  of  living,  by 
the  help  of  experience  and  good  judg- 
ment, buying  at  the  lowest  possible 
rate  and  selling  accordingly.  If  this 
does  not  make  the  cost  of  living  cheap, 
at  least  it  makes  it  lower  than  if  the 
buying  is  poorly  done  and  the  consu- 
mer has  to  pay  for  the  ignorance  or 
carelessness  of  the  retailer. 

One  of  the  most  experienced  meat 
men  in  Fitchburg  is  L.  J.  Scanlon,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Phoenix  Market,  80  Main 
street,  since  1898,  and  engaged  in  that 
line  years  previous  to  that.  He  came 
to  this  city  in  1883  and  was  employed 
by  Lowe  Bros,  for  ten  years.  Later 
he  and  his  brothers  entered  the  whole- 
sale meat  business  on  their  own  ac- 
count, and  erected  the  building  which 
was  purchased  by  the  J.  P.  Squire  Co. 
Mr.  Scanlon  then  established  his  pres- 
ent market,  and  in  the  thirteen  years 
succeeding  has  built  up  a splendid 
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Oldest  Hostelry  in  The  City  Managed  Expertly  by 
W.  C.  Hamilton 


trade,  to  which  he  gives  thorough  sat- 
isfaction by  reasonable  prices,  and  the 
quality  of  stock  offered.  Thus  Mr. 
Scanlon  does  his  part  to  keep  down  the 
cost  of  living. 

Fresh  and  cured  iueats  in  all  va- 
rieties are  sold,  and  the  stock  is  daily 
renewed  so  that  its  quality  and  quan- 
tity satisfies  all  demands.  Canned 
goods,  fresh  vegetables  and  fruits  are 
also  handled.  Three  people  are  em- 
ployed and  one  team  used  for  deliver- 
ies. 

The  store  is  neatly  kept,  well  ar- 
ranged and  attractive,  prompt  response 
is  made  to  all  orders,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  best  markets  in  this  section.  Mr. 
Scanlon  was  a councilman  for  two 
terms,  is  identified  with  the  best  inter- 
ests of  this  city,  and  is  a responsible 
citizen  and  a sound,  business  man. 


MYRTON  A.  CUTLER 


Expert  Engraver  in  Savings  Bank 
Block  Has  Had  Long  Exper- 
ience at  His  Trade 

Though  the  profession  of  engraving 
is  generally  associated  with  the  jewel- 
ry business,  it  is,  like  every  other  in- 
dustry, more  completely  and  thorough- 
ly executed  when  entire  attention  is 
given  to  it.  That  a man  should  make 
it  his  sole  business  is  an  indication 
also  that  he  has  achieved  particular 
reputation  in  this  line,  for  he  would 
naturally  undertake  kindred  branches 
if  he  were  not  kept  busy  in  this  field. 

Myrton  A.  Cutler,  the  engraver  in 
the  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank  block, 
has  been  established  for  himself  here 
for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He  has  in 
that  time  given  exclusive  attention  to 
this  line  of  work.  Though  for  twenty- 
three  years,  he  has  had  charge  of  this 
block.  Various  assistants  are  em- 
ployed for  the  caretaking  of  the  build- 
ing, and  their  work  is  supervised  by 
Mr.  Cutler.  Except  for  these  affairs, 
Mr.  Cutler  gives  his  time  to  engraving, 
and  the  finest  work  in  this  trade  that 
is  done  anywhere  in  the  country  is 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Cutler. 

Practically  all  of  the  jewelers  in 
Fitchburg  and  Leominster  have  their 
engraving  done  here,  and  any  sort  of 
lettering  is  attended  to  in  a thoroughly 
artistic  and  workmanlike  manner. 

Letterhead  engraving,  monograms 
on  stationery,  door  piates,  casket 
plates,  badges  and  engraving  on  any 
sort  of  metal  are  lines  of  work  executed 
here,  and  inscription  and  monogram 


MYRTON  A.  CUTLER 

work  on  watches  and  jewelrv  is  a 
specialty. 

Stencil  work  is  also  done,  and  any- 
thing that  comes  into  this  field,  wheth- 
er of  ordinary  demand  or  most  un- 
usual, is  attended  to  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  the  customers. 

Mr.  Cutler,  who  was  born  in  Fitch- 
burg, learned  the  trade  of  jeweler  here, 
and  after  some  years  in  that  industry, 
followed  a natural  bent  and  specialized 
on  engraving. 

He  was  formerly  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Savings  Bank  building, 
but  in  later  years  occupies  an  office 
one  floor  up.  He  is  known  to  most  of 
P’itchburg’s  residents,  and  as  the  super- 
visor of  this  l)ank  property,  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  engraving  business,  has 
won  a reputation  for  integrity  and 
uprightness. 


There  is  considerable  advantage  in 
managing  a hotel  that  has  been  in  ex- 
istence for  many  years,  as  travelers 
have  become  familiar  with  the  name 
and  a mention  of  the  city  where  it  is 
located  brings  to  mind  the  hotel  where 
one  is  accustomed  to  stop. 


Thus  to  mention  Fitchburg  is  to 
bring  to  mind  the  American  House,  for 
this  has  been  the  stopping  place  of 
travellers  and  visitors  to  our  city  for 
many  years,  and  has  been  the  hostelry 
at  which  many  noted  guests  have  been 
entertained. 

But  under  the  proprietorship  of  Wil- 
liam C.  Hamilton,  for  the  past  four 
years,  the  hotel  has  won  its  greatest 
distinction,  for  though  long  establish- 
ment gives  a reputation  to  a hotel, 
modern  and  efficient  service  is  what 
brings  it  patronage  at  the  present  day. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  house,  in  1907,  he  had  it 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  newly  fur- 
nished, and  put  in  operation  the  best 
equipment  for  the  accommodation  and 
comfort  of  guests.  It  has  in  conse- 
quence become  the  headquarters  for 
travelling  salesmen,  theatrical  people, 
automobilists  and  other  transients, 
whose  travel  through  many  states 
make  them  critical  of  hotel  methods 
and  service. 

Yet.  among  these  discriminating  peo- 
ple, the  American  House  is  spoken  of 
most  highly,  and  their  commendation 
is  shown  in  repeated  visits,  and  the 
recommendation  they  give  to  others 
"on  the  road.” 

The  hotel  offers  accommodations  for 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
people,  there  being  one  hundred  and 
five  rooms,  and  the  dining  room  giv- 
ing a seating  capacity  for  seventy, 
which,  however,  can  be  extended  to 
care  for  one  hundred. 

A large  office,  checking  rooms,  par- 
lors, writing  and  sample  rooms,  are 
some  of  the  conveniences  it  affords 
and  one  of  the  best  stocked  cafes  in 
the  city  is  conducted  in  connection 
with  it. 

Gas  and  electric  lights,  steam  heat, 
running  cold  and  hot  water,  open 
plumbing  and  improved  sanitary  facili- 
ties are  installed.  The  force  of  thirty- 
five  people  employed  are  expert  in  their 


respective  duties  and  are  alert  in  their 
labors  and  in  their  service  to  guests. 

William  C.  Hamilton  is  a hotel  man 
who  is  not  only  experienced  in  the 
management  of  public  houses,  but  has 
been  brought  up  m that  atmosphere, 
and  is  wholly  familiar  with  the  de- 


mands the  public  makes,  and  the  at- 
tentions it  desires.  He  was  in  the 
hotel  business  in  Worcester,  where  his 
father  was  one  of  the  best  known  land- 
lords for  many  years.  He  has  a wide 
acquaintance  with  travelling  people, 
provides  one  of  the  most  varied  and 
palatable  menus  that  is  offered  in  New 
England,  and  attends  strictly  to  the  in- 
ner and  outer  comfort  of  the  many 
who  register  with  him. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  an  enthusiast  in 
hunting,  automobiling  and  other  out- 
door sports,  is  a member  of  several 
fraternal  organizations,  and  has  a 
friendly  and  congenial  disposition,  with 
which  are  combined  enterprising  busi- 
ness qualities  that  make  him  a delight- 
ful and  most  efficient  host. 


B.  L.  RICH  & CO. 

Successful  Piano  House,  Where 
Musical  Merchandise  of  High 
Grade  Is  Sold  to  Many 
Patrons 

Representative  of  the  piano  and  mu- 
sicai  merchandise  trade  in  Fitchburg  is 
the  old  established  concern  of  B.  L. 
Rich  & Co.,  at  168  Main  street,  where 
it  has  been  located-  since  1886,  extend- 
ing its  operations  in  that  time  and  be- 
coming known  as  one  of  the  leaders 
in  our  city  in  this  class  of  trade.  The 
old  and  sound  establishment  of  any 
business  is  of  course  a valuable  factor 
of  any  firm’s  reputation,  but  it  is  par- 
ticularly desirable  in  the  piano  busi- 
ness. 

Few  people  are  wholly  secure  in  their 
own  choice  or  judgmient  of  a musical 
instrument,  and  they  naturally  depend 
a great  deal  upon  the  dealer’s  judg- 
ment. In  consequence  they  want  to 


trade  with  a house  that  has  been  doing 
business  in  their  own  city  for  some 
length  of  time,  and  whose  relia- 
bility and  expert  knowledge  may 
be  depended  upon.  As  B.  L.  Rich 
& Co.  is  one  of  the  oldest  piano 
concerns  in  this  city,  it  is  much 
favored  by  people  who  intend  to  buy 
an  instrument,  and  the  makes  carried 
further  the  confidence  generally  held  in 
this  firm  and  its  methods. 

The  Chickering,  than  which  there  is 
no  better  in  the  worid,  is  one  of  the 
pianos  sold.  The  fact  that  this  instru- 
ment is  being  more  and  more  largeiy 
used  in  concert  and  professionai  work 


is  proof  of  the  regard  in  which  it  is 
held  by  accomplished  musicians.  Haines 
Bros,  is  another  make  that  has  received 
the  commendation  of  music  lovers  and 
performers,  and  for  a medium  price 
the  Poole  has  been  more  and  more  pur- 
chased by  those  who  like  a smooth, 
even-toned  and  finely  constructed 
piano.  These,  with  the  Lindaman, 
Crown,  and  others,  are  dealt  in  by  Rich 
& Co.  Different  cases  and  styles  are 
shown  in  uprights,  grands,  baby  grands, 
etc.,  and  each  is  recommended  for  its 
particular  qualities  by  these  dealers. 
This  concern  also  handles  player  pia- 
nos and  has  been  very  successful  with 
them.  Stringed  instruments,  sheet  and 
folio  music,  racks,  stools  and  other 
musical  merchandise  are  shown  in  all 
the  varieties  or  designs  for  which  there 
is  any  demand. 

B.  L.  Rich,  now  sole  proprietor  of 
this  business,  was  a partner  in  the 
concern  when  it  was  first  established, 
and  came  here  from  Putnam,  Ct.,  when 
there  was  but  one  other  firm  of  this 
kind  in  the  field.  The  business  has  had 
a solid  footing  from  the  start.  Mr.  Rich, 
as  a performer  and  tuner,  demonstrates 
his  goods  with  facility  and  thorough- 
ness, and.  the  patronage  that  has  been 
built  up  is  proof  of  his  ability  and 
square  dealing. 

'The  firm  is  one  of  the  reliable  and 
successful  enterprises  of  its  class  In 
our  city,  and  in  his  years  of  residence 
here  Mr.  Rich  has  become  known  as  a 
citizen  identified  with  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  community. 


J.  M.  GOODRICH 


Thirteen  Years  in  One  Store,  The  Record 
of  Grocer  on  Lunenburg  Street 
Always  having  in  mind  that  good 
things  to  eat  is  what  is  expected  of  a 
high-class  grocery  store,  J.  M.  Good- 
rich, 157  Lunenburg  street,  corner  of 
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Boutelle  street,  has  made  this  a prin- 
ciple of  his  business,  and  has  attended 
to  it  so  strictly  and  effectively  as  to 
build  up  a particular  patronage  that 
has  been  increased  and  sustained  in 
thirteen  years’  career  in  this  one  lo- 
cation. 

The  store  had  been  previously  occu- 
pied by  a number  of  tradesmen,  and 
Mr.  Goodrich  bought  out  a concern 
which  had  been  here  for  a short  time. 
Taking  possession  of  the  premises  in 
January,  1898,  he  has  in  the  subsequent 
period  maintained  a select  and  up-to- 
date  stock,  has  asked  but  fair  prices, 
and  has  given  prompt  and  expert  ser- 
vice. 

It  is  one  of  the  oldest  grocery  stores 
under  one  management  in  this  vicinity, 
and  the  permanency  of  the  trade  has 
been  assured  by  the  methods  employed. 
Staple  and  fancy  groceries  of  guaran- 
teed worth  are  dealt  in,  the  choicest 
lines  of  pickled  and  canned  goods, 
cooked  and  unprepared  foods,  cereals, 
etc.,  so  that  the  housekeeper  can  order 
her  daily  or  weekly  supply,  and  be 
confident  that  the  order  will  be  filled  as 
well  as  if  she  were  trading  with  the 
largest  store  downtown. 

Confectionery,  fresh  fruits  and  veg- 
etables are  handled,  and  a number  of 
grocers’  specialties.  One  man  is  em- 
ployed, and  a team  is  used  for  taking 
and  delivering  orders. 

Mr.  Goodrich  has  had  experience  in 
this  line  from  boyhood,  as  he  was  for- 
merl\-  associated  with  his  father,  H.  A. 
Goodrich,  who  owned  a grocery  store 
in  the  center  of  the  city  for  a con- 
siderable time.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Merchants’  As- 
sociation, and  is  numbered  among  those 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  com- 
munity. 


FINLANDERS  STOCK  CO. 

Academy  Street  Business  Concern 
That  Is  Well  Known  and 
Successful 

Every  progressive  city  has  among  its 
increasing  population  a considerable 
portion  recruited  from  the  older  coun- 
tries across  the  Atlantic.  Fitchburg’s 
accession  from  other  shores  has  been 
welcomed  with  general  sincerity  and 
cordiality,  as  a large  proportion  of 
them  are  most  intelligent  people,  and 
have  been  promptly  assimilated  into 
citizenship,  in  all  that  the  term  im- 
plies. 

With  them  have  come  business  men 
trained  in  the  language,  needs,  and 
preferences  of  their  countrymen,  who 
have  soon  developed  an  equal  adapta- 
bility to  American  trade  customs.  The 
merchants  of  foreign  origin  doing 
business  in  Fitchburg  have  proved  to 
be  capable  and  upright  mercantile 
men.  Such  are  the  gentlemen  who  are 
interested  in  the  Finlanders  Stock  Co.. 
24  and  26  Academy  street,  and  this 
business,  established  in  1904,  has  be- 
come one  of  the  soundest  concerns  in 
this  section. 

Though  catering  principally  to  their 
own  nationality,  the  people  who  have 
come  from  Finland,  the  store  also 
does  business  with  others,  for  a large 
and  complete  line  of  staple  and  fancy 
groceries  is  dealt  in.  Fresh  and  cured 


meats  are  also  handled,  and  the  volume 
of  business  done  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  twelve  people  are  em- 
ployed, and  three  teams  kept  in  use. 

A separate  part  of  the  premises  i.s 
occupied  by  a department  of  boots  and 
shoes,  and  all  kinds  of  footwear  are 
carried,  and  sold  at  reasonable  prices. 

An  agency  for  steamship  tickets  is 
an  important  feature,  and  in  matters 


of  banking  and  real  estate  the  company 
is  frequently  consulted  by  many  of  the 
Finnish  people,  and  by  others  who 
have  reliance  upon  the  knowledge  and 
integrity  of  the  management. 

The  company  is  composed  of  some 
ten  stockholders,  and  the  officers  of  the 
corporation  are  Matti  Kotilainen,  pres- 
ident; Henry  Aironen,  treasurer  and 
manager;  Hjalmar  Kentio,  secretary. 

'treasurer  Aironen  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Fitchburg  for  eighteen  years, 
and  has  been  in  the  grocery  business 
for  eleven.  His  experience  and 
ability  have  been  markedly  demon- 
strated in  the  founding  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  Finlanders  Stock  Co., 
and  with  the  cooperation  of  other  in- 
vestors he  has  promoted  it  to  its  pres- 
ent success. 

Mr.  Aironen  has  the  complete  con- 
fidence of  his  countrymen  settled  in 
Fitchburg,  and  performs  such  offices 
for  them  as  make  him  a most  desir- 
able friend.  But  his  good  reputation 
is  by  no  means  limited  to  that  one 
class,  for  he  has  attained  an  enviable 
standing  in  the  esteem  of  his  acquaint- 
ances regardless  of  their  nativity. 


J.  W.  CALDWELL 

Fitchburg  Remnant  Store  Has  Grown  to 
Important  Position 

Though  established  but  a little  more 
than  three  years,  the  Fitchburg  Rem- 
nant Store,  349  Main  street,  under  the 
proprietorship  of  J.  W.  Caldwell,  has 
become  one  of  the  most  popular  trad- 
ing places  in  this  section. 


The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek,  for 
everyone,  whether  dependent  upon  a 
daily  wage  or  with  the  secure  feeling 
of  a competence  back  of  him,  likes  to 
know  that  he  is  getting  his  money’s 
worth  in  any  purchase  he  makes,  and 
the  feeling  is  that  this  is  the  place  to 
get  the  greatest  value  possible  for  the 
amount  expended. 

Originally  established  as  a remnant 
store,  numerous  lines  have  been  added, 
so  that  in  dry  and  fancy  goods  and 
smallwares  there  is  as  complete  a stock 
shown  as  is  carried  in  this  end  of  the 
city.  The  remnant  business,  however, 
remains  a most  important  part  of  the 
transactions,  for  Mr.  Caldwell  keeps  in 
close  touch  with  the  manufacturers, 
and  has  particular  facilities  for  getting 
remnants  or  seconds  from  mills. 

In  consequence,  in  woolens,  wor- 
steds, broadcloths,  silks  and  other  pro- 
ductions of  textile  plants  he  has  the 
first  selection  of  any  goods  that  for 
some  reason  or  other  are  not  available 
for  the  wholesale  trade.  Ginghams, 
cottons,  and  linens  are  also  secured  in 
this  way.  One  of  tfie  pleasures  in 
trading  with  the  Fitchburg  Remnant 
Store  is  that  if  there  is  some  slight 
injury  to  the  goods,  even  though  it 
does  not  show,  the  customer  is  in- 
formed of  what  the  depreciation  is, 
and  is  never  deceived  in  any  way. 

Special  makes  of  hosiery  are  secured 
from  the  manufacturers  direct,  and  at 
all  times  there  are  likely  to  be  bargains 
in  mittens,  gloves,  sweaters,  skirts  or 
other  garments;  and  in  bolt  materials, 
trouserings  or  suitings,  there  is  al- 
ways a desirable  assortment,  some  of 
which  is  secured  from  our  Fitchburg 
mills. 


Mr.  Caldwell,  the  proprietor  of  this 
business,  was  for  twelve  years  with 
the  Chamberlain-Huntress  Co.,  and 
was  in  charge  of  the  silk  department. 
In  December,  1908,  he  founded  his 
present  business,  and  his  experience, 
adaptability  and  enterprise  has  result- 
ed in  his  present  success. 


MORRILL  BROS. 

Clothing  and  Men’s  Furnishing 
Store  That  Has  Been 
Splendidly  Re- 
modelled 

Signs  of  progress  in  the  exterior  of 
buildings  mean  a corresponding  ad- 
vancement in  the  interior  transactions, 
all  of  which  is  creditable  to  the  in- 
dividual cencerns  and  to  the  com- 
munity generally. 

Among  the  property  most  recently 
improved  is  the  building  nearly  op- 
posite the  Sentinel  oifice  containing  the 
clothing  and  men’s  furnishing  business 
of  Morrill  Bros.,  364  Main  street,  which 
has  been  thoroughly  reconstructed  and 
now  presents  a modern,  up-to-date 
and  attractive  appearance,  in  a marked 
contrast  to  its  former  aspect,  which 
was  that  of  a relic  of  Fitchburg’s  rural 
period. 

Particularly  fine  show  windows  are 
now  one  of  the  features  that  excite 
attention.  Large  panes  of  plate  glass 
have  been  installed,  the  space  deepened, 
and  the  firm  has  responded  by  using 
them  to  the  best  advantage  with  dis- 
plays of  a finely-selected  stock. 

Ceilings  and  wood  work  have  been 
whitened  and  embellished  and  the 
store  is  now  one  of  the  most  con- 
veniently arranged  in  this  section  of 
the  city. 

The  business  has  been  established 
twelve  years  and  in  that  time  a repu- 
tation for  high-class  service  has  been 
developed  that  will  now  be  more  easily 
maintained  with  the  help  of  the  new 
facilities  and  accommodations. 

Men’s  and  youths'  clothing  is  car- 
ried in  well-selected  lines,  the  policy  of 
the  house  being  to  choose  those  makes 
of  garments  that  will  give  satisfaction 
through  durability,  style  and  season- 
able patterns;  so  that  all  stock  handled 
is  of  desirable  texture,  popular  design 
and  lasting  workmanship. 

This  firm  also  makes  a specialty  of 
taking  measurements  for  suits  or  sep- 
arate garments  and  of  providing  cus- 
tom-made clothing  at  ready-made 
clothing  prices. 

Hosiery,  neckwear,  underclothing  and 
other  men’s  furnishings  are  dealt  in 
and  the  complete  stock  affords  a suffi- 
cient variety  to  please  men  of  discrim- 
inating taste. 

Two  or  three  clerks  are  employed 
and  the  business  is  under  the  sole  pro- 
prietorship of  C.  R.  Morrill. 

Mr.  Morrill  has  been  associated  with 
the  concern  since  it  was  organized 
by  his  father,  who  bought  out  the 
Whitney  business  in  the  Fitchburg 
Savings  Bank  building.  Five  years 
later  it  was  turned  over  to  the  two 
sons  of  Mr.  Morrill,  and  the  death  of 
one  of  the  boys  and  the  parent  oc- 
curring five  and  three  years  ago,  the 
entire  responsibilities  have  been  as- 
sumed by  the  present  head  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Morrill  is  one  of  the  most  alert 
and  enterprising  young  business  men 
in  Fitchburg,  and  square  dealing,  cour- 
teous attention  and  fair  prices  have 
been  features  that  have  been  pursued 
with  profit  and  reputation  to  the  con- 
cern and  with  satisfaction  to  the  pub- 
lic. 
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The  Fitchburg  State  Normal  School-A  Leader  in 
Training  for  Practical  Education 

By  Principal  JOHN  G.  THOMPSON 
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In  1894,  Hon.  Arthur  H.  Lowe,  then 
mayor  of  Fitchburg,  suggested  to  the 
school  committee  that  instead  of  en- 
larging the  city  training  school  for 
teachers,  they  petition  the  state  board 
of  education  to  establish  a state  nor- 


mal school  in  Fitchl)urg.  The  sugges- 
tion was  acted  upon  and  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  four  new  normal 
schools,  in  Fitchburg,  Lowell,  North 
Adams,  and  Hyannis. 

The  Fitchburg  school  was  the  first 
of  the  four  to  be  organized,  on  July  1, 
1895.  For  tne  first  year  and  a half 
it  was  housed  in  temporary  quarters 
in  the  old  high  school  building  on  Aca- 
demy street.  In  September.  1895,  the 
school  opened  with  a class  of  46  young 
ladies,  in  charge  of  a principal  and 
three  teachers.  In  December,  1896,  the 
new  building  was  ready  for  occupancy. 

Since  then  the  school  has  graduated 
16  classes, — 609  students  from  the  ele- 
mentary course,  181  from  the  advanced 
course,  and  19  from  the  kindergarten 
course.  It  has  given  certificates  to  139 
completing  one-year  courses.  While 
the  great  majority  of  its  graduates  are 
at  work  in  Massachusetts,  some  of  them 
are  teaching  in  Japan,  Porto  Rico,  Ha- 
waii, California,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Indi- 
ana, Michigan,  Illinois,  Pennsylvania, 
Florida,  and  nine  other  states,  and  are 
receiving  salaries  ranging  from  $9  a 
week  to  $2500  a year.  Of  its  past  stu- 
dents, two  are  serving  as  superinten- 
dents of  schools,  17  as  teachers  In  nor- 
mal schools,  and  a large  number  as 
principals  of  buildings.  Many  are 
teaching  in  the  best  school  systems  in 
Boston,  New  York  City,  Newton, 
Springfield,  Cambridge,  Brookline  and 
other  large  cities  and  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts; in  Montclair,  Morristown, 
East  Orange,  Englewood,  and  other 
places  in  New  Jersey.  The  initial  sala- 
ries received  by  students  graduating 
from  the  two  years’  course  last  June 
ranged  from  $8.60  to  $14.00  a week, 
the  average  salary  to  start  being  $10  a 
week.  The  initial  salaries  received  by 
students  graduating  from  the  four 
years’  course  last  June  ranged  from 
$11.60  to  $17.50  a week,  the  average  to 
start  being  $14.00  a week. 

The  growth  of  the  school  in  equip- 
ment, efficiency,  and  numbers  has  been 
remarkable.  From  a small  school  with 
a few  hundred  dollars’  worth  of  prop- 
erty in  a rented  building,  it  has  devel- 
oped into  one  of  the  largest  schools 
in  the  state,  being  second  in  numbers 
last  year,  and  graduating  the  lar.gest 
class.  It  is  now  housed  in  four  large 
buildings  with  15  acres  of  land,  with 


property  worth  about  one-half  a mil- 
lion dollars  and  with  two  city  school 
buildings  under  its  charge  for  purposes 
of  observation  and  practice.  In  the 
schools  of  observation  and  practice 
there  are  nearly  1000  pupils.  The  nor- 


mal school  will  enroll  for  the  coming 
year  nearly  300  pupils. 

The  following  table  shows  at  a 
glance  the  steady  growth  in  numbers. 


1895... 

. . . 46 

1907. . . 

. . .172 

1898. . . 

. . .100 

1908. . . 

. . .191 

1903.  . . 

. . .117 

1909.  . . 

. . .230 

1904.  . . 

. . .133 

1910. . . 

. . .244 

1906.  . . 

. . .141 

1911.  . . 

. . .270 

Increase  in  equipment  has  resulted 
in  greater  efficiency,  and  greater  effi- 
ciency has  brought  larger  numbers,  and 
at  the  same  time  has  reduced  the  cost 
per  pupil  to  the  state.  The  cost  per 
pupil  is  from  a financial  point  of  view 
the  chief  consideration,  so  long  as  ■'he 
normal  schools  of  the  state  do  not 
graduate  enough  teachers  to  fill  the 
vacancies.  At  present,  the  number 
graduated  each  year  from  the  normal 
schools  is  less  than  one-half  the  num- 
ber of  new  teachers  annually  required. 
As  teachers’  salaries  are  constantly  in- 
creasing, there  is  no  better  opening  for 
a young  man  or  young  woman  of  the 
right  personality  and  education. 

The  faculty,  September,  1895,  num- 
bered four;  on  September,  1911,  it  num- 
bered 30.  Several  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty are  authors  of  popular  text 
books:  Principal  John  G.  Thompson  of 
the  “New  Century  Readers;’’  E.  A. 
Kirkpatrick,  of  “Inductive  Psychology,” 
“Fundamentals  of  Child  Study” — trans- 
lated into  several  languages  and  used 
as  a text  in  normal  schools  in  Europe 
and  America,  “Genetic  Psychology 
and  The  Individual  in  the  Making;” 
Preston  Smith,  of  “Easy  Experiments 
in  Physics;”  Flora  E.  Kendall  of  “Quo- 
tations from  Standard  Authors;”  Nellie 
B.  Allen  of  “Industrial  Studies  in  the 
United  States;”  Abby  P.  Churchill  of 
“Birds  in  Literature;”  and  Florence 
M.  Miller  of  “Historical  Pageants.” 

The  faculty  has  increased  in  size 
largely  because  of  the  increase  in  num- 
ber of  students,  but  also  because  of  the 
new  courses  offered  by  the  school.  In 
1895,  the  school  provided  but  one 
course;  now  eight  are  offered,  which 
are  described  briefly  in  the  folowing 
paragraphs. 

For  the  first  few  months  after  en- 
tering the  normal  school,  all  students 
are  given  an  opportunity  to  become 
somewhat  acquainted  with  the  work 
of  grades  one  to  eight  inclusive,  and 
with  the  children  of  different  ages  as 


found  in  the  various  grades.  Much 
time  is  spent  in  visiting  the  schools, 
in  discussing  courses  of  study  for  the 
different  grades,  in  getting  a general 
survey  and  knowledge  of  the  work  of 
all  grades.  The  students  then  choose 


the  grade  preferred,  and  for  the  rest 
of  the  course  devote  special  attention 
to  the  work  of  that  grade.  In  this 
connection,  they  are  divided  into 
groups,  including  those  taking;  'Phe 
elementary  course  — two  years.  Fits 
for  teaching  in  grades  one  to  six  inclu- 
sive; the  advanced  course — four  years. 
Fits  for  teaching  in  grades  below  the 
high  school. 

The  advanced  course  is  the  elemen- 
tary course  plus  a post-graduate 
course  of  two  years,  the  first  spent  in 
teaching  on  salary  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  normal  school,  the  second 
in  study  at  the  school.  Admission  to 
this  course  is  by  invitation  of  the  nor- 
mal school  faculty,  the  students  who 
have  done  the  best  work  as  students 
in  the  normal  school  proper,  and  as 
teachers  in  the  practice  school,  being 
invited  to  remain  for  the  post-grad- 
uate course.  From  20  to  30  can  be  in- 
vited back  each  year,  being  given  op- 
portunity to  teach  for  the  first  post- 
graduate year  on  salary  in  grades  one 


to  eight  inclusive,  as  they  may  elect. 
This  course  gives  a fuller  preparation 
for  teaching  in  any  grade  below  the 
high  school,  and  while  it  will  pay  a 
teacher  preparing  for  primary  or  in- 
termediate grades  to  take  the  course  if 
she  has  opportunity,  it  is  especially  nec- 
essary for  students  preparing  to  teach 
grades  seven  and  eight  and  nine,  two 
years  being  too  short  a time  to  prepare 
adequately  teachers  for  the  grammar 
grades.  Graduates  from  the  advanced 
course  command  excellent  positions, 
and  large  salaries,  especially  in  the 
grammar  grades. 

One-year  course  for  teachers:  Teach- 
ers who  bring  satisfactory  evidence  of 
successful  work  are  admitted  to  this 
course  without  examination.  Fifteen 
have  already  been  admitted  this  year, 
'i'hey  have  had  from  two  to  seven 
years’  experience  in  teaching.  Stud- 
ents completing  this  course,  who  bring 
satisfactory  testimonials  of  previous 
work  in  teaching,  are  in  good  demand 
by  superintendents. 

One-year  course  for  college  grad- 
uates: Open  to  college  graduates  and 
others  of  maturity  and  experience.  No 
examination  required.  This  course  of- 
fers an  opportunity  to  college  graduates 
for  actual  practice  in  teaching. 

Special  music  course,  one  or  two 
years:  For  those  intending  to  become 
supervisors  of  music.  So  far  14  stud- 
ents are  enrolled  in  the  course  for  this 
year. 

Two  courses,  tne  course  for  gram- 
mar .masters  and  the  practical  arts 
course,  are  arranged  for  young  men. 
In  September,  1910,  nine  young  men  en- 
tered the  school,  two  for  the  grammar 
masters’  course,  and  seven  for  the 
practical  arts  course.  A much  larger 
number  applied  for  admission  in  Sep- 
tember, 1911, — three  for  the  grammar 
masters’  course,  and  19  for  the  prac- 
tical arts  course.  Dr.  Snedden,  Com- 
missioner of  Education  for  Massachu- 
setts, believes  that  the  demand  for 
young  men  as  teacners  of  manual 
training  and  industrial  work  is  going 
to  be  very  large  in  the  next  few  years, 
and  that,  unless  steps  are  taken  at 
once  to  prepare  young  men  for  this 
work,  very  few  will  be  available.  Last 
June,  two  of  the  young  men  in  the 
practical  arts  course  were  offered  po- 
sitions at  the  end  of  the  first  year  at 
$800.  Both,  however,  decided  to  re- 
main to  complete  the  two  years.  Young 
men  who  have  a liking  for  industrial 
work,  and  who  prepare  themselves  for 
it,  will  be  in  line  for  good  positions 
and  rapid  promotion.  There  is  also 
a good  demand  for  young  men  as 
grammar  masters. 

From  the  very  beginning,  the  spirit 
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course.  Opportunities  are  open  to 
young  men  to  earn  part  of  their 
expenses  by  serving  as  janitors 
and  by  doing  other  forms  of 
work.  Opportunities  are  open  to  young 
women  to  earn  all  of  their  living  ex- 
penses by  spending  three  years  on  the 
two  years’  course  and  by  doing  house- 
work at  the  dormitory.  The  alumni 
loan  fund  is  also  available  for  students 
wishing  to  borrow  money  to  help  meet 
their  expenses.  No  one  who  earnestly 
desires  to  fit  for  teaching,  and  who 
gives  promise  of  making  an  efficient 
teacher,  should  give  up  a normal  school 
course  simply  because  of  lack  of  neces- 
sary funds. 

The  Fitchburg  state  normal  school 
would  probably  never  have  been  estab- 
lished had  it  not  been  for  the  earnest 
and  intelligent  efforts  of  the  citizens 
of  Fitchburg,  headed  by  Hon.  Arthur 
H.  Lowe,  and  its  development  could  not 
possibly  have  been  as  rapid  had  the 
people  of  Fitchburg  dropped  their  in- 
terest with  its  establishment.  No  other 
single  factor  has  meant  so  much  to  the 
school.  The  city  officials,  the  Fitch- 
burg Board  of  Trade  and  Merchants' 
Association,  the  Woman’s  Club,  the 
Central  Labor  Union,  have  in  a very 
real,  even  though  an  unofficial  way, 
served  as  local  trustees  and  have  with 
vigor  and  intelligence  presented  at  var- 


the creation  of  Fitchburg  people.  As 
long  as  their  interest  continues,  and 
they  support  and  sustain  it,  it  must  go 
on  to  greater  things. 


FERGENSON,  TAILOR 

Particular  Patrons  Patronize  This 
Establishment  in  The 
Safety  Fund 
Building 

Though  the  contention  is  often  made 
that  the  merchant  tailor  is  becoming 
less  and  less  patronized,  this  condition 
of  affairs  does  not  obtain  in  Fitchburg. 
In  other  communities,  where  the  peo- 
ple are  less  particular,  the  ready-made 
clothing  dealers  are  perhaps  adding  to 
their  patronage  at  the  expense  of  the 
custom  tailors.  Here,  however,  the 
trade  of  the  dealers  does  not  encroach 
upon  the  field  of  the  tailors,  for  there 
are  people  who  are  satisfied  with  some- 
thing off  the  counter  made  the  same 
way  for  thousands  of  different  people, 
and  on  the  other  hand  there  are  those 
who  want  something  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, made  for  their  personality,  and 
to  fit  their  physique. 


MAIN  STREET  AT  PUTNAM  AND  OLIVER 


of  the  Fitchburg  state  normal  school 
has  been  practical  rather  than  theo- 
retical. This  spirit  has  recently  mani- 
fested itself  in  concrete  form  in  the 
Practical  Arts  school  which  seeks  in 


for  winter  use  in  the  boarding  hall):  Talks 
on  choice  of  food:  Cooking  and  serving  of 
refreshments  at  socials. 

Care  of  home: — Care  of  various  rooms, 
sweeping  and  dusting:  Cleaning  sinks,  bath- 
tubs. windows,  silver,  etc.:  I..aundry  lessonsc 
Washing,  starching  ironing,  and  removing 


a new  way  to  make  all  school  work 
real  to  the  pupil  and  to  provide  as  far 
as  possible  by  differentiated  courses  for 
the  needs  of  children  looking  forward 
to  different  careers.  Three  courses  are 
open  to  children  attending  this  school 
(grades  7 and  8),  viz.:  a commercial 
course,  a literary  course,  and  a practi- 
cal arts  course.  In  the  commercial 
course,  10  hours  a week  are  spent  on 
book-keeping.  business  arithmetic, 
typewriting,  etc.  In  the  literary  course 
five  hours  a week  are  devoted  to  the 
study  of  German,  and  five  hours  a 
week  to  practical  arts.  In  the  prac- 
tical arts  course,  10  hours  a week  are 
spent  on  practical  arts.  In  the  practi- 
cal arts  course,  during  the  year  just 
closed,  the  boys  completed  the  follow- 
ing work: 

Ordinary  Kepairs: — Faucets  in  the  build- 
ing repacked:  School  room  desks  and  tables 
scraped  and  refinished:  Setting  glass:  Lawn 
mowers  taJcen  apart,  cleaned,  oiled,  and 
sharpened:  Window  screens  painted,  and 

rewired:  Decayed  basement  floors  relaid: 

Broken  furniture  glued;  Chairs  reseated: 
Rubber  pads  on  the  stairs  taken  up,  turned 
and  retacked. 

Wood- Working: — Work  benches  construct- 
ed: Assisted  in  making  kitchen  tables; 
Making  teachers'  desks  for  entire  building: 
Building  partitions  and  lockers:  Making 

tool  cabinet:  Making  over  large  oak  tables 
into  round  table  for  faculty  room:  Making 
and  toning  picture  frames:  Building  of  cold 
frames:  Sheathing  the  attic  of  Practical 

Arts  building  for  printing,  binding  and  pic- 
ture framing  rooms:  Changing  the  attic  of 
Edgerly  school  into  a wood-working  shop. 

rainting  and  Finishing:  — Steam  pipes 
bronzed  to  match  color  of  the  walls:  Floors 
oiled;  Chairs  for  building  bought  in  the 
white,  finished  and  seated  by  pupils;  Kitch- 
en. dining-room,  wood-working  room,  locker 
rooms  painted:  Work  benches  and  teachers’ 
desks  finished:  Library  room  painted  and 
papered:  Students’  rooms  in  dormitory  re- 
painted. 

Miscellaneous: — Work  begun  on  building 
concrete  basin  for  a Memorial  fountain: 
Building  of  stone  wall  for  laying  out  a ball 
field:  Four  large  rooms  and  six  offices  in 

Normal  school  building  remodelled  and 
painted:  Setting  out  of  500  shrubs  for  beau- 
tifying of  Day  street  grounds:  Also  setting 
out  of  miscellaneous  shrubs  around  Practi- 
cal Arts  building. 

Printing: — Invitations,  programs,  and  tick- 
ets for  entertainments  given  at  the  school: 
Circular  postals  and  letters:  Souvenir  post- 
tals  with  views  of  school  buildings,  school 
activities,  etc.:  Outlines  of  courses  of  study; 
Poems:  Envelopes  and  letter  paper:  Pamph- 
lets, “Social  Life  at  the  Fitchburg  State 
Normal  School”  and  “List  of  Past  Students 
at  State  Normal  School,  Fitchburg,  Mass.” 

The  girls  for  their  work  in  practical  arts 
in  grades  seven  and  eight  have  taken  les- 
sons in  sewing,  in  cooking,  and  in  the  care 
of  the  home. 

Sewing:— (Hand  and  machine  sewing): 
Sewing  outfit,  bag  and  needlebook:  Cooking 
outfit,  apron,  cap  and  sleeves:  Towels,  hold- 
ers: Curtains  for  gymnasium  lockers:  Sheets 
and  pillow  slips:  Overalls  and  jumpers: 
Undergarments,  petticoats,  drawers,  under- 
skirts, corset  covers,  chemise:  Mending, 

Table  and  bed  linen,  flag,  dres.ses  and  under- 
garments, Darning  stockings:  Designing 

and  making  ties  and  jabots:  Designing  and 
making  graduation  dresses  (cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $1.75):  Study  of  various  materials 
used. 

Cooking:— (Cooking  with  gas  and  coal 
ranges) : Cooking  the  plain,  simple  food 

used  In  the  home:  Canning  and  jelly  mak- 
ing. (This  fall  the  pupils  are  canning  fruit 


stains  from  cooking  outfit,  tray  cloths,  doi- 
lies, etc.:  Pressing  of  graduation  dresses. 

Applied  arts  for  the  girls  in  connection 
w’ith  the  above  work  has  included:  Stencil- 
ing of  designs  upon  work  bags  and  needle- 
books:  Designing  covers  for.  and  binding 

books  and  magazines:  Crocheting  table 

mats  for  dining-room,  and  knitting  wash 
cloths. 

Typewriting: — (Students  in  Commercial 
Classes) : — Copying  of  letters  to  industrial 
plants  in  various  towns  and  cities  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. asking  for  material  for  industrial 
exhibit.  Original  letters  to  school  children 
in  different  parts  of  New  England  and  in 
other  states,  telling  of  Fitchburg  industries, 
and  requesting  replies  concerning  the  indus- 
tries of  their  cities;  Writing  letters  and  in- 
vitations for  the  school:  Manifolding  copies 
of  poems  and  songs  used  in  seventh  and 
eighth  grades:  Copying  bills  for  books, 

school  supplies,  and  materials  used  at  Prac- 
tical Arts  School:  Practice  in  writing  busi- 
ness letters  and  business  forms;  Typewriting 
language  and  spelling  lessons:  Typewriting 
outlines  of  school  work  in  geography:  Type- 
writing copy  for  printing  classes. 

(The  children  in  the  practical  arts  course, 
boys  and  girls,  have  the  use  of  the  type- 
w’riting  machines  for  an  hour  each  week  for 
work  in  spelling  and  composition.)  Pupils 
who  complete  in  a satisfactory  manner  any 
one  of  the  three  courses  are  admitted  to  the 
high  school. 

Work  plays  a large  part  in  the  prac- 
tical life,  and  should  enter  to  a consid- 
erable degree  the  daily  life  of  every 
person.  Not  only,  therefore,  is  oppor- 
tunity for  practical  work  given  to  pu- 
pils in  the  practical  arts  school  but  to 
normal  students  as  well.  Many  high 
school  graduates  who  would  make  effi- 
cient teachers  are  so  situated  that  they 
cannot  afford  the  time  and  the  money 
necessary  for  a normal  school 


E.  L.  FOSKETT 


HASTINGS  HALL,  HOLT  STREET 


Neighborhood  Grocery  Store  That  Is  Num- 
beredf Among  City’s  Reliable  Places 
A neighborhood  without  a grocery 
or  meat  store  is  badly  handicapped,  for 
few  housekeepers  want  to  be  depend- 
ent upon  tradesmen  a mile  or  more 
away,  especially  for  food  supplies. 
This  does  not  mean  that  neighborhood 
stores  are  patronized  regardless  of  the 
service  given.  On  the  contrary,  quite 
as  much  is  expected  of  them  as  of  the 
larger  stores  in  the  center  of  the  city,. 


VIEW  ON  PROSPECT  STREET 


ious  times  to  the  board  of  education 
and  to  the  legislature  the  needs  of  the 
school.  The  local  representatives  and 
senators  for  the  district  have  always 
used  their  influence  to  secure  neces- 
sary appropriations  for  the  school. 
Supt.  Edgerly,  for  the  entire  16  years 
since  the  founding  of  the  school,  has 
practically  been  a member  of  its  fac- 
ulty, serving  as  a sort  of  principal 
emeritus  without  pay.  Without  his 
enthusiastic  interest,  sound  advice,  and 
indefatigable  assistance,  the  school 
would  never  have  reached  its  present 
standing.  The  Fitchburg  state  normal 
school  is  a state  institution,  but  it  is 
a state  institution  that  is  peculiarly 


Among  such  men,  who  are  only  sat- 
isfied when  they  have  consulted  the 
best  tailor,  are  many  patrons  of  Fer- 
genson,  the  tailor  in  Safety  Fund  build- 
ing. This  young  business  man  has 
been  established  here  since  March, 
1904,  and  by  carrying  a selected  stock 
of  materials,  furnishing  the  best  work- 
manship, and  producing  the  latest 
styles  in  correctly  fitting  garments,  he 
has  annually  added  to  his  trade,  and 
secured  some  of  the  best  patrons  in 
our  city. 

Trimmings,  linings,  etc.,  are  sup- 
plied by  him,  and  when  a suit  or  coat 
or  pair  of  trousers  is  finished  by  Mr. 
F’ergenson,  the  wearer  has  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  it  will  not  be 
duplicated  and  that  it  is  both  nobby 
and  correct. 

Harry  Fergenson  learned  his  trade 
in  Russia,  where  thoroughness  and 
long  apprenticeship  is  demanded.  He 
has  been  in  the  United  States  for  about 
ten  years,  and  was  formerly  located  in 
Worcester.  Mr.  Fergenson  is  a citizen 
of  the  United  States;  is  a member  of 
the  Fitchburg  Board  of  Trade  and 
Merchants’  Association,  and  of  Charles 
W.  Moore  lodge,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  and  is 
esteemed  in  our  community  for  per- 
sonal and  mercantile  qualifications. 
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CHAMBERLAIN-HUNTRESS  CO. 


One  of  The  Leading  Department  Stores  in  Fitch- 
burg Has  Had  Constant  Development 


and  while  It  Is  not  demanded  that  they 
carry  so  large  a stock,  they  must  be 
sure  to  have  a popular  assortment  of 
a quality  that  will  give  lasting  satis- 
faction. 

The  store  at  the  corner  of  Charles 
and  Walton  streets,  under  the  pro- 
prietorship of  E.  L.  Foskett  for  nearly 
five  years,  has  been  one  of  the  reliable 
trading  places  in  this  section  for  about 
twelve  years. 

In  that  time,  the  patronage  has  ex- 
panded, and  the  reputation  solidified, 
for  square  dealing  and  good  goods  has 
been  the  policy  always  pursued.  Lead- 


ment  being  used  that  the  finest  fabrics 
are  handled  as  successfully  as  coarser 
or  stronger  stuffs. 

No  one  needs  to  be  told  that  the 
starched  waist,  shirt,  collar  or  cuff 
from  a steam  laundry  preserves  its 
good  appearance  twice  as  long  as  if 
it  were  done  at  home,  and  at  the  Palace 
Laundry  every  method  that  will  pro- 
duce a fine  and  lasting  appearance  is 
employed.  That  successful  results  have 
been  obtained  is  conclusively  shown 
by  the  large  patronage  enjoyed  by  this 
establishment.  It  is  quite  the  largest 
business  of  its  kind  in  Fitchburg,  em- 


The  success  of  any  concern  may 
be  gauged  with  a good  degree  of  ac- 
curacy by  the  expansion  that  it  makes. 
If  it  continues  to  occupy  only  the 
same  floor-space  which  was  sufficient 


accommodations  the  Chamberlain- 
Huntress  Co.  wanted,  thirteen  rooms 
were  thrown  into  one.  Additional 
second  floor  space  will  be  taken  on 
this  year,  for  the  history  of  this  con- 
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Ing  brands  of  staple  and  fancy  gro- 
ceries are  dealt  in,  sauces,  relishes, 
pickled  and  canned  goods,  fresh  fruits 
and  vegetables,  bakery  and  dairy  prod- 
ucts, cured  meats  and  provisions.  The 
quality  is  skilfully  selected,  so  that 
customers  may  be  satisfied,  and  their 
permanent  trade  secured. 

This  location  was  used  by  Frank 
Smith  for  some  six  years,  and  one  of 
his  clerks  succeeded  him  for  a short 
time.  In  July,  1906,  Mr.  Foskett  be- 
came proprietor,  and  has  given  a ser- 
vice winning  praise  and  commendation. 

Mr.  Foskett  has  lived  in  Fitchburg 
the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  was 
formerly  employed  by  a wholesale  but- 
ter and  egg  concern.  As  a business 
man  he  possesses  the  confidence  of  the 
wholesale  trade  as  well  as  of  his  retail 
customers,  and  has  won  this  good-will 
through  square  dealing  and  fair  con- 
duct in  all  transactions.  The  premises 
occupied  by  him  give  him  one  of  the 
best  locations  in  this  vicinity,  and  he 
has  made  it  popular  through  first-class 
and  reliable  service. 


PALACE  STEAM  LAUNDRY 

Largest  Establishment  of  Kind  in 
Fitchburg.  Modemly  Con- 
ducted and  Finely 
Equipped 

The  time  was,  and  not  so  very  far 
distant,  when  people  had  only  partial 
confidence  in  the  methods  of  steam 
laundries,  and  that  this  feeling  has 
largely  passed  away  is  due  almost 
entirely  to  the  laundries  themselves. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Palace  Steam 
Laundry  in  this  city.  One  who  has 
ever  had  work  done  there  is  forever 
convinced  of  the  superiority  of  steam 
work  over  hand  or  domestic  proces- 
ses, and  those  who  have  investigated 
the  plant  can  readily  see  why  this  is 
so. 

The  Palace  Steam  Laundry  occupies 
the  entire  building  of  three  fioors  and 
basement  at  28  Putnam  street.  There 
is  a separate  department  for  every 
operation,  and  from  the  time  a package 
is  deposited  here,  there  is  individual 
care  for  each  number,  so  that  articles 
are  almost  never  lost,  or  misplaced. 

The  most  improved  washing  machi- 
nery is  operated,  and  not  only  is  ab- 
solute cleanliness  insured,  but  rapid  re- 
volutions and  superheated  water  do  the 
work  without  half  the  friction  or  wear 
and  tear  that  hand  work  would  cause. 
The  same  rule  holds  good  in  every  de- 
partment, such  highly  improved  equip- 


ploying  some  50  people,  and  keeping 
in  commission  six  or  seven  teams. 

Lesure  Bros.,  the  proprietors,  bought 
out  William  Hutcheon  in  April,  1906, 
after  the  laundry  had  had  several 
owners.  Lesure  Bros,  had  purchased 
the  Star  Laundry  two  years  previously, 
and  in  1908  they  combined  the  two. 
In  addition  to  this  movement,  constant 
additions  have  been  made  in  new  ma- 
chinery and  tested  devices  for  high- 
class  work. 

This  firm  put  in  new  conveyancer 
drying  room,  where  clothes  are  sub- 
ject to  great  heat  and  are  automatically 
hung  and  dried.  Nine  new  wash 
wheels,  making  a capacity  of  sixteen, 
and  a large  new  mangle  traveleen  ad- 
ded, six  or  seven  thousand  dollars 
have  been  spent  to  give  Fitchburg  one 


of  the  finest  industries  of  this  kind  in 
the  county. 

F.  W.  Lesure  and  A.  P.  Lesure  had 
l)oth  been  engaged  in  other  vocations 
before  forming  this  partnership.  Their 
adaptabiiity  was  undoubtedly  excep- 
al,  for  they  have  made  remarkable 
development  and  had  unusual  success. 
They  are  young  men  alert  to  every 
advance  in  this  industry,  and  having 
made  the  Palace  Steam  Laundry  fore- 
most in  this  section,  they  are  by  no 
means  content  but  are  constantly  im- 
proving equipment  and  methods  wher- 
ever possible. 


at  the  start,  and  with  the  same  num- 
ber of  employees,  it  may,  it  is  true,  be 
a profitable  undertaking,  but  it  'is 
certainly  not  progressive:  nor  can  it 
be  particularly  alert  to  the  demands 
of  the  times,  especially  in  a growing 
city,  since  it  would  certainly  have  to 
make  enlargements  to  meet  them. 

The  Chamberlain-Huntress  Co.,  141- 
147  Main  street,  has  had  a career  of 
continual  increase  since  the  business 
was  first  established  in  March,  1888. 
This  record  must  be  taken  to  mean 
that  the  firm  has  not  only  pleased  its 
early  patrons,  but  has  constantly 
added  to  that  number;  has  extended 
departments,  added  to  the  quantity  of 
stock  carried,  and  practiced  every 
method  of  modern  merchandising  to 
win  approval,  and  to  give  Fitchburg 


and  surrounding  territory  a complete 
service  in  its  field. 

Though  when  the  company  began 
business  at  147  Main  street  it  was 
completely  hemmed  in  by  adjacent 
business  concerns,  additional  room 
has  been  secured  as  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself,  until  now  the  company 
uses  two  to  three  times  the  space 
that  it  originally  occupied.  In  1896 
the  corner  store  which  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  W.  F.  Lovering  & Co.  was 
leased.  Five  years  ago,  an  upper  part 
of  the  building  was  secured,  an  inner 
stairway  cut  through,  and  to  afford  the 


cern  is  one  of  taxing  and  outgrowing 
most  of  its  capacity. 

Seventeen  departments  are  promot- 
ed, and  in  dry  goods,  domestics,  dress 
goods,  ready-to-wear  suits  and  gar- 
ments, underwear,  hosiery,  gloves, 
furnishings,  corsets,  and  other  wom- 
en’s wear,  this  firm  carries  lines  and 
quantity  of  goods  that  would  not  be 
duplicated  outside  of  the  largest  cities. 
Carpets,  upholstery,  and  draperies, 
compose  one  of  the  largest  depart- 
ments of  this  store,  and  the  skilfully 
selected  and  extensive  lines  carried 
make  this  section  a favorite  resort  for 
those  who  are  furnishing  their  homes. 

An  immense  reserve  stock  is  carried, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  con- 
cern has  at  hand  the  largest  stock  in 
its  lines  in  this  city.  Shipments  are 
received  in  the  basement  department, 
where  extra  stock  is  stored,  and  in- 
cluding the  basement  and  the  two  up- 
per floors,  an  area  of  eighteen  to 
twenty  thousand  square  feet  is  occu- 
pied. An  average  of  forty- five  people 
are  employed,  and  an  excellent  deliv- 
ery service  is  maintained. 

'I’he  Chamberlain-Huntress  Co.,  in- 
augurated by  W.  P.  Chamberlain  and 
Frank  Huntress  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  is 
now  the  owner  of  seven  stores  in 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Vermont;  and  the  concentrated  buy- 
ing power  of  such  a combination  gives 
it  a preference  in  the  wholesale  mar- 
ket that  insures  its  getting  the  choic- 
est selection  of  goods,  and  the  lowest 
possible  prices — advantages  in  which 
each  of  the  stores  share,  and  by  which 
ail  of  their  customers  profit. 

J.  M.  Hubbard  and  Charles  W Stark- 
ey have  been  the  representatives  of 
the  house  since  it  was  established  here. 
Both  had  received  an  early  training 
with  the  parent  concern  in  Keene,  and 
this  experience,  combined  with  the 
progressive  methods  and  high  standard 
of  service  that  they  have  put  in  force 
here,  have  been  responsible  for  the 
great  expansion  that  has  taken  place, 
and  the  success  that  has  accrued. 

Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Starkey  are 
among  Fitchburg’s  most  alert  and  en- 
terprising merchants,  whose  loyalty  to 
the  Chamberlain-Huntress  Co.  does 
not  lessen  their  good-will  or  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  community  iti 
general. 


HASTINGS  HALL 

The  building  illustrated  on  the  oppo- 
site page  is  maintained  as  a residence 
for  young  women  who  are  wage 
earners  and  si  dents.  It  fills  the  place 
occupied  by  tliv  Y.  W.  C.  A.  in  other 
cities,  and  is  directed  by  the  Fitchburg 
Helping  Hand  association.  It  is  named 
for  the  principal  giver  for  its  founda- 
tion, Mr.  George  H.  Hastings. 
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H.  C.  DEANE  MACHINE  CO. 


One  of  the  Concerns  That  Upholds 
Fitchburg’s  Reputation 
in  Industrial 
Affairs 

While  quantity  is  a forcible  fact  that 
is  most  convincing  to  a large  number 
of  people,  there  is  also  the  question 


of  quality  to  be  taken  into  account. 
Thoughtful  persons  are  likely  to  give 
preference  to  quality  over  quantity. 

The  proprietor  of  the  H.  C.  Deane 
Machine  Co.,  as  well  as  the  customers 
of  the  concern,  are  believers  in  quality, 
and  it  is  this  rule  which  has  always 
been  practiced,  and  which  has  made 
the  standing  and  success  of  this  in- 
dustry what  it  is  at  present. 

The  company,  with  a large  shop  at 
53  Water  street,  is  the  manufacturer 
of  special  machinery,  and  also  does  a 
large  amount  of  repair  work.  Virtual- 
ly any  plan  for  a machine  will  be 
followed  here  accurately,  and  an  equip- 
ment that  meets  the  strictest  xe- 
quirement  will  be  produced  on  order. 

The  company  is  also  constantly  en- 
ga,ged  in  the  manufacture  of  a number 
of  special  machines,  and  makes  a par- 
ticularly large  line  of  emery  grinders. 
Saw  arbors  are  another  specialty  this 
house  turns  out,  and  these  goods,  with 
a number  of  other  products,  are  sent 
from  Maine  to  Oregon,  and  are  known 
in  every  market  for  the  fine  material 
used,  accuracy  and  thoroughness  of 
workmanship,  and  the  long  period  of 
use  these  machines  will  endure. 

The  plant  is  modernly  equipped  with 
the  machines  most  effective  for  the 
operations  carried  on,  and  as  im- 
provements are  made,  the  old  machin- 
ery is  replaced  or  up-to-date  attach- 
ments added. 

H.  C.  Deane,  the  sole  proprietor  of 
the  business,  has  been  in  Fitchburg 
for  forty  years,  and  has  been  in  the 
machine  trade  all  that  time.  He  was 
formerly  employed  at  three  of  the  ma- 
chine and  engine  factories  in  this 
city.  He  entered  business  for  him- 
self with  a partner  in  1888,  and  five' 
years  later  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved. Mr.  Deane  has  been  the  head 
of  affairs  since  August  1,  1893,  and 
has  occupied  his  present  plant  on 
Water  street  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

Mr.  Deane  is  probably  one  of  the 
best-known  mechanics  in  our  city,  and 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  in- 
formed and  experienced  of  any  who  is 
the  owner  of  a business. 

The  career  of  his  industry  has  been 
especially  gratifying,  inasmuch  as  the 
concern  has  had  a c '.istructive  and 
advancing  career.  T'.ie  relations  be- 
tween the  head  of  th<  house  and  his 
employees  has  been  one  of  mutual 


consideration  and  helpfulness.  There 
has  been  complete  harmony  between 
them,  and  the  pleasant  associations 
not  only  make  for  good  l)usiness  con- 
ditions, but  contentment  assists  in 
more  interested  and  consequently  bet- 
ter workmanship. 

The  Deane  Machine  Co.  is  one  of 
the  most  creditable  industries  in 
Fitchburg,  and  the  good-will  and  co- 
operation that  is  in  evidence  there  is 
a high  compliment  to  Mr.  Deane  as 
a business  man  and  employer. 


GEORGE  LAMOTHE 


Daniels  Street  Grocer,  Located 
Nineteen  Years  in  This 
Neighborhood 

Though  Fitchburg  has  never  at  any 
time  been  subject  to  a “boom”  develop- 
ment, there  has  always  been  a healthy 
growth  and  advancement,  and  this  fact 
is  brought  home  to  us,  when  we  real- 
ize that  some  of  our  now  largely  pop- 
ulated neighborhoods  were  but  sparse- 
l5'  settled  less  than  twenty  years  ago. 

George  Damothe,  the  grocer  at  40 
Daniels,  corner  of  Plymouth 
street,  has  been  established  in  this 
district  for  nineteen  years,  but  has 
occupied  various  sites  in  that  period. 
He  was  first  located  on  the  premises 
which  he  owns  today.  But  Daniels 
street  was  not  then  cut  through,  and 
when  the  street  was  made,  and  the 
grade  established,  the  basement  that 
Mr.  Lamothe  occupied  was  done  away 
with.  He  was  for  a time  on  the  other 
side  of  Daniels  street,  also  on  the 
opposite  corner  of  Plymouth  street, 
and  about  five  years  ago  raised  the 
old  building  which  he  owns,  and  con- 
structed a commodious  and  modern 
store. 

Mr.  Lamothe  deals  in  staple  and 
fancy  groceries,  fresh  and  cured  meats, 
vegetables  and  provisions,  and  car- 
ries one  of  the  largest  and  best-graded 
stocks  handled  in  the  Cleghorn  dis- 
trict. 

His  son,  Eugene  Lamothe,  who  has 
been  connected  with  him  since  he 
founded  the  business,  is  now  a partner, 
and  modern  methods  are  operated  in 
connection  with  the  reliable  dealing  for 
which  the  concern  has  always  been 
known. 

Three  clerks  are  employed,  and  a 
delivery  team  is  kept  in  almost  con- 
stant use. 

Mr.  Lamothe  came  to  Fitchburg  from 
Oakdale,  where  he  had  been  in  the 
grocery  business,  so  that  he  is  a thor- 
oughly experienced  merchant.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  our  city  for  twenty- 
one  years,  and  he  and  his  son  are 
among  the  soundest  business  men  of 
this  section,  and  residents  of  responsi- 
bility and  public  spirit. 


J.  E.  PARIS  CO. 

Leading  Suit  and  Garment  House 
One  of  the  Most  Up-to-Date 
Stores  in  The 
City 

Specialty  houses  achieve  the  highest 
distinction  in  their  particular  lines  of 
trade.  People  appreciate  the  fact  that 
no  one  can  handle  a dozen  different 
lines  with  as  much  care  for  each  as 
the  man  who  gives  his  efforts  to  the 
direction  of  one  or  two  particula' 
lines.  Consequently  suit  and  garment 
houses,  such  as  the  Paris  Store,  153 
Main  street,  are  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful business  enterprises  of  recent 
years. 

J.  E.  Paris,  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  J.  E.  Paris  Co.,  has  been  in 
business  in  Fitchburg  since  1907.  Re- 
turning early  in  1911  to  the  sanu- 
premises  used  when  he  first  entered 
the  merchandise  field  here,  he  has  in- 
stalled cabinets  and  made  a number 
of  improvements,  most  not.iple  of 
which  are  the  deepening  of  the  display 
windows,  and  adding  new  fixtures  ti> 
correspond. 

Giving  special  attention  to  ready-to- 
wear  goods,  this  company  carries  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  exclusive  stocks 
shown  in  this  section  of  the  county. 
Suits  for  women  and  children  are 
handled  in  extensive  lines  each  season, 
and  the  prices  are  varied  so  that  every 
class  of  trade  may  be  satisfied. 

Separate  skirts,  waists,  coats  and 
ready-trimmed  hats  are  dealt  in,  and 
a particular  feature  is  made  of  the 
high-grade  line  of  furs  carried,  the 
best  skins  being  shown  in  different 
pieces  and  in  natural  and  fast  dyed 
colors. 

Needed  alterations  are  expertly  made 
on  all  garments  that  are  sold  here, 
fifteen  people  being  employed  in  the 
busy  seasons,  and  seven  all  the  year 
round. 

Mrs.  Paris  is  clerk  of  the  corporation, 
and  is  an  efficient  assistant  to  Mr. 
Paris,  both  in  administration  and 
salesmanship. 

Mr.  Paris  was  formerly  in  the  cloak 
and  suit  business  in  Manchester,  N. 
H.,  and  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  previous 
to  coming  to  this  city  had  been  in  the 
wholesale  trade  for  four  years.  He 
was  formerly  a partner  of  J.  H.  Brous- 
seau;  after  which  he  became  sole  pro- 


prietor of  a store  on  the  other  side  of 
the  street,  and  later  in  the  Trust 
building  from  which  he  moved  in  Jan- 
uary, taking  the  vacated  Brousseau 
store. 

Mr.  Paris  is  one  of  the  ablest  spec- 
ialty men  in  the  city.  He  h.as  had  a 
constructive  and  successful  career,  and 
has  supplied  Fitchburg  with  one  of  the 
finest  establishments  in  his  line. 


E.  H.  REED 

Granite  and  Marble  Works  Continued  by 
a Descendant  of  the  Founder 
Few  industrial  concerns  in  Fitch- 
burg have  had  a longer  or  more  hon- 
orable record  than  the  granite  and 
marble  works  under  the  proprietor- 
ship of  E.  H.  Reed,  279  Main  street. 


The  business  was  established  in  1830, 
by  a grandfather  of  the  present  owner, 
was  continued  by  his  father,  and  has 
more  recently  been  conducted  by  the 
representative  of  the  third  generation. 

From  the  long  period  in  which  this 
house  has  been  established,  comes  its 
reputation  for  reliability  and  thor- 
oughness, for  the  men  at  the  head  of 
the  trade  have  always  been  skilful 
and  have  dealt  squarely  and  uprightly. 

Though  the  nature  of  the  business 
has  changed  in  later  days,  the  policy 
of  this  house  has  not.  For  memorials 
it  furnishes  the  stone  pieces  most  ap- 
propriate for  such  purposes,  and  sets 
them  up  skilfully,  and  for  permanence. 
Instead,  however,  of  carrying  a limited 
stock,  as  was  the  custom  in  early  days, 
Mr.  Reed  has  dealings  with  well-known 
quarrymen  in  different  sections,  get- 
ting his  marble  or  granite  already  cut 
and  finished,  and  doing  the  lettering  at 
his  own  plant.  He  consequently  has 
at  his  disposal  the  facilities  of  the 
greatest  stone  producers  in  this  coun- 
try, and  deals  largely  in  Quincy  granite 
and  Vermont  marble. 

E.  H.  Reed  entered  this  business  as 
a boy,  was  taught  his  trade  of  stone- 
cutter, and  was  an  assistant  and  part- 
ner with  his  father,  before  succeeding 
to  the  property.  He  was  born  and 
has  always  lived  in  Fitchburg.  He  is 
an  industrial  man  of  ability  and  in- 
tegrity, and  a citizen  who  merits  the 
high  regard  in  which  he  is  held. 

[==^ 

DR.  EDWARD  A.  A.  LAMERE 

Dental  Surgeon  Who  Has  Prac- 
ticed in  Fitchburg  for  the 
Past  Fifteen  Years 

As  the  care  of  the  teeth  has  become 
more  and  more  a matter  of  importance 
to  well-bred  people,  the  skill  and  the 
standing  of  the  dental  profession  ad- 
vanced correspondingly.  This  is  be- 
cause patients  are  discriminating  in 
their  choice  of  dentists,  and  only  men 
of  thoroughness  and  ability  achieve 
lasting  reputation  and  success. 

Fitchburg  is  fortunate  in  having  men 
of  the  most  pronounced  ability  in  this 
profession,  practitioners  who  are  on 
the  watch  for  modern  inventions  and 
treatments,  and  who  give  most  efficient 
service  in  the  care  and  preservation 


of  the  teeth,  or  in  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  substitutes. 

Among  the  dentists  favorably  known 
and  having  a patronage  equal  to  their 
facilities,  is  Dr.  Edward  A.  A.  Lamere, 
with  office  at  229  Main  street.  Safety 
Fund  building. 

Dr.  Lamere  came  to  this  city  in  the 
summer  of  1896  and  for  three  years 
was  associated  with  Dr.  James  Ross, 
after  which  he  became  established  for 
himself.  Dr.  Lamere  was  born  in  1872, 
was  graduated  from  the  Lowell  High 
school  in  1889,  and  from  the  Harvard 
Dental  school  in  1893,  so  that  he  had 
three  years’  experience  before  locating 
in  this  city.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Harvard  Dental  Alumni,  and  of  several 
local  organizations,  and  is  most  estim- 
ably  regarded  in  this  community  for 
his  personal  as  well  as  professional 
qualities. 


H.  C.  DEANE  MACHINE  CO. 


EXTERIOR  PARIS  STORE 
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FITCHBURG  LUNCH 

An  Up-to-date  Restaurant  Where 
Good  Things  to  Eat  May 
Be  Had  Reason- 
ably 

The  establishment  of  the  Fitchburg 
Lunch  at  213  Main  street  has  been  a 
marked  addition  to  the  city's  facilities 
for  caring  for  the  hungry, 
both  local  and  visiting. 

The  methods  that  are  its 
specialty  have  met  with 
popular  approval  and  the 
trade  has  grown  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Fitchburg  Lunch  is 
conducted  on  the  plan 
that  is  in  vogue  in  many 
of  the  largest  cities, 
where  chair  lunches  have 
become  known  as  the 
most  excellent  and  eco- 
nomical way  of  eating. 

The  customer  attends  al- 
most entirely  to  his  own 
wants,  giving  his  order, 
supplying  himselt  with 
flavorings,  silver  and 
glassware,  and  recelv'ing 
his  food  in  his  own 
hands. 

The  advantage  of  this 
system  is  that  it  does 
away  with  the  services  of 
many  attendants,  and  the 
customer  is  required  to 
pay  for  his  food  only. 

The  money  saved  through 
this  method  is  put  into 
the  food  or  prices,  so  that 
patrons  are  sure  of  get- 
ting the  best  quality  of 
food  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible prices. 

A capable  chef  is  em- 
ployed, the  cooking  is  ex- 
pertly done,  and  the  flav- 
oring suits  the  most  par- 
ticular people.  All  cook- 
ing is  done  in  their  own 
light  and  sanitary  kitchen 
under  the  strictest  super- 
vision. A number  of 
special  dishes  are  pre- 
pared for  each  meal,  but  order  cook- 
ing is  done  promptly. 

When  this  establishment  was  first 
opened  up  it  was  equipped  with  chairs 
only,  but  the  ladies  soon  found  out 
where  to  get  good  food  at  reasonable 
prices,  and  they  patronized  the  Fitch- 
burg Lunch  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
management  extended  its  courtesy  to 
them  by  installing  tables  to  accom- 
modate twenty-five  persons  or  more. 
These  tables  are  reserved  for  ladies  and 
their  escorts,  and  here  many  extra  con- 
veniences are  offered,  and  everything  is 
served  from  the  tray. 

The  Lunch  is  kept  neat  and  at- 
tractive always,  and  the  best  class  of 
people  are  among  its  patrons.  Six 
competent  assistants  are  employed. 

H.  F.  C.  Merriam,  the  proprietor, 
came  to  this  city  from  Springfield, 
and  in  reorganizing  this  old  restaurant 
put  in  entirely  new  furnishings  and 
equipment,  and  an  up-to-date  policy 
that  has  won  commendation  and  pat- 
ronage. 


MRS.  C.  A.  WHITE 

Well-Known  Millinery  Establishment  For- 
merly Owned  by  Annie  McLane  Sawyer 

The  business  conducted  for  many 
years  by  Mrs.  Annie  McLane  Sawyer 
was  bought  in  1910  by  Mrs.  Charles  A. 
White,  who  has  continued  in  opera- 
tion the  reliable  methods  of  the  former 
prprietor.  The  store  occupied  at  199 
Main  street  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  our  city,  for  it  has  been  connected 
with  the  millinery  and  hair  goods 
trade  for  the  last  half  century,  and 
has  had  a patronage  that  has  always 
depended  upon  it. 

Under  the  proprietorship  of  Mrs. 
White,  old  customers  receive  the  same 
satisfaction  as  ever,  while  the  up-to- 
date  attractions  and  stock  offered  are 
sufficient  to  add  to  the  volume  of  busi- 
ness forme-ly  done. 

One  of  t e best  selected  stocks  of 
millinery  go_Jds  in  this  city  is  carried, 
and  all  the  fashionable  shapes  in  head- 
wear  are  shown  as  soon  as  they  are 
put  on  the  market,  as  well  as  ribbons, 
silks,  velveis,  feathers  and  foliage,  and 
any  novelties  that  may  be  fashionable, 
and  orderfi  are  filled  from  the  stock 
In  hand. 

A well-chosen  line  of  hats  is  made  up 
each  season  to  be  ready  for  customers 
who  want  something  at  once,  but  the 


particular  trade  comes  from  women  who 
desire  something  different  and  want 
their  hats  becoming  to  their  individual- 
ity, and  distinctive  in  material  and 
style.  Such  fastidious  patrons  form  the 
larger  part  of  the  trade  here. 

Hair  goods  are  also  dealt  in  by  this 
concern,  which  carries  all  the  separate 
pieces  generally  needed  these  days  for 
fashionable  hairdressings.  Combs  of 
every  kind,  pins,  barrettes  and  other 
shell  goods  for  the  hair  are  also 
handled. 


FITCHBURG  LUNCH 

In  powders  and  toilet  articles  notl:- 
ing  but  the  best  is  in  stock. 

Mrs.  White  had  been  employed  in 
this  city  several  years  previous  to  her 
proprietorship,  and  was  formerly  con- 
nected with  some  of  the  most  exclusive 
shops  in  the  Back  Bay,  Boston.  Her 
capability  has  been  demonstrated,  and 
she  is  a leader  in  her  line  and  warmly 
esteemed,  for  her  personal  as  well  as 
commercial  (lualifications. 


ROYLEIGH’S 

The  Firm  Name  That  Stands  For 
Good  Footwear,  Correctly 
and  Properly 
Fitted 

Naming  a class  of  shoes  doesn't  mean 
that  the  customer  is  going  to  be  wholly 
satisfied.  The  footwear  may  be  well 
made,  and  have  the  style  most  desired. 


but  if  it  doesn't  feel  good  on  the  foot 
there  is  no  satisfaction  in  owning  it. 
This  is  where  Royleigh’s,  170  Main 
street,  shows  its  advantage  over  the 
general  run  of  shoe  stores.  The  shoe 
must  fit  before  the  customer  is  allowed 
to  take  It.  There  Is  no  saying  “this 
is  your  size”  or  “this  is  the  make  you 
wanted.’’  Measurements  are  (taken; 
the  foot  is  judged  as  a person  stands 
upon  it  and  the  style  of  shoe  that  is 
applicable  for  it  is  advised  and  fitted. 
No  merchant  in  our  city  has  given  more 
thorough  attention  to  his 
business  than  George  W. 
Royleigh,  and  his  trade 
has  been  built  up  by  the 
methods  employed  and 
the  square  dealing  given 
every  customer. 

The  leading  lines  car- 
ried are  Cross  .and  Hur- 
ley for  women,  and  Hur- 
ley and  Ralston  Health 
for  men,  the  prcd'.icts  of 
the  best  manufacturers 
in  the  country,  Lynn, 
Rockland  and  Brockton 
being  the  shoe  centers 
where  they  are  produced. 
Each  line  is  known  for 
the  number  and  variety 
of  lasts  used,  so  that  a 
foot  of  any  shape  may  be 
fitted,  the  workmanship 
is  unexcelled,  and  durable 
leather  in  seasonable 
qualities  and  colors  is 
used. 

Added  to  these  funda- 
mental facts  is  the  al- 
ways important  one  that 
at  Royleigh’s  the  foot  is 
given  scientific  .ind  ac- 
curate attention,  and 
fitted  according  to  its  re- 
(Luirements.  Four  capable 
clerks  are  trained  n this 
policy  w'hich  was  inaugu- 
rated by  Mr.  Royleigh 
when  he  took  charge  of 
the  store. 

Fancy  slippers  and  low 
shoes  for  dress  or  even- 
ing w’ear  are  shown  in 
the  largest  and  most  de- 
sirable lines  in  our  city, 
and  attention  is  given  to 
their  fitting  as  well  as  of 
shoes  for  common  wear. 

With  such  a complete  line  of  leather 
footwear,  it  goes  without  saying  that 
a full  assortment  of  rubber  goods  is 
also  carried;  and  if  anything  which 

would  naturally  be  found  in  a first- 
class  shoe  store  is  not  mentioned  here, 
it  is  not  because  it  is  lacking. 

Mr.  Royleigh  has  been  in  this  store 
more  than  twelve  years,  coming  to 

l-'itchburg  as  manager  for  D.  G.  Wal- 
lace, and  purchasing  the  business  a year 
and  a half  later.  A number  of  attract- 
ive ideas  have  been  put  in  operation 
by  him.  The  gi-een  cartons  character- 
istic of  the  house  blend  with  the  fix- 
tures. and  this  spring  the  office  was 
removed  further  liack,  electric  lights 
were  installed,  other  improvements 
made,  and  more  space  given. 

The  business  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successfully  developed  in  Fitch- 
burg in  recent  years,  and.  Royleigh’s 
stands  for  the  highest  and  best  in  the 
shoe  trade.  It  is  a demonstration  of 
the  fact  that  quality  and  service  are 
most  necessary  for  prosperous  mer- 
chandising and  a sound  reputation. 


DR.  E.  H.  PAGE 

Well  - Known  Dentist  Who  Has 
Been  Established  in  Fitch- 
burg For  Fifteen 
Years 

The  old  establishment  of  a mercantile 
house  is  considered  one  of  its  valuable 
assets,  and  what  is  true  in  the  business 
world  is  somewhat  true  in  professional 
circles.  The  prestige  of  long  establish- 
ment in  the  dental  profession  is  not 
as  important  as  in  some  other  circles, 
for  later  years  have  seen  very  numer- 
ous changes  and  improvements  that 
some  of  the  older  practitioners  are 
slow  to  grasp.  Consequently  sufficient 
time  to  demonstrate  one's  ability  is 
important,  though  the  period  should 
not  be  so  extended  as  to  give  the  idea 
that  the  dentist  is  old-fashioned. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Page,  with  office  in  the 
Iver  Johnson  building,  has  been  located 
here  for  fifteen  years,  and  in  that  time, 
has  given  proof  of  his  efficiency  and 
experience,  and  has  also  shown  that 
he  adopts  all  the  advanced  methods 
accepted  in  dentistry. 

His  office  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  our  city,  being  located  in  the  best 
and  most  modern  office  building  in 
Fitchburg,  and  his  patronage  is  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  desirable. 

Dr.  Page  was  brought  up  in  the  at- 
mosphere of  this  profession,  as  his 
father  was  a dentist, — two  uncles,  and 
six  cousins  taking  up  the  same  line  of 
work.  Though  having  from  boyhood 
a practical  experience  he  passed  two 
and  one-half  years  at  the  Harvard 
Dental  school,  and  in  theory  as 
well  as  operations,  is  one  of  the  most 
scientific  and  skilful  practitioners  In 
this  city. 

Dr.  Page  is  keenly  interested  in  mu- 
sical matters,  and  is  director  of  music 
at  the  Calvlnistlc  church.  He  is  the 
leading  singer  in  the  city,  and  takes 
part  In  many  of  the  affairs  where 
music  is  a feature,  his  talents  being 
appreciated,  and  his  willingness  to  as- 
sist others  of  similar  tastes  being  com- 
mended. 

In  this  capacity,  and  as  a resident 
and  practitioner  in  our  city.  Dr.  Page 
has  a high  standing. 


HOLLAND 

The  Name  Identified  With  High- 
Class  Work  in  The  Custom 
Tailoring  Business 

Though  the  ready-made  clothing 
dealers  can  convince  many  people  that 
such  garments  are  as  good  and  as 
high-grade  as  anything  that  can  be 
procured,  their  arguments  have  never 
convinced  the  large  number  of  men 
who  still  demand  the  service  of  a cus- 
tom tailor,  and  also  demand  that  their 
tailor  shall  be  the  best  qualified  and 
most  expert  in  this  industry. 

The  name  of  Holland  has  stood  for 
the  best  and  most  efficient  in  custom 
tailoring  in  Fitchburg  for  a number 
of  years,  and  this  reputation  has  be- 
come so  recognized  that  few  dispute 
it.  If  anyone  should  assert  otherwise, 
the  fact  would  be  easily  substantiated 
by  the  trade  to  which  Mr.  Holland 
caters,  and  the  amount  of  business 
which  he  annually  does. 

The  stock  carried  is  one  indication 
of  the  transactions  conducted  here;  the 
number  of  people  employed  is  addi- 
tional proof,  as  in  the  season  twenty- 
one  people  are  engaged,  one  of  the 
largest  crews  employed  in  this  county, 
outside  of  the  city  of  Worcester. 

There  is,  however,  no  opposition  to 
ready-made  dealers  in  clothing,  for  Mr. 
Holland  does  not  seek  this  class  of 
trade.  His  customers  comprise  men 
who  want  particular  goods,  correct 
style  and  perfect-fitting  garments. 
They  are  fastidious  in  their  dress,  and 
know  that  satisfaction  can  only  be 
had  when  a first-class  tailor  is  em- 
ployed, and  the  goods  are  chosen  from 
the  newest  materials. 

Mr.  Holland  carries  in  stock  all  the 
textures  on  the  market  for  each  sea- 
son, with  appropriate  linings  and  trim- 
mings, and  gives  each  customer  ex- 
pert service,  which  means  in  the  end 
a suit  or  garment,  high-grade  in  ma- 
terial, first-class  in  every  detail  of 
workmanship,  conforming  to  the  stat- 
ure of  the  person  for  whom  it  is  made, 
in  a faultless  manner. 

Nobby  and  exclusive  styles  are  the 
rule  here,  and  the  customer  not  only 
has  the  satisfaction  of  having  well- 
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made  and  finely-fitting  clothes,  but  he 
is  also  assured  he  won’t  meet  one  just 
like  it  every  time  he  turns  a corner. 

J.  A.  Holland  has  been  a tailor  in 
Fitchburg  for  some  twenty-five  years, 
and  the  proprietor  of  his  own  estab- 
lishment for  twenty  years.  He  oc- 
cupies large  and  convenient  rooms  in 
Coggshall  block,  162  Main  street. 

In  attaining  the  success  with  which 
Mr.  Holland  is  now  credited,  square 
dealing  has  always  been  practiced. 
His  ability  as  a tailor  has  been  sup- 
plemented by  his  integrity  as  a busi- 
ness man;  he  is  regarded  as  the  fore- 
most in  this  industry  in  our  city,  and 
is  also  esteemed  for  the  uprightness 
which  has  characterized  his  mercantile 
career  and  crowned  his  citizenship. 


THE  PARK  PHARMACY 

One  of  the  Largest  Prescription 
Trades  Transacted  by  Soder- 
strom  & Heikkinen 

In  any  Massachusetts  city  which  has 
shown  rapid  growth  in  recent  years, 
it  is  practically  necessaiw  to  have 
tradesmen  of  different  nationalities. 
Fitchburg  has  been  most  fortunate,  not 
only  in  the  number  and  character  of 
its  European  recruits,  but  in  the  cali- 
bre of  the  business  men  who  come 
with  their  compatriots  and  attend  to 
their  wants  in  the  new  stores  they  es- 
tablish. They  have  found  this  a fer- 
tile Held,  and  many  have  soon  attained 
a position  in  the  affairs  of  the  city 
needing  no  apology  from  any  stand- 
point. The  proprietors  of  the  Park  Phar- 
macy are  an  instance  of  this,  for  the 
two  young  men  at  the  head  of  this 
concern  for  the  past  four  years  are 
business  men  who  would  be  welcome 
in  any  place. 

J.  A.  Soderstrom  was  born  in  Sweden 
and  had  several  years’  experience  in 
the  drug  business  before  coming  to 
this  country.  W.  M.  Heikkinen  was  a 
druggist  in  his  native  country  of  Fin- 
land, and  in  other  parts  of  Europe. 
Thus  we  have  a firm  that  is  not  only 
capable  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  their 
own  countrymen,  but  which  has  had 
such  varied  experience  that  their  ser- 
vices are  sought  by  discriminating 
people  in  all  classes. 

The  Pharmacy  at  366  Main  street  has 
been  established  here  since  1903,  but 
its  greatest  success  has  been  under  the 
present  proprietorship.  In  a compara- 
tively short  time  they  have  become 
known  as  experts,  and  have  gained  one 
of  the  largest  prescription  trades  in 
the  city,  over  26,000  having  been  filled 
and  almost  as  many  old  ones  refilled. 

All  drugs  and  chemicals  are  dealt  in, 
druggists’  sundries,  pharmaceutical 
supplies  and  sick  room  goods,  while 
soda,  smokers’  goods  and  other  lines 
usually  handled  by  druggists  are  shown 
here  in  selected  assortments. 

Mr,  Soderstrom  has  been  in  this 
country  since  1898,  and  came  to  Fitch- 
burg from  Worcester.  Mr.  Heikkinen 
has  been  in  the  United  States  a much 
shorter  time.  Both,  however,  are  most 
capable  and  skilful  in  their  profession, 
are  business  men  of  sound  principles, 
and  have  made  a success  of  their  en- 
terprise most  gratifying  to  themselves 
and  to  their  many  well-wishers. 


ROBERT  WAGNER  & CO. 


Sausage  Manufacturers  With  An 
Up-to-Date  Establishment 
and  Extensive 
Trade 

In  these  days  of  pure  food  laws  and 
precautionary  measures  in  the  manu- 
facture of  any  eatable,  the  public  is 
guarded  as  never  before  against  im- 
purities or  unwholesome  products.  Yet 
there  are  concerns  upon  whom  these 
new  laws  have  had  no  effect,  because 
sanitary  premises  were  their  habit  and 
rule  before  the  statutes  requiring  such 
conditions  were  en- 
acted. 

Robert  Wagner  & 
Co.,  the  sausage 
manufacturers,  with 
plant  and  market  at 
132  Kimball  street, 
have  conducted  their 
business  in  an  effi- 
cient and  painstak- 
ing manner,  which 
has  been  realized  by 
the  public,  who  have 
testified  to  this  be- 
lief by  the  large  and 
increasing  patronage 
bestowed  upon  the 
firm. 

The  building  oc- 
cupied was  erected 
in  the  spring  of  1910, 
and  it  has  a com- 
plete modern  equip- 
ment for  the  manu- 
facture of  every  kind 
of  sausage.  The  ma- 
chinery used  is  re- 
newed every  two 
years,  and  absolute- 
cleanliness  is  main- 
tained in  every  pro- 
cess. 

The  best  meats  and 
other  materials  are 
used  by  Mr.  ’Wagner 
for  sausages,  frank- 
furters, bolognas  and 
other  products  of 
this  nature,  and  the  sausage  manu- 
factured by  him  are  sold  not  only  in 
Fitchburg  and  vicinity,  but  in  all  parts 
of  Worcester  county,  and  through 
southeastern  Massachusetts  as  far  as 
New  Bedford.  The  retail  trade  is 
heavy,  though  the  largest  transactions 
are  in  the  wholesale  line. 

Fresh  sausages  of  every  description 
are  offered  in  the  market  of  Robert 
Wagner  & Co.,  and  all  other  cured  and 
fresh  meats  are  dealt  in.  Seven  men 
are  employed  in  both  departments,  and 
two  teams  are  kept  constantly  in  use. 

Robert  Wagner  learned  his  trade  of 
sausage  maker  in  the  Fatherland,  and 
has  been  in  this  country  some  twelve 
years,  first  employed  in  New  York, 
Schenectady,  and  Manchester,  N.  H., 
and.  locating  in  Fitchburg  in  1901.  He 
owns  the  property  which  he  occupies, 
and  last  year  rebuilt  it,  making  a one- 
story  building  for  the  store,  surmounted 
by  a modern  tenement  which  he  occu- 
pies. 

Mr.  Wagner  has  gained  signal  suc- 
cess in  the  ten  years  he  has  been  do- 
ing business  in  our  city,  is  reckoned 
among  our  sound  and  enterprising 
business  men,  and  is  regarded  as  a de- 
sirable and  estimable  resident. 


S.  O.  NEWTON 

An  Enterprising  Newsdealer  and 
Stationer  Whose  Business 
Is  Increasing 

A central  location,  complete  and 
high-class  stock  and  enterprising 
methods  have  been  the  means  adopted 
by  S.  O.  Newton,  201  Main  street,  for 
developing  his  business  as  a stationer 
and  newsdealer  in  the  past  three 
years. 

The  business  dates  back  to  1902, 
when  it  was  established  by  G.  W.  Por- 
ter. In  the  subsequent  period  there  have 
been  a number  of  changes;  the  stock 
has  been  increased,  and  a proportion- 
ate amount  of  new  trade  has  been  at- 
tracted. It  is  a location  that  is  con- 
venient for  transient  as  well  as  per- 
manent patronage,  and  as  each  cus- 
tomer is  given  consideration  and  at- 
tention, there  is  a satisfaction  In  trad- 
ing there  that  induces  customers  to 
return,  and  to  recommend  it  to  others. 

Specialties  of  this  concern  are  rub- 
ber stamps,  photographic  goods,  and 
office  supplies,  and  in  each  line  it 


handles  an  assortment  that  is  sufficient 
for  any  demand,  with  prices  and  ser- 
vice that  are  satisfactory.  Rubber 
stamps  of  all  kinds  are  made  to  order, 
and  every  commission  is  filled  prompt- 
ly. Bound  and  loose-leaf  ledgers,  cash 
books,  and  other  office  supplies  are 
shown  in  the  variety  that  is  desired 
by  small  or  large  mercantile  or  man- 
ufacturing houses,  while  in  stationery 
of  all  kinds,  the  makes  of  goods  and 
the  styles  appropriate  for  office  or 
personal  correspondence  in  bulk,  fancy 
package  and  boxed  stationery  are  in 
stock. 

Cameras,  cardboard  for  mounting, 
and  paper  for  printing,  are  among  the 
photographic  goods  carried,  and  this 
house  shows  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  complete  lines  of  picture  postals 
that  is  displayed  in  this  city.  Souve- 
nirs for  the  different  holidays  and 
seasons  are  carried  in  the  newest  de- 
signs and  materials,  and  novelties  in 
this  line  are  exhibited  as  soon  as  ihe 
manufacturers  place  them  upon  the 
market. 

The  dally  and  Sunday  papers  are 
on  sale  here,  as  well  as  the  weekly  and 
monthly  publications  and  paper-cov- 
ered novels. 

It  is  by  having  a knowledge  of  what 
the  public  demands,  and  anticipating 
their  desires  that  the  present  volume 
of  business  has  been  built  up.  Mr. 
Newton,  the  proprietor,  has  been  as- 
sociated with  Fitchburg  at  different 
periods  of  his  life,  and  his  mercantile 
career  has  been  assisted  by  his  ac- 
quaintance in  this  city,  and  the  up-to- 
date  policy  which  he  has  put  in  effect. 

He  graduated  from  the  business  col- 
lege here,  after  which  he  was  a book- 
keeper in  Leominster;  later  he  learned 
the  baby  carriage  trade  in  Gardner. 
On  buying  out  Mr.  Porter  he  returned 
to  this  city,  and  through  his  energy 
and  uprightness,  and  the  confidence 
that  the  public  had  in  him,  he  has  had 
a consistent  development  to  his  pres- 
ent success. 


CHARLES  TAPPLY 

Grocer  Who  Attends  to  Various  Interests 
From  Headquarters  on  Winter  Street 

The  neighborhood,  stores,  while  in 
most  cases  not  as  large  as  those  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  have  their  particu- 
lar office  and  serve  a purpose  that  the 
larger  establishments  can  not.  That  is, 
the  housekeeper  finding  she  wants 
something  immediately  would  be  very 
much  at  a loss  if  she  had  to  wait  for  it 
to  be  delivered  from  a store  a mile 
away.  Consequently  the  convenience  of 
such  a business  as  that  of  Charles  Tap- 
ply,  at  88  ’Winter  street,  is  appreciated 


by  the  residents  in  its  neighborhood. 

Though  the  stock  carried  is  neces- 
sarily small  as  compared  with  some,  it 
is  nevertheless  particularly  well  se- 
lected, Mr.  Tapply  knows  the  needs 
of  his  customers,  and  can  fill  their  re- 
quirements without  carrying  the  sur- 
plus quantity  necessary  if  he  were  ca- 
tering to  a transient  trade. 

Bulk  groceries,  prepared  and  uncook- 
ed foods,  canned  goods,  bakery  prod- 
ucts, fruits  and  confectionery  are  sold; 
also  teas,  coffees  and  butter,  and  rea- 
sonable prices  are  always  charged. 

A painting  and  wall  papering  busi- 
ness is  also  carried  on  by  Mr.  Tapply, 
who  has  one  assistant  in  that  line. 

The  grocery  business  was  established 
in  September,  1909,  when  Mr.  Tapply 


built  an  addition  to  his  residence  for 
that  purpose. 

Before  locating  in  Fitchburg,  Mr. 
Tapply  was  a police  officer  in  Newton 
for  some  fifteen  years,  and  he  has  been 
a resident  of  our  city  for  five  years. 
He  has  made  his  store  favorably 
known  by  his  enterprising  manage- 
ment, has  an  established  trade  in  wall 
papering  and  interior  work,  and  as 
a business  man  and  resident  is  iden- 
tified with  the  best  interests  of  the 
community. 


J.  S.  SMILEY 

One  of  The  Most  Popular  Trad- 
ing Places  in  Fitchburg  Has 
Reputation  For  Square 
Dealing 

The  old  saying  that  you  can  fool 
the  people  some  of  the  time  has  never 
been  experimented  with  by  the  firm  of 
J.  S.  Smiley.  Since  the  name  of  Smiley 
became  established  in  mercantile  cir- 
cles in  Fitchburg,  it  has  stood  for 
square  dealing,  and  as  people  have  be- 
come convinced  that  this  is  the  policy 
of  the  house,  they  have  had  greater 
and.  greater  confidence  in  it,  not  only 
trading  there  themselves  but  recom- 
mending others  to  do  the  same.  The 
Smiley  concern,  in  consequence,  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  in  our  city  and 
is  second  to  none  in  its  reputation  for 
reliability. 

It  is  a representative  of  the  Smiley 
system,  half  a dozen  stores  in  New  Eng- 
land having  relation  to  each  other,  so 
that  their  buying  is  done  comblnedly, 
each  getting  the  benefit  of  the  low  price 
given  the  largest  buyers,  and  having 
the  choice  of  goods  offered  the  heaviest 
purchasers.  Thus,  when  something  is 
offered  at  such  a remarkably  low  price 
as  to  create  astonishment,  the  reason 
is  that  it  was  possible  to  do  it  through 
the  Smiley  system,  which  has  four 
stores  in”  Maine,  and  one  in  Worcester, 
in  addition  to  that  in  Fitchburg. 

The  women’s  ready-to-wear  depart- 
ment is  most  completely  stocked,  and 
the  lines  shown  here  represent  in  styles, 
materials  and  reasonable  prices,  the 
most  advantageous  and  attractive  offers 
made  at  any  time  in  this  city.  Dry  goods, 
domestics,  cottons,  linens,  women’s  fur- 
nishings, fancy  goods,  hosiery,  gloves, 
corsets,  neckwear,  etc.,  are  some  of  the 
Smiley  store  departments,  and  each 
carry  large  assortments. 

Blankets,  curtains  and.  pillows  are 
another  line  carried,  and  the  second 
floor  is  used  for  the  display  of  these 
goods  and  for  reserve  stock.  The  base- 


ment also  is  used  for  stock,  giving  a 
capacity  of  about  6500  square  feet. 
Thirteen  people  are  employed. 

The  store  was  established  in  1898  by 
D.  O.  Smiley.  J.  S.  Smiley  joined  him 
two  years  later  and  the  firm  of  Smiley 
Bros,  was  formed.  In  June,  1903,  J. 
S.  Smiley  became  sole  proprietor,  and 
there  has  been  a continu  d develop- 
ment in  the  eight  years  following. 

Mr.  Smiley  is  one  of  Fitchburg’s 
most  enterprising  and  progressive  mer- 
chants, whose  methods  are  not  only 
creditable  to  himself  but  to  this  com- 
munity. 

Aside  from  his  business  connections, 
he  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
a number  of  agencies  for  promoting 
the  good  of  the  city. 


ROBERT  WAGNER  & CO. 


EXTERIOR,  J.  S.  SMILEY  STORE 
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The  Burbank  Hospital,  a Princely  Gift  and 

a Public  Benefit 
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BURBANK  HOSPITAL 


The  city  enjoys  the  privileges  and  ser- 
vice of  one  of  the  best  free  public  hos- 
pitals in  New  England.  The  farsighted 
wisdom  of  the  late  Gardner  S.  Bur- 
bank, who  made  a fortune  in  business 
here,  gave  it  back  to  the  community, 
for  he  bequeathed  his  estate  of  substan- 
tially half  a millon  of  dollars  to  the 
city  for  this  purpose  after  life  enjoy- 
ment of  it  by  his  wife,  “whose  good 
judgment  has  so  greatly  aided  me  in 
all  the  affairs  and  purposes  of  my  life,” 
he  said  in  his  will. 

Mr.  Burbank  died  in  1888,  and  his 
wife  in  1908. 

The  provisions  of  the  will  provided 
for  the  establishment  of  the  hospital 
at  the  death  of  his  wife.  Desirous  to 
see  the  work  begun  sooner  that  she 
might  herself  have  the  gratification  of 
seeing  the  institution  ministering  as 
her  husband  had  planned,  Mrs.  Bur- 
bank agreed  in  1893  to  assume  the  in- 
terest on  $100,000,  if  the  city  would  se- 
cure legislation  enabling  it  to  borrow 
that  sum  outside  the  debt  limit,  and  to 
expend  it  in  the  directions  of  their 
common  interest  and  her  desire;  the 
principal  of  the  obligation  to  be  can- 
celled out  of  the  trust  funds. 

The  plan  was  set  on  foot,  and  after 
some  search  for  a suitable  location,  the 
Nichols  farm,  so  called,  on  Prospect 
Hill,  was  bought,  and  the  mansion 
house  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the 
work. 

No  sooner  opened  than  the  hospital 
was  quickly  serving  the  purposes  de- 
signed for  it,  and  in  a degree  that  was 
highly  gratifying.  One  hundred  and 
forty- three  patients  were  admitted  the 
first  year.  In  1898  it  was  found  that 
all  hope  of  being  content  with  the  ac- 
commodations at  hand  must  be  aban- 
doned and  Mrs.  Burbank  agreed  again 
to  assume  the  interest  on  an  additional 
sum  of  $100,000  for  the  erection  of  a 
larger  and  complete  and  permanent 
plant.  Straightway  the  needful  steps 
were  taken  and  a 50-bed  hospital  on 
the  cottage  plan,  but  all  connected,  was 
built.  Men’s  and  women’s  wards  at 
opposite  ends  of  the  plant,  surgical 
ward,  operative  departments,  adminis- 
tration buildings  with  apartments  for 
private  patients  and  the  nurses,  with 
all  needful  etiuipment,  was  constructed. 

Since  then  the  hospital  has  served 
every  call  upon  it  amply,  though  at 
times  the  number  of  patients  crowded 
hard  upon  the  accommodations  at 
hand.  A total  of  6175  patients  had  l)een 
admitted  up  to  January  1,  1911. 

Mrs.  Burbank  herself  desiring  to 
share  in  the  benefactions  of  her  hus- 
band, placed  $27,500  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  her  trustees  some  years  before 
her  death,  and  this  with  its  accumula- 


tions amounted  to  a few  dollars  less 
than  $40,000  when  the  trust  became 
available,  after  Mrs.  Burbank’s  death 
in  1908.  This  sum  erected  arid  fur- 
nished a nurses’  home  adjacent  to  the 
hospital,  where  the  superintendent  of 
nurses  lives,  and  where  38  rooms  are 
available  for  the  pupil  and  nursing 
staff  of  the  hospital. 

The  opening  of  this  building  relieved 
the  main  hospital  plant  materially,  and 
has  been  of  vast  benefit  in  many  ways 
to  the  administration  of  the  work. 

The  settlement  of  Mrs.  Burbank’s  es- 
tate meant  the  payment  to  the  hospital 
trustees — an  Independent  incorporated 
body  apart  from  the  city  council — of 
the  proceeds  of  the  fund,  which  were 
$518,769.69.  Upon  receipt  of  the  funds 
the  hospital  bonds  were  cancelled,  and 
the  net  Income-yielding  principal  is  .i 
bit  over  $328,000.  The  income  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  hos- 
pital. but  the  city  supplies  the  remain- 
der by  annual  appropriation. 

The  medical  and  surgical  service  at 
the  hospital  is  given  without  money 
and  without  price  by  the  medical  men 
of  the  city,  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
the  hospital  was  founded. 

Mr.  Burbank  provided  that  “modfr- 
ate  and  reasonable  charge”  be  made 
against  those  who  are  able  to  pay  for 
treatment,  but  also  nobly  required  that 
"those,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  in 


poverty  and  sickness  shall  ever  be  re- 
ceived and  cared  for  kindly  and  ten- 
derly without  money  and  without  price, 
and  without  regard  to  color  or  nation- 
ality.” 

This  institution  was  not  the  first, 
however,  of  a public  hospital  character 
in  the  city.  Just  after  the  Revolution 
another  was  established  by  the  then 
single  town  physician,  Thaddeus  Mac- 
carty,  who  resided  in  Fitchburg  as  a 
general  practitioner  from  1773  to  1781. 

At  that  time  the  ravages  of  small 
pox  were  most  serious  in  degree  and 
consequence,  and  in  his  professional 
life  Dr.  Maccarty  was  brought  into  in- 
timate observation  of  the  conditions 
and  with  the  treatment  of  the  disease 
by  inoculation.  In  Great  Barrington 
was  a hospital  for  the  care  of  inocu- 
lated, and  thither  the  Fitchburg  doc- 
tor went  to  study  the  treatment,  and 
not  strangely  was  himself  stricken,  and 
indeed  studied  the  practice  and  theory 
of  the  disease  and  its  cure. 

In  1776  the  court  of  general  sessions, 
sitting  at  Worcester,  authorized  the  es- 
tablishment of  hospitals  “for  the  ino- 
culation of  the  smallpox,”  and  among 
the  places  named  was  Fitchburg.  The 
regulations  of  these  places  need  not  be 
gone  into  here,  but  no  patient  was  dis- 
charged until  he  had  been  washed  in 
rum  and  vinegar. 

In  a September  town  meeting  in  1776 


was  an  article  “To  see  if  the  town  will 
allow  of  a hospital  for  the  Anocalation 
for  the  Small  Pox  or  act  anything  re- 
fering  theirto.”  No  record  of  action  is 
found,  for  the  court  authority  above  re- 
ferred to  apparently  was  ample. 
Straightway  a capacious  building  was 
erected  on  Buck  Hill,  75x28  feet,  with 
two  smaller  buildings  near  by.  Over  800 
persons  were  treated,  and  but  five 
deaths  occurred.  Exclusive  of  board, 
the  regular  charge  for  treatment  was 
£1,  10s.,  or  its  equivalent — 10  days  of 
unskilled  labor,  or  10  bushels  of  corn. 


BON  TON  RESTAURANT 

One  of  The  Most  Popular  Eating 
Places  In  This  City,  Con- 
ducted by  H.  W. 

Page 

People  accustomed  to  eating  at  their 
own  homes  have  but  little  realization 
of  how  much  a community  depends 
upon  its  eating  places.  It  might  be 
too  much  to  say  that  the  reputation 
of  a city  depends  upon  its  hotels  or 
restaurants,  but  visitors,  nevertheless, 
carry  away  a good  impression  or  an 
unfavorable  one,  according  to  the  way 
they  are  housed  and  fed..  It  means 
much  then  to  the  community  to  have 
such  a modern  and  enterprising  cafe 
as  the  Bon  Ton,  106  Main  street,  par- 
ticularly in  the  location  where  it  is, 
across  the  street  from  the  Boston  & 
Maine  station,  where  it  offers  tran- 
sients as  complete  and  satisfactory 
service  as  any  to  be  found  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  the  prices  are  particularly 
reasonable. 

But  the  satisfaction  of  transients,  is 
not  all  that  is  to  the  credit  of  this 
restaurant,  for  it  numbers  many  steady 
patrons,  whose  well-being  depends 
upon  nourishing  and  appetizing  food. 
This  is  the  kind  served  at  the  Bon 
Ton.  Regular  meals  are  offered  each 
day,  with  sufficient  variety  to  relieve 
them  of  any  monotony,  the  wholesale 
markets  being  searched  daily,  for 
tempting  and  seasonable  materials,  and 
wholesome  and  skilful  cooking  is  done 
in  the  restaurant. 

A specialty  is  made  of  the  high 
grade  of  coffee  used;  home-made 
pastry  is  also  one  of  the  Bon  Ton’s  par- 
ticular recommendations,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  best  places  in  town  for  a lunch 
of  ready -cooked  foods  or  for  some- 
thing cooked  to  order. 


NURSES’  HOME 
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Though  the  restaurant  has  a seating 
capacity  of  only  twenty-eight,  from 
two  to  three  hundred  people  are  at- 
tended to  daily  here,  and  it  is  kept 
open  night  and  day.  Eleven  people  are 
employed. 

Harry  W.  Page  has  been  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  business  since  May,  1909, 
and  under  his  management  the  service 
of  the  Cafe  has  been  remarkably  in- 
creased, with  the  result  that  not  only 
a larger,  but  a more  desirable  class  of 
customers  has  been  attracted,  includ- 
ing particular  people  who  appreciate 
the  quality  of  the  food  and  the  prompt 
service  given  them. 

The  equipment  has  been  renovated 
or  renewed,  and  this  spring  a cement 
floor  has  been  laid,  and  a modern  and 
commodious  refrigerator,  and  a new 
baking  apparatus,  one  of  the  best  in 
New  England,  have  been  installed.  This 
gives  the  concern  one  of  the  best  ar- 
ranged kitchens  in  this  section,  though 
scrupulous  cleanliness  was  always  a 
rule,  and  the  working  department  is  as 
open  to  inspection  as  the  dining  room 
where  the  public  is  seated, 

Mr.  Page  is  a Fitchburg  young  man 
who  has  always  lived  in  his  home  city, 
and  was  formerly  employed  in  the  gro- 
cery trade.  He  secured  this  business 
two  years  ago,  and  though  the  res- 
taurant has  been  open  some  fifteen 
years,  it  is  agreed  that  Mr,  Page  has 
accomplished  more  than  any  of  his 
predecessors.  The  success  of  the  Bon 
Ton  should  gratify  all  people  who  want 
Fitchburg  to  be  known  as  a progres- 
sive community,  and  Mr.  Page  is  to  be 
commended  for  doing  so  much  toward 
gaining  us  this  reputation. 


E.  G.  NARAMORE 

Winthrop  Street  Grocer  Who 
Gives  This  Neighborhood 
First-class  Service 

There  are  no  more  important  busi- 
ness houses  in  our  city  than  those  re- 
tail concerns  that  are  situated  here 
and  there  through  residential  localities. 
No  housewife  wants  to  depend  upon 
some  concern  a mile  away  from  her 
home  for  the  daily  food  supplies,  and 
the  groceries  and  markets  that  are  es- 
tablished in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
away  from  other  retail  enterprises,  are 
conveniences  that  are  appreciated  and 
generallj’  prosperous. 

The  store  of  E.  G,  Naramore,  10 
Winthrop  street,  may  be  cited  as  an 
example  of  the  best  of  these  neighbor- 
hood stores.  Such  a business  is  not 
conducted  with  an  idea  that  people 
must  patronize  it,  but  is  managed  so 
that  folks  enjoy  trading  there. 

All  the  lines  of  goods  that  could  be 
found  in  one  of  the  stores  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  city  are  shown  here,  and 
quite  as  much  pains  is  taken  to  satis- 
fy the  customers  in  quality,  prompt 
consideration  of  their  desires  and  rea- 
sonable prices.  The  widest  variety  in 
staple  and  fancy  groceries  is  dealt  in 
by  Mr.  Naramore  and  each  portion  of 
the  stock  is  carefully  selected  so  that 
the  grade  and  freshness  of  the  line 
may  be  guaranteed. 

The  best  products  of  well-known 
packers  are  shown  in  canned  vege- 
tables and  fruits  and  a large  assort- 
ment of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
is  handled  in  seasonable  quantities. 
Boxed  crackers  from  the  largest  man- 
ufacturing bakers  in  the  United  States 
are  dealt  in,  and  every  necessity  or 
luxury  for  the  table  in  foodstuffs,  out- 
side of  fresh  meats  or  fish,  are  shown 
in  this  heavily  stocked  store, 

Mr.  Naramore  has  been  a resident 
of  Fitchburg  for  virtually  thirty-five 
years,  except  that  in  that  period,  he 
spent  six  and  a half  years  in  Cal- 
ifornia. He  entered  the  grocery  trade 
in  this  city  and  was  employed  by  some 
of  the  best-known  dealers  of  an  earlier 
period.  With  C.  E.  Gough  he  set  up 
in  business  for  himself  under  the  firm 
name  of  Naramore  & Gough  and  was 
located  at  the  corner  of  Charles  and 
Forest  streets  for  five  years. 

In  November,  1901,  he  took  posses- 
sion of  his  present  premises,  having 
raised  the  building  which  he  owned  so 
as  to  allow  a store  on  the  street  floor. 
In  the  past  nine  and  a half  years  he 
has  had  a growing  and  increasing 
trade  and  is  one  of  the  reliable  grocers 
in  this  city. 

Mr.  Naramore  is  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Merchants’  Asso- 
ciation, of  the  Rollstone  Church,  Men’s 
club,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  is  one 
of  Fitchburg’s  citizens  whose  efforts 
are  directed  for  the  best  interests  and 
welfare  of  this  community. 


PUTNAM  ST.  ALLEYS 

Bowling  and  Pool  Enthusiasts 

Enjoy  One  of  Finest  Amuse- 
ment Resorts  in  New 
England 

The  fact  that  there  are  no  better 
bowling  alleys  or  pool  rooms  in  New 
England  than  there  are  in  Fitchburg 
speaks  well  for  the  managers  of  this 
enterprise,  and  also  gives  proof  of  the 
excellent  patronage  that  is  virtually 
guaranteed  when  a business  of  this 
nature  is  properly  and  expertly  con- 
ducted. 

The  alleys  located  on  Putnam  street 
were  opened  to  the  pulilic  three  years 


ago,  and  were  installed  and  built  re- 
gardless of  cost.  The  premises  were 
particularly  fitted  up  for  them,  so 
that  in  the  surroundings  as  well  as  in 
the  particular  equipment  there  is  no 
similar  establishment  that  is  more 
modern  or  finely  furnished  in  the 
eastern  states. 

On  the  lower  floor  there  are  five 
pool  tables  and  one  billiard  table. 
Each  one  is  of  the  best  make  and 
workmanship,  is  kept  in  the  finest 
condition,  and  is  fast,  smooth,  and 
presents  a surface  for  the  best  per- 
formance of  either  amateur  or  pro- 
fessional. 

The  furnishings  of  the  room  are  in 
dark  oak,  and  there  is  a cleanliness 
and  orderliness  about  the  premises 
that  are  proof  of  the  fine  class  of  peo- 
ple who  patronize  it,  and  the  care  that 
is  exercised  to  have  everything  in  the 
most  up-to-date  and  attractive  con- 
dition. 

The  alleys  on  the  second  floor  ex- 
tend over  the  adjoining  market  as  well 
as  the  pool  room,  and  eight  alleys  of 
regulation  size  with  hard  and  polished 
surface  are  maintained,  and  are  thor- 
oughly managed. 

All  the  schedules  of  club  leagues  are 
played  off  here,  and  there  have  been 
some  sharp  and  keen  contests  in  the 
past  four  winters.  The  competitions 
are  fair  as  well  as  exciting,  and  the 
sport  has  developed  a lot  of  enthusiasts 
who  enjoy  the  exercise  they  get  from 
it,  and  like  the  attractive  surround- 
ings. 

The  business  has  been  under  the 
proprietorship  of  J.  Raymond  Dwyer 
for  the  past  eight  years,  and  Andrew 
Hawthorne  has  been  the  manager  for 
that  same  period.  Mr.  Hawthorne 
has  shown  an  impartial  courtesy  to  all 
patrons  of  the  establishment,  has  given 
the  best  service  possible,  and  has  been 


instrumental  in  gathering  here  the  best 
class  of  patrons. 

The  efforts  of  Mr.  Dwyer  and  Mr. 
Hawthorne  are  appreciated  by  the 
public,  and  Fitchburg  has  a natural 
pride  in  such  a fine  establishment, 
giving  due  credit  to  Mr.  Dwyer  and 
Mr.  Hawthorne,  for  their  enterprise 
in  conducting  and  developing  it  to  its 
present  high  standing. 


SELMA  S.  LEEMAN 


Photographic  Studio  Most  Successfully 
Conducted  by  Young  Woman 

Every  person  of  fairminded  disposi- 
tion hopes  for  the  success  of  any  young 


business  man,  but  this  desire  is  even 
more  strongly  felt  when  a young 
woman  enters  the  industrial  or  profes- 
sional field.  Consequently,  it  has  been 
most  gratifying  to  the  well-wishers  of 
Miss  Selma  S.  Leeman  to  learn  that  in 
a little  more  than  a year  she  has 
placed  her  establishment  upon  a sound 
footing,  and  has  become  so  widely  and 
appreciatively  known  for  her  ability 
in  her  line,  that  her  patronage  is  con- 
stantly increasing. 

Miss  Leeman  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Studio  at  368  Main  street,  the  old- 
est in  our  city,  and  for  many  years 
occupied  by  Mr.  Moulton,  the  veteran 
photographer.  Miss  Leeman,  however, 
bought  it  oi  John  Sahlstein,  and  has 
been  at  the  head  of  the  enterprise  since 
the  first  of  January,  1910. 

All  kinds  of  photographic  work  are 
done.  The  smallest  or  largest  size  por- 
traits are  finished  to  order,  and  the 
mounting  is  appropriate  and  as  skil- 
fully done  as  other  parts  of  the  work. 
Enlargements,  colored  and  tinted  pic- 
tures, and  crayons  ' or  oil  colors  are 
also  made. 

The  studio  is  one  of  the  best  equip- 
ped in  this  city.  The  light  is  unusually 
good,  and  the  reception,  operating  and 
dressing  rooms  are  all  most  convenient 
for  their  particular  uses. 

Miss  Leeman  is  a young  woman  of 
unusual  ambition  and  enterprise,  and 
has  equipped  herself  in  a comparatively 
short  time  in  the  artistic  and  commer- 
cial parts  of  this  business.  She  is  a 
native  of  Finland  but  studied  in  this 
country  and  was  employed  as  a compo- 
sitor in  this  city,  Boston  and  Quincy. 

She  has  made  an  undoubted  success 
of  her  present  venture.  Those  who  ad- 
mire pluck  and  enterprise  take  pride 
In  her  progress, — and  with  closer 
friends  and  patrons  wish  her  an  even 
more  prosperous  and  hopeful  future. 


THE  PALMS 

Most  Metropolitan  Eating  Place 
in  This  City  Conduct- 
ed by  J.  R. 

Dwyer 

Most  people  are  willing  to  give 
credit  where  credit  is  due,  and  as 
Fitchburg  has  its  usual  quota  of  fair- 
minded  persons,  the  agreement  has 
been  reached  whereby  The  Palms  is 
not  only  admitted  to  be  one  of  the 
finest  restaurants  in  Worcester  coun- 
ty but  that  J.  Raymond  Dwyer  showed 
an  unusual  amount  of  enterprise  in 
founding  it  and  successfully  conduct- 
ing it  up-to-date. 


The  Palms  has  its  entrance  at  33 
Day  street,  and  the  place  is  attractive 
to  the  best  sort  of  patronage,  and 
the  arrangements  and  service  are  for 
this  class  of  trade. 

The  Palms  was  opened  in  March, 
1910,  and  disclosed  an  interior  where 
palms  were  appropriately  placed,  and 
the  atmosphere  was  suggestive  of 
foliage,  a green-grained  oak  wood  be- 
ing used  for  panels,  tables,  chairs, 
counters,  etc.  Mouldings  along  the 
wall  offer  places  for  picturesque  steins, 
mugs,  and  plates,  and  its  rathskeller 
appearance  makes  it  a particular  in- 
novation for  this  city. 

Eight  tables  are  kept  on  the  floor, 
though  the  dining  room  would  accom- 
modate seventy-five  people  if  neces- 
sary. The  kitchen  is  one  of  the  most 
modernly  equipped  in  this  section,  and 
two  of  the  most  skilled  chefs  in  this 
state  are  employed. 

The  refrigerator  in  the  basement  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  city,  and 
the  meats,  fish,  and  vegetables  kept 
on  hand  would  be  sufficient  to  stock 
many  retail  stores.  However,  few 
stores  carry  so  constantly  such  a 
high-grade  quality  of  eatables.  The 
menu  offered  here  is  as  varied  as  pre- 
sented in  the  largest  cities,  and  is 
cooked,  seasoned,  and  served  by  some 
of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced 
people  in  this  line  of  business. 

A business  men’s  lunch  for  thirty- 
five  cents  is  one  of  the  popular  in- 
stitutions of  The  Palms,  and  for 
oysters,  a broiled  live,  a tender  chick- 
en or  a first-class  steak,  thfjre  is  really 
no  other  place  to  go. 

Mr.  Dwyer,  the  proprietor.  Is  the 
owner  of  the  Putnam  street  bowling 
alleys,  is  also  the  owner  of  several 
horses  that  have  ma  le  good  marks, 
and  has  always  been  a promoter  of 
athletic  events  and  clean  sports. 


PUTNAM  STREET  BOWLING  ALLEYS 
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STAR  WORSTED  CO. 

Superior  Yarns  Manufactured  Here  and  Shipped 
Direct  to  Mills  in  Eastern  States 


W.  H.  RITTER 

Florist  Having  Centrally  Located 
Store  and  One  of  Largest 
Greenhouses  in  This 
Section 

In  a city  the  size  of  Fitchburg  one 
would  be  quite  sure  that  all  branches 
of  business  would  be  completely  repre- 
sented, yet  it  is  a fact  that  one  of  the 
last  enterprises  to  be  established  in 
any  community  is  that  of  the  florist. 
Of  course  one  finds  offices  or  stores 
where  cut  flowers  may  be  purchased 
or  orders  left  for  designs  or  decorations, 
but  there  are  many  such  dealers  who 
have  no  resources  of  their  own  and 
depend  upon  some  larger  city  or  whole- 
salers for  their  stock.  Happily  this  is 
not  true  in  this  city,  and  the  florist 
shop  of  W.  H.  Ritter,  70  Main  street, 
was  not  established  until  two  years 
after  his  hothouses  had  been  occupied, 
so  that  in  his  case  the  position  was  the 
reverse  of  the  dealer  who  starts  in  with 
a few  cut  blossoms  and  eventually  be- 
comes a grower. 

The  convenience  of  dealing  with  a 
florist  who  has  his  own  greenhouses  is, 
of  course,  apparent.  There  is  no  wait- 
ing for  the  filling  of  any  order, — there 
is  no  doubt  of  what  can  be  had  at  the 
moment  of  inquiry,  and,  of  course, 
there  is  a wider  selection  than  as  if 
there  were  only  a store  stock  with  no 
producing  department  back  of  it. 

The  greenhouses  of  Mr.  Ritter  on 
Westminster  hill  road.  West  Fitchburg, 
comprise  10,000  square  feet  of  glass, 
and  the  hot-house  in  proximity  to  his 
home  on  Gardner  road  is  covered  by 
2000  square  feet  of  glass,  making  one  of 
the  largest  plants  of  this  kind  in  this 
section  of  the  county. 

Practically  all  the  blossoms  called 
for  are  raised  here,  except  roses,  car- 
nations in  many  hues  and  from  many 
stalks  are  raised,  violets,  chrysanthe- 
mums and  other  popular  blossoms, 
hardy  plants  and  green  stuffs,  so  this 
concern  is  prompt  in  filling  any  sort  of 
orders,  and  is  called  upon  for  some  of 
the  largest  decorative  jobs  done  in  this 
city. 

Funeral  work  is  a specialty,  and  all 
the  designs  called  for  on  such  occasions 
are  carried  in  the  frames  and  most  ar- 
tistically made  up.  Special  patterns  are 
also  provided  by  Mr.  Ritter,  who  em- 
ploys skilled  people  and  has  all  the 
material  and  equipment  to  do  any  work 
that  may  be  demanded  of  any  florist 
or  grower. 

Mr.  Ritter,  who  has  been  in  Fitch- 
burg for  12  years,  was  a florist  and 
greenhouse  man, in  Allentown,  Pa,,  be- 
fore locating  here.  Beginning  his  local 
enterprise  in  a small  way,  he  has  made 
constant  additions  to  his  plant  and 
stock,  and  has  developed  a patronage 
that  is  proof  of  his  ability  in  this  in- 
dustry and  of  the  confidence  he  has 
gained.  His  business  has  been  con- 
ducted progressively  and  with  energy, 
and  the  satisfaction  that  has  ensued 
has  brought  him  the  commendation  and 
good-will  of  this  community,  where  he 
Is  regarded  as  a leader  in  his  line,  and 
a worthy,  public-spirited  citizen. 


F.  E.  SMITH 

Proprietor  of  Grocery  Business  Has  Num- 
ber of  Important  Interests 

Though  the  retail  trade,  particularly 
around  Lunenburg  street,  knows  the 
name  of  F.  E.  Smith  as  one  of  the 
soundly  established  grocers  in  that  sec- 
tion, other  neighborhoods  call  for  Mr. 
Smith’s  attention  in  different  fields,  as 
he  is  one  of  the  heavy  dealers  in  sand, 
grravel,  and.  loam  in  our  city.  He  is 
also  owner  of  the  wood  yard  in  the 
rear  of  his  grocery  store  at  140  Lunen- 
burg street,  so  that  he  has  sufficient 
variety  of  interests  to  keep  him  occu- 
pied at  almost  any  season  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Smith  controls  sandbanks  on 
West  Main  and  Ebutelle  streets,  and 
In  the  building  season  supplies  many 
contractors  with  gravel  or  sand.  He 
also  has  extensive  supplies  of  loam. 
When  this  is  active  he  keeps  employed 
as  many  as  forty  men,  uses  seven 
teams  of  his  own  and  hires  others, 
showing  that  this  industry  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  this  section. 

He  sells  long  or  short,  cut  or  split 
wood  of  any  description  used  for  fuel, 
and  a complete  stock  is  always  on 
hand. 

Mr.  Smith  founded  his  grocery  busi- 
ness about  five  years  ago,  sold  it  out 
early  In  lb  10,  but  took  possession  again 


in  a few  months.  It  is  one  of  the  best 
stocked  stores  in  the  vicinity,  and  is 
up-to-date  in  arrangements  and  ap- 
pearances. The  highest  grade  of  staple 
and  fancy  groceries  are  dealt  in,  teas, 
coffees,  spices,  table  condiments, 
canned  goods,  etc. 

Fresh  and  cured  meats,  vegetables 
and  provisions  are  also  handled,  and 
housekeepers  in  this  part  of  our  city 
can  have  their  wants  as  promptly  sup- 
plied as  if  they  lived  or  traded  right  in 
the  business  centre.  A cash  business 
is  done,  the  goods  being  bought  at  the 
lowest  prices  and  sold  in  the  same  way, 
a method  that  meets  the  approval  of 
thrifty  people.  Three  capable  clerks 
are  employed. 


MICHAEL  SHEA 

Well-Known  Meat  Concern  That  Keeps 
Two  Teams  on  The  Road 

As  the  market  occupied  by  Michael 
Shea,  at  199  Water  street,  has  been 
identified  with  the  meat  business  for 
the  past  thirty- five  or  forty  years,  it  is 
one  of  the  establishments  particularly 
well  known  to  residents  in  that  section. 
The  present  projirietor’s  enterprise  car- 
ries him  forward,  however,  in  other 
directions,  for  he  not  only  supplies  a 
large  store  trade,  but  keeps  two  teams 
on  the  road  which  offer  customers  the 
facilities  of  the  market  at  their  doors. 

Anyone  who  takes  a serious  view  of 
the  high  cost  of  living  knows  that 
there  is  little  margin  in  foodstuffs,  and 
that  successful  men  must  have  exten- 
si\"e  transactions  and  a constant  turn- 
over of  goods  to  give  them  the  profit 
their  investment  should  have. 

Mr.  Shea  carries  one  of  the  largest 
stocks  of  meats  shown  in  any  market 
in  this  section.  Whole  animals,  great 
sides  of  beef,  lamb,  veal,  etc.,  are  on 
hand,  and  a large  refrigerator  furnishes 
the  atmosphere  necessary  for  the  best 
condition  of  fresh  meats. 

Cured  meats  of  all  kinds,  fresh  and 
salt  fish,  provisions,  all  kinds  of  pork 
products  and  fresh  vegetables  are  car- 
ried. 

The  volume  of  business  done  allows 
the  maintenance  of  a lower  price  than 
if  goods  were  handled  in  smaller 
quantities,  and  the  many  customers 
have  confidence  in  the  quality  they  get 
here,  and  the  value  received  for  the 
money  asked. 

Mr.  Shea  who  has  been  sole  proprie- 
tor for  the  past  three  years,  was  for 
three  years  previously  associated  with 
his  brother,  J.  D.  Shea,  in  the  firm. 
He  is  a native  of  Fitchburg,  was  for- 
merly for  nine  years  in  the  tea  busi- 
ness, is  a tradesman  of  enterprise  and 
foresight,  and  has  developed  his  pres- 
ent business  to  the  point  of  unmistak- 
able success.  He  Is  one  of  the  leaders 
in  this  vicinity,  and  has  a most  desir- 
able reputation  in  all  parts  of  the  city. 


The  city  of  Fitchburg  has  generally 
backed  its  own  judgment  in  the  way  of 
trading  and  manufacturing,  and  for  a 
community  of  its  size  has  probably  less 
outside  capital  invested  than  any  other 
place  in  New  England. 

This  is  especially  true  of  the  textile 
trade,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  general 
rule  elsewhere  in  that  business,  for  in 


a great  many  cities  where  cotton  and 
woolen  manufacturing  is  carried  on  the 
stockholders  art  all  outsiders. 

The  Star  Worsted  Co.  is  one  of  the 
industries  that  has  always  been  backed 
by  local  capital,  and  though  its  first 
owners  gave  up  its  charter  some  seven- 
teen years  ago,  when  a tariff  schedule 
was  depressing  the  woolen  trade,  there 
were  still  local  capitalists  courageous 
enough  to  take  hold  and  upbuild  the 
business.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
their  efforts  were  successful,  and  that 
the  company  is  today  one  of  the  sound- 
est in  our  city,  not  only  occupying  the 
original  plant  on  West  street,  but  also 
the  old  Pitts  mill  at  527  Main  street 

The  late  C.  T.  Crocker  was  president 
of  the  corporation  from  the  time  of  its 
reorganization  in  January,  1894,  until 
his  death  in  January,  1911.  Charles  B. 
Smith  is  treasurer,  having  held  the 
office  for  seventeen  years,  and  C.  T. 
Crocker,  Jr.,  is  a director. 

When  the  present  company  took  hold, 
there  were  sixteen  frames  in  operation; 
the  total  is  now  eighty,  with  thirteen 
thousand  spindles.  The  old  plant*  has 
fifty-four  of  the  frames,  and  the  Main 
street  addition  is  supplied  with 
twenty-six.  Three  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  people  are  employed. 

In  the  year  1909,  2,769,300  pounds  of 
wool  were  purchased,  representing  a 
market  value  of  $838,200.  Of  this 
amount  two  and  one-half  million 
pounds  were  used,  value  $723,000,  and 
the  finished  product  was  1,060,000 
pounds,  valued  at  $948,500.  The  pay 
roll  was  $127,036. 

The  Star  Worsted  Co.  manufactures 
worsted  yarns  in  white  and  mixed 
colors,  is  noted  for  the  reliable  and 
standard  quality  produced,  and  for  the 
fair  price  quoted.  The  consumers  in- 
clude some  of  the  mills  in  our  own  city, 
a large  number  in  Massachusetts, 
and  all  New  England.  Also  in  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Iowa,  and  Illinois.  These  manufactur- 
ers buy  direct  and  the  worsteds  have 
such  a high  reputation  that  compara- 
tively little  soliciting  is  done. 

The  administration  of  the  company  is 


of  course  responsible  for  the  standing 
of  its  products.  Manufactured  products 
can  not  be  sold  against  keen  competi- 
tion, unless  the  raw  materials  have 
been  bought  closely,  the  operations 
conducted  economically  and  every  ex- 
pense kept  at  the  minimum  figure. 

These  duties  devolve  upon  the  treas- 
urer of  a mill,  and  such  success  as  has 


been  gained  by  the  Star  Worsted  Co. 
must  be  credited  primarily  to  this  offi- 
cer. He  has  been  alive  to  existing 
conditions,  gone  into  the  market  at  the 
most  favorable  time  for  buying,  and  is 
always  thoroughly  informed  regarding 
conditions  that  may  affect  the  textile 
trade. 

Withal,  this  company  has  given  its 
employees  profitable  labor  and  full 
time,  whenever  it  was  possible,  and 
their  welfare  has  always  been  consid- 
ered as  well  as  the  prosperity  of  the 
firm. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  all  his  policies  and  ef- 
forts, has  had  the  encouragement  and 
cooperation  of  the  other  members  of 
the  company,  and  a union  of  ideas,  pro- 
pelled by  executive  integrity,  has  made 
the  Star  Worsted  Co.  one  of  the  sound- 
est and  most  representative  industries 
of  our  city. 


L.  O.  L’ESPERANCE 

Well-Known  Druggist  Gives  Cleghorn  Dis- 
trict Reliable  and  Expert  Service 

Various  qualifications  are  necessary 
for  the  successful  conduct  of  any  busi- 
ness, but  in  the  pharmaceutical  line 
nothing  is  more  desirable  than  expe- 
rience. Technically  a large  number  of 
druggists  may  be  equal,  but  on  compa- 
rison it  is  usually  found  that  the  phar- 
macist of  experience  has  a knowledge 
that  only  comes  through  years  of  prac- 
tice. The  Cleghorn  district,  then,  is 
most  fortunate  in  having  a pharmacy 
that  has  proved  its  reliability  in  ten 
years’  esablishment  here,  and  further 
confidence  is  felt  In  It  from  the  fact  that 
the  proprietor,  L.  O.  L’Esperance,  had 
been  in  business  in  anoth'er  part  of 
the  city  before  locating  here. 

This  store  at  134  Fairmount  street  is 
as  complete  as  any  in  Fitchburg,  with 
drugs  and  chemicals  of  standard  purity 
shown  in  the  variety  and  quality  that 
every  first-class  drug  store  should  dis- 
play. Prescriptions  are  carefully  and 
expertly  compounded  and  the  physi- 
cian’s prescription  is  accurately  fol- 
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GOODWIN  SHOE  STORE 


wear  bearing  the  label  of  W.  C.  Good- 
win. '!'he  firm  stands  back  of  its  mer- 
chandise, and  the  public  have  confi- 
dence in  the  stock  and  the  guarantee. 

The  volume  of  business  transacted 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  five  peo- 
ple are  regularly  employed,  and  four 
extra  on  Saturdays  or  in  the  holiday 
season.  Also,  having  given  satisfaction 


come  up  to  th?  modern  standard,  such 
as  is  maintained  in  other  cities.  In 
fact,  until  the  Park  Cafe  was  founded 
at  121  Main  street,  we  were  without 
complete  facilities  in  this  field.  The 
Park  Cafe  has,  however,  supplied  this 
deficiency,  and  since  it  was  opened  in 
the  summer  of  1904  it  has  served  an 
excellent  purpose,  for  it  has  not  only 


A regular  pat- 
ronage is  pleased 
with  combinations 
offered  at  supper 
and  breakfast,  and 
a popular -priced 
dinner  has  many 
patrons  from  busi- 
ness men  and 
women,  and  per- 
manent guests. 

The  regular  din- 
ing room  has  a 
seating  capacity  of 
fifty-six,  and  a sec- 
ond room  that  is 
used  in  warm 
weather  affords  fa- 
cilities for  twenty- 
four  more.  Seven- 
teen people  are  em- 
ployed. 

Charles  M.  Flint, 
who  was  a partner 
with  L.  E.  Hall  for 
about  two  years, 
became  proprietor  ANGELO  SERETTO  BUILDING 

in  December,  1910. 

Mr.  Flint  is  a candymaker  by  trade,  and 
had  formerly  been  employed  by  Hills. 

He  had  numerous  friends  when  he  en- 
tered this  cafe,  but  the  number  has 
steadily  increased  in  subsequent 
months  for  the  reason  that  not  only 
has  Mr.  Flint  given  a most  business- 
like administration  to  affairs,  provid- 
ing high-grade  food  at  reasonable 
prices,  but  that  he  is  always  eager  to 
serve  his  patrons,  is  self-possessed, 
courteous  and  efficient,  and  his  ex- 
ample is  followed  by  all  the  employees. 

The  atmosphere  is  congenial,  dis- 
criminating people  are  satisfied  with 
the  food,  linen  and  dishes,  and  the 
service  is  marked  by  promptness,  alert- 
ness and  consideration  on  the  part  of 
the  proprietor  and  his  capable  assist- 
ants. 


HOME  BAKERY 


High-grade  Goods  Please  Particular  Cus- 
tomers and  Bring  Success 

People  nowadays  are  so  used  to 
having  everything  brought  to  them  at 
their  doors  that  few  customers  ex- 
pect to  go  to  a store  and  take  away 
their  purchases.  It  may  be  assumed 
that  when  they  do  this  there  is  a 
particular  reason,  and  one  of  them 
is  most  likely  to  be  that  the  goods  they 
take  away  are  superior  to  what  they 
could  have  delivered. 

Undoubtedly  this  is  the  reason  why 
the  patronage  of  the  Home  Bakery, 
36  North  street,  has  steadily  grown; 
for  after  once  tasting  the  bakery  goods 
that  are  made  here  in  home  fashion, 
one  is  anxious  to  trade  here,  rather 
than  with  the  carts  that  are  perhaps 


ANGELO  SERETTO 

Wholesale  Grocer  Having' Prop-^ 
erty  and  Other  Business 
I Interests  in  Fitch- 
burg 

Progressive  cities,  such  as  Fitchburg, 
present  opportunities  to  enterprising 
men,  attracted  here  from  many  out- 
side communities,  and  possibly  from 
other  countries.  In  fact,  the  healthy 
growth  of  a city  is  much  dependent 
upon  new  blood,  for  old  settlers  are  apt 
to  be  content  with  present  conditions, 
and  the  community  is  largely  advanced 
by  those  who  have  their  own  fame 
and  fortune  to  acquire. 

The  career  of  Angelo  Seretto  is  one 
that  shows  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  exercising  energy  and  foresight, 
and  making  the  best  use  of  the  op- 
portunities that  our  community  af- 
fords. Though  Mr.  Seretto  has  been 
in  this  country  but  twenty  years,  and 
a resident  of  Fitchburg  since  1892,  he  Is 
now  one  of  the  soundest  business  men 
in  our  city,  the  owner  of  considerable 
real  estate, — and  has  an  honorable 
standing  in  mercantile  and  financial 
circles. 

Mr.  Seretto  occupies  his  own  building 
at  223  Water  street,  and  conducts  a 
wholesale  grocery  business,  and  also 
a wholesale  liquor  business.  In  gro- 
ceries, he  deals  in  several  well-known 
millings  of  flour;  such  as  the  high- 
grade  Wise  King  flour,  manufactured 
by  Bill  Bell  & Co.,  all  kinds  of 
staple  and  fancy  groceries,  and  is  an 
importer  of  olive  oil,  macaroni,  cheese 
and  other  delicacies  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestic makes. 


lowed.  In  all  departments  that  old 
statement,  “we  have  something  just 
as  good,”  is  tabooed,  and  there  is  no 
substitution  at  any  time. 

Druggists’  sundries,  proprietary  me- 
dicines and  articles,  fancy  goods,  toilet 
articles,  etc.,  are  handled,  while  cus- 
tomary conveniences  are  furnished  this 
neighborhood  through  high-class  con- 
fectionery and  cigar  departments,  and 
a soda  fountain  handsomely  and  ser- 
viceably designed.  Two  capable  clerks 
are  employed.. 

Mr.  L’Esperance  has  been  a drug- 
gist in  our  city  for  15  years,  and  was 
formerly  in  business  on  Water  street. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Fitchburg  Drug- 
gists’ association,  has  been  a member 
of  the  school  committee  three  years, 
is  affiliated  with  several  fraternal  or- 
ganizations, and  is  numbered  among 
our  reliable  business  men  interested 
in  municipal  efforts  and  development. 


W.  C.  GOODWIN 

Shoe  Dealer  Who  Has  Made  Ex- 
pansion and  Progress  in 
Past  Thirteen 
Years 

If  it  is  really  true  that  a person  is 
known  by  the  company  he  keeps,  it  is 
quite  as  true  that  some  manufactured 
goods  are  also  known  by  the  company 
they  keep.  This  is  exemplified  in  a 
number  of  different  mercantile  lines, 
but  in  this  instance  we  will  take  the 
shoe  trade  for  an  example.  The  Walk- 
Over  shoe  can  not  only  be  depended 
upon  for  itself,  but  it  always  keeps 
creditable  company.  The  George  E. 
Keith  Co.,  manufacturers  of  the  Walk- 
Over,  carefully  select  their  agents  or 
distributors,  and  the  dealer  who  han- 
dles the  Walk-Over  must  be  an  alert 
and  up-to-date  business  man,  and 
must  also  handle  other  lines  that  are 
good  company  for  the  Walk-Over.  So 
wherever  one  finds  this  Brockton  man- 
ufactured shoe  for  men  he  will  be  sure 
to  find  other  standard  makes,  and  he 
may  also  be  confident  that  he  is  trad- 
ing with  one  of  the  most  reliable  con- 
cerns in  that  community. 

Speaking  about  the  Walk-Over  in 
Fitchburg  is  in  reality  talking  about 
W.  C.  Goodwin,  the  dealer  at  165-169 
Main  street,  and  the  foregoing  state- 
ments made  about  the  Walk-Over  are 
applicable  to  Mr.  Goodwin. 

In  1898,  when  he  bought  out  a shoe 
firm  that  had  the  corner  store,  he  en- 
tered a site  that  had  been  used  in  the 
retail  shoe  trade  for  twenty  years,  and 
hardly  a change  had  been  made  in  that 
twenty  years,  except  a change  of  own- 
ership. In  less  than  a year  Mr.  Good- 
win wanted  more  room,  and  as  soon 
as  possible  he  secured  the  lease  of 
the  store  adjoining.  Then  the  market 
underneath  was  moved,  and  Mr.  Good- 
win altered  the  basement,  and  added 
that,  so  that  at  present  he  has  one  of 
the  largest,  and  certainly  one  of  the 
best,  shoe  stores  in  this  city. 

In  addition  to  the  Walk-Over  for 
men,  there  is  the  Patrician  for  women, 
and  a large  stock  of  high-class  foot- 


to the  Fitchburg  public,  an  attractive 
store  in  Leominster  was  taken  several 
years  ago,  and  there  a proportionately 
successful  business  is  done. 

Mr.  Goodwin  has  been  in  the  retail 
shoe  trade  some  twenty- five  years 
in  this  city,  and  his  acquaintance  with 
Fitchburg  customers  gave  him  a sub- 
stantial start  when  he  entered  business 
for  himself,  while  upright  and  enter- 
prising methods  have  l)een  continually 
productive  in  later  years. 


THE  PARK  CAFE 

Mr.  Goodwin  has  been  a member  of 
the  school  committee,  a director  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  is  now  a director  of 
C.  W.  Bennett  & Go.,  and  is  a member 
of  some  of  the  representative  organ- 
izations in  this  city.  He  is  regarded 
as  one  of  our  leading  business  men, 
interested  in  all  the  progressive  move- 
ments of  this  community. 


THE  PARK  CAFE 

First-Class  Restaurant  Under  the 
Proprietorship  of  Charles  M. 

Flint  & Co.  a Leader 
in  Its  Field 

People  whose  home  life  permits  them 
only  occasional  glimpses  of  outside  af- 
fairs, are  not  aware  of  the  reputation 
a city  acquires  through  its  facilities 
for  giving  comfort  to  visitors  or  to  the 
many  who  have  no  home  ties  in  the 
city  of  their  residence.  Though  it  may 
not  be  a fair  standard  by  which  to 
form  a judgment,  the  reputation  of  a 
city  often  depends  upon  its  hotel  or 
restaurant  accommodations. 

Fitchburg  has  been  well  supplied  with 
hotel  conveniences,  but  it  is  only  in 
recent  years  that  restaurants  have 


catered  successfully  to  a transient  and 
permanent  patronage,  but  with  such 
ability  and  thoroughness  that  there  is 
no  chance  for  complaint  among  those 
who  prefer  or  are  forced  to  restaurant 
life.  This  is  a very  numerous  class  in 
F'itchburg,  for  our  enterprising  city 
attracts  many  young  office  and  clerical 
workers,  professional  and  mercantile 
people,  who  are  for  a time,  at  least,  the 
patrons  of  restaurants  and  lodging 

houses.  The  Park  is  the  eating  place 

of  all  these  people 

and  others  who  are 
particular  about 
their  food.  It  is 

one  of  the  best 
managed  restaur- 
ants in  the  county, 
and  the  comfort 
and  service  of  each 
guest  is  always  care- 
fully looked  after. 

The  menu  is  one 
of  the  most  com- 
plete offered  any- 
where, all  the  deli- 
cacies and  dainties 
in  the  market  be- 
ing offered  here. 
Two  expert  chefs 
attend  to  the  cook- 
ing, and  the  flavor- 
ing, and  the  mate- 
rials being  the  best 
to  be  purchased, 
there  is  nothing- 
lacking,  whether  a 
modest  or  elaborate 
meal  is  ordered. 


more  convenient  but  do  not  offer  the 
same  make  or  quality. 

Home-made  breads  and  rolls  are  a 
specialty.  They  are  enjoyed  by  the 
most  particular  people,  and  have  such 
a demand  that  a number  of  the  best 
grocery  stores  in  our  city  have  put 
them  in  stock.  They  may  be  obtained 
at  Drury’s,  and  about  eight  other  re- 
tail stores. 

So  one  does  not  have  to  walk,  after 
all,  if  he  wants  these  desirable  food 
stuffs,  though  the  larger  part  of  the 
trade  is  accommodated  at  the  bakery 
salesroom  on  North  street.  AH  kinds 
of  pies,  cakes,  doughnuts  and  other 
pastry  are  carried  here,  and  each 
made  fresh  daily  according  to  home 
recipes  and  formulas,  so  that  there  is 
none  of  the  conventional  taste  which 
is  usually  associated  with  baker’s 
goods. 

In  fact,  one  man  and  two  women 
cooks  are  employed,  and  the  mixing 
and  baking  are  done  as  a first-class 
cook  would  do  it  for  her  own  family. 
The  business  has  been  established 
only  a little  over  a year,  and  the  pat- 
ronage that  has  been  built  up  is  the 
best  proof  of  the  satisfaction  with 
which  these  products  have  met. 

G.  A.  Cruickshank,  proprietor  of  the 
l)akery,  entered  this  industry  when  he 
liought  out  the  Stratton  Baking  Co.  on 
Blossom  street.  In  March,  1910,  he 
moved  to  his  present  premises  on 
North  street,  and  has  continually  ex- 
panded his  facilities  and  output  dur- 
ing his  proprietorship. 
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His  liquor  store  is  one  of  the  most 
largely  stocked  in  the  city,  and  Mr.  Se- 
retto  is  known  for  reliable  dealing 
and  square  treatment  of  all  patrons  in 
any  business  that  he  handles.  He  em- 
ploys ten  people  and  keeps  several 
teams  in  commission  for  the  local 
deliveries. 

Mir.  Seretto  is  also  a bonded  banker 
and  does  a large  business  in  foreign 
exchanges  and  drafts,  and  is  the  con- 
fidential adviser  of  many  of  our  thrifty 
foreign-born  inhabitants. 

He  handles  much  real  estate  both  for 
himself  and  others,  and  has  always 
shown  sagacity  and  excellent  judgment 
in  his  estimate  of  values  and  future 
possibilities. 


While  the  Metropolitan  dam  in  Clin- 
ton was  being  constructed,  for  some 
seven  years  he  carried  on  a baking  and 
commissary  business  in  that  town.  He 
erected  his  building  on  Water  street 
eight  years  ago,  and  has  subsequently 
continually  expanded  the  business  of 
which  he  is  proprietor. 

Mr.  Seretto  is  one  of  the  notable 
taxpayers  in  our  city,  is  a responsible 
and  enterprising  business  man,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  public-spirited 
citizens.  He  is  well  thought  of  by  his 
fellow-countrymen  and  serves  them 
as  notary-public  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  also  attends  to  assignments 
of  Italian  government  papers. 


HAYES  DRUG  CO. 

Most  Centrally  Located  Pharmacy  in  Fitch- 
burg Has  Correspondingly  Large  Trade 

Wherever  one  sees  the  Rexall  slgpi 
one  is  assured  of  the  progressiveness 
and  reliability  of  the  pharmacy  where 
it  Is  disclosed.  This  great  manufactur- 
ing company  has  the  opportunity  to 
choose  its  agency  from  all  the  drug 
stores  in  any  city. 

The  Hayes  Drug  Company,  122  Main 
street,  is  the  Rexall  store  in  this  city, 
and  the  reasons  why  it  has  these  pri- 
vileges can  be  understood,  when  one 
realizes  its  central  location,  the  bright 
and  attractive  interior  and.  exterior, 
the  modern  fixtures  and  arrangements, 
and  the  complete  and  varied  stock 
carried. 

A most  unusual  quantity  of  soaps, 
toilet  waters,  facial,  hand,  hair  and 
flesh  ointments  are  carried,  toilet  ar- 
ticles, fancy  goods  and  druggists’  sun- 
dries. While  the  Hayes  Drug  company 
undoubtedly  sells  more  patent  medi- 
cines than  any  other  pharmacy  in  this 
city,  physicians’  prescriptions  are  by 
no  means  neglected,  and  a large  num- 
ber of  them  are  filled  here,  and  are 
precisely  and  expertly  compounded. 

A National  cigar  stand  is  maintained, 
and  a triple  soda  fountain  of  the  most 
modern  and  handsome  construction, 
allows  the  prompt  service  that  is  ne- 
cessary where  a stand  is  as  heavily 
patronized  as  this. 

No.  4 postal  station  is  conducted 
here,  and.  is  one  of  the  sub-stations 
where  the  receipts  are  particularly 
large. 

The  location  is  one  of  the  oldest  drug 
store  sites  in  this  city  If  not  the  old- 
est, and  was  secured  by  John  P.  Hayes 
and  partner,  in  June,  1902,  Mr.  Hayes 
becoming  sole  proprietor  three  years 
later  The  amount  of  business  done 
may  he  judged  by  the  fact  that  eight 
people  are  employed. 

John  P.  Hayes  has  been  in  the  drug 
trade  for  twenty-one  years,  and  has 
been  a registered  pharmacist  nineteen 
years.  He  Is  president  of  the  Pitch- 


burg  Druggists’  association,  is  Grand 
Knight  of  the  K.  of  C.,  on  the  mercan- 
tile committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Merchants’  Association,  and  is  in 
his  ninth  year  as  a member  of  the 
school  board. 


J.  F.  HAYES 

Oldest  Drug  Store  in  West  Fitchburg  Un- 
der Most  Modern  Management 

As  the  proprietor  of  his  own  estab- 
lishment, the  business  career  of  John 
F.  Hayes  was  begun  twelve  years  ago, 
when  he  became  the  owner  of  the  West 


Fitchburg  drug  store  where  he  had 
previously  been  employed.  This  phar- 
macy has  been  one  of  the  most  reliable 
trading  places  in  this  section  for  the 
past  quarter  of  a century. 

In  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  it  is 
a family  dnag  store,  attending  to  all 
the  prescription  trade  of  this  locality, 
and  giving  accurate  and  skilful  ser- 
vice in  this  most  important  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hayes  also  owns  the  Hayes  Drug 
Co.,  under  the  American  House,  and 
has  the  Rexall  agency  for  this  city,  and 
the  exclusive  rights  for  Vinol,  D.  D., 
and  other  highly  recommended  reme- 
dies. The  West  Fitchburg  store  has 
also  these  privileges,  so  that  it  is  one 
of  the  best  stocked  pharmacies  in  any 
part  of  our  city. 

Confectionery,  toilet  goods,  fancy  ar- 
ticles, cigars,  soda  and  other  conve- 
niences that  are  part  of  a first-class 
drug  store,  are  Included  in  the  stock 
here,  so  that  three  people,  including 
a capable  manager,  are  employed. 

When  the  West  Fitchburg  post  office 
was  abolished  the  first  sub-station  was 
created  here,  and  the  No.  1 office  is  con- 
ducted at  Hayes’  pharmacy. 


DANIEL  W.  TEEHAN 

Popular  and  Largely  Patronized 
Cigar  Store  Owned  by  State 
Representative 

“Teehan’s”  is  the  sign  that  welcomes 
the  many  customers  ’••t'o  procure  their 
smoking  supply  at  thi,i , oopular  cigar 
and  tobacco  store,  at  tl^j  corner  of 
Main  and  Prichard  streets’.  And  Dan 
Teehan  is  not  only  one  ol\  the  best 
known  and  most  reliable  of'  business 
men  in  this  field,  but  the  good’'/''ill  of 
his  fellow-citizens  has  been  unmli’tak- 
ably  shown  by  two  elections  to^the 
state  legislature  from  a district  over- 
whelmingly Republican,  while  Mr.  Tee- 
han is  of  the  opposite  party. 

Mr.  Teehan  has  been  a resident  of 
Fitchburg  twenty  years,  and  when  he 
first  located  here  was  of  the  firm  of 
Lyons  & Teehan,  later  Teehan  & Boyle, 
clothiers  and  men’s  furnishers.  Ten 
years  ago  he  entered  the  cigar  busi- 
ness, and  in  addition  to  his  centrally 
located  store,  conducts  a manufactur- 
ing plant  in  Belding  Plock.  Here  is 
made  the  Monogram,  a ten-cent  cigar 
which  furnishes  a fragrant  and  sweet 
tasting  smoke,  declared  by  users  of  the 
fragrant  weed  one  of  the  best  on  the 
market  today.  Dan  Te  and  the  Good- 
rich Smoke  are  five-centers  expertly 
rolled,  and  containing  the  best  leaves 
and  wrappings  that  can  be  offered  for 
the  money. 

The  Fay  Club,  selling  for  ten  and 
fifteen  cents,  is  another  brand  carried 
here  and  meets  the  approval  of  the  most 
discriminating  smoker.  It  is  being 


made  a specialty.  In  these  makes  Mr. 
Teehan  has  built  up  a large  retail  and 
wholesale  trade. 

Tobacco,  cigarettes,  pipes,  pouches, 
and  all  smokers’  materials  are  sold  at 
the  store,  and  in  spite  of  the  particu- 
larly keen  competition  in  this  line  of 
trade,  there  is  no  dearth  of  customers 
at  Teehan’s,  for  combined  with  com- 
plete stock  and  prompt  consideration 
of  customers,  there  is  the  proprietor’s 
friendly  greeting  to  be  counted  upon, 
and  Mr.  Teehan  has  made  his  success 
through  his  personality  as  well  as  by 
commercial  qualifications. 

He  is  a member  of  leading  fraternal 
organizations  in  our  city,  has  always 
been  a loyal  and  sincere  champion  of 


democratic  principles,  and  his  service 
in  the  legislature  was  creditable  to 
himself  and  the  district  he  represents. 


FITCHBURG  FRUIT  CO. 

A Successful  and  Increasing  Busi- 
ness Developed  by  Men  of 
Experience  in  This 
Field 

Though  the  fruit  business  is  often 
merely  a side  line  with  grocery  or 
other  retail  concerns,  it  is  neverthe- 
less of  sufficient  importance  to  be  de- 
veloped by  itself,  and  with  men  of  ex- 
perience and  ability  as  managers,  such 
an  enterprise  is  likely  to  rival  any 
retail  industry. 

This  is  certainly  true  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Fruit  Company,  for  it  has  lately 


combined  t\  e business  of  two  stores, 
and  at  its  q.^arters  at  100  Main  street, 
is  giving  suth  service  and  attention 
to  its  transactions,  that  it  is  rapidly 
increasing  its  trade,  and  taking  a 
place  among  t'le  foremost  business 
houses  of  its  kin»,l  in  this  city. 

All  foreign  and,  domestic  fruits  are 
dealt  in,  and  the  “"nest  products  from 
the  sunny  climes  i^re  shown  with  the 
growths  of  more  i emperate  regions. 
Apples  from  the  hillsides  of  New  Eng- 
land, oranges  from  I’lorida  and  Cali- 
fornia, bananas  from  illje  islands  of  the 
Gulf,  as  well  as  the  products  of  the 
other  hemisphere,  are),  shown  here; 
and  as  the  proprietors  df  the  business 


are  men  of  experience  in  this  field  of 
endeavor,  the  most  skilful  buying 
methods  are  employed,  and  the  con- 
sumer has  the  advantage  of  purchas- 
ing supplies  that  are  guaranteed  to 
be  sound  and  wholesome. 

Deliveries  to  the  retail  trade  are 
made  by  team. 

A wholesale  trade,  as  well  as  re- 
tail, is  conducted. 

The  Fitchburg  Fruit  Co.  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  E.  B.  Macy  & Co.,  whose 
business  they  purchased  the  first  of 
this  year.  The  proprietors  are  Peter 
Bertucio  and  George  Bertuclo.  The 
latter  had  been  successfully  conduct- 
ing the  Fitchburg  FVuit  store  at  182 
Main  street,  since  last  August,  but 
with  his  father  bought  out  Mr.  Macy, 
and  removed  to  that  headquarters,  100 
Main  street,  the  latter  part  of  January. 

Both  came  to  Fitchburg  from  Bran- 
ford, Ct.,  where  Peter  Bertucio  had 
formerly  been  in  the  fruit  business. 
Both  father  and  son  are  demonstrating 
their  experience  and  ability  in  their 
new  location,  and  have  gained  a vol- 
ume of  trade  that  places  them  among 
the  leaders  in  this  section. 


MICHON’S  STUDIO 

Photographer  Who  Has  Steadily  Increased 
Patronage  in  Eight  Years 

The  art  of  photography  is  one  that 
endures.  The  picture  that  is  made  to- 
day may  be  cherished  by  one’s  friends 
or  families  for  many  years.  This  is 
a fact  that  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  people  who  are  going  to 
have  a portrait  taken,  and  a photog- 
rapher should  be  consulted  whose  work 
not  only  satisfies  for  the  time  being 
but  will  be  lasting. 

Michon’s  Studio  has  gained  a desir- 
able reputation  in  the  past  eight  years 
and  the  work  performed  here  is  of  the 
kind  that  is  permanent.  Any  sort  of  a 
photograph  is  furnished  here,  in  large 
or  small  sizes,  black  and  white,  sepia, 
or  other  tones. 

The  chief  feature  of  photography 
is  given  expert  attention.  That  is,  the 
likeness  of  the  sitter  is  most  faithfully 
reproduced.  The  characteristic  atti- 
tude is  portrayed  and  the  individual- 
ity of  the  patron  is  brought  out  through 
the  pose,  so  that  in  after  years,  if  need 
be,  as  well  as  the  present,  the  photog- 
rapher will  give  satisfaction  because 
it  is,  as  we  often  say,  "a  speaking  like- 
ness.” 

Expert  work  in  retouching,  printing 
and  toning  is  done,  and  a feature  of 
this  studio  is  the  number  of  enlarge- 
ments that  are  made  in  crayon,  pas- 
tels and  water  colors.  Two  assistants 
are  employed. 

The  studio  is  one  of  the  old  estab- 


lished ones  in  Fitchburg.  It  has  the 
north  light  so  much  desired  by  artists, 
and  all  the  equipments  and  improve- 
ments that  are  used  for  modern  pho- 
tography. Mr.  A.  O.  Michon  purchased 
the  business  of  Fred  I.  Cate  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1903,  and  came  to  this  city  from 
Lawrence  where  he  had  previously  been 
engaged  in  photographic  work. 

Mr.  Michon’s  ability  and  enterprise 
have  met  with  suitable  reward  and  he 
has  built  up  one  of  the  largest  busi- 
nesses of  this  kind  in  our  city. 
Michon’s  studio  is  widely  and  pop- 
ularly known  and  the  proprietor  is 
numbered  among  our  city’s  most  ca- 
pable professional  men. 
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DANIEL  McBAIN 

Scientific  Horseshoer  With  Thirty-six  Years’  Ex- 
perience in  This  City 


gives  an  idea  of  the  stock  carried.  The 
depth  is  eighty-five  feet,  with  a width 
of  eighty  in  the  rear,  graduating  to 
some  forty  feet  of  street  frontage. 

Every  sort  of  staple  and  fancy  gro- 
ceries is  kept,  including  those  bottled 
and  pickled  goods,  sauces,  and  condi- 
ments, that  are  shown  only  by  thf; 
most  extensive  dealers. 


WORCESTER  COUNTY  JAIL,  SOUTH  FITCHBURG 


Though  many  people  claim  that  the 
time  is  coming  when  horses  will  be 
used  but  very  little,  and  the  automo- 
bile will  be  used  entirely  for  trans- 
portation and  pleasure  driving,  that 
radical  departure  is  not  going  to  hap- 
pen in  this  day  or  generation.  Conse- 
quently the  trades  which  have  to  do 
with  horses  or  carriages  still  call  for 
expert  and  able  men. 

It  is  fitting  here  to  mention  Daniel 
McBain,  the  horseshoer  at  45  Academy 
street,  for  Mr.  McBain  has  been  identi- 
fied with  this  industry  for  many  years 
and  has  been  located  in  this  neighbor- 
hood for  thirty-six  years. 

He  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1876,  and 
though  he  had  had  a short  experience 
in  Nova  Scotia  as  a blacksmith,  he 
gave  further  time  to  the  work  in  this 
city  and  was  employed  at  it  for  ten 
years,  becoming  established  for  him- 
self February  24,  1886.  For  years  he 
occupied  the  building  now  used  by  Wil- 
liam St.  Germain,  the  livery  stable- 
man, and  seven  years  ago  he  erected 
the  block  which  he  now.  occupies,  with 
entrance  at  45  Academy  street. 

The  excellent  workmanship  of  Mr. 
McBain  has  always  been  the  recom- 
mendation of  this  establishment,  and 
owners  of  thoroughbred  horses  as  well 
as  drivers  of  more  ordinary  animals 
have  been  his  customers.  Every  horse 
is  shod  here  according  to  its  require- 
ments. Nervous  or  highly-strung  ani- 
mals are  handled  understandingly  and 
carefully,  and  each  is  given  the  treat- 
ment and  workmanship  it  needs. 
Horses  with  peculiar  requirements  are 
dealt  with  expertly,  and  the  greatest 
confidence  is  felt  by  horsemen  in  all 
operations  conducted  here. 

Four  skillful  men  are  employed,  and 
all  work  is  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  McBain.  He  himself  is  the  owner 
of  a good  horse  or  two,  and  has  had 
some  fast  and  clever  ones  that  have 
shown  their  heels  to  others  in  the  same 
class. 

The  Worcester  North  Agricultural 
Society,  after  a long  and  creditable 
history,  encountered  reverses,  and  was 
at  last  compelled  to  discontinue  its 
fairs,  and  give  up  its  real  estate,  which 
contained  the  only  good  half-mile 
track  in  this  vicinity.  The  situation 
appeared  to  be  that  horse  racing  was 


at  an  end;  but  Mr.  McBain,  with  other 
lovers  of  the  sport,  by  great  effort 
aroused  enough  enthusiasm  so  that  an 
organization  cailed  the  Worcester 
North  Driving  Association  was  formed. 
Mr.  MIcBain  held  the  office  of  presi- 
dent for  three  years,  and  his  zealous 
championship  of  the  cause  has  put 
horsemanship  on  a new  and  firm  basis. 
The  association  has  also  revived  the 
fair  idea,  and  in  1910  and  1911  held 
exhibitions  which  were  successful  in 
ever}'  way.  Such  an  event  of  annual 
occurrence  is  a large  factor  in  the 
prestige  of  a city  which  aspires  to  the 
position  of  a business  center. 

His  connection  with  this  society  is 
but  one  of  the  ways  in  which  his  pub- 
lic spirit  has  been  evidenced,  and  he 
has  a.  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances who  appreciate  his  genial 
characteri.=;tic3. 


FRANK  E.  TOWER 

Leading  Food  Department  Store 
With  Modern  Refrigeration 
and  Many  Special 
Features 

Though  Tower’s  store,  at  14  Putnam 
street,  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  foremost  retail  establish- 
ments in  Fitchburg,  a number  of  fea- 
tures make  it  distinctive. 

For  example:  It  has  one  of  the 
most  modern  refrigerating  systems  in 
the  city.  A thermostat  automatically 
regulates  the  temperature  so  that  it  is 
never  allowed  to  go  above  or  lielow  a 
certain  point.  This  means  that  meats 
kept  in  this  way  retain  their  appear- 
ance and  are  improved  in  flavor. 

There  is  also  a manufacturing  plant 


in  the  rear,  where  a five  horse-poA'er 
motor  drives  seven  machines,  notably 
two  hamburg  machines,  a bone  cutter, 
a silent  cutter  and  a mixer.  There 
are  all  conveniences  for  making  pork 
sausages,  head  cheese,  and  like  prod- 
ucts. 

Fresh  and  cured  meats,  fruits  and 
vegetables,  and  game  in  season,  are 
handled,  while  the  daily  replenishment 
make  it  the  largest  fish  market  in 
this  section. 

Tower’s  Market  pickp  its  own  poul- 
try when  possible  to  procure  the  birds 
alive.  The  Vermont  agency  of  the 
houf.e  keeps  it  well  f applied  with  but- 
ter and  eggs,  also  fresh -killed  ducks, 
geese  and  turkeys  at  all  seasons. 

These  are  seme  of  the  unusual  fea- 
tures of  this  business,  which  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  this  city.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  store  is  such  that  a glance 


The  Princess  Royal  canned  goods  are 
packed  especially  for  this  firm,  under 
expert  direction,  that  they  may  come 
up  to  its  high  standard. 

Fifteen  people  are  employed,  and 
five  teams  are  used. 

Frank  E.  Tower,  the  proprietor,  came 
to  Fitchburg  in  F'ebruar}'’,  1898,  from 
Waltham,  where  he  had.  conducted  two 
stores.  He  was  located  on  Main  street 
eight  years,  and  has  occupied  the  pres- 
ent premises  si.x  years.  His  business 
career  has  been  remarkably  success- 
ful, due  to  the  complete  service  he  has 
offered,  and  his  policy  of  square 
dealing. 


J.  G.  DONNELLY 

Veteran  Shoe  Dealer  Now  Located  on  Oli- 
ver Street,  43  Years  in  Trade 

There  are  few  better-known  busi- 
ness men  in  our  city  than  J.  G.  Don- 
nelly, the  shoe  dealer  now  located  at 
10  Oliver  street.  F’ew  of  the  men  who 
were  engaged  in  business  when  Mr. 
Donneliy  started  are  now  active,  but 
Mr.  Donnelly,  with  forty-three  years’ 
service  to  his  credit,  is  still  a vigorous 
and  progressive  business  man. 

Mr.  Donnelly  began  business  fdr 
himself  at  239  Main  street,  and  was 
later  tor  twenty-four  years  in  the 
Twitchell  building,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street.  In  the  fail  of  1908, 
when  the  old  site  had  been  purchased 
and  remodeied  for  a new  tenant,  Mr. 
Donnelly  removed  to  Oliver  street, 
where  his  old  patrons  have  since  found 
him  and  a good  pumber  of  new  ones 
as  well. 

Mr.  Donnell'"'  naturally  has  the  repu- 
tation befitti'lg  his  long  experience, 
and  is  regarded  as  the  most  expert 
shoe  retailer  in  our  city,  consequently 
people  have  confidence  in  the  line  of 
g'oods  carried,  and  take  his  recommen- 
dation when  they  are  in  doubt. 

The  Heywood  shoe  is  the  particuiar 
make  carried.  All  the  lasts  that  these 
manufacturers  use  are  dealt  in  by  Mr. 
Donnelly,  and  every  size  and  quality 
that  is  demanded  for  men’s  wear  are 
carried.  The  Heywood  shoe  is  es- 
pecially well-known  for  the  expert 
workmanship  that  is  put  into  it,  the 
durability  of  the  leather,  and  the  ser- 
viceability of  the  shapes  made. 

Good  footwear  for  women  and  chil- 
dren is  also  handled,  besides  slippers, 
low  shoes  and  rubbers.  Repairing  is 
thoroughly  and  expertly  done,  two  ca- 
pable assistants  being  employed. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  born  in  New 
Brunswick,  but  came  to  Fitchburg  for- 
ty-three years  ago.  He  has  been  in 
the  shoe  trade  ever  since,  and  except 
for  a very  short  time  has  been  pro- 
prietor of  his  own  store.  He  is  known 
as  one  of  our  most  reliable  and  ex- 
perienced business  men,  and  is  es- 
teemed for  personal  as  well  as  com- 
mercial qualifications. 


TOWER’S  CASH  MARKET 


WALSH  & WALSH 

Law![Firm  Whose  Members  Have 
lAchieved,.Distinction  in  Their 
Profession  and  In 
Politics 

Of  the  leading  law  firms  in  Worces- 
ter county,  none  is  better  or  more  re- 
putably known  than  the  F'itchburg 
counselors,  Walsh  & Walsh,  with  offices 
in  the  Park  building.  As  practitioners 
at  the  bar  and  as  legal  advisers,  the 
services  of  this  firm  are  most  repeat- 
edly in  demand,  and  both  gentlemen 
have  had  a training  and  experience 
that  makes  them  successful  advocates 
and  judicious  in  their  counsel.  Loyal 
citizenship  has  made  them  known  out- 
side of  their  professional  circle  and 
both  have  filled  offices  of  trust,  with 
credit  and  integrity. 

David  I.  Walsh  is  a native  of  Leom- 
inster, where  he  was  born  in  1873,  grad- 


HON.  DAVID  I.  WALSH 

uating  from  the  Clinton  High  school 
in  1890,  and  Holy  Cross  college  in  1893. 
He  was  graduated  from  Boston  Uni- 
versity Law  school  in  1897,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  the  same  year. 

He  was  a member  of  the  house  of 
representatives  in  1900-1901.  In  the 
last  state  campaign  he  made  a re- 
markable contest  for  the  lieutenant- 
governorship,  in  which  he  was  de- 
feated by  a very  small  plurality.  Had 
he  been  successful  as  appeared  prob- 
able at  one  time,  he  would  have  been 
the  first  of  his  party  to  occupy  the 
seat  in  half  a century.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Fitchburg 
Trust  Company,  and  was  its  first  pres- 
ident; is  a director  of  the  Fitchburg 
Safe  Deposit  & Trust  Compan}-,  and  a 
citizen  who  confers  distinction  upon 
this  city  where  he  resides. 

Thomas  L.  Walsh  was  born  in  Leom- 
inster in  1875,  graduated  from  the  Clin- 
ton High  school  in  1891,  from  the  Bos- 
ton University  Law  school  in  1900,  and 


MAJ.  THOMAS  L.  WALSH 

was  admitted  to  the  bar  immediately 
following.  He  is  a member  of  Governor 
Foss’s  staff. 
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The  Fitchburg  Public  Library,  An  Educational 
Institution  For  All  The  People 

By  JOHN  G.  FAXON 
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WALLACE  LIBRARY  BUILDING  AND  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


The  worth  of  a public  library  is 
measured  by  its  value  to  the  commu- 
nity, and  its  history  is  less  the  mere 
narrative  of  its  beginnings  and  growth 
than  the  record  of  its  daily  service. 

By  these  standards  the  Fitchburg 
public  library  measures  large,  and  its 
relation  to  the  daily  life  of  the  people 
of  Fitchburg  is  established  as  intimate, 
constructive  and  constantly  enlarging. 

Some  recently  published  statistics 
showing  circulation  of  certain  libraries 
in  this  state  cannot  be  gainsaid  as  to 
the  strict  statement  of  fact  they  con- 
vey, but,  ail  things  being  relative,  sta- 
tistics must  yield  to  conditions  and 
the  hard  fact  of  numerical  accuracy 
must  give  way  to  the  conditions  that 
create  it.  When  the  statistics  from 
the  census  of  1910  are  complete  they 
will  show  one  factor  that  affects  the 
relative  showing  of  this  library  in  those 
tables  of  comparison  that  are  so  dear 
to  many.  Granted  a population  of  close 
to  40,000,  there  should  be  eliminated 
fully  one-third  who  neither  speak  nor 
read  English,  anu  whom  the  city  has  as 
yet  made  no  provision  to  serve  through 
the  library  by  providing  books  in  their 
languages.  This  reduction  correspond- 
ingly raises  the  ratio  of  circulation 
which,  though  strictly  to  be  based  on 
population,  might  with  justice  be  based 
on  such  portion  of  the  population  as  is 
able  to  use  the  privileges  offered. 

Noting  the  varying  conditions  of  pop- 
ulation, a strict  comparison  of  all  cit- 
ies of  the  state  is  obviously  misrepre- 
sentative  of  some  of  them — though  un- 
wittingly so — while  comparisons  be- 
tween industrial  centres  of  mixed  na- 
tionalities are,  of  course,  without  prej- 
udice to  any  of  them.  On  this  basis, 
the  apparently  low  or  indifferent  show- 
ing of  this  city  on  total  population  is 
very  much  improved  on  the  other 
standards. 

But  statistics,  important  and  signifi- 
cant as  they  are,  tell  but  the  smallest 
side  of  the  story  of  attainment  and 
dally  activity  of  the  Fitchburg  public 
library.  It  is  less  what  the  library  re- 
cords in  book  circulation  than  what  it 
possesses  to  offer  to  the  public,  how 
well  that  portion  of  the  public  that 
uses  these  treasures  applies  itself  to 
the  material  at  hand,  and  how  much 
enrichment  is  taken  from  the  mines  of 
varied  wealth  so  freely  offered,  that 
measures  the  value  of  public  library 
service. 

The  testimony  of  the  library  staff  is 
that  the  patrons  of  the  library  are 
gaining  in  numbers  by  a healthy  and 
normal  ratio,  are  increasingly  exact  in 
their  inquiries  for  books  for  home  or 
library  study,  are  discriminating  in 
their  general  withdrawals,  and  that 
the  trend  of  circulation  is  improving 
In  character — that  is  to  say,  there 
Is  a call  for  a grade  of  books  better 
than  the  passing  fiction  of  the  hour 
towards  which  the  public  has 
been  so  persistently  running  riot.  This 
may  be  in  part  due  to  the  wise  policy 
of  the  board  in  not  purchasing  this  out- 
put in  its  entirety,  and  indeed  the  pur- 
chase is  reduceu  to  the  minimum.  In- 
dividual taste  has  also  done  its  own 
educational  part.  As  a part  of  the  nor- 
mal duty  of  the  library  administrators 
to  seek  to  direct  the  reading  taste  of 
the  public,  consistent  adherence  to  this 
policy  has  had  the  double  value  of  edu- 
cating taste  and  reducing  expen- 
diture, the  while  saving  the  library  the 
room  that  this  passing  book  produc- 
tion would  have  occupied,  and  also  sav- 
ing it  for  more  constant  use,  for  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  this  lighter 
fiction  of  the  day  has  no  lasting  place 
in  circulation.  The  trustees  have  never 
deceived  themselves  into  thinking  that 
all  bound  collections  of  printed  pages 
were  literature.  This  policy  has  forced 
the  public  to  withdraw  a higher  grade 
of  books. 

Supplementing  this  general  policy, 
and  administering  it  to  the  highest  de- 
gree, the  library  staff  has  established 
an  almost  personal  relation  with  every 


card-holder  and  it  is  believed  that  here 
the  staff  more  nearly  directs  and  ad- 
vises in  the  selection  of  reading  matter 
than  in  many  places.  This  is  an  honor 
to  the  staff  and  a service  to  the  public 
that  emphasizes  the  essence  of  a library 
foundation  and  secures  those  actual, 
as  well  as  ideal,  results  for  which  the 
true  impulse  of  library  utilities  stands. 

The  real  work  of  the  public  library 
did  not  begin  until  1885,  when  it  occu- 
pied the  home  given  the  city  for  this 
purpose  by  a resident,  not  a native  of 
the  city,  « ho  had  come  here  as  a young 
man  and  continued  to  live  here  until 
his  death.  The  "Wallace  Library  and 
Art  Building"  is  the  lettering  over  the 
main  entrance,  and  the  purposes  of  ihe 
building  are  fully  explained  thereby. 
The  library  contained  at  the  date  of  the 
annual  report  of  1910,  52,578  volumes. 
In  addition  to  these  it  shelters  an  art 
gallery  exhibiting  pictures  choice  in 
subject,  admirable  in  execution,  and  of 
sufficiently  varied  schools  or  technique 
to  be  broadly  representativ'e  of  the 
great  art  of  painting.  The  collection 
of  local  relics  and  items  of  historic 
interest  is  valuable  and  inspirational. 
Its  gallery  of  photographs  of  ancient 
art  is  large  in  numbers  and  carefully 
chosen  in  subject-matter. 

The  local  sportsmen’s  club  has  been 
initiatory  in  housing  in  the  east  gal- 
lery a remarkably  complete  collection 
of  local  birds  which  are  a source  of 
constant  study  and  admiration.  As  a 
stimulus  to  out-of-door  study,  and  to 
wood  and  field  observation,  the  collec- 
tion has  had  a very  tangible  value,  if 
the  many  assurances  to  that  effect  may 
be  believed. 

Throughout  the  building  the  walls 
are  covered  with  photographs  of  the 
world's  masterpieces  of  art  and  archi- 
tecture as  well  as  with  rare  prints  of 
many  countries  and  ages,  showing  to 
both  the  discerning  student  and  the 
casual  observer  the  advance  of  the  art 
preservative  of  all  arts  in  logical  or 
artistic  sequence. 

The  main  gallery  contains  replica 
of  a number  of  the  masterpieces  of 


ancient  sculpture,  and  one  marble  of 
the  contemporaneous  Italian  school.  All 
of  these  art  treasures  have  been  gifts 
to  the  public  through  the  institution 
which  holds  them  as  custodian. 

As  the  trend  of  recent  years  has 
brought  out  the  fact  that  the  public 
library  is  inherently  a part  of  the 
public  school  system,  the  development 
of  the  reference  room  work,  that  most 
analogous  to  the  public  school  study 
work,  has  brought  in  its  train  substan- 
tially a revolution  in  the  reference  de- 
partment, the  result  of  which  has  con- 
verted it  into  a highly  organized  and 
effective  study  department.  The  Fitch- 
burg Woman’s  Club  work  has  also 
helped  along  this  line  of  development, 
while  the  revision  of  school  courses  has 
designedly  thrown  upon  the  library 
work  that  could  be  done  nowhere  else, 
and  the  joint  consequence  of  it  all  is 
that  the  reference  room  is  never  with- 
out students  of  all  ages.  So  much  had 
this  become  true  that  conditions  be- 
came critical  as  to  room.  The  space 
once  before  gained  by  installation  of 
half  a section  of  steel  stacks  was  sup- 
plemented by  a similar  space  made  pos- 
sible by  the  completion  of  the  steel 
installation,  by  gift  of  one  of  the  trus- 
tees, son  of  the  donor  of  the  first  sec- 
tion who  was  the  donor  of  the  building. 
Out  of  the  room  thus  gained  the  ref- 
erence department  was  well  nigh 
doubled  in  size  and  comparably  in  util- 
ity and  efficiency.  With  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  departments  the  small 
and  wholly  inadequate  children’s  room 
was  abandoned,  and  that  department 
placed  in  the  basement,  taking  the 
original  newspaper  room,  which  was  in 
turn  placed  in  an  attractive  basement 
room,  and  the  children’s  former  room 
was  given  over  to  a technical  reading 
and  reference  room. 

The  children’s  room  has  exceeded  all 
reasonable  expectations  of  It,  and  in 
1910  proved  its  signal  service  by  regis- 
tering nearly  one-third  the  book  with- 
drawals of  the  year. 

In  many  lines  In  this  city  the  value 
of  work  for  and  through  and  by  the 


children  has  been  strikingly  successful, 
and  none  more  so  than  in  this  work 
of  the  library  towards  which  the  trus- 
tees looked  for  some  years  before  be- 
ing able  properly  to  place  it.  In  1910 
the  writer  had  the  opportunity  to  re- 
port upon  it  to  the  city  council  in  be- 
half of  the  board,  and  a portion  of  that 
report  is  here  incorporated  as  giving 
official  record  of  as  signal  a service  as 
the  institution  has  yet  rendered  to  the 
public,  and  which  may  well  be  incor- 
porated in  this  souvenir  publication; 

"The  ladies  of  the  library  staff,  upon 
whom  come  the  care  and  administra- 
tion of  the  children’s  department,  speak 
in  a tone  of  even  more  than  enthu- 
siasm when  discussing  the  intelligent 
use  of  the  books,  the  excellence  of  de- 
portment and  the  definite  gain  along 
many  lines  which  the  daily  observation 
of  these  youthful  patrons  discovers. 
The  privilege  of  the  open  shelf,  even 
for  the  little  people,  has  proven  again 
its  concrete  value  and  merit,  and- con- 
firms the  wisdom  of  the  abstract  prin- 
ciple. The  mere  handling  of  books 
without  actual  reading  begets  interest 
and  imparts  knowledge,  for  the  eye  is 
caught  by  a word,  a line,  a sentence  or 
a picture,  and  something  is  added 
forthwith  and  for  always  to  the  treas- 
ury of  knowledge. 

"It  is  physically  impossible  for  the 
attendants  personally  to  handle  and  se- 
lect the  books  for  the  children  and  su- 
pervision is  the  only  manner  of  di- 
rection in  selection.  Therefore,  the 
children  on  their  own  resources  have 
come  to  an  appreciation  of  values  and 
in  doing  so  have  shown  a comprehend- 
ing book  sense,  so  to  speak,  that  ap- 
pears to  be  inherent  to  them  all.  In 
other  words,  the  obligation  of  neces- 
sity has  brought  its  own  reward. 

"Especially  is  this  true  of  the  Fin- 
nish children,  who,  more  than  any 
others  of  the  many  peoples  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  now  resident  inte- 
gral and  vital  factors  in  the  city’s  ar- 
tisanship  and  industrial  advancement, 
select  history  and  books  more  nearly  in 
the  direction  of  literature  as  such  for 
their  hours  of  reading  in  this  room 
and  for  taking  to  their  homes  as  well. 
This  may  be  explained,  perhaps,  by  the 
stimulus  given  these  card-holders  by 
the  Finnish  summer  school  which  em- 
phasizes these  two  lines  of  study  in 
the  native  tongue,  that  the  story  of  the 
homeland  and  its  fine  literature  be 
not  wholly  overlooked  nor  left  untaught 
in  this  present  environment.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  it  is  a fact  well  worth  em- 
phasizing, and  it  also  points  a lesson  or 
suggestion  not  to  be  ignored.  The 
American  children,  having  already 
come  into  their  own,  as  it  were,  do  not 
display  the  ambition  for  Improvement 
evidenced  in  many  ways  by  the  chil- 
dren of  other  inheritances.  It  is  hardly 
less  true  that  the  American  parents 
are  not  so  ambitious  for  their  children. 
This  statement  of  fact,  as  confirmed  by 
observation,  is  itself  a criticism  upon 
conditions  that  bring  their  own  conse- 
quences.” 

The  technical  or  Industrial  reading 
and  study  room  is  small  but  Intensive 
and  dynamic  in  its  equipment  and  op- 
portunities. Fitchburg  being  a com- 
munity of  well-developed  artisanship, 
and  fortunately  not  specialized.  It  was 
inevitable  that  the  progressiveness 
among  these  men  should  seek  study 
and  opportunity  for  development  of  the 
hand  through  the  brain.  A grouping 
of  substantially  all  the  books  on  me- 
chanics and  science,  together  with  pe- 
riodicals and  other  publications  and 
the  much-derided  but  valuable, 
patent  office  reports,  has  been  arranged 
in  this  room  where  the  shelves  are  all 
open.  There  is  scarcely  an  hour  of 
the  day  or  evening  when  several  men 
are  not  at  work  there,  the  thirst  for 
special  knowledge  being  assuaged,  and 
the  faculties  of  the  skilled  men  of  the 
city  being  added  unto  by  the  data  and 
helps  these  shelves  hold.  This  small 
department  is  overtaking  some  of  the 


90 


THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


others  in  the  measure  of  the  value  of 
service  rendered,  and  while  little  is 
seen  of  it  by  the  average  patron  of  the 
delivery  desk  or  user  of  the  general 
reference  and  reading  rooms,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  of  all,  and  if  the 
results  of  its  service  as  worked  out  in 
the  shop  or  at  the  experimenter’s  bench 
could  be  computed,  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
the  community  would  be  astounded. 

The  general  reading  room  Is  gener- 
ously equipped  with  periodical  litera- 


sonal endorsement  of  chamber  music 
by  a zealous  music  lover,  also  a trus- 
tee of  the  library,  and  the  combined 
work  of  the  Fitchburg  Woman’s  Club 
and  the  Fitchburg  Choral  Union,  had 
developed  an  enthusiasm  in  matters 
musical  that  made  the  gift  of  the  li- 
brary of  the  late  Henry  S.  Jenks  of 
Boston,  for  years  a leading  critic  of 
music  and  the  drama,  a timely  one,  and 
has  cultivated  still  more  an  already 
discriminating  taste  and  love  for  music 


SOLDIERS’  AND  SAILORS’  MONUMENT 

in  this  city.  As  a stimulus  to  students 
the  Jenks  library  has  proved  of  enor- 
mous and  definite  value.  Illustrative  of 
the  scope  and  character  of  this  collec- 
tion, let  it  be  said  tnat  when  some  of 
the  stars  of  the  Boston  Opera  Com- 
pany recently  came  here  in  concert  it 
was  found  that  the  score  of  an  impor- 
tant requested  number  had  been  left  in 
Boston.  The  emergency  was  met  at 
the  public  library,  where  the  special 
collection  was  found  to  contain  this 
exact  score  with  even  the  unusual  or- 
chestration needed  for  this  event,  some- 
thing that  could  hardly  be  found  in 
many  a great  city  with  the  music 
stores  and  publishing  houses  to  levy 
upon. 

The  story-telling  hour  once  a week 
is  something  taken  up  by  the  Fitch- 
burg Woman’s  Club,  whose  hand  has 
been  seen  in  several  other  matters  co- 
ordinate with  library  endeavors.  Their 
gift  of  a rare  painting  by  Enneking  of 
Boston  is  another  assurance  of  their 
appreciation  of  the  obligation  under 
V hich  the  library  has  laid  them.  This 
story-telling  hour  means  that  on  Sat- 
urday forenoons  during  the  winter  the 
humdrum  lives  of  many  scores  of  little 
people  have  been  enriched  by  journeys 
into  the  lands  of  the  make-believe 
where  all  sorts  of  things,  some  of  them 
never  heard  of  before,  exist  to  enthuse 
and  lighten  the  limited  routine  of  their 
lives.  It  has  been  a lesson  to  the  few 
older  folks  who  have  been  privileged 
to  look  in  upon  these  little  children  and 
be  touched  by  the  transport  of  feeling 
and  spirit  refiected  in  their  faces  as  the 
narratives  have  drawn  on  and  they 
responded  to  the  impulse  of  the  ideal 
and  the  really  real  things  of  life  that 
are,  for  many  of  them,  so  far  apart 
from  the  hard  and  colorless  things  of 
every  day.  The  enrichment  of  the  lives 
of  children  buildeth  to  their  children 
and  their  children’s  children,  and  re- 
flects the  great  command  of  Him  who 
set  little  children  in  the  midst  of  his 
disciples,  a behest  that  the  world 
seemingly  and  actually  and  so  persis- 
tently Ignores. 

These  activities  all  centre  in  the  li- 
brary building  itself  where  the  hours, 
from  9 A.  M.  to  9 P.  M,  on  all  week 
days  not  holidays,  and  for  a limited 
time  in  the  afternoon  of  every  Sunday, 
give  ample  scope  for  these  many  out- 
lets of  the  public  centre  of  education, 
culture  and  art. 

Radiating  from  the  central  building 
the  branch  stations  supply,  in  the  usual 
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and  also  absorbing  something  from  a 
highly  charged  atmosphere. 

The  history  of  the  days  preceding 
the  organized  library  effort,  and  before 
the  present  systematized  work  was  in- 
augurated, harks  back  to  conditions 
generally  similar  to  those  obtaining 
in  scores  of  other  communities  where 
there  had  been  voluntary  associations 


“Rafaello  e Fornarina"  by  Romanelll, 
one  of  the  leading  sculptors  of  the  day, 
and  sundry  lesser  gifts. 

Several  citizens  have  bequeathed 
funds  for  general  uses  and  the  in- 
comes do  yeoman  service  in  the  ab- 
sence of  that  more  ample  public  sup- 
port for  which  the  trustees  have  an- 
nually prayed. 


ture  covering  a very  broad  range  and 
is  well  patronized,  the  more  so  since 
open  shelves  have  been  in  operation 
so  far  as  the  availabilities  of  the  li- 
brary would  permit.  It  has  not  yet 
been  found  to  be  practicable  to  admit 
the  public  to  the  general  stacks,  but 
the  well-chosen  and  daily  changed 


for  owning  and  circulating  books  in  a 
cooperative  way,  a well-conceived  and 
effective  system  still  used  for  special 
purposes  in  cities  where  public  libra- 
ries dominate  the  large  purposes. 

The  Fitchburg  Philosophical  Society, 
Fitchburg  Library  Association  and 
Fitchburg  Atheneum  were  three  that 
are  most  definitely  identified  with  the 
days  of  50  years  ago  when  that  distinc- 
tive New  England  institution,  the  Ly- 
ceum, was  also  in  the  heyday  of  its  ex- 
istence. The  Atheneum  was  organized 
in  1853  to  "furnish  facilities  for  intel- 
lectual, moral  and  social  improvement 
by  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a library,  reading  room  and  lec- 
tures.” 

In  1859  the  town  made  its  first  ap- 
propriation for  library  purposes,  the 
sum  of  $1831.  Soon  the  associations 
began  to  feel  the  competition  of  the 
public  endeavor  and  in  that  same  year 
the  Atheneum  collection  of  1600  vol- 
umes was  bought  for  $Z50.00  and  a so- 
called  “Agricultural  library”  of  200  vol- 
umes was  also  added.  The  Atheneum 
had  been  given  free  use  of  a room  in 
the  town  hall  and  here  on  December 
1,  1859,  the  free  public  library  was 
opened. 

The  first  annual  report  showed  a cir- 
culation of  14,597  books  to  1425  card- 
holders, a fraction  over  10  volumes  to 
each  borrow  er.  The  circulation  in  1910 
was  14  volumes  to  each  borrower. 

In  1879  the  library  was  moved  to 
other  and  larger  rooms  in  the  town 
hall  and  there  remained  till  1885  when 
it  occupied  the  present  ample,  well-ap- 
pointed and  beautiful  building  given 
by  the  late  Rodney  Wallace,  native  of 
Rindge,  N.  H.,  but  a resident,  success- 
ful merchant  and  then  manufacturer 
here  for  over  fifty  years.  Held  in  high 
place  by  his  fellow-citizens,  he  repre- 
sented them  in  the  governor’s  council 
and  in  Congress.  In  each  station  he 
lent  to  its  duties  the  same  rare  good 
judgment  and  application  of  sound 
business  and  ethical  principles  that  he 
applied  to  his  own  affairs  and  the 
building  of  his  character  and  person- 
ality. 

The  inspiration  for  his  gift  came 
from  one  of  those  small  incidents  that 
have  been  so  often  the  stimulus  to 
large  endeavor  and  the  impulse  to 
great  achievement.  Mr.  Wallace  once 
told  the  writer,  when  speaking  of  the 
library  and  matters  pertaining  to  it, 
that  one  day  a little  girl  met  him  on 
the  street  and  asked  if  he  would  tell 
her  where  the  public  library  was.  At 
the  instant  of  his  reply  he  made  up  his 
mind,  he  said,  that  never  again  would 
that  question  have  to  be  asked,  for  he 
resolved  straightway  to  provide  a suit- 
able home  for  the  public  library.  How 
well  his  work  has  wrought  praise  to 
his  name  and  benefit  to  the  lives  of 
his  townsfolk,  both  during  his  day  and 
since,  is  something  all  appreciate  but 
none  can  estimate. 

Mr.  Wallace  made  substantial  gifts 
during  the  years  of  the  building’s  first 
use  and  also  installed  a set  of  steel 
stacks  and  endowed  it  with  a gift  of 
$8000.00  at  that  time.  His  son  on  the 
board  of  trustees  represented  his  spec- 
ial zeal  for  the  library  during  his  life 
and  still  serves.  He  has  himself  equal- 
led his  father’s  gift,  and  was  also  the 
giver  of  the  Jenks  library,  the  marble 


open  shelves  in  the  delivery  lobby  an- 
swer the  need  with  generally  expressed 
satlsvaction. 

Fortunate  in  its  many  gifts  the  li- 
brary is  markedly  conspicuous  in  the 
possession  of  a music  library  that,  by 
number  of  volumes  of  musical  litera- 
ture, critique,  history,  biography,  es- 
say and  whatnot,  in  addition  to  the 
scores  of  all  the  very  best  music  in 
the  world,  places  it  third  in  size  and 
character  among  music  libraries  of 
this  country,  the  similar  departments 
of  the  Boston  public  library  and  Har- 
vard university  alone  outranking  it  in 
the  order  named.  The  persistent  per- 


effective degree,  the  calls  from  several 
sections  of  the  city.  Clubs,  educational 
workers,  shops  and  certain  organiza- 
tions are  given  the  privilege  of  with- 
drawing a substantial  number  of  books 
at  one  time,  thereby  making  these 
uses  practically  additional  branch  sta- 
tions. Every  card-holder  may  with- 
draw two  books  at  one  application,  and 
the  well-understood  vacation  privilege 
still  further  extends  the  values  of  card- 
holding. 


A limited  numoer  only  of  foreign 
bonks  is  on  the  shelves,  but  these  are 
very  freely  withdrawn,  and  as  soon  as 
funds  are  available  the  trustees  pur- 
pose to  extenu  the  numbers  in  those 
already  listed  as  well  as  to  acquire 
still  others.  The  Finnish  people- — for 
this  city  is  the  second  largest  in  Fin- 
nish population  in  this  country — main- 
tain a considerable  and  well-chosen 
collection  of  books  in  their  own 
tongue.  Hence,  the  trustees  have  been 
slower  in  acquiring  books  in  this  lan- 
guage, though  they  hoped  at  one  time 
to  receive  into  their  custody  these  vol- 
umes as  a nucleus  of  a Finnish  sec- 
tion. But  with  the  shortage  of  funds 
for  this  special  purpose  it  is  possible 
these  industrious  and  thrifty  people  are 
getting  more  than  they  otherwise 
might  in  this  direction,  though  they 
lose  the  enormous  assimilative  and  edu- 
cational values  that  the  casual  patron- 
age, only,  of  the  public  building  would 
bring  them,  for  it  is  axiomatic  that 
one  cannot  enter  a treasure  house  with- 
out absorbing  some  inspiration  from 
simply  seeing  what  is  placed  at  hand. 


‘“Rafaello  e Fornarina” 
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DANIEL  CATON 

Proprietor  of  Rollstone  Livery 
Stable,  One  of  Best  Known 
Establishments  In 
Fitchburg 

Habit  is  strong  in  most  of  us,  and 
after  we  have  become  accustomed  to 
the  patronage  of  one  place,  we  are  not 
apt  to  make  changes  if  the  service  and 
price  of  the  old  establishment  is  as 
good  as  we  could  get  elsewhere.  Among 
those  who  drive  horses  there  is  par- 
ticular reason  for  continuing  with  old 
establishments.  In  hiring  a horse  they 
want  to  know  that  the  dealer  is  trust- 
worthy, and  would  give  them  only  a 
reliable  animal.  If  they  own  horses 
and  board  them  out,  they  want  to  be 
sure  the  animals  will  be  well  fed  and 
well  cared  for. 

These  are  characteristics  that  have 
been  connected  with  the  Rollstone 
Livery  Stable  for  years,  and  as  the 
premises  at  23  Academy  street  are  in 
a locality  that  has  always  been  identi- 
fied with  horse  or  carriage  dealing, 
the  custom  of  driving  there  has  been 
accentuated  by  the  knowledge  that  one 
will  be  sure  of  the  best  service. 

The  Rollstone  Stables  have  been  es- 
tablished for  some  fifty  years,  and  the 
present  proprietor,  Daniel  Caton,  has 
been  connected  with  them  for  twenty 
years,  first  as  an  employee,  and  then, 
some  ten  years  ago,  buying  out  his 
predecessor,  Guy  Woods. 

Livery  and  boarding  are  the  two 
features  of  this  establishment,  and 
both  are  among  the  best  patronized  in 
this  section.  About  twenty  horses  are 
owned  for  livery  purposes,  every  sort 
of  a rig  for  light  business  or  pleas- 
ure driving  is  kept,  and  up-to-date 
equipment  in  whips,  robes,  harnesses, 
etc.,  is  furnished,  so  that  any  turn- 
out that  is  rented  here  goes  out  in  the 
style  and  condiion  that  the  careful 
driver  desires. 

Six  capable  assistants  are  employed, 
and  all  the  transactions  are  under  the 
supervision  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Caton  has  been  connected  with 
horses  and  the  stable  business  since 
he  was  twelve  years  old.  A native  of 
Fitchburg,  he  has  been  connected  with 
stables  in  other  cities,  though  for  the 
past  twenty  years  he  has  been  at  this 
old  and  well-known  stand.  During  his 
proprietorship  he  has  enlarged  the 
trade  here,  advanced  the  reputation  of 
the  concern,  and  has  become  known  as 
one  of  the  leading  livery  men  in  this 
section. 

Mr.  Caton  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Merchants’  Association, 
and  is  interested  in  all  movements  that 
affect  the  welfare  of  his  native  city. 


M. CARON 

South  Fitchburg  Concern  That  Would  Be 
Creditable  to  Any  Part  of  Our  City 

The  market  and  grocery  store  of 
M.  Caron,  9 and  11  Market  street.  South 
Fitchburg,  is  an  illustration  of  the 
great  amount  of  business  that  can  be 
transacted  in  relatively  small  quarters. 
Every  line  of  staple  groceries,  bulk  or 
package  goods,  prepared  or  uncooked 
foods,  fancy  crackers  and  biscuits 
from  the  largest  manufacturers  in  this 
country,  canned  goods  from  the  best- 
known  packers  of  fruits  and  veg- 
etables— all  these  are  shown  in  a high- 
class  assortment  that  is  not  surpassed 
anywhere. 

Pillsbury  and  Gold  Medal  flour  are 
two  of  the  best-known  millings  of 
wheat  that  are  handled  here,  though 
other  brands  are  carried  and  the  cus- 
tomer is  given  the  choice  of  the  best 
on  the  market. 

Fresh  and  cured  meats  are  handled 
in  all  the  varieties  the  wholesaler  in 
our  city  carries,  and  a fresh  consign- 
ment is  received  every  day  by  this 
South  Fitchburg  establishment.  Fruits, 
nuts,  confectionery,  and  the  relishes 
that  are  enjoyed  on  a well-spread  table 
are  handled  here,  and  the  housekeeper 
need  have  no  fear  of  being  told  “we 
are  just  out  of  that,”  because  the  pol- 
icy of  this  concern  is  never  to  be  out 
of  anything  in  which  it  deals. 

Two  clerks  are  employed  and  a team 
used,  while  the  most  modern  weights, 
scales  and  accounting  system  are  in- 
stalled here. 

Mr.  Caron  has  been  proprietor  of 
this  business  for  the  past  year,  and 
before  locating  here  had  been  In  the 


vegetable  or  butchering  business.  He 
was  consequently  familiar  with  the 
requirements  of  this  trade,  and  merit- 
ing the  confidence  of  customers  has 
very  quickly  built  up  a patronage  that 
Is  an  assurance  of  his  permanency  and 
success. 

Two  years  ago  Mr.  Caron  took  up 
real  estate  as  a side  line,  and  has  been 
most  successful  in  it.  He  buys  and 
sells  all  kinds  of  real  property  either 
for  cash  or  on  commission. 


JOSEPH  BEAUDREAULT 


Oldest  Established  Shoe  Man  in  Cleghorn 

District  Also  Has  Dry  Goods  Business 

An;ong  the  stores  of  the  Cleghorn 
district  that  have  held  the  poijular  ap- 
proval and  patronage  is  the  shoe  and 
dry  goods  establishment  of  Joseph 
Beaudreault,  13-15  Daniels  street. 

Mr.  Beaudreault  came  to  Fitchburg 
in  September,  1891,  and  entered  the 
boot  and  shoe  trade.  He  has  contin- 
ually given  his  attention  to  that  line, 
and  though  there  was  a similar  store 
started  the  preceding  year,  he  is  now 
the  oldest  established  shoe  man  in  this 
part  of  the  city. 

Later,  moving  to  the  present  com- 
modious premises  on  Daniels  street, 
of  which  he  is  owner,  and  which  he  re- 
modeled to  suit  the  needs  of  his  busi- 
ness. he  added  a stock  of  dry  goods, 
and  in  this  department  gives  as  com- 
plete service  as  in  the  footwear  line. 

Domestics  and  linens  are  carried  for 
table  and  Ijed,  as  well  as  fancy  goods 
and  notions,  men’s  and  women’s  fur- 
nishings; while  oilcloths  and  other 
household  furnishings  are  shown  in  a 
selected  stock. 

Men’s,  women’s  and  children’s  boots 
and  shoes  are  handled  in  the  makes 
that  are  known  for  durable  quality  of 
leather  and  workmanship,  and  each 
season  the  newest  styles  in  lasts, 
leathers  and  colors  are  put  in  stock. 

As  lie  is  not  under  the  heavy  ex- 
p- use  cf  similar  concerns  located  in 
the  center  of  the  city,  Mr.  Beaudreault 
carries  on  his  business  at  a less  ex- 
pense and  is  consequently  able  to  ask 
smaller  prices  for  his  goods.  This 
advantage  is  an  inducement  for  .peo- 
ple in  this  neighborhood  to  do  their 
trading  at  home.  Two  or  three  people 
are  employed,  and  every  customer  is 
given  fair  treatment  and  prompt  re- 
sponse to  all  demands.  It  is  by  such 
methods  that  Mr.  Beaudreault  has  won 
the  confidence  of  the  trading  public 
and  has  become  known  as  one  of  the 
most  reliable  business  men  in  this 
section  and  highly  regarded  for  per- 
sonal and  commercial  qualifications. 


H.  A.  SEIDEL 

Blossom  Street  Baker  Who  Has 
Old  Established  and 
An  Extensive 
Trade 

In  earlier  years  bakers  were  not  so 
largely  patronized  as  at  the  present 


time.  Housekeepers  felt  that  nothing 
could  satisfy  their  families  except  the 
food  they  cooked  themselves,  and  not  a 
great  deal  of  confidence  was  felt  in 
baker’s  products.  This  feeling  has 
greatly  changed  in  later  years,  for  the 
family  as  well  as  the  housekeeper  real- 
izes that  manufactured  foodstuffs  are 
produced  much  more  skilfully  and  ac- 
curately than  by  the  home  cook,  that 
as  pure  materials  as  she  would  use  her- 
self are  used  by  the  baker,  and  that 
bread  or  pastry  as  furnished  by  first- 
class  bakers  is  quite  as  delectable  as 
the  most  expert  home  cook  could  pro- 
duce. 

But  H,  Seidel,  locating  in  Fitch- 
burg in  September,  1886,  found  even 
a quarter  of  a century  ago  a sufficient 
number  of  discriminating  people  to  rec- 
ognize and  desire  his  fine  bakery  pro- 
ducts, and  it  is  through  such  expert 
and  reliable  dealers  that  the  bakery 
business  has  been  developed. 


SCOTT  BROOK 


At  9 Blossom  street  Mr.  Seidel  con- 
ducts one  of  the  most  complete  bak- 
eries in  our  city,  and  is  the  oldest  es- 
tablished of  the  bakers  now  in  busi- 
ness here. 

Of  bread,  rolls,  doughnuts,  fancy  and 
plain  cakes  and  pastries,  Mr.  Seidel  dis- 
plays one  of  the  finest  as.sortments 
shown  here,  and  the  numerous  custom- 
ers of  this  establishment  are  aware 
that  the  best  materials  are  used,  the 
mixing  and  baking  most  thoroughly 
attended  to,  so  that  food  purchased 
here  is  not  only  palatable  but  thor- 
oughyl  wholesome. 

Mr.  Seidel  furnishes  rolls  and  pas- 
tries for  many  large  gatherings  in  the 
city,  and  for  fancy  cakes,  iced  or  frosted 
confections  and  wedding  pieces,  he  is 
the  manufacturer  most  generally  called 
upon. 

A wholesale  and  retail  business  is 
done,  four  bakers  are  employed,  and 
improved  equipment  is'  used.  Two 
clerks  make  sales  at  the  bakery  and 
Mr.  Seidel  attends  to  the  wholesale 
and  retail  distribution,  besides  super- 
vising the  baking  operations,  for  he  is 
one  of  the  most  skilled  men  in  this 
industry  in  this  section. 

He  learned  his  trade  in  Germany,  and 
has  been  a master  baker  since  a few 
months  after  he  located  in  this  city, 
nearly  a quarter  of  a century  ago. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Merchants’ 
association;  a justice  of  the  peace  and 
notary  public,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
successful  business  man,  and  a most 
desirable  adopted  citizen. 


M.  NOLAN 

Cigar  Manufacturer  With' One  of 
Best  Retail  Locations  and 
Trades  in  This 
City 

There  is  no  name  better  or  more 
generally  known  in  the  cigar  trade  in 
this  section  than  that  of  Nolan,  and  as 
a manufacturer,  wholesaler,  and  re- 
tailer, the  business  of  M.  Nolan,  183 
Main  street,  is  one  of  the  soundly  es- 
tablished concerns  in  Fitchburg.  The 
store  is  in  a central  location,  and  is  a 
popular  resort  for  many  men  who  pre- 
fer the  lines  of  goods  in  stock  and  en- 
joy the  fellowship  of  the  proprietor. 

This  concern  has  for  years  manu- 
factured some  of  the  most  popular 
smokes  that  have  been  placed  upon  the 
local  market,  and  the  fame  of  these 
cigars  is  known  in  other  territories, 
as  they  are  sold  throughout  this  state 
north  of  Milford  to  North  Adams. 

One  of  the  best-known  brands  is  the 
Bob  Acres,  a ten-cent  cigar  that  is 
finely  rolled,  has  high-class  filling,  and 
gives  satisfaction  in  its  fragrance  and 
fine  burning  qualities.  The  Five 
Brothers  is  another  cigar  which  the 
Nolan  concern  very  largely  markets.  In 
five-centers  there  are  the  Fitchburg 
and  'Rollstone,  among  the  most  sat- 
isfying smokes  that  are  offered  at 
popular  prices. 

The  manufacture  of  cigars  is  con- 
ducted in  the  workrooms  over  the 
store,  and  they  are  offered  at  retail 
in  the  salesroom,  in  connection  with 
various  other  lines  demanded  by  the 
users  of  the  fragrant  weed. 

All  the  brands  of  tobacco  are  carried 
in  bulk  or  package  goods,  cigarettes  of 
imported  and  domestic  manufacture,  a 
number  of  different  makes  of  cigars 
beside  those  manufactured  on  the 
premises,  and  a large  trade  is  sup- 
plied both  in  wholesale  and  retail  fields. 

Pipes,  pouches,  cigar  holders  and 
other  smokers’  supplies  are  dealt  in. 
Nolan's  being  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sively stocked  as  well  as  one  of  the 
best-known  smoke  shops  in  our  city. 

M.  Nolan  has  been  in  Fitchburg  for 
the  past  seventeen  years,  and  came 
here  from  Milford,  where  he  was  one 
of  several  brothers  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cigars.  The  trade  and 
territory  of  the  Milford  and  Fitchburg 
Nolans  is  now  amicably  divided,  and 
each  one  contributes  to  the  reputation 
of  the  Nolan  products. 

Two  cigarmakers  and  a stripper  are 
employed  by  the  local  concern,  beside 
one  or  two  salesmen.  Mr.  Nolan  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Merchants’  Association,  is  completely 
identified  with  Fitchburg,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  sound  business 
men,  and  a citizen  who  assists  in  any 
movement  that  promises  the  welfare 
of  this  community. 
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FITCHBURG  HOTEL 

FITCHBURG  HOTEL 


City’s  Oldest  Established  Hostelry,  Managed  Expertly 

By  E.  J.  Breen 


Though  the  New  Fitchburg  Hotel, 
modernly  equipped  and  expertly  man- 
aged, is  only  related  to  the  old  house 
by  the  same  name,  through  succession 
and  locality,  it  has  the  prestige  of 
the  old  establishment  and  is  prac- 
tically the  oldest  and  best-known  hotel 
in  this  part  of  Worcester  county. 
Various  hotels  have  succumbed  to  the 
passing  years,  but  the  Fitchburg  and 
one  other  in  the  city  have  been  alert 
to  the  times  and  in  service  and  accom- 
modations have  kept  pace  with  modern 
demands,  and  they  are  as  important 
in  their  field  as  in  the  earlier  days 
when  they  were  the  venders  of  hos- 
pitality and  comfort. 

The  Fitchburg  Hotel,  the  farthest 
west  of  any  of  our  modern  hostelries, 
has  in  later  years  been  thoroughly 


renovated,  newly  furnished  and  san- 
itarily equipped;  hot  and  cold  running 
water,  modern  lavatory  conveniences, 
nicely  furnished  rooms,  steam  heat, 
gas  and  electric  lights,  electric  bells, 
etc.,  being  some  of  the  appliances 
that  afford  the  guest  conveniences 
that  the  discriminate  traveler  of  to- 
day desires. 

The  dining  room,  which  is  ordinarily 
arranged  to  seat  fifty,  though  having 
a much  larger  capacity  when  demanded 
for  special  occasions,  is  neat,  light  and 
attractive:  and  the  food  served  in 
quantity  and  quality  gives  this  hotel 
a reputation  for  its  table  that  is  not 
surpassed  in  our  city.  All  the  deli- 
cacies of  the  season  are  provided — the 
best  quality  meat,  fish  and  other  food- 
stuffs; and  expert  cooks,  with  every 


facility  at  their  command,  offer  palat- 
able and  delightfully  seasoned  dishes, 
so  that  the  daily  menu  is  varied  as 
well  as  satisfactory. 

Parlors,  writing  and  sample  rooms 
are  well  arranged,  and  the  transient 
or  permanent  guest  has  the  impres- 
sion that  his  individual  tastes  have 
been  consulted,  so  considerate  is  each 
employee  and  so  prompt  and  efficient 
is  every  service.  Some  twenty-five 
people  are  employed,  each  one  of  whom 
is  capable  and  thorough  in  the  de- 
partment of  his  station. 

One  of  the  finest  stocked  cafes  in  the 
city  is  conducted  on  the  street  floor 
in  the  rear  part  of  the  house,  though 
E.  J.  Breen,  the  present  proprietor, 
took  hold  of  the  business  in  1908, 
the  last  year  of  no-license  in  this  city. 


Mr.  Breen  was  brought  up  in  Fitch- 
burg, but  his  business  training  and 
experience  was  gained  in  the  city 
of  Worcester.  He  became  established 
in  his  home  town  in  February,  1908, 
and  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  in  con- 
ducting a hotel  without  a license,  he 
made  a notable  success  of  his  admin- 
istration the  first  year  of  his  propri- 
etorship and  has  materially  added  to 
his  patronage  in  the  subsequent  period. 

Traveling  salesmen,  theatrical  peo- 
ple, automobile  parties,  are  among  the 
guests  who  enjoy  the  comforts  of  the 
Fitchburg  Hotel.  Mr.  Breen  is  known 
to  thousands  of  transient  and  local 
guests,  who  regard  him  as  a capable 
and  genial  host  and  a man  who  Is 
worthy  of  their  sincere  friendship  and 
good-will. 
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J.  A.  PADULA 


Baker  of  Fine  Bread  Exclusively 
Has  Extensive  Trade  and 
Modern  Equip- 
ment 

When  one  considers  the  variety  of 
goods  produced  by  the  ordinary  baker, 
his  natural  conclusion  is  that  when 
a baker  confines  himself  to  one  line 
he  must  make  a superior  product  and 
have  an  unusual  volume  of  trade.  Such 
an  assumption  would  be  found  true 
concerning  J.  A.  Padula,  who  is  located 
at  263  Water  street,  where  he  has  one 
of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  baker- 
ies in  this  city. 

Mr.  Padula  produces  Vienna  and  Si- 
cilian bread 'only.  The  output,  how- 
ever, is  about  one  thousand  loaves  a 
day,  and  this  is  equal  to  the  product 
of  the  largest  bakers  in  this  section. 
The  fact  that  Mr.  Padula  specializes 
In  this  line  indicates  that  he  is  most 
expert  and  thorough,  and  that  the 
bread  produced  here  is  in  demand  all 
over  this  city.  It  is  sold  at  wholesale 
and  retail,  two  teams  being  used  to 
cover  various  routes,  and  various  other 
bakers  or  grocers  handling  his  output. 

These  breads  are  made  from  the  best 
flour  milled,  and  the  quantity  of  flour 
that  Mr.  Padula  keeps  on  hand  gives 
an  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  business. 

The  kitchen  is  a model  of  cleanli- 
ness, so  that  the  purity  of  the  bread  Is 
unquestionable,  both  because  the  very 
best  materials  are  used  and  because 
they  are  combined  among  wholesome 
surroundings.  The  recommendation  of 
the  bread  as  healthful  and  nutritious 
Is  most  deserved,  and  has  resulted  in 
an  Immense  trade. 

The  most  improved  machinery  is 
used,  and  a sifter  and  mixer  of  the  lat- 
est design  was  lately  installed. 
Through  all  the  processes  of  bread 
making  there  is  little  or  no  personal 
contact.  The  machinery  also  tends  to 
perfect  weight,  methodical  mixing  and 
thorough  baking,  so  that  one  day’s 
product  never  varies  from  the  next 
day’s. 

Two  bakers  skilled  in  their  trade  are 
employed,  and  two  teams  with  drivers. 

The  -volume  of  business  done  would 
lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
business  had  been  established  for  many 
years.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  found- 
ed in  1907,  when  Mr.  Padula  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Florlo  & Pa- 
dula. Two  years  later  Mr.  Padula  be- 
came sole  proprietor,  and  there  has 
been  a most  successful  development 
in  the  subsequent  period. 

Mr.  Padula  is  agent  for  F.  W.  Stock 
& Son,  flour  manufacturers  of  Hill- 
side, Michigan,  and  also  the  Russell 
Miller  Milling  Co.  These  two  brands 
of  flour  are  of  the  best  to  be  had,  and 
the  sales  in  this  line  are  constantly  In- 
creasing. 

Mr.  Padula  has  been  a resident  of 
Fitchburg  eleven  years,  is  the  owner  of 
the  building  which  he  occupies,  and  is 
an  enterprising  and  reliable  business 
man,  and  a most  desirable  member  of 
this  community. 


MOORE’S  DRUG  STORE 


A Neighborhood  Pharmacy  Which  Gives 
Reiiable  and  High-Class  Service 

There  is  no  line  of  business  more 
necessary  to  each  community  than  the 
pharmaceutical.  People  may  have  fa- 
vorite places  of  trading  that  take  them 
to  different  parts  of  the  city,  but  in 
the  matter  of  drugs  or  the  various 
features  that  are  associated  with  the 
family  drug  store,  their  trade  is  given 
to  the  pharmacy  in  their  own  locality, 
especially  if  it  is  reliable  and  well 
stocked. 

There  has  never  been  any  question 
of  the  methods  and  equipment  of 
Moore’s  Drug  Store,  155  Lunenburg 
street,  corner  of  Boutelle,  and  as  it 
has  been  established  since  January, 
1898,  its  service  is  well  known  and  de- 
pended upon. 

All  the  general  lines  of  drugs  and 
chemicals  are  dealt  in,  with  druggists’ 
sundries,  sick  room  supplies  and  fam- 
ily remedies.  Mr.  Moore  is  a member 
of  the  American  Druggists’  Syndicate, 
an  organization  of  some  twelve  thou- 
sand druggists  who  secure  through  one 
medium  all  sorts  of  preparations  and 
proprietary  articles  which  are  manu- 
factured of  tested  materials  and  pro- 
vide curatives  for  almost  every  known 
ailment. 

The  prescription  department  is  man- 
aged expertly,  so  that  the  compound- 


ing is  accurately  and  scientifically  done, 
and  no  substitution  is  ever  suggested. 
Cigars,  confectionery  and  fancy  goods 
are  handled,  while  for  the  public  con- 
venience a public  telephone  has  been 
installed  and  an  agency  established  for 
express  money  orders. 

A number  of  preparations  of  the 
company’s  own  compounding  are  put  up 
on  the  premises  and  every  accommo- 
dation of  a first-class  drug  store  is 
provided;  two  capable  clerks  are  em- 
ployed. 

F.  H.  Moore  has  been  a druggist  for 
twenty  years,  having  formerly  been 
employed  in  Athol  as  well  as  in  this 
city;  in  addition  to  which  he  has  had 
fourteen  years’  experience  as  proprietor 
of  this  business.  He  is  a member  of  the 
State  Pharmaceutical  association  and 
of  the  Fitchburg  Druggists’  association, 
of  which  he  was  for  seven  years  sec- 
retary and  two  years  president.  This 
stamps  him  as  one  of  the  best-known 
pharmacists  in  our  city  and  he  is  num- 
bered among  our  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful business  men. 


T.  B.  MATTHEWS 

Bicycle  Dealer  Who  Handles  All 
Kinds  of  Wheels,  Phono- 
graphs, Horns  and 
Records 

Though  the  bicycle  in  recent  years 
has  partly  ceased  to  be  a vehicle  for 
pleasure  riding,  it  has  become  never- 
theless a necessary  mode  of  transporta- 
tion, and  as  such  has  become  quite  as 
popular  as  when  it  was  used  solely  for 
excursions  and  suburban  trips.  To 
be  sure,  there  has  always  been  a de- 
mand for  standard  wheels,  and  in 
catering  to  this  field,  T.  B.  Matthews, 
the  dealer  at  12  Main  street,  has  al- 
ways had  the  patronage  which  a first- 
class  stock  and  efficient  service  would 
warrant. 

Mr.  Matthews  has  the  agency  for  the 
Hudson,  a most  serviceable  wheel,  that 
is  so  constructed  as  to  be  durable  and 
lasting,  capable  of  being  ridden  over 
city  streets  or  country  roads,  and 
costing  little  for  repairs  or  upkeep. 
The  bicycle  may  well  be  said  to  be 
the  poor  man’s  automobile,  and  in  its 
way  is  quite  as  convenient,  requiring 
no  chaffeur  or  garage.  The  best  makes 
of  motorcycles  are  also  sold  by  Mr. 
Matthews  and  all  the  supplies  needed 
for  any  sort  of  a wheel  are  kept  by 
him,  while  repairing  is  also  expertly 
done  at  his  shop. 

The  Edison  phonographs  are  another 
commodity  in  which  he  deals  and  va- 
rious sizes  of  these  Instruments  are 
shown  in  stock,  in  addition  to  which 
he  keeps  on  hand  cabinets  and  stand- 
ards, horns  etc.,  and  has  one  of  the 
best  selected  stocks  of  records  car- 
ried in  this  section. 

Gas  and  electric  mantles,  shades  and 
globes  are  other  lines  of  goods  carried 
here.  Sleds,  skates  and  other  sport- 
ing fuimishings  used  at  different  sea- 
sons of  the  year  are  shown  in  different 
makes  and  of  high  standards  of  work- 
manship. Repairs  on  any  of  the  goods 
sold  at  this  store  are  made  by  the 
proprietor  or  his  assistant,  and  prices 
for  new  goods  or  jobs  done  here  are 
always  reasonable. 

Mr.  Matthews  has  been  located  at 
his  present  stand  for  the  past  six  years, 
but  has  been  in  this  immediate  neigh- 
borhood for  fifteen  years,  originally 
dealing  entirely  in  bicycles,  gradually 
increasing  his  operations  and  adding 
to  his  stock.  He  is  known  as  an  en- 
terprising and  reliable  business  man, 
and  has  gained  this  reputation  through 
square  dealing  and  upright  methods. 


RALPH  G.  LUCIER 

Ladies’  and  Gents’  Furnisher  Who  Carries 

First-Class  Stock  in  Cleghom  District 

The  person  who  does  all  his  trading 
in  the  large  stores  at  the  center  of 
the  city  and  has  no  particular  ac- 
quaintance with  some  of  the  neighbor- 
hood stores,  has  the  feeling  that  they 
are  the  only  ones  which  have  an  ex- 
tensive selection  and  seasonable  styles 
from  which  to  choose.  That  this  is 
a very  great  mistake  may  be  learned 
by  visiting  such  an  establishment  as 
that  of  Ralph  G.  Lucier,  158  Fairmount 
street,  Cleghorn  district. 

The  assertion  need  not  be  made  that 
Mr.  Lucier  carries  such  a stock  as  some 


of  our  department  stores  show,  but  it 
is  true  that  everything  that  is  shown 
is  particularly  salable,  and  nothing  is 
carried  for  ornamentation  or  for  sam- 
ples. Everything  shown  is  serviceable 
and  appropriate  for  the  season,  so  that 
every  bit  of  space  is  taken  up  in  a 
practical  way,  and  as  there  is  a ready 
sale  the  stock  is  renewed  often  enough 
to  present  in  one  season  all  the  newest 
styles  and  materials. 

The  concern  is  distinctively  an  up- 
to-date  ladies’  and  gentlemen’s  furnish- 
ing house,  dealing  in  men’s  clothing, 
suits  and  separate  garments  of  reliable 
make  and  workmanship,  hats,  caps,  etc. 
Hosiery,  fine'  neckwear  and  undercloth- 
ing are  handled,  while  in  women’s 
ready-to-wear  goods  are  displayed 
waists,  sweaters,  underwear,  hosiery, 
gloves  and  neckwear,  the  newest  pat- 
terns and  designs  being  shown  in 
dainty  or  durable  fabrics. 

The  store  is  conveniently  and  attrac- 
tively arranged,  and  courteous  and  ca- 
pable attention  Is  given  all  customers 
by  the  proprietor  and  two  assistants. 

Mr.  Lucier,  who  came  to  Fitchburg 
from  Nashua,  was  formerly  employed 
in  the  clothing  trade  in  the  ' New 
Hampshire  city.  He  was  first  located 
further  west  on  Fairmount  street  and 
remained  there  for  three  years,  but  two 
years  ago,  needing  larger  premises,  he 
took  the  occupancy  of  his  present 
store,  where  facilities  and  patronage 
have  been  extended. 

Mr.  Lucier  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  business  men  In  this 
section,  and  also  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable and  successful. 


GEO.  A.  MAYBERRY  & CO. 

One  of  The  Oldest  Grocery  Sites 
In  Fitchburg,  Is  An  Ex- 
clusive Trading 
Place 

There  are  always  in  any  city,  two 
or  three,  seldom  more  and  sometimes 
less,  grocery  stores  that  have  a partic- 
ular class  of  customers,  the  people 
who  not  only  demand  good  things  to 
eat,  but  desire  dainties  and  luxuries 
that  are  not  afforded  by  a large  num- 
ber of  people.  It  is  among  this  re- 
stricted number  of  tradesmen  that  the 
firm  of  George  A.  Mayberry  & Co., 
383  Main  street,  is  numbered,  and  the 
site  occupied  by  him  has  always  been 
associated  with  this  particular  line  of 
trade.  It  is  one  of  the  old  established 
grocery  houses  in  our  city  and  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
this  property  have  never  Interrupted 
the  career  of  the  various  firms  that 
have  been  located  here. 

The  business  was  purchased  some 
six  years  ago  by  the  present  company, 
and  the  reputation  of  the  store  has 
not  only  been  maintained  by  it,  but 
greater  facilities  have  been  installed, 
the  stock  increased  in  quantity  and 
advanced  in  quality,  until  the  prestige 
of  the  present  concern  is  undoubtedly 
greater  than  any  of  its  predecessors. 

Mayberry  & Co.  are  known  as  qual- 
ity dealers,  the  lines  of  goods  dealt  in, 
including  staple  groceries  of  the  most 
highly  guaranteed  quality;  fancy  gro- 
ceries, not  only  of  superior  worth,  but 
in  brands  seldom  shown  outside  of  the 
largest  cities. 

Imported  and  domestic  goods  handled 
by  the  great  Boston  house  of 
S.  S.  Peirce  are  carried  here;  also 
Crosse  & Blackwell’s  bottled  and 
tinned  goods  and  Heinz  of  “57  variety” 
fame  is  represented  here  in  canned  and 
bottled  goods,  each  one  of  which  con- 
forms to  the  pure  food  laws — naturally 
and  finely  flavored  and  preserved 
goods.  Delicacies  that  are  known  only 
to  those  of  cultivated  appetites  are 
handled,  while  in  staple  products  a high 
standard  is  maintained  from  which 
there  is  no  deviation. 

The  Suffolk  brand  of  canned  goods, 
one  of  the  best  packed  in  the  country, 
is  shown  here,  and  Chase  & Sanborn’s 
teas  and  coffees  are  sold. 

Five  people  are  employed  and  three 
teams  kept  in  commission  for  orders 
and  deliveries. 

George  A.  Mayberry,  the  proprietor 
of  the  business,  came  to  Fitchburg 
from  Clinton,  where  he  had  formerly 
been  in  business  with  his  brother. 
His  former  experience  combined  with 
enterprising  efforts  have  advanced 
him  to  his  present  leading  position 
among  our  merchants.  Mr.  Mayberry 
is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Merchants’  Association,  and  is  an 
enterprising,  public-spirited  citizen  of 
the  best  type. 


E.  D.  JUDD 

Tobacco  and  Smokers’  High-Class 
Supplies  at  a Convenient 
Stand  on  Main 
Street 

It  doesn’t  take  such  extensive  quar- 
ters to  conduct  a tobacco  and  cigar 
store  as  it  does  for  most  other  kinds 
of  business.  It  does,  however,  take  a 
central  stand,  as  one  of  the  cleverest 
tobacco  men  in  the  world  has  demon- 
strated, and  this  is  one  of  the  advan- 
tages that  E.  D.  Judd  has  at  98  Main 
street. 

Though  the  regular  smoker  wants  to 
step  in  off  the  street  handily  when  he 
wants  a cigar  or  tobacco,  the  conve- 
nience of  the  location  is  not  the  only 
feature  necessary  for  a cigar  business. 
When  one  has  secured  the  location,  he 
must  take  care  that  he  has  the  stock 
on  hand  that  will  please  the  consumer 
after  he  has  entered  the  store.  This  is 
an  important  rule  that  is  maintained 
at  the  Judd  establishment,  for  though 
the  store  is  not  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  city,  one  of  the  most  expertly  se- 
lected stocks  is  carried. 

Domestic  and  imported  cigars  are 
sold,  and  at  the  popular  prices  of  five 
and  ten  cents,  all  the  finely-rolled 
and  fragrant  cigars  that  have  national 
reputations  are  handled.  The  cigars  are 
kept  in  proper  condition  so  they  will 
not  lose  their  moisture  or  taste,  and 
discriminating  users  of  the  fragrant 
weed  are  among  the  customers  who 
make  this,  store  their  trading  head- 
quarters. 

All  popular  brands  of  cigarettes  are 
handled,  package  and  bulk  tobacco, 
cigar  cases,  pouches,  and  other  smok- 
ers’ supplies.  Reasonable  prices  are 
asked  for  the  specialties  kept  in  stock. 

The  business  has  been  established 
since  September,  1909,  and  was  for- 
merly owned  by  H.  D.  Judd,  His 
brother,  the  present  proprietor,  was 
with  him,  and  has  been  sole  proprietor 
for  the  past  eight  months. 

Mr.  Judd  has  been  in  Fitchburg  for 
the  past  nine  years  and  has  always 
been  a salesman.  As  salesman  and 
proprietor  of  this  business  he  is  adept, 
giving  customers  courteous  and  effi- 
cient service,  and  providing  the  most 
desirable  and  high-class  stock. 

The  store  is  one  of  the  best  known 
in  this  section,  and  Mr.  Judd  has  the 
good-will  as  well  as  the  patronage  of 
the  public. 


W.  E.  OXFORD 


Dyeing  and  Cleansing  Establishment  With 
Special  Equipment  for  the  Work 

Though  it  is  possible  to  get  dyeing 
and  cleansing  done  in  various  parts  of 
Fitchburg,  there  is  really  but  one  plant 
having  all  the  facilities  to  do  this  work 
on  its  own  premises,  and  this  is  the 
establishment  of  W.  E.  Oxford,  at  306 
Main  street. 

Mr.  Oxford  has  been  in  his  present 
business  for  over  six  years,  locating  in 
Fitchburg  in  April,  1905,  and  gradually 
adding  to  his  facilities  and  capacity, 
giving  a service  that  has  brought  him 
increasing  trade,  and  having  now  one 
of  the  two  naphtha  cleansing  establish- 
ments operated  in  Worcester  county. 

Greater  improvements  are  under  con- 
sideration. Mr.  Oxford,  has  added  to 
his  equipment  dyeing  and  cleansing 
machines,  and  will  soon  have  one  of 
the  most  Improved  pressing  machines 
on  the  market. 

The  dyeing  and  cleansing  works  are 
in  the  rear  of  the  salesrooms,  and  the 
work  done  in  these  departments  is 
equal  to  that  turned  out  by  the  largest 
metropolitan  establishments.  Colors 
are  suggested  that  will  hold,  the  finest 
dyestuffs  are  used,  while  dry  cleansing 
is  admittedly  the  only  process  that 
wholly  takes  out  stains  or  removes  dirt 
without  harming  the  material. 

Mr.  Oxford  learned  his  trade  of  and 
was  later  employed  by  one  of  the  most 
experienced  men  in  the  country,  James 
Brown  of  Cambridge,  who  had  been  a 
responsible  employee  of  Lewando,  and 
the  first  in  this  country  to  do  naphtha 
cleansing.  Since  starting  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  he  has  annually  in- 
creased his  trade  and  has  given  satis- 
faction to  people  who  require  and  ap- 
preciate good  workmanship.  As  pat- 
ronage has  increased,  a large  invest- 
ment has  been  made  in  the  plant, 
which  is  modem  and  up-to-date,  and 
will  be  further  Improved  as  the  trade 
calls  for  it. 
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L.  O.  WEST 

Wholesale  Dealer  in  Newspapers 
Who  Handles  Large 
Quantities 
Daily 

The  extensive  industrial  operations  of 
Fitchburg  have  been  reviewed  at  length 
in  this  issue,  and  the  city  as  a mercan- 
tile centre  has  also  been  described.  It 
has  been  shown  that  there  are  various 
fields  covered  in  this  municipality  that 
are  not  ordinarily  filled  in  cities  of  this 
size,  yet  the  inventory  would  not  be 
complete  without  the  mention  of  one 
other  concern  which  has  no  duplicate 
hereabouts,  and  whose  operations  are 
unusual  in  cities  of  less  than  a hundred 
thousand  inhabitants. 

We  refer  to  the  wholesale  newspaper 
dealer,  Lewis  O.  West,  with  office  and 
warerooms  at  1 Broad  street.  In  many 
cities,  each  newsdealer  has  to  have  a 
man  or  boy  at  the  train,  and  there  are 
different  distributing  points  for  the 
newspapers  that  daily  come  into  any 
city.  In  Fitchburg  there  is  one  head- 
quarters, that  conducted  by  Mr.  West, 
who  handles  all  the  New  York  and 
Boston  papers,  and  the  other  daily  or 
Sunday  publications  that  are  read  here. 

The  two  local  papers  are  also  handled 
In  wholesale  quantities  by  this  concern, 
and  because  one  concern  does  all  this 
business,  every  retailer  has  equitable 
treatment  and  the  distribution  is  made 
much  more  expeditiously  than  if  each 
man  handling  them  had  to  make  his 
own  arrangements  with  different  pub- 
lishers. 

The  size  of  the  reading  public  in 
Fitchburg  may  be  judged  from  the  tran- 
sactions of  this  company,  which  handles 
daily  about  five  thousand  papers.  A 
force  of  three  people  is  kept  active  in 
office  work,  and  a man  and  team  is 
employed  for  the  outside  tasks. 

The  business  has  been  established  for 
the  past  three  years.  Mr.  West,  the 
founder,  came  from  Lynn,  where  he  was 
formerly  engaged  in  a similar  enter- 
prise. His  experience  put  the  business 
here  on  a methodical  and  efficient  sys- 
tem that  was  immediately  recognized 


ST.  ANTHONY  S CHURCH 

and  commended,  and  his  administration 
has  been  one  of  completeness  and  ad- 
vancement that  has  resulted  in  the 
success  now  evident. 


F.  LEROUX 

Smokers’  Supplies  in  Complete  and  First- 
Class  Assortment  in  Cleghorn 

Few  retail  dealers  In  our  city  have  a 
more  complete  high-class  stock  than 
F.  Leroux,  the  tobacconist  in  the  Cleg- 
horn  district,  at  158  1-2  Falrmount 
street.  This  business  most  aptly  shows 
that  it  is  not  the  size  of  the  premises 
that  affects  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
the  goods,  for  the  store  occupied  by  Mr. 
Leroux  is  a small  one,  yet  in  high 
grade  and  desirable  goods,  nothing  is 
lacking  to  supply  the  demands  of  the 
most  particular  smoker. 

All  the  leading  brands  of  tobacco 
are  carried,  and  the  most  popular  makes 
of  cigars,  at  the  popular  prices  of  five 
and  ten  cent?.  For  other  trade  there 
are  cheroots  or  stogies  giving  an  eco- 
nomical smoke,  or  the  finest  Havanas 
which  are  luxuries  worth  the  extra 
price  they  bring.  Domestic  and  im- 
ported cigarettes  are  handled  In  every 
brand  upon  the  market.  Pipes, 
pouches,  cigar  holders  and  other  smok- 


ers’ supplies  are  also  shown,  in  large 
assortment. 

The  leading  magazines,  all  popular 
publications,  weekly,  monthly  and 
standard  prints  are  carried,  and  one  of 
the  largest  lines  of  souvenir  postals 
shown  in  this  city  is  displayed.  The 
new  ones  are  put  in  stock  here  as  soon 
as  they  are  off  the  press,  and  people 
from  down  town,  as  well  as  residents 
of  this  district,  have  found  Leroux’s 
one  of  the  very  best  places  to  trade. 


Mr.  Leroux  has  been  located  in  this 
store  since  June,  1909,  but  was  pre- 
viously on  Clarendon  street,  wnere  he 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
tobacco  trade.  Finding  that  his  cus- 
tomers there  were  desirous  of  contin- 
uing their  trade  at  the  Clarendon 
street  stand,  he  retained  that  place  of 
business,  also.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  tobacco  and  smokers’  supply 
business  for  seven  years;  he  has  ad- 
ded to  his  facilities  and  increased  his 
operations,  and  is  one  of  the  sound 
merchants  in  this  section. 


L.  TOUSIGNANT 

Successful  House  Furnishing  Concern  on 
Daniels  Street 

The  Cleghorn  district  has  made  the 
most  surprising  growth  that  has  ever 
been  known  in  our  city.  Not  only  has 
this  section  become  one  of  the  most 
largely  populated  in  our  city,  but  busi- 
ness concerns  of  importance  have  been 
established. 

Among  the  successful  enterprises  is 
the  house-furnishing  store  of  L.  Tou- 
signant,  41-47  Daniels  street,  founded 
in  May,  1907,  and  having  increasing 
patronage  and  success  in  the  succeed- 
ing four  years.  The  concern  com- 
pletely covers  its  field,  dealing  in  kitch- 
en and  dining  room  furniture,  cham- 
ber suits,  brass  and  metal  beds  and  all 
kinds  of  bedding,  sitting  room  and  par- 
lor furniture  in  all  the  different  designs 
and  materials  placed  upon  the  market. 

Crockery  and  china,  dining  room 
ware  and.  kitchen  utensils,  are  also 
handled.  In  heaters  and  ranges,  such 
well  known  makes  as  the  Glendale, 
Acorn,  Palace  and  Home  Queen  are 
shown  in  different  sizes,  and  with  va- 
rious Improved  attachments. 

The  premises  have  a frontage  of 
eighty  feet  and  a depth  of  thirty-five 
feet,  and  the  floor  area  is  consequently 
adequate  to  display  the  stock  attract- 
ively and  effectively.  Mrs.  Tousignant 
is  associated  with  him,  a clerk  is  em- 
ployed and  a delivery  team  operated. 

Mr.  Tousignant  came  to  Fitchburg 
from  Lowell,  where  he  had  resided  for 
thirteen  years,  and  had  been  the  owner 
of  a grocery  store.  Fitchburg,  how- 
ever, offered  wider  opportunities  in  the 
furniture  trade,  and  this  enterprising 
business  man  has  made  the  most  of 
them,  securing  customers  through 
square  dealing  and  fair  prices,  and  win- 
ning the  confidence  and  the  good-will 
of  all  residents  of  this  community. 


CHARLES  F.  WILSON 

An  Insurance  Concern  Founded 
Nearly  Forty  Years  Ago, 
Under  Expert  Man- 
agement 

In  these  days  when  insurance  is 
written  on  every  conceivable  sort  of 


risk,  only  the  most  negligent  or  care- 
less person  fails  to  avail  himself  of  its 
protection,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
insurance  agencies  of  the  present  are 
much  more  important  enterprises  than 
in  former  years. 

One  of  the  best  known  concerns  in 
this  line  in  Fitchburg  is  Charles  F.  Wil- 
son’s agency,  at  229  Main  street,  rooms 
11  and  12. 

The  present  proprietor  of  the  busi- 
ness has  been  here  since  1898,  and  in 
1904  he  bought  out  the  Allison  agency, 
which  had  been  established  since  1873, 
and  with  which  he  was  connected  pre- 
vious to  his  proprietorship.  Mr.  Wil- 
son therefore  has  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing companies  and  clients  who  have 
had  transactions  for  a long  period,  and 
as  the  medium  and  stimulator  of  new 
as  well  as  old  business,  his  enterpris- 
ing and  reliable  methods  give  satis- 
faction to  the  companies  he  represents 
and  the  people  whom  they  protect. 

I’ire  insurance  is,  of  course,  a large 
part  of  the  business,  and  some  of  the 
strongest  and  soundest  companies  in 
the  world  have  policies  written  by  Mr. 
Wilson.  Such  companies  should  be  se- 
lected by  prospective  policy-holders,  be- 
cause at  any  time  a catastrophe  is 
liable  to  occur  that  would  put  weaker 
organizations  out  of  business,  and  so 
make  the  supposed  protection  only  a 
delusion  and  false  security.  Then,  too, 
in  the  event  of  loss  there  is  the  best 
of  reason  for  expecting  a speedy  and 
fair  adjustment. 

The  other  fields  covered  by  insur- 
ance through  the  office  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son, are  burglary,  automobile,  steam 
boiler,  employers’  liability,  plate  glass, 
accident,  life,  bonding  and  rent — in 
short,  every  class  demanded  in  the  city. 

Each  policy  is  placed  with  companies 
which  give  particular  attention  to  the 
special  line  of  insurance  required,  and 
as  Mr.  Wilson  takes  all  precautions 
to  do  the  underwriting  thoroughly  and 
after  investigation,  no  friction  arises 
between  corporations  and  clients,  and 
entire  confidence  is  felt  in  all  the  busi- 
ness transacted  by  this  agency. 

In  all  some  thirty-five  companies  are 
represented,  including  foreign  as  well 
as  domestic  organizations.  Thus  the 
insurance  is  placed  with  widely  sepa- 
rated bodies,  so  that  If  some  great  dis- 
aster were  to  happen,  no  group  of  In- 
surance companies  would  be  involved 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  would  be 
crippled  by  the  loss,  to  the  consequent 
damage  of  their  policy  holders. 

Mr.  Wilson  Is  an  expert  insurance 
man.  and  before  becoming  established 


in  this  office,  was  with  the  Travelers’ 
Insurance  Co.  for  sixteen  years,  as  a 
special  agent  with  duties  which  took 
him  all  over  the  United  States. 

He  is  secretary  of  the  Fitchburg  & 
Leominster  Board  of  Underwriters,  sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  a 
member  of  the  city  government  one 
year,  is  a native  of  Fitchburg,  and  a 
citizen  who  assists  in  any  movement 
that  promises  the  betterment  or  devel- 
opment of  our  communltj’. 


T.  CORMIER 

Contractor  Who  Has  Grocery  and 
Meat  Store  on  His  Own  Prop- 
erty, Fairmount 
Street 

As  a resident  of  Fitchburg  for  nearly 
eight  years,  T.  Cormier,  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  meat  and  grocery 
store  at  87  Fairmount  street,  has  given 
evidence  of  his  industrial  ability  and 
progressiveness.  Though  a carpenter 
l)y  trade,  and  always  engaged  in  the 
contracting  business,  he  has  at  differ- 
ent times  in  the  past  eight  years  en- 
gaged in  the  retail  business,  and  on 
several  occasions  has  taken  concerns 
that  were  run  down  and  brought  them 
up  to  a successful  and  prosperous  po- 
sition. His  present  location  was  for- 
merly in  his  possession,  but  something 
more  than  two  years  ago  he  sold  it. 
Last  November  he  become  owner  again, 
and  has  since  that  time  'greatly  In- 
creased the  patronage  and  reputation 
of  the  stand. 

A complete  stock  of  staple  groceries 
is  carried,  and  reasonable  prices  only 
are  charged.  Vegetables  and  pro- 
visions are  dealt  in,  besides  fresh  and 
cured  meats,  and  the  housekeeper  who 
trades  here  can  always  be  sure  that 
her  demands  each  day  will  be  fully 
supplied,  and  may  feel  confident  that 
ail  her  orders  will  be  delivered  when 
promised. 

It  is  through  the  confidence  such 
methods  as  these  engender  that  in- 
creased patronage  that  has  come  under 
Mr.  Cormier’s  proprietorship,  and  now 
it  requires  two  men  to  attend  to  the 
trade,  and  a team  for  taking  orders 
and  making  deliveries. 

Mr.  Cormier  has  also  had  a long  ex- 
perience as  a contractor.  In  this  field 
he  usually  keeps  four  men  employed, 
and  at  other  times  has  a crew  of  eight 
or  ten.  He  owns  seven  buildings  In 
our  city.  Before  locating  in  Fitchburg, 
he  lived  fifteen  years  in  Worcester, 
where  he  was  a successful  contractor, 
and  laid  the  foundation  for  a progres- 
sive career. 

He  has  built  a large  number  of  resi- 
dences in  the  Cleghorn  district,  is 
known  for  his  workmanship  and  ex- 
pertness, and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
successful  and  substantial  industrial 
and  financial  men  of  this  section,  doing 
his  part  for  the  development  and  wel- 
fare of  this  community. 
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The  Art  of  Music  in  Fitchburg,  and  Influences 
Contributing  to  Its  Development 

By  A.  E.  STRATTON 
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Has  the  art  of  music  been  cultivated 
In  Fitchburg  with  a degree  of  zeal  so 
exceptional  as  to  entitle  it  to  be  singled 
out  from  any  other  New  England  com- 
munity? There  are  no  fixed  quantities 
from  which  an  answer  to  such  a ques- 
tion may  be  obtained.  Material  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  can  be  accounted 
for  in  material  terms.  The  songs  that 
have  been  sung  are  lost  in  the  silent 
spaces  and  voices  are  stilled  that  sang 
them.  There  has  been  no  enumeration 
of  music-lovers  of  the  present  day,  or 
of  past  days;  no  measurements  taken 
of  the  amount  of  musical  culture,  or 
of  the  extent  of  its  diffusion.  It  is 
enough  to  know  that  Fitchburg  has 
felt  the  impulse  of  and  readily  absorbed 
all  the  quickening  influences  which 
have  brought  about  so  marvelous  an 
advance  in  the  general  appreciation 
of  music  during  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century.  Its  people  have  been  excep- 
tionally fortunate  in  the  opportunities 
that  have  been  presented,  for  acquir- 
ing knowledge  of  the  works  of  the  great 
composers,  through  hearing  them  inter- 
preted by  artists  of  the  first  rank.  From 
such  sources  has  come  an  inspiration, 
which  is  reflected  in  the  wider  appre- 
ciation of  good  music,  and  in  those 
activities  which  have  led  to  a higher 
plane  of  art  endeavor  and  achieve- 
ment. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  musical  culture 
here,  as  elsewhere  in  New  England, 
has  had  a hard  struggle  against  ad- 
verse and  unsympathetic  conditions. 
The  early  settlers  were  austere  in  their 
modes  of  life,  and  adverse  to  outward 
demonstrations  of  emotion.  They  were 
not  only  prejudiced  against,  but  ac- 
tually hostile  to  all  forms  of  secular 
music  and  to  all  instruments  of  per- 
formance. Except  as  an  adjunct  of 
religious  worship,  music  was  a beguile- 
ment  of  the  Evil  One,  for  luring  mor- 
tals to  everlasting  perdition.  Even  as 
the  handmaid  of  religion,  music  had  to 
be  stripped  of  all  adornment,  and  in 
forms  of  worship  was  limited  to  the 
monotonous  chanting  of  Psalms.  The 
musical  history  of  this  country  began 
with  the  rude  and  unskillful  efforts 
of  the  Pilgrim  Psalmodists,  and  the 
painful  and  laborious  essays  of  the 
Puritans  in  sacred  song. 

Whatever  of  growth  and  development 
musical  culture  in  Fitchburg  has  had. 
has  come  from  a root  planted  in  such 
uncongenial  soil.  What  has  already 
been  said  in  a general  way  finds  con- 
firmation in  the  public  records  of  the 
old  town  of  Fitchburg.  At  a town 
meeting  held  in  April,  1784,  it  was 
voted  "to  have  the  Petition  Betweene 
the  mens  & the  womens  seats  in  the 
front  gallary,  so  as  the  men  Singers 
to  have  the  front  Gallary  for  their 
use.”  ■ There  were  no  suffragettes  in 
those  days  to  resent  such  an  act  of 
favoritism  in  providing  accommoda- 
tions for  the  "men  Singers.”  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  these  seating  ar- 
rangements were  not  entirely  satis- 
factory, for  at  a town  meeting  in 
March,  1786,  it  was  voted  "to  have 
the  front  gallery  made  Convenant  for 
the  singers  provided  they  Dow  it  on 
there  Cost  for  that  use.” 

The  seating  of  the  singers  was  not 
the  only  subject  of  concern,  for  the 
form  of  religious  worship  that  should 
be  prescribed  was  brought  up  in  an 
article  in  the  warrant  for  a town  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  May  16.  1787  and 
which  voted  "to  sing  five  times  on 
the  Lord’s  day.  The  first  singing  be- 
fore prayer  without  reading,  after 
prayer  with  reading  line  by  line,  and 
set  such  tunes  as  the  Congregation  can 
in  general  sing;  in  the  afternoon  before 
prayer  without  reading,  after  prayer 
with  reading,  & after  sermon  without 
reading.” 

Those  were  the  days  of  heroic  strug- 
gle by  brave  and  hardy  men  and  self- 
sacrificing  women,  and  from  the  fore- 
going record  it  may  be  inferred  that 
they  had  more  music  in  their  souls 
than  was  revealed  to  their  own  con- 
clousness.  There  is  little  doubt  but 
that  the  chanting  of  the  psalms  by  the 


men  and  women  singers  in  the  front 
gallery  of  the  old  meetinghouse,  and 
the  singing  of  such  hymns  as  the  con- 
gregation could  in  general  sing,  when 
assembled  there  on  the  Lord’s  day, 
was  about  the  extent  of  their  musical 
endeavor.  And  yet  two  centuries  be- 
fore their  day,  Palestrina  had  written 
his  masses,  motets,  and  hymns  for 
the  worship  of  the  Catholic  church.  A 


century  before,  Bach  had  written  his 
Passion  music,  and  had  created  forms 
without  which  the  modern  development 
of  the  art  of  music  would  have  been 
impossible.  Mozart  had  given  to  the 
world  his  Don  Giovanni,  his  quartets 
and  symphonies,  and  had  composed  his 
Requiem.  In  their  time,  Haydn  was 
delighting  the  court  circles  of  Vienna 
with  the  suave  and  flowing  melody  of 
his  many  works,  and  the  mighty  Bee- 
thoven was  walking  the  streets  of  the 
same  city,  meditating  upon  the  themes 
which  were  to  be  worked  out  in  his 
nine  great  symphonies.  These  are 
well-nigh  household  names  today,  but 
with  our  forbears  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  it  was  as  if 
such  composers  had  never  been  born. 
Comparing  the  Fitchburg  of  that  dis- 
tant past  with  the  Fitchburg  of  the 
present  day,  it  can  be  seen  how  great 
has  been  the  transformation  with  re- 
spect to  musical  culture — no  less,  in- 
deed, than  has  been  the  change  in  its 
material  aspect  and  in  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  which  have  become 
a part  of  our  modern  civilization. 

It  was  not  until  many  years  after- 
wards that  music  began  to  feel  the 
impulse  of  new  forces,  and  to  become 
freeer  and  richer  in  expression.  The 
singing  of  worldly  tunes  was  anathema 
and  the  performance  of  Instrumental 
music  rare  until  well  Into  the  nine- 
teenth century.  The  display  of  vocal- 
ism in  public  was  limited  to  well-ap- 
proved hymns  set  to  music  of  primitive 
structure.  Its  quavers  and  demi-quav- 
ers,  however  quaint  they  may  seem 
to  modern  ears  at  an  “Old  Folks”  con- 
cert, were  a sure  sign  of  progress,  for 
they  were  a development  from  psal- 


mody, in  the  direction  of  embellish- 
ment and  ornamentation.  There  is 
scant  material  for  a history  of  the  ef- 
forts made  during  these  years  by  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  to  foster  and 
develop  the  art  of  music.  It  is  natural 
to  suppose  that  it  was  chiefly  nour- 
ished by  influences,  which  were  related 
to  religious  worship  in  the  churches. 

Slow  and  almost  imperceptible  as 


the  processes  of  their  education  were, 
the  people  of  Fitchburg  came  to  a bet- 
ter realization  of  the  meaning  and 
function  of  music,  and  longed  to  enter 
upon  the  broad  fields  of  the  art,  which 
had  remained  uncultivated.  There  were 
very  positive  signs  that  such  an  awak- 
ening had  come  about,  just  after  the 
close  of  the  civil  war.  It  may  be  that 
the  emotions  which  had  been 
suppressed  during  that  long  and 
bitter  struggle  were  too  deep' 
for  words,  and  resort  was  had  to  the 
language  of  music  for  the  most  ade- 
quate expression.  This  impulse  was 
so  universal  and  so  irresistible  as  to 
result  in  the  great  peace  jubilee  at 
Boston  in  1872.  It  was  manifested  lo- 
cally not  long  after  the  surrender  of 
Lee,  when  the  unwonted  Interest  taken 
by  the  people  of  Fitchburg  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  music,  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Fitchburg  Choral  union, 
the  precursor  of  the  vigorous  organi- 
zation, which  is  filling  so  Important  a 
place  in  the  musical  life  of  the  city  at 
the  present  time. 

Under  the  auspices  of  this  first  Fitch- 
burg Choral  union,  musical  conventions 
were  held  annually  in  the  town  hall  for 
a number  of  years.  Concerts  were 
given  for  four  and  even  five  days,  at 
which  miscellaneous  programs  were 
rendered.  Choral  works  in  the  oratorio 
or  cantata  form  were  rehearsed  and 
presented  under  the  leadership  of  fam- 
ous conductors. 

In  the  list  of  officers  appeared  the 
names  of  Moses  G.  Lyon,  president; 
Dr.  Jabez  Fisher  and  John  Upton,  vice- 
presidents;  B.  F.  Wallis,  secretary;  W. 
A.  Macurda,  treasurer. 

At  a convention  held  September  5-9, 


1870,  the  conductors  were  Carl  Zer- 
lahn  and  L.  O.  Emerson.  The  soloists 
were  Mrs.  H.  M.  Smith.  Myron  W. 
Whitney,  and  F.  C.  Packard.  The  or- 
chestra was  the  Mendelssohn  quintet 
club  of  Boston.  The  pianists  were  Au- 
gustine S.  Belding,  Miss  Maggie  L. 
Smith,  now  Mrs.  Ray,  Miss  M.  E.  Lyon, 
and  Miss  E.  J.  Collester.  The  oratorio, 
Elijah,  was  performed.  Another  con- 
vention was  held  the  following  year 
with  Dr.  L.  H.  Southard  as  conductor, 
and  B.  D.  Allen,  pianist.  The  soloists 
were  Mrs.  J.  Houston- West,  Miss  H.  A. 
Hunt,  W.  W.  Clark,  and  J.  F.  Winch. 
Messiah  was  the  principal  choral  work 
presented. 

The  last  of  these  musical  conven- 
tions was  held  in  the  city  hall,  Sep- 
tember 30,  October  1-3,  1873.  The 
conductors  were  Solon  Wilder  and  E. 
H.  Bailey.  Russell’s  orchestra  did  the 
orchestral  work.  On  the  front  page  of 
the  programs  were  printed  these 
words:  “The  objects  and  aims  of  this 
convention  are,  the  formation  of  an 
elevated  musical  taste  through  the 
study  and  practice  of  music  both  sacred 
and  secular,  a social,  genuine,  reunion 
of  all  lovers  of  music.”  This  pro- 
nouncement indicates  how  great  prog- 
ress had  been  made  in  the  scope  of 
local  musical  endeavor.  Mention 
may  also  be  made  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  “The  Haymakers,"  an  operatic 
cantata,  in  city  hall  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, June  17,  1873,  all  the  people  en- 
gaged in  the  performance  being  resid- 
ents. The  conductor  was  Dr.  Jabez 
Fisher.  The  pianist  was  Miss  Maggie 
L.  Smith  and  those  who  sang  in  the 
cantata  were;  Mrs.  I.  G.  Ware,  Mrs. 
B.  W.  Eddy,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Emerson,  Jolyi 
Upton,  W.  W.  Clark,  S.  A.  Wheeler,  Jr., 
John  Mather,  and  Charles  B.  Dennis. 
On  June  11,  in  the  following  year,  this 
cantata  was  again  presented  in  city 
hall  under  the  auspices  of  the  union, 
with  Eben  H.  Bailey  as  conductor,  and 
Mjiss  Lucy  M.  Conn  as  pianist.  Contri- 
butory to  the  efforts  of  the  choral  union 
during  these  years  were  numerous 
concerts,  under  various  auspices,  which 
gave  opportunities  for  enlarged  ac- 
quaintance with  the  works  of  the  great 
composers,  though  for  the  most  part 
selections  for  the  programs  were 
made  from  compositions  which  were  in 
a lighter  vein. 

Although  the  Fitchburg  Choral 
union  was  soon  after  dissolved  by  mu- 
tual consent,  it  had  performed  a work 
of  very  great  value,  and  had  well  ful- 
filled its  purpose  In  "the  formation  of 
an  elevated  musical  taste  through  the 
study  and  practice  of  music,  both 
sacred  and  secular.”  Its  influence 
abided  for  a long  time,  and  made  itself 
felt  in  many  unobtrusive  ways,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  use  of  a higher  class  of 
music  in  private  instruction,  and  in 
that  which  was  presented  in  public 
performances. 

The  popular  Interest  in  music  was 
kept  alive  for  many  years  by  the 
Fitchburg  band,  under  the  conductor- 
ship  of  Warren  S.  Russell,  a good  mu- 
sician, and  who  possessed  unusual  abi- 
lity as  a leader.  The  men  under  him 
were  welded  together  into  a very  fine 
organization,  which  ranked  with  the 
best  military  bands  of  the  country. 

The  establishment  of  the  Boston 
Symphony  orchestra  was  an  occur- 
rence of  very  great  significance  to  the 
art  of  music,  and  gave  a tremendous 
’impulse  to  its  development.  The  city 
of  Fitchburg  has  been  well  within  the 
circle  of  its  influence  from  the  begin- 
ning. Not  only  has  there  been  easy 
opportunity  of  attending  its  concerts  In 
Boston  but  there  were  occasional  ap- 
pearances of  the  orchestra  here,  in  its 
early  history,  when  led  by  Georg 
Henschel,  its  first  conductor.  The 
playing  of  great  orchestral  works  by  a 
body  of  highly  accomplished  artists 
opened  new  vistas  in  the  realm  of  har- 
mony and  revealed  the  hitherto  unsus- 
pected beauties  of  instrumental  music. 

The  Boston  Symphony  orchestra  be- 
came a great  reservoir  of  musical  art, 
out  of  which  many  streams  flowed.  One 
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of  these  streams  was  destined  to  be 
turned  into  a channel  directly  connec- 
ted with  the  musical  life  of  Fitchburg, 
and  to  become  a constant  source  of  in- 
spiration. From  the  membership  of  the 
organization,  four  artists  were  taken, 
and  a quartet  was  organized  for  the 
performance  of  chamber  music,  with 
Franz  Kneisel,  the  concert-master  of 
the  orchestra,  for  its  leader. 


Choral  union,  which  has  taken  on  new 
vitality  within  the  past  few  years,  and 
which  gives  every  promise  of  perma- 
nence by  reason  of  the  energy  of  its 
officers,  and  the  invigorating  spirit  of 
its  members. 

Students  and  performers  have  ac- 
cess to  the  public  library,  which  con- 
tains one  of  the  most  complete  collec- 
tions of  music  to  be  found  in  any  simi- 


concerns  the  instrument  his  customer 
desires.  Mr.  Miller  is  familiar  with 
the  workmanship  and  quality  of  most 
of  the  popular  pianos  on  the  market, 
and  gives  the  benefit  of  his  experience 
and  knowledge  to  those  who  purchase 
through  him. 

He  is  agent  for  the  Travelers  In- 
surance company  and  has  a multi- 
tude of  affairs  that  keep  him  busy. 


creams,  lotions  and  other  preparations 
nourishing  for  nails,  hair  or  face  are 
carried  in  stock.  Three  capable  assist- 
tants  are  employed,  and  one  of  the 
largest  suites  in  the  Johnsonia  is  occu- 
pied. 

Miss  Rock,  in  addition  to  being  a ca- 
pable and  experienced  manicurist,  hair- 
dresser, etc.,  is  a business  woman  of 
enterprise,  integrity,  and  success.  She 
has  acquired  the  confidence  and.  good- 
will of  her  many  customers,  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  for  her  personal  as 
well  as  professional  qualifications. 


WACHUSETT  LAKE  AND  MOUNTAIN  - FITCHBURG  WATER  SUPPLY 


A citizen  of  Fitchburg,  an  ardent 
lover  of  music,  immediately  recognized 
that  through  the  existence  of  such  an 
organization,  a practical  opportunity 
was  presented  to  put  into  effect  his 
desire  to  encourage  the  love  of  music 
in  this  city,  and  to  promote  wider  ap- 
preciation and  fuller  understanding. 

The  Kneisel  quartet  gave  its  first 
concert  in  Phillips  chapel  of  the  First 
Parish  (Unitarian)  church  in  18S9.  The 
quartet  has  visited  Fitchburg  every 
year  since,  and  excepting  only  the  first 
two  or  three  years,  has  given  a series 
of  three  chamber  concerts  each  suc- 
cessive season  in  Wallace  hall.  During 
all  this  time,  Herbert  1.  Wallace  has 
not  only  taken  upon  himself  the  active 
management  of  these  concerts,  but  has 
stood  behind  them  with  the  financial 
support  essential  to  their  continuance. 
Not  only  in  this  particular  undertak- 
ing, but  in  every  praiseworthy  musical 
endeavor  his  wise  counsel  and  generous 
financial  aid  has  not  been  counted  upon 
in  vain. 

In  the  course  of  its  visits  to  the  city, 
the  Kneisel  quartet  has  given  some  60 
chamber  concerts,  at  which  have  ap- 
peared assisting  artists  of  the  very 
highest  rank  in  the  musical  world.  It 
has  played  nearly  200  works  in  the 
chamber  music  form,  and  the  greatest 
composers  of  all  periods,  whatever  their 
nationality,  have  been  represented  on 
the  pro.grams.  Bach,  Dittersdorf, 
Haydn,  Mozart,  Beethoven,  Schumann, 
Schubert,  Mendelssohn,  Brahms, 
Dvorak,  Cesar  Franck,  Saint-Saens, 
DTndy,  Debussy,  Borodine,  Tschai- 
kowsky,  Sgambati,  Smetana,  Grieg, 
Svendsen,  Diszt,  Chopin,  Rubinstein. 
Wagner,  Strauss,  Chadwick,  Loeffler, 
Goldmark.  The  story  of  the  modern 
development  of  music,  beginning  with 
Bach,  may  be  learned  in  the  works  of 
these  composers. 

While  the  Kneisel  quartet  has  been 
coming  here  on  its  mission  of  educa- 
tion and  enlightenment,  its  message 
has  been  taken  up  and  carried  for- 
ward by  individual  and  organized  ef- 
fort in  every  direction — in  private  stu- 
dios, by  practice  in  the  schools,  by  the 
special  work  of  the  music  department 
of  the  Woman’s  club.  Music  has  been 
illustrated  in  public  performances  by 
local  artists,  in  the  magnificent  con- 
certs sponsored  by  the  Fitchburg  Smith 
College  club,  and  in  the  many  others 
that  have  been  given  under  various 
local  auspices.  Another  center  of  ef- 
fort especially  in  the  field  of  choral 
music  is  to  be  found  in  the  Fitchburg 


lar  institution  in  the  country — the  gift 
of  Herbert  I.  Wallace,  and  another  tes- 
timonial to  his  interest  in  the  art  and 
to  his  generosity  in  providing  means 
for  its  development.  In  the  active  cul- 
tivation of  the  art  of  music,  and  in  the 
advantages  afforded  for  that  cultiva- 
tion, the  city  can  be  accounted  as  es- 
pecially fortunate  at  the  present  time. 
By  comparison  with  that  early  time, 
when  the  few  residents  assembled  to 
vote  upon  the  seating  of  the  singers 
in  the  Meetinghouse,  and  upon  the 
order  of  worship,  we  are  able  to  see 
how  great  has  been  the  progress,  and 
how  much  richer  is  our  content  of  life, 
to  which  music  is  contributing  its  gra- 
cious and  refining  influences. 


GEORGE  H.  MILLER 

Leader  of  a Well-Known  Orchestra  Who 
Has  Retail  Store  in  Cleghorn  District 

There  is  alw’ays  one  store  in  every 
neighborhood  where  a variety  of  wants 
may  be  satisfied  and  where  the  trade 
of  that  locality  centers.  It  would 
hardly  be  amiss  to  say  that  George  H. 
Miller’s  store,  21-23  Daniels  street,  is 
the  chief  gathering  place  for  the  Cleg- 
horn  district,  for  there  are  so  many 
lines  for  which  this  concern  is  head- 
quarters that  in  the  course  of  a day 
or  tw'o  every  trader  in  this  section  is 
likely  to  have  recourse  to  Miller’s. 

Stationery,  postal  cards,  souvenirs 
and  novelties,  tobacco  and  other  smok- 
ers’ supplies,  school  and  office  supplies, 
daily  and  Sunday  newspapers,  maga- 
zines and  other  publications  are  car- 
ried here. 

It  is  the  music  house  of  this  vicinity, 
handling  various  kinds  of  musical  in- 
struments, phonographs,  etc.  Another 
portion  of  the  store  is  devoted  to  the 
boot  and  shoe  trade  and  deals  in  a 
special  line  of  footwear  for  men,  wom- 
en and  children. 

Mr.  Miller  is  director  and  manager 
of  Miller’s  Union  Concert  and  Dance 
Orchestra,  which  has  numerous  en- 
gagements in  this  city  and  in  the 
towns  about  here. 

As  Mr.  Miller  is  a musician  of  high 
reputation,  his  advice  and  assistance 
is  sought  by  those  who  desire  to  sup- 
ply themselves  with  musical  instru- 
ments. Formerly  he  carried  a num- 
ber of  pianos,  but  now  he  has  the 
whole  manufacturing  field  to  select 
from  and  orders  from  any  of  the  piano 


His  prestige  and  patronage  have  very 
largely  increased  since  he  became  es- 
tablished here  in  1906. 

He  has  been  a member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  from  Ward  2,  serving 
four  years  in  the  city  government, 
so  that  he  is  not  only  regarded  as  a 
representative  business  man  of  this 
section,  but  has  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  his  fellow-citizens  in  civic 
matters. 


MARGARET  ROCK 

Hair  Dressing,  Manicuring  and  Toilet  Par- 
lors Established  Eighteen  Years 

Though  tlie  popularity  of  manicuring 
and  hairdressing  establishments  seems 
to  be  of  more  recent  date  than  some 
other  business  enterprises,  this  impres- 
sion is  gained,  probably  from  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  have  entered  this 
profession  in  later  days.  However, 
most  cities  of  any  importance  have  had 
manicuring  and  toilet  rooms  for  the 
past  decade  or  two,  at  least,  and  the 
fact  that  Miss  Margaret  Rock  has  been 
located  in  Fitchburg  for  eighteen 
years  shows  that  our  city  has  been 
favored  with  these  facilities  as  long  as 
most  Massachusetts  communities. 

Miss  Rock  came  here  from  New  York 
after  she  learned  her  trade,  and  always 
occupying  a Main  street  site,  has  been 
located  in  the  Johnsonia  building  for 
the  past  nine  years. 

In  these  eighteen  years  there  has 
been  an  almost  amazing  change  in  this 
profession.  Formerly  manicuring  and 
professional  hair  dressing  were  consid- 
ered luxuries  for  people  of  leisure.  Now 
up-to-date  business  men  and  women 
realize  that  well-kept  hands  and  hair 
are  to  their  advantage,  so  that  not  only 
society  people,  but  those  who  have 
their  own  way  to  make  in  this  world, 
are  among-  the  patrons  of  such  an  es- 
tablishment. As  a pioneer  in  this  field. 
Miss  Rock  naturally  won  the  exclusive 
patronage  in  this  section,  but  as  time 
has  advanced,  her  operations  have  be- 
come more  extensive  as  she  has 
demonstrated  the  value  of  her  services. 
Manicuring,  hair  dressing,  chiropody, 
and  facial  massage  are  the  principal 
branches  of  work  done  here,  though 
hair  is  sold  in  d.lfferent  arrangements, 
and  the  combings  of  individuals  are 
made  up  for  them. 

Special  and  tested  equipment  is  used 
for  each  part  of  the  work,  and  all  the 


SMITH  & SLATTERY 

Grocers  Who  Have  Made  Nota- 
ble Progress  and  Success 
in  Four  Years’  Es- 
tablishment 

Representative  of  that  industry  and 
progressiveness  that  makes  for  suc- 
cess, is  the  firm  of  Smith  & Slattery, 
19  Lunenburg  street,  established  April 
14,  1907,  and  making  such  advancement 
in  transactions  and  reputation  as  to  be 
now  numbered  among  the  soundly  es- 
tablished grocers  in  this  city.  This  re- 
putation has  been  attained  in  a much 
shorter  time  than  ordinarily,  but  the 
facts  speak  for  themselves.  The  com- 
pany, succeeding  another  grocery 
house  on  the  same  site,  has  built  up  an 
almost  entirely  new  trade,  occupies 
twice  the  space  it  did  when  it  started, 
and  has  lately  enlarged,  remodeled,  and 
refitted  its  store. 

They  now  employ  three  clerks,  while 
at  first  they  depended,  upon  their  own 
efforts,  and  they  ha\"e  a heavy  trade 
not  only  In  the  neighborhood  but  in  all 
parts  of  the  city.  In  fact,  their  order 
team  covers  different  routes  every  day 
twice  a week,  and  the  Whalom  vicinity 
is  almost  exclusively  supplied  by  this 
concern,  which  makes  delivery  twice  a 
week  in  all  seasons,  and  has  two  wag- 
ons from  June  until  the  last  of  Octo- 
ber. 

Of  course  “There’s  a reason.”  Suc- 
cess doesn’t  fall  to  a person  or  a firm — 
it  has  to  be  won,  and  this  company  has 
gained,  by  honesty  and  constant  endea- 
vor, It  has  carried  a most  desirable 
line  of  groceries  and  has  always  recom- 
mended them  for  just  the  kind  and 
quality  they  are. 

Smith  & Slattery  keep  an  attractive 
store.  All  the  fixtures  and  arrange- 
ments are  of  modern  design  and  for 
utility,  the  goods  are  kept  fresh  and 
clean,  and  are  shown  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Air-tight  compartments  pre- 
vent dust  from  getting  into  bulk  goods, 
and  everything  is  done  in  the  whole- 
some manner  that  hygienic  principles 
require. 

Fancy  as  well  as  staple  groceries  are 
carried  in  all  the  assortments  in  de- 
mand, and  for  the  quality  handled  rea- 
sonable prices  are  asked. 

W.  O.  Smith  had  formerly  been  in 
the  grocery  business  but  E.  A.  Slattery 
was  engaged  in  mechanical  work  pre- 
vious to  forming  the  present  partner- 
ship. Each  however  contributed  busi- 
ness ability,  alertness  and  integrity, 
and  having  combined  in  enterprising 
and  upright  methods  they  have  met 
with  unusual  success. 


NEW  YORK  CREDIT  CO. 

Clothing  and  Furnishing  Goods  Establish- 
ment Most  Successfully  Conducted 

The  New  York  Credit  Co.,  239% 
Main  street,  has  been  established  in 
our  city  for  the  past  nine  years,  and 
its  success  has  been  clearly  demon- 
strated by  the  increasing  number  of 
patrons  which  it  has  attracted,  the  ex- 
tended space  which  it  now  occupies, 
and  the  enlarged  stock  of  goods  that  is 
dealt  in. 

When  the  concern  was  founded  by 
L.  S.  Feingold  one  small  room  was 
used;  now  three  are  occupied,  and 
every  inch  of  space  is  taxed  to  its 
utmost  capacity. 

Men’s  and  women’s  clothing  in  all 
styles,  hats,  caps,  millinery  and  jew- 
elry are  handled,  so  that  the  man 
or  woman  who  needs  an  entirely  new 
wardrobe,  or  desires  to  replenish  the 
present  one  can  be  completely  fitted 
out  at  this  emporium. 

As  the  trade  and  success  of  a credit 
house  depends  not  so  much  on  trans- 
ient trade  as  on  the  customers  who 
will  return  several  times  each  year,  it 
will  be  at  once  realized  that  goods 
that  can  be  recommended  are  the  only 
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ones  to  be  handled;  and  this  is  the 
quality  that  is  shown  by  the  New 
York  Credit  Co. 

Seasonable  styles  and  fabrics  are 
always  displayed,  and  the  durability 
of  the  cloth  and  workmanship  are  as- 
sured in  either  men’s  or  women’s  gar- 
ments. The  latest  styles  in  head- 
wear  are  also  shown,  furnishings  and 
Jewelry  are  expertly  selected,  so  that 
they  will  be  satisfactory  and  lasting. 
Six  or  seven  people  are  employed. 

As  was  said  in  the  beginning,  cus- 
tomers of  this  house  are  not  obliged  to 
wait  until  the  season  is  over,  and 
until  they  have  saved  their  money  to 
buy  their  clothing.  They  can  have  it 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  wear  it 
while  it  is  appropriate,  and  pay  for  it 
while  using  it;  a system  that  gives  the 
laboring  people  an  opportunity  equal 
to  the  more  moneyed  class. 

Mr.  Feingold,  the  proprietor  of  the 
business,  is  a progressive  business 
man,  who  has  developed  this  house 
through  able  methods  and  square  deal- 
ing, and  is  known  as  one  of  Fitch- 
burg’s sagacious  merchants,  up-to- 
date  in  methods,  and  giving  a service 
that  makes  the  New  York  Credit  Co. 
one  of  the  soundest  establishments  in 
this  city. 

Mr.  Feingold  has  a desirable  stand- 
ing in  mercantile  circles,  and  is  re- 
garded as  a responsible  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 


ORAN  S.  RICE  & CO. 

Firm  Name  That  Has  Long  Been  Continued 
in  the  Jewelry  Business 

It  is  more  than  thirty-three  years 
since  the  name  of  Oran  S.  Rice  first 
became  known  in  the  jewelry  business 
In  Fitchburg,  and  this  name  is  still 
continued  at  the  store  where  he  was 
long  located.  The  business  is  now 
owned  by  a nephew,  F.  W.  Rice,  whd 
learned  his  trade  with  Oran  S.  Rice, 
was  later  his  partner,  and  still  more 
recently  the  sole  proprietor  of  this 
business. 

The  premises  occupied  are  at  118 
Main  street,  and  the  time  that  they 
have  been  used  for  this  particular  line 
of  trade  makes  it  one  of  the  best  known 
In  Fitchburg.  Moreover,  there  have 
been  other  characteristics  of  their 
trade.  'There  has  always  been  reliabi- 
lity and  square  dealing,  and  this  po- 
licy Is  just  as  soundly  and  rigidly  en- 
forced today  as  when  it  first  went 
Into  effect. 

The  goods  shown  represent  the  best 
selection  by  which  value  can  be  given 
for  a reasonable  price.  Silverware  and 
cut  glass  are  parts  of  the  stock  carried, 
and  are  chosen  for  guaranteed  mater- 
ial and  workmanship. 

The  usual  stock  of  rings,  charms, 
chains,  etc.,  is  shown,  and  a very  fine 
line  of  watches  and  clocks.  Especial 
attention  is  paid  to  the  makes  of  time- 
pieces carried,  and  Mr.  Rice  is  able  to 
give  his  own  estimate  of  a watch  or 
clock,  since  he  has  long  had  expert 
knowledge  and  experience. 

Watch,  clock  and  jewelry  repairing, 
and  engraving  is  done  here,  and  the 
best  workmanship  possible  is  applied 
to  each  job,  to  win  the  satisfaction  of 
the  customer  being  the  purpose  Mr. 
Rice  has  always  had  in  conducting  his 
affairs. 

Mr.  Rice  has  been  a jeweler  all  his 
working  days,  is  one  of  the  most  relia- 
ble business  men  in  our  city,  and  has 
a high  reputation  for  his  ability  and 
Integrity.  He  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Merchants’  association. 


F.  S.  McCULLY 

Lunenburg  Street  Market  One  of  Neatest 
and  Most  Attractive 

Many  people  have  a mistaken  idea 
concerning  retail  establishments  out- 
side of  the  center  of  the  city.  They 
have  the  impression  that  they  are  not 
particularly  well  stocked,  and  are  not 
conducted  in  the  best  modem  way. 
An  inspection  of  some  of  the  neighbor- 
hood stores  in  Fitchburg  would  correct 
this  Idea,  and  in  none  could  it  be  more 
effectively  refuted  than  at  the  store  of 
F.  S.  McCully,  151  Lunenburg  street, 
the  arrangement  of  the  store  shows 
at  a glance  the  care  and  skill  with 
which  this  establishment  is  conducted. 
Labels  on  canned  and  package  goods 
free  from  dust,  specks  or  other  accu- 
mulations, show  that  the  stock  is  fre- 
quently replenished  and  that  it  Is  well 
cared  for  while  it  is  on  the  shelves 
here.  Cuts  of  meat  are  hygienically 
placed  on  metal  or  porcelain  plates, 
and  dried  meats  or  sides  of  beef  or 


pork  are  hung  temptingly.  A fine  re- 
frigerator is  used  and  tightly-fitting 
compartments  are  installed  for  bulk 
goods.  Staple  and  fancy  groceries  are 
dealt  in,  as  well  as  meats,  provisions 
and  vegetables;  fancy  groceries,  table 
condiments,  sauces,  pickled  goods  and 
relishes  being  other  supplies  the  care- 
ful and  well-informed  housekeeper  se- 
cures here. 

Mr.  McCully,  who  has  been  the  pro- 
prietor of  this  store  since  the  first  of 
January,  1910,  is  a groceryman  of  ca- 
pable experience,  who  was  employed 
by  two  down-town  concerns  seven  and 
fifteen  years,  respectively.  Since  he 
bought  out  here  he  has  carried  a much 
larger  stock  than  his  predecessor,  and 
up-to-date  arrangement  of  goods  and 
modern  methods  have  been  put  in  force 
by  him. 

It  may  be  truly  said  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Cully has  one  of  the  model  stores  in 
the  city,  and  has  won  a deserved  suc- 
cess through  his  ability  and  enterprise. 


BOSTON  DENTAL  CO. 

Expert  Professional  Services  Ren- 
dered by  Dr.  A.  E.  Guptill 
In  Charge  of  This 
Company 

Numerous  changes  have  taken  place 
in  every  profession  now  practiced  in 
this  country,  but  tfie  greatest  advance- 
ment has  undoubtedly  taken  place  in 
the  dental  profession.  Treatments 
that  were  practically  unheard  of  a 
score  of  years  ago  are  now  everyday 
operations,  and  new  methods  are  con 
stantly  being  devised,  both  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  teeth,  and  in  providing 
natural-looking  substitutes  when  old 
age  or  decay  forces  this  alternative 
upon  us. 

The  Boston  Dental  Co.,  with  offices 


diagnosed  by  people  whom  they  know 
little  about,  so  that  a city  is  benefited 
by  such  a well-established  member  of 
the  profession  as  Mr.  Rublee. 

One  has  the  satisfaction  when  trad- 
ing here  of  knowing  he  is  dealing  with 
responsible  opticians  who  are  expert  in 
their  profession;  not  depending  upon  a 
transient  trade,  but  settled  here  with 
the  purpose  of  gaining  the  confidence 
of  the  public  and  developing  their  tran- 
sactions by  permanency  and  ability. 

Mr.  Rublee  is  not  only  a thorough 
and  reliable  optician,  but  carries  one  of 
the  largest  stocks  shown  in  this  coun 
ty.  Separate  departments  are  main- 
tained for  each  part  of  the  work,  and 
every  modern  invention  that  is  desirable 
for  a thorough  diagnosis  is  operated. 
The  grinding  is  done  on  the  premises, 
so  that  each  person  is  fitted  with  glasses 
according  to  his  individual  require- 
ments and  nothing  “just  as  good”  is 
ever  offered  any  customer. 

All  sorts  of  lenses  are  dealt  in;  and 
bows  of  different  styles  in  the  mater- 
ials that  are  durable  and  desirable  in 
appearance;  also  opera  glasses,  mag- 
nifying glasses,  projecting  lanterns  and 
other  lines  that  are  related  to  this  class 
of  business.  Fountain  pens  are  another 
line  of  goods  that  are  handled  in 
some  of  the  best-known  makes. 

Mr.  Rublee  has  been  in  the  optical 
business  in  this  city  for  some  seventeen 
years,  and  was  engaged  in  the  same 
work  in  Boston  for  five  years  pre- 
viously. He  was  connected  with  John 
Sanborn  Co.,  who  bought  out  an  old 
established  business  in  Fitchburg,  and 
Mr.  Rublee  came  here  as  manager,  later 
succeeding  to  the  proprietorship. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  he  has  oc- 
cupied the  present  commodious  and 
largely  stocked  store  and  the  business 
has  been  increasingly  and  satisfactorily 
developed. 

Mr.  Rublee  is  a member  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Opticians  and  of 
the  Fitchburg  Board  of  Trade  and 
Merchants’  Association,  and  Is  regard- 
ed as  the  foremost  optician  In  this  city 
and  a business  man  who  is  represent- 
ative of  the  best  interests  and  prestige 
of  this  community. 


CHILDREN’S  HOME,  HOLT  STREET 


BAY  STATE  DRUG  CO. 

Incorporated  Company  Has  One 
of  Finest  Pharmacies  in  the 
City  in  Cleghorn 
District 

The  location  in  the  Cleghorn  dis- 
trict now  occupied  by  the  Bay  State 
Drug  Co.  has  been  the  site  of  a phar- 
macy ever  since  this  block  was  built, 
and  practically  since  the  Cleghorn 
neighborhood  had  sufficient  population 
to  justify  an  establishment  of  this 
sort.  As  this  section  has  increased  in 
importance  and  population,  the  equip- 
ment of  this  pharmacy  has  been  ex- 
tended to  meet  and  anticipate  the 
wants  of  the  community.  Today,  under 
most  efficient  and  progressive  pro- 
prietorship, it  stands  as  one  of  the 
foremost  pharmacies  in  this  city  and 
gives  the  district  of  Cleghorn  complete 
and  inclusive  service. 

The  stock  carried  is  one  of  the  finest 
selected  and  shown  in  any  community. 
All  the  standard  lines  of  drugs  and 
chemicals  are  dealt  in;  fixtures  and 
receptacles,  cases  and  counters  are 
modern  and  attractive,  and  all  the  ar- 
rangements of  the  store  provide  for 
utility  and  prompt  service. 

It  Is  the  headquarters  for  the  pre- 
scription trade  of  this  vicinity  and  the 
compounding  is  done  by  reliable  and 
accurate  chemists  who  follow  without 
substitution  the  formulas  written  by 
physicians. 

Druggists’  sundries,  proprietary  med- 
icines and  articles,  fancy  goods,  toilet 
articles,  rubber  goods,  home  remedies 
and  sick-room  supplies  are  all  dealt  in, 
and  in  an  assortment  that  will  meet 
the  requirements  of  a large  demand. 

The  usual  accommodations  of  a high- 
class  drug  store,  such  as  cigars  and 
tobacco,  soda  and  confectionery  are 
offered,  and  the  No.  2 sub-station  of 
the  postoffice,  an  Important  branch, 
is  maintained  here. 

The  company  also  conducts  two 
pharmacies  in  Palmer. 

Mr.  Lavoie,  who  has  been  manager 
for  the  company  for  the  past  five 
months,  was  formerly  employed  in 
Worcester.  He  is  a registered  man  of 
accurate  and  trustworthy  methods,  who 
is  giving  high-class  and  efficient  ser- 
vice to  the  public,  gaining  commenda- 
tion and  credit  for  himself  as  well  as 
for  the  company  which  he  represents. 


in  the  Dickinson  block,  145  Main 
street,  keep  abreast  of  every  Inven- 
tion or  improvement  for  the  care  of 
the  teeth.  Established  in  this  city  In 
1901,  the  company  has  had  an  ac- 
cumulating practice,  and  stands  among 
the  highest  in  the  profession  in  Wor- 
cester county.  Bridge  work  is  partic- 
ularly well  done  here,  artificial  teeth 
are  made  according  to  the  particular 
requirements  of  the  patient;  filling  is 
attended  to  expertly,  and  every  tested 
method  used  to  keep  the  teeth  in  good 
condition  so  they  may  perform  the 
functions  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. 

Dr.  Guptill,  the  head  of  the  business, 
has  the  service  of  one  or  two  graduated 
dentists,  while  an  office  girl  is  also  re- 
quired to  look  after  appointments  and 
callers.  He  is  a graduate  of  the  Balti- 
more Dental  College,  and  In  earlier  years 
demonstrated  his  proficiency  by  be- 
coming registered  in  such  different 
parts  of  the  United  States  as  Maine  and 
Ohio,  Massachusetts  and  Maryland, 
New  Jersey  and  Texas,  Connecticut 
and  Illinois.  He  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  skilful  and  experienced 
dentists  in  Worcester  county,  and  is 
known  in  our  city  for  personal  as 
well  as  professional  qualifications. 


N.  C.  RUBLEE 

Everything  For  The  Eye,  Handled  By  a 
Soundly  Established  Concern 
There  is  no  more  sensitive  organ 
than  the  eye,  though  the  way  some 
people  experiment  with  it  one  would 
hardly  think  that  this  statement  were 


true.  It  is  a fortunate  matter  when 
a city  has  such  an  optician  as  N.  C. 
Rublee,  193  Main  street,  for  with  such 
a central  and  attractive  location  as  he 
occupies,  he  commands  a trade  that 
might  otherwise  go  elsewhere. 

It  seems  to  be  an  unresisted  tempta- 
tion for  many  people  to  have  their  sight 


TOP  ROLL  COVERING 

Fitchburg  Top  Roll  Covering  Co. 
Under  Proprietorship  of  H.  A. 
Rowton  is  Only  One  of 
its  Kind  in  Fitchburg 

In  a city  like  Fitchburg  where  the 
textile  trade  is  one  of  the  chief  man- 
ufacturing pursuits,  one  would  ex- 
pect to  find  a number  of  auxiliary  en- 
terprises which  are  related  to  the  prin- 
cipal one.  The  field  of  top  roll  covering 
is  covered  by  the  Fitchburg  Top  Roll 
Covering  Co.,  under  the  proprietor- 
ship of  H.  A.  Rowton,  at  80  Congress 
street,  and  has  been  in  operation  under 
the  present  owner  since  October,  1904. 

Top  roll  covering  is  one  of  the  in- 
dustries upon  which  the  textile  busi- 
ness is  most  dependent,  as  the  rolls 
are  not  only  continually  used  in  the 
manufacturing  process,  but  are  subject 
to  wear  and  tear  which  calls  for 
prompt  renovation. 

Mr.  Rowton  is  an  experienced  man 
in  this  trade,  so  that  the  covering  is 
skillfully  and  accurately  done;  the 
finest  stock  that  is  necessary  for  the 
purpose  being  kept  at  hand  in  the 
factory,  and  all  the  improved  equip- 
ment for  covering  and  workmanship 
being  employed. 

Belt  repairing  is  also  attended  to, 
and  cot  making  is  a specialty. 

The  Fitchburg  Top  Roll  Covering  Co. 
has  particularly  extensive  transactions 
with  the  Parkhlll  Manufacturing  Co., 
the  Orswell  and  Nockege  mills,  be- 
sides the  work  done  for  smaller  fac- 
tories. 

Three  or  four  men,  skilled  in  their 
trade,  are  employed  by  this  concern. 

Mr.  Rowton  before  locating  In  Fitch- 
burg had  been  engaged  in  top  roll 
covering  in  Lowell,  Lawrence,  Man- 
chester, and  other  textile  centers,  and 
in  early  years  was  employed  in  this 
city  for  a short  time. 

Over  seven  years  ago  he  bought 
out  this  business,  and  after  a period 
of  operation  on  Lunenburg  street, 
moved  to  his  present  location,  on  prop- 
erty owned  by  himself. 

Mr.  Rowton  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  and  other  fraternities.  Is 
the  successful  head  of  the  only  roll 
top  covering  plant  in  this  city,  and 
has  a high  standing  in  our  city  both 
for  business  ability  and  integrity,  and 
for  public  spiritedness. 
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THOMAS  K.  ROSS,  D.  M.  D. 


Well-Known  Dentist  Who  Has 
Practiced  in  This  City 
For  Fifteen 
Years 

Xo  profession  of  the  present  day  has 
advanced  so  much  in  recent  years  as 
that  of  dentistry,  and  Fitchburg  is  for- 
tunate in  having  men  who  have  taken 
advantage  of  every  development,  and 
imcorporated  all  tested  improvements 
in  the  pursuance  of  their  business. 

Thomas  K.  Ross,  D.  M.  D.,  117  Main 
street,  Park  building,  has  been  estab- 
lished for  himself  for  the  past  six 
years,  and  has  been  located  in  Fitch- 
burg since  1896,  having  for  some  eleven 
years  been  associated  and  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Dr.  James  Ross. 

Dr.  Ross  occupies  finely  appointed 
rooms  in  the  Park  building,  has  the 
most  modern  apparatus  for  dental 
work,  and  in  the  care  and  treatment 
of  teeth  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
expert  and  painstaking  dentists  in  our 
city. 

He  was  born  in  Minneapolis,  though 
his  parents  were  Massachusetts  people, 
and  soon  returned  to  this  state,  where 
the  young  man’s  public  school  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  Everett  and  the 
Fitchburg  High  school.  He  studied 
dentistry  even  in  school  days,  and  in 
1896  was  graduated  irom  the  Harvard 
dental  school,  following  which  he  be- 
came established  in  this  city. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Harvard  Den- 
tal Alumni,  and  is  aiive  to  every  move- 
ment in  his  profession.  He  is  number- 
ed among  the  leading  and  reliable  prac- 
titioners in  Worcester  county,  and  is 
esteemed  for  professional  and  personal 
qualities. 


and  the  very  best  of  material  is  used. 
The  mixing  and  baking  are  expertly 
done,  and  the  kitchen  is  kept  in  the 
cleanliest  and  most  sanitary  condition, 
so  that  customers  may  feel  confident 
that  whatever  is  bought  here  is  whole- 
some and  healthful  as  well  as  pala- 
table. 

R.  W.  Thomson,  the  proprietor,  has 
been  a baker  for  the  past  twenty  years, 
and  was  for  half  that  period  employed 
in  and  about  Boston.  He  came  to 
Fitchburg  ten  years,  ago.  Founding  his 
own  business  nearly  seven  years  ago, 
he  made  quality  his  primary  object, 
and  has  attained  the  success  such  a 
policy  usually  brings.  Mr.  Thomson  is 
one  among  the  city’s  leading  bakers. 


CAPE  ANN  FISH  MARKET 

New  and  Progressive  Manage- 
ment in  Charge  of  a Well- 
Known  and  Popular 
Establishment 

Deep-sea  fishing  is  romantic  enough 
in  some  of  the  stories,  but  in  actual 
life  it  is  work  of  the  sternest  sort, 
with  no  lack  of  risk  of  life  and  prop- 
erty. Yet  it  is  fortunate  that  the  life 
is  attractive  to  the  hardy  men  who 
follow  it,  for  it  would  be  a severe  loss 
to  the  tables  of  the  world  if  they  were 
deprived  of  the  fruits  of  the  sea. 

The  necessity  for  vigorous,  well-di- 
rected work  does  not  end  with  the 
landing  of  the  finny  trophies  in  the 
vessel,  for  rapid  and  skilful  handling 
is  necessary  that  they  may  be  placed 
before  us  in  that  condition  of  fresh- 
ness in  which  only  they  are  attractive 
to  the  palate.  Careful  buying,  keep- 
ing, cleaning,  cutting,  and  delivery 


larger  stock  than  his  predecessor,  and 
is  giving  thorough  and  reliable  service. 


LOOKOUT— WACHUSETT  MOUNTAIN 


W.  C.  HOWE 

Carriage  Builder  and  Horseshoer, 
of  Well-Known  Establishment, 
Also  an  Expert  Mechanic 
of  Long  Experience 

Certain  neighborhoods  in  any  city 
after  a time  become  identified  with  cer- 
tain industries,  and  people  in  search  of 
particular  kinds  of  work  often  enter 
that  neighborhood.,  even  though  they 
are  not  quite  sure  what  particular 
tradesman  they  want.  On  the  other 
hand,  some  dealers  or  industrial  men 
have  such  a reputation  that  they  at- 
trac  ( trade,  even  though  they  are  in  a 
sect!  jii  where  their  business  is  not  gen- 
erally c Tried  on.  R.ith  of  these  condi- 
tions have  been  fa.ccors  in  developing 
the  business  of  W.  Howe,  rear  of  36 
North  street.  Fcr  the  past  ten  years, 
the  shop  occupied  by  Mr.  Howe  has 
been  associated  with  the  horseshoeing 
business.  But  in  addition  to  this  is  Mr. 
Howe’s  own  reputation  as  an  expert 
workman,  so  that  though  this  vicinity 
has  no  particular  identity  with  the  car- 
riage or  horse  trade,  his  operations 
would  be  sufficient  inducement  for  a 
large  trade  to  follow  him  here.  How- 
ever, he  has  been  the  occupant  of  his 
present  premises  for  the  past  eight 
years;  was  previously  on  North  street, 
further  toward  Main  street,  and  was 
two  years  on  Willow  street,  a total  of 
sixteen  years  in  our  city.  In  fact,  Mr. 
Howe  has  followed  this  trade  since  he 
was  seventeen  years 
old,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  experienced  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most 
reliable  mechanics  in 
Fitchburg. 


Johnsonia  building,  where  she  has  been 
located  since  September,  1909. 

The  specialty  store  with  one  line  of 
goods  to  attend  to  is  naturally  alert 
to  have  represented  every  make  which 
experienced  judgment  shows  is  salable. 
The  proprietor  gives  exclusive  atten- 
tion to  the  buying,  and  having  no  other 
responsibilities,  devotes  all  her  energies 
to  making  the  best  selection  and  giving 
a thorough  service  that  is  not  possible 
when  half  a dozen  other  departments 
are  to  be  directed.  In  consequence  of 
this  attention  and  ability,  the  business 
of  Miss  Roddy  has  grown,  for  in  the 
stock  carried  every  make  of  corset  that 
can  be  guaranteed  is  shown.  Not  only 
are  ladies  who  desire  the  higher  priced 
corsets  sought  as  patrons,  but  the  pop- 
ular-priced stock  is  dealt  in  also,  so 
that  every  wearer  of  corsets  may  be 
satisfied,  and  each  is  given  the  consi- 
deration that  results  in  a perfect-fit- 
ing  and  durable  garment. 

A special  room  is  used  for  trying 
on  and  fitting,  and  alterations  are  skil- 
fully made.  The  Binner  corset,  an  im- 
ported one,  is  one  of  the  higher  lines 
here,  and  measurements  are  taken  and 
filled  if  there  is  some  particular  shape 
or  material  demanded. 

Miss  Roddy  was  formerly  employed 
in  the  corset  department  of  Nichols  & 
Frost,  and  is  not  only  well  trained 
and  expert  in  this  line  of  work,  but  has 
shown  her  capability  and  enterprise 
by  the  success  she  has  achieved  as  the 
head  of  her  own  establishment. 


D.  A.  BOYLE  & CO. 

A Grocery  House  That  Has  Been 
Established  Since  1857 
in  One  Section 

Of  the  mercantile  houses  that  are 
in  existence  on  the  South  side  of  the 
river  there  is  none  that  has  had  such 
a long  career  as  the  grocery  concern 
of  D.  A.  Boyle  & Co.,  200  Water  street. 
While  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  and 
most  soundly  known  of  all  retail  es- 
tablishments in  its  neighborhood.  Its 
reputation  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
that  district,  and  it  is  rated  as  one  of 
the  most  reliable  trading  houses  in  the 
city. 

The  business  was  founded  by  Daniel 
Boyle  in  1857.  Both  of  the  present 
proprietors  have  been  connected  with 
it  since  they  were  old  enough  to 
choose  occupations. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
Daniel  A.  Boyle,  is  owner  of  consider- 
able real  estate  and  improved  property 
in  Fitchburg,  is  an  investor  in  some  of 
the  city’s  manufacturing  plants,  and 
president  of  the  C.  W.  Bennett  Shoe 
Co.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  sew- 
age commission  and  has  served  on  the 
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THOMSON’S  BAKERY 

Business  Concern  With  Remarkable  Suc- 
cess in  Less  Than  Six  Years 

People  nowadays  have  become  used 
to  having  everything  delivered  at  their 
doors.  Very  few  take  home  a package 
under  their  arms,  and  many  step  to 
the  telephone,  give  an  order,  and  ex- 
pect to  be  supplied  in  an  exceedingly 
short  time.  But  occasionally  we  find  a 
business  house  that  prefers  to  offer  full 
value  in  its  goods  rather  than  in  tele- 
phones, delivery  wagons  and  extra 
help. 

Such  a concern  is  Thomson’s  Home 
Bakery  in  Cushing  block,  24  Cushing 
street,  where  quality  io  the  uppermost 
consideration  and  where  such  su- 
perior goods  are  made  that  customers 
are  willing  to  come  a few  steps  out  of 
their  way  and  even  to  take  home  their 
own  purchases.  This  bakery,  estab- 
lished in  August,  1905,  conducts  all  its 
trade  o\'er  the  counter.  It  has  always 
maintained  that  to  get  a desirable  class 
of  trade  one  must  offer  something  bet- 
ter than  his  competitors,  and  this  poli- 
cy has  been  steadily  followed.  That 
it  has  been  successful  may  be  assumed 
when  it  is  known  that  contrary  to  the 
general  rule  of  bakers,  no  teams  are 
sent  out,  no  stores  supplied,  and  though 
three  or  four  bakers  are  employed,  all 
they  produce  is  sold  on  these  premises. 

Bread,  rolls,  doughnuts,  cakes,  pies 
and  all  sorts  of  pastry  are  made  here. 
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all  have  their  part  in  the  appetizing 
morsel  which  we  dispose  of  without 
a thought  except  as  to  its  taste. 

The  Cape  Ann  Fish  Market  at  36 
Day  street,  has  a well-earned  reputa- 
tion, fully  sustained  by  its  present 
management,  for  supplying  all  the  de- 
tails of  attention  required  to  satisfy 
its  most  particular  customers. 

Everything  that  swims  and  is  good 
to  eat  is  dealt  in  by  this  firm,  and  it 
handles  as  large  a variety  of  fish  as 
is  carried  by  any  one  concern  in  Fitch- 
burg. Giving  exclusive  attention  to 
this  line,  it  does  not  provide  a quan- 
tity one  day  and  little  or  nothing  the 
next,  but  at  all  times  has  the  fish  that 
is  seasonable,  and  can  supply  either 
wholesale  or  retail  demands. 

It  is  one  of  the  first  to  put  upon 
the  market  shellfish  or  other  sea  food, 
identified  with  different  seasons,  and 
salted  and  canned  fish  are  also  carried. 

As  the  stock  is  bought  in  wholesale 
quantities,  the  lowest  price  is  secured 
on  consignments,  and  consequently  the 
lowest  possible  selling  price  is  also 
maintained. 

Three  men  are  employed,  and  two 
teams  used,  these  facts  indicating  the 
magnitude  of  the  trade  accommodated. 

The  business  which  has  been  con- 
ducted at  this  site  for  nearly  ten  years, 
was  bought  out  in  September,  1910,  by 
Harry  and  Charles  Harris,  leading 
fish  dealers  in  Lowell.  Charles  Harris 
is  the  manager,  and  he  has  put  in  ef- 
fect up-to-date  methods,  carries  a 


New  carriages  of  any  description  are 
built  to  order  at  his  shop.  Old  ones 
are  overhauled,  repaired  and  renewed, 
and  all  the  materials  needed  for  such 
purposes  are  carried  in  stock,  first-class 
equipment  for  construction  work  is  at 
hand,  and  four  able  assistants  are  em- 
ployed. 

This  shop  has  one  of  the  largest  lists 
of  patrons  of  horse-shoeing,  and  some 
of  the  most  particular  owners  of  ani- 
mals in  this  city  will  have  their  work 
done  at  no  other  place. 

Mr.  Howe  has  become  known  for 
square  dealing,  and  trustworthy  tran- 
sactions, and  is  numbered  among  the 
business  men  most  creditable  to  our 
enterprising  community. 


MAY  C.  RODDY 


Exclusive  Corset  Parlors  Where  Large  and 
Desirable  Stock  is  Shown 

Though  it  sometimes  appears  that 
many  of  the  department  stores  through- 
out the  country  are  covering  more  and 
more  lines  of  trade,  the  day  of  the  spe- 
cialty shop  has  by  no  means  gone  by. 
In  fact  many  argue  that  the  very  large 
stores  have  become  unwieldy,  and  that 
particular  people,  especially,  prefer  the 
smaller  establishments  where  exclusive 
attention  is  given  them.  Whatever  the 
force  of  these  arguments,  the  fact  re- 
mains that  among  the  best  patronized 
rooms  in  Fitchburg  are  the  corset 
parlors  of  Miss  May  C.  Roddy,  in  the 


school  committee  and  other  municipal 
bodies. 

J.  H.  Boyle  of  the  firm  devotes  all 
of  his  time  to  the  business,  and  under 
his  supervision  the  Integrity  of  the 
old  firm’s  policy  is  pursued  and  com- 
plete and  modern  service  afforded. 

The  store  Is  kept  largely  stocked 
and  in  arrangement  and  appearance 
is  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  and 
attractive  in  the  city.  Stacks  of  canned 
goods  are  piled  neatly,  and  the  fresh- 
ness of  the  labels  indicates  that  these 
lines  are  constantly  renewed.  A label 
of  their  own  appears  on  every  package, 
bag  or  parcel  that  leaves  this  store 
and  everything  marked  “D.  A.  Boyle 
& Co.”  is  synonymous  with  pure  food. 

This  concern  buys  its  flour  in  car- 
load lots  direct  from  milling  firms  and 
therefore  is  not  only  able  to  meet  any 
competition,  but  to  give  its  customers 
the  benefit  of  its  ability  to  buy  at  rock- 
bottom  prices.  They  sell  at  whole- 
sale and  retail  and  handle  some  fif- 
teen brands  of  fiour,  among  which 
they  make  a specialty  of  the  "Na- 
poleon” and  the  "Robert  Emmett.” 

All  lines  of  staple  and  fancy  gro- 
ceries are  dealt  in  and  a quality  that 
is  desired  by  particular  people  is  the 
only  kind  that  is  ever  selected  or 
passed  over  the  counter. 

This  concern  is  affiliated  with  the 
largest  combination  of  spot  cash  gro- 
cery buyers  in  New  England,  and  not 
only  gets  the  benefit  of  spot  cash  buy- 
ing, but  also  the  purchasing  power  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  best  re- 
tail stores  in  the  state. 
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Co-operative  Industrial  Education  — ‘‘Fitchburg 
Plan’'  Sets  Pace  for  the  World 
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Fitchburg’s  plan  of  cooperative 
industrial  education,  which  has 
been  in  operation  but  four  years, 
has  probably  done  more  than 
anything  else  to  spread  this  city’s 
educational  fame  broadcast  the  coun- 
try over.  This  was  the  first  city  in 
the  country  to  take  full  cognizance  of 
the  value  of  the  idea  as  worked  out  in  a 
college  course  and  adapt  it  to  the 
common  school  grades,  and  the  result 
was  not  less  quick  than  it  was  certain. 
Last  June,  a class  of  20  boys  was  grad- 
uated in  the  cooperative  course,  and 
educators  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
at  once  took  notice  of  the  fact  that 
Fitchburg  was  pointing  the  way  in  the 
Important  matter  of  manual  training 
for  its  boys. 

Within  the  past  year,  this  city  has 
been  the  Mecca  for  educators  and  busi- 
ness men  of  other  cities  and  states,  in- 
terested in  a work  about  which  they  had 
heard  so  many  favorable  and  no  un- 
favorable words.  "The  Fitchburg 
plan”  it  is  and  will  be  for  years  to 
come,  for  this  city  was  the  first  place 
to  develop  it  to  its  splendid  ends. 
Fitchburg’s  school  board  joined  hands 
readily  with  the  progressive  manufac- 
turers who  first  advocated  the  adoption 
of  the  plan,  and  the  combination 
worked  out  the  details  with  absolute 
success. 

The  Inspiration  came  from  the  work 
done  at  the  University  of  Cincinnati, 
where  in  advanced  or  collegiate  courses 
the  manual  and  cultural  work  were 
both  administered  with  results  that  the 
maturity  of  the  students  made  clearly 
possible,  but  which  none  had  before 
thought  of  adapting  to  younger  years. 

It  was  believed  that  the  plan  of  part 
study  and  part  practical  shop  work 
was  Just  as  usable  for  high  school  boys 
as  for  college  men,  and  it  was  adopted 
and  was  a success  from  tne  start. 

A huge  affirmative  factor  was  the 
anxious  readiness  of  the  metal  work- 
ing and  tool  shops  in  the  city  to  secure 
better  artisans.  It  may  be  called  self- 
ishness, but  be  it  so,  it  was  a con- 
structive and  reciprocal  one.  "Give  us,” 
said  these  men,  "bright,  studying  and 
studious  boys,  well  equipped  in  theory, 
and  we  will  give  them  chance  for  prac- 
tice, and  what  is  more,  we  will  pay 
them  for  what  they  do  while  they  are 
learning.”  From  the  public  treasury 
standpoint  the  arrangement  is  sub- 
stantially favorable,  for  it  obviates  the 
construction,  equipment  and  mainte- 
nance cf  mechanical  plants  that  would 
only  too  soon  become  obsolete,  and 
that  could  at  best  be  but  general  in 
their  equipment.  As  it  is,  the  boy  can 
select  his  specialized  shop,  constantly 
Improving  in  equipment,  and  always 
up-to-date.  The  details  of  adminis- 
tration of  the  system  are  not  material 
to  this  mention  of  the  plan  and  brief 
narrative  of  Its  accomplishments. 

The  course  L four  years,  the  first 
year  all  school  work.  The  other  three 
years  are  assigned  to  alternate  weeks 
of  book  and  shop  work.  The  boys 
working  in  pairs,  so  that  one-half  a 
pair  is  always  at  continuing  and  pro- 
gressive work. 

The  boys  receive  10,  11  and  -2% 
cents  an  hour  respectively  for  their 
time  in  the  three  working  years,  a 
total  of  $552.76.  The  value  or  place 
of  this  sum  in  the  life  and  opportunity 
of  man  ■ a boy  means  just  the  differ- 
ence between  being  a drudge  at  14 
years  and  an  indifferent  journeyman  at 
18  or  20,  and  being  largely  self-sus- 
taining up  to  his  majority,  and  equip- 
ped for  the  keenest  competition  as  an 
artisan,  or  ready  to  take  a foremanshlp 
or  assist.”., t superintendency  at  21. 

If  laoor  was  ever  dignified,  this  is 
where  and  how  it  is  done.  The  relation 
between  theory  and  practice  is  exem- 
plified. The  why  and  how  are  made 
one. 

The  course  In  outline  Includes:  En- 
glish, four  years,  business  forms  and 
papers,  familiarity  with  shop  terms; 
Industrial  history,  1.  e.,  current  prog- 


ress in  mechanical  arts;  mathematics, 
arithmetic,  measures,  shop  mathemat- 
ics, algebra,  and  its  relations  to  for- 
mulae, geometry  and  trigonometry  fol- 
lowing logically;  mechanism,  construc- 
tion and  uses  of  machine  tools;  phy- 
sics, chemistry,  commercial  geography 


JOSEPH  G.  EDGERLY 
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in  its  relation  to  sources  of  supply, 
transportation,  cost  of  materials;  first 
aid  to  the  injured;  drawing;  civics  and 
American  history;  business  methods. 
These  in  proper  relation  make  not 
alone  a skilful  artisan  but  a well-in- 
formed and  intelligent  man,  both  a 
servant  to  and  master  of  his  fellows. 

'I'he  course  is  overcrowded.  The 
shops  are  strained  to  take  all  who 
would  like  the  unusual  opportunities 
offered.  The  best  critique  upon  the 
course  is  the  enthusiasm  of  those  who 
are  in  It. 

It  is  a man-maker  and  boy-saver. 
The  boy  is  saved  from  ignorant  and 
unmeaning  labor  while  yet  a boy  and 
fruitless,  generally,  of  valuable  results. 
His  boyhood  is  not  taken  from  him 
by  any  means,  and  he  emerges  into 
man’s  estate  equipped  to  face  to  the 
front,  ask  no  odds  and  to  win  his  way. 

The  "Fitchburg  Plan”  Is  recognized 
in  the  report  for  1910  of  the  United 
States  Commissioner  of  Labor. 


G.  C.  DESRIVIERES 

Family  Grocery  Store  on  Rollstone  Street 
Conducted  by  Well-Known  Proprietor 

Though  Rollstone  street  is  not 
counted  among  the  retail  districts  of 
our  city,  there  are  certain  tradesmen 
whose  customers  wilt  follow  them  off 
the  beaten  tracks,  and  whose  reputa- 
tion is  so  sound  and  so  reliable  that 
new  people  learn  of  them,  and  are 
added  to  the  older  patronage. 

The  Rollstone  street  concern  of 
which  we  speak,  is  the  family  grocery 
store  of  G.  C.  Desrivieres,  3 and  5 
Rollstone  street,  where  he  has  been 
located  for  the  past  eight  years.  Mr. 
Desrivieres  has,  however,  been  a gro- 
cer in  this  city  since  1882,  and  has 
always  been  a merchant  known  for  his 
fair  and  square  dealing,  and  for  his 
particular  ability  and  experience  in 
this  trade. 

He  was  for  many  years  located  at 
403  Main  street,  and  though  his  pres- 
ent location  is  not  generally  considered 
as  advantageous  as  the  Main  street 
site,  Mr.  Desrivieres,  through  force  of 
circumstances,  was  required  to  move, 
and  his  old  customers,  one  might  say, 
moved  with  him. 


Carrying  staple  and  fancy  groceries 
of  guaranteed  brands,  this  concern 
caters  to  buyers  who  are  judges  of 
goods  and  prices,  and  such  discrimin- 
ating people  have  been  well  satisfied 
here,  as  for  the  quality  dealt  in  the 
most  reasonable  prices  in  the  city  are 
charged. 

Leading  brands  of  pastry  and  bread 
Hour  are  handled;  sugar,  teas,  coffees, 
table  condiments,  cereals,  other  pre- 
pared. as  well  as  uncooked  foods; 
canned  goods  from  the  best-known 
packers  in  this  country,  sweet  stuffs 
from  the  nationally  recognized  bakery 
manufacturers;  fresh  vegetables  and 
fruits. 

One  capable  assistant  is  employed, 
and  a team  is  used  both  for  taking 
orders  and  making  deliveries. 

Mr.  Desrivieres  came  to  Fitchburg 
from  Lowell,  where  he  had  previously 
been  in  the  grocery  line.  He  has  been 
a resident  of  our  city  for  twenty-nine 
years;  was  formerly  a councilman 
from  Ward  2,  and  as  a business  man 
and  citizen  has  aided  in  any  effort 
that  promised  the  welfare  of  this  com- 
munity. 


FITCHBURG  AUCTION  & 

COMMISSION  COMPANY 


A Concern  That  Handles  All 
Kinds  of  Goods  and  Has 
Extensive  Facil- 
ities 

The  very  name  of  the  Fitchburg 
Auction  and  Commission  Company 
gives  a good  Idea  of  the  transactions 
that  are  carried  on  by  It  at  Its  head- 
quarters at  44  Academy  street.  Yet 
there  are  some  firms  that  claim  to  be 
In  the  same  line  without  having  the  ca- 
pacity or  facilities  that  this  company 
has.  Many  dealers  will  accept  a few 
commissions  or  carry  a certain  kind 
of  stock  without  half  covering  the  field 
their  title  would  indicate. 

The  Fitchburg  Auction  and  Commis- 
sion Company  is  prepared  in  every 
way  for  the  transactions  that  can 
come  under  either  head.  The  stock 
that  is  shown  embraces  all  kinds  of 
furniture,  ranges  and  heaters,  and  ma- 
chinery of  various  kinds;  while  any 
manufacturer,  retailer  or  householder 
who  wishes  to  be  rid  of  some  of  his 
stock,  can  arrange  with  this  company 
to  buy  it  outright  or  sell  it  on  commis- 
sion. 

The  store  on  Academy  street  is 
filled  with  commodities  of  every  kind 
and  several  storehouses  are  also  occu- 
pied. 

In  handling  furniture,  stoves,  etc., 
second-hand  goods  are  practically  re- 
made at  this  establishment,  so  that 
the  purchasers,  because  of  this  extra 
work,  get  furnishings  that  are  new  in 
appearance  and  durability,  though  they 
only  pay  second-hand  prices  for  them. 

Regular  auctions  were  formerly  con- 
ducted at  these  premises;  but  gener- 
ally auctions  are  conducted  where  the 
goods  are  located.  This  concern  ac- 
cepts commissions  of  all  kinds,  and 
will  sell  at  auction  household  goods, 
real  estate  and  retailers’  or  manufac- 
turers’ stocks. 

Teamsters  and  mechanics  are  em- 
ployed. The  business  is  managed  by 
H.  L.  Kingsbury,  F.  G.  Kingsbury,  also 
being  connected  with  the  company. 
Manager  Kingsbury  is  also  a manufac- 
turer of  valve  wheels,  and  though  he 
has  only  been  in  his  present  location 
for  four  years,  has  been  in  Industrial 
enterprises  in  our  city  for  a consider- 
able period. 

He  Is  a business  man  of  enterprise 
and  advancement,  and  his  ability,  de- 
voted to  the  development  of  the  Fitch- 
burg Auction  and  Commission  Co.,  has 
led  to  Its  sound  standing  and  success. 


JOHN  F.  McGRATH 

Well-Known  Lawyer  and  Present 
City  Solicitor  Has  Practiced 
Law  in  This  City 
Since  1900 

The  present  City  Solicitor,  John  F. 
McGrath,  is  a native  of  Fitchburg, 
whose  professional  career  has  been 
passed  in  his  home  city.  As  a general 
practitioner,  with  office  at  129  Main 
street,  he  has  achieved  distinction  in 
his  chosen  field  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  able  attorneys  of  the  Wor- 
cester county  bar. 

As  City  Solicitor  for  the  past  three 
years,  Mr.  McGrath  has  devoted  energy 
and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice and  has  rendered  capable  and  ef- 
fective service. 


JOHN  F.  McGRATH 


Mr.  McGrath  was  born  in  1873  and 
graduated  from  the  Fitchburg  High 
school  in  1891. 

He  received  his  degree  of  A.  B.  from 
Harvard  university  in  1895,  and  grad- 
uated from  the  Harvard  Law  school 
in  1898,  following  which  he  served  In 
the  Spanish-American  War. 

Soon  after  the  cessation  of  hostil- 
ities, Mr.  McGrath  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  with  the  result 
that  he  is  now  the  counsellor  and  at- 
torney for  many  clients,  in  addition  to 
holding  his  responsible  office  of  City 
Solicitor. 

Mr.  McGrath  is  a member  of  the 
Fitchburg  Bar  association,  exercises 
his  talents  in  public-spirited  as  well  as 
judicial  affairs,  and  is  known  for  his 
sincerity  and  loyalty  in  advocating  dr 
encouraging  any  movement  that  will 
benefit  our  community. 


A.  L.  ROUX 


Harness  Maker  Who  Has  Extensive  Busi- 
ness in  all  kinds  Stable  Supplies 

It  is  undisputed  that  ability  and  ex- 
perience are  most  important  assets 
in  any  business,  but  at  present  this  is 
demanded  in  the  harness  trade,  pro- 
bably more  than  in  any  other  industry. 
It  is  claimed  by  many  that  the  popu- 
larity of  the  automobile  is  hurting 
the  horse  and  stable  business  in  many 
ways,  but  it  is  usually  found  that  the 
motor  machines  really  Interfere  very 
little  with  stable  and  horse  establish- 
ments when  they  are  properly  con- 
ducted. 

Proof  of  this  Is  shown  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  A.  L.  Roux,  harness  man- 
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ufacturer  and  dealer  in  stable  supplies 
at  60  Main  street,  who  has  had  a no- 
tably successful  and  increasing  busi- 
ness since  he  became  established  here 
in  February,  1910.  Mr.  Roux  is  an  ex- 
perienced harness  maker  who  was  lo- 
cated in  Leominster  for  twenty-two 
years,  and  seeking  the  wider  field  which 
Fitchburg  offered,  he  has  had  unmis- 
takable success  in  the  past  year,  and  is 
constantiy  increasing  his  patronage  and 
reputation. 

Fine  harnesses  are  made  to  order  by 
Mr.  Roux,  and  repairing  is  also  done. 
In  addition  there  is  a salesroom  where 
all  kinds  of  leather  goods  for  driving 
or  riding  are  displayed,  and  an  assort- 
ment of  light  and  heavy  harnesses  suit- 
able for  any  re- 
quirement of  the 
owner  who  has  a 
working  horse,  a 
fast  or  a stylish 
animal. 

Saddlery  hard- 
ware is  dealt  in  by 
this  concern,  which 
also  handles  heavy 
coats,  gloves,  etc., 
for  horse  owners 
or  drivers,  whips, 
robes,  blankets, 
and  all  other 
equipment  used  in 
stables. 

Trunks,  suit 
cases,  bags  and 
other  leather  goods 
are  handled,  and 
the  business  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Roux 
is  one  of  the  most 
complete  in  stock 
and  facilities  in 
this  city.  Two  ca- 
pable men  are  em- 
ployed, and  leather 
work  of  all  kinds 
is  done  by  the  pro- 
prietor and  his  as- 
sistants, thoroughly 
and  expertly. 

Mr.  Roux,  in  the  short  time  he  has 
been  in  our  city,  has  demonstrated  his 
Industrial  ability  and  business  enter- 
prise, and  Fitchburg  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated that  it  offers  a favorable  field  for 
such  a tradesman. 


CHARLES  E.  LACEY 

A Name  Identified  and  Estimably  Known 

in  West  Fitchburg  Mercantile  Circles 

As  proprietor  of  the  grocery  and 
general  merchandise  business  at  5 
Westminster  street  for  nearly  fourteen 
years,  Charles  E.  Lacey  has  a sound 
standing  and  reputation  in  this  sec- 
tion, while  the  fact  that  his  father 
had  been  established  In  this  store  be- 
fore him  makes  the  name  of  Lacey  one 
of  the  best  and  most  estimably  known 
in  mercantile  circles  in  this  part  of  our 
city. 

Charles  E.  Lacey  succeeded  his 
father  in  July,  1897,  when  there  were 
very  few  stores  in  West  Fitchburg,  and 
the  patronage  gained  in  early  days  has 
not  only  been  successfully  maintained 
but  has  been  Increased  proportionately 
as  this  neighborhood  has  been  more 
largely  settled. 

Mr.  Lacey  handles  in  groceries  all  the 
staple  goods,  such  as  flour,  sugar, 
spices,  cereals,  teas,  coffees,  etc.  He 
carries  the  varieties  most  fully  guar- 
anteed. and  having  less  expense  than 
those  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  is  able 
to  sell  at  correspondingly  low  prices. 
Both  prepared  and  uncooked  foods  are 
dealt  in;  the  canned  goods,  pickled  and 
boxed  commodities,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables and  fancy  groceries  required  by 
experienced  housekeepers,  are  all  shown 
here  in  an  assortment  to  satisfy  the 
most  particular.  In  general  merchan- 
dise, Mr.  Lacey  handles  hardware, 
paints,  pails,  cans,  kitchen  utensils 
and  grocer's  specialties,  and  in  this 
line  offers  accommodations  which  are 
appreciated  by  a neighborhood  patron- 
age. One  clerk  is  employed  and  a team 
is  used.  The  business  has  been  greatly 
increased  in  recent  years,  and  up-to- 
date  service  is  offered,  both  in  prompt 
delivery  and  in  the  complete  stock 
carried. 

Mr.  Lacey  has  lived  in  this  section 
of  the  city  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  Merchants’  association,  also  a 
number  of  fraternal  organizations,  and 
though  he  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
development  of  West  Fitchburg,  is  also 
identified  with  any  movement  that  pro- 
mises the  advancement  of  the  commu- 
nity in  general. 


As  the  automobile  business  is  com- 
paratively recent,  and  many  of  the  es- 
tablishments connected  with  the  trade 
are  structures  of  recent  date,  it  takes 
a particularly  attractive  and  commodi- 
ous garage  to  excite  surprise  or  com- 
ment. Yet  the  garage  of  Welch  & 
Suthergreen,  88  Lunenburg  street, 
elicits  admiration  from  everybody 
when  they  first  visit  it. 


It  is  not  only  the  capacity  of  the 
building  but  the  interior  lines,  the  office 
to  the  left  being  in  its  natural  loca- 
tion, while  a circular  effect  is  created 
on  the  opposite  side  by  the  fixtures 
in  place.  From  the  office,  even  though 
the  building  is  not  on  straight  lines, 
the  perspective  gives  its  entire  length, 
and  the  high  ceilings  and  width  of  the 
building  give  an  impression  of  immense 
area.  In  fact,  with  two  floors,  a capa- 
city of  twenty-five  thousand  square 
feet  is  utilized,  and  accommodations  are 
afforded  for  fifty  to  sixty  cars.  A brick 
exterior,  steel  beams  and  concrete 
floors  make  it  wholly  fireproof,  and  the 
plan  of  the  building  as  well  as  the  con- 
struction marks  it  as  one  of  the  finest 
garages  in  this  country,  an  opinion 
that  has  been  delivered  by  autoists  who 
have  been  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  workshop  is  in  the  rear  of  the 
office,  and  as  the  garage  is  conducted 
by  the  most  approved  methods,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  skilled  men  are 
employed.  Automobiles  are  made  and 
assembled  by  the  best  mechanics,  and 
in  the  repair  or  reassembling,  equally 
competent  men  should  be  employed 
This  is  the  rule  believed  in  and-  prac- 
ticed at  Welch  & Suthergreen's. 

Every  sort  of  auto  accessories  and 
supplies  is  handled  here,  and  the  visit- 
ing motorist  need  suffer  no  delay  If  he 
has  an  accident  or  breakdown  in  this 
vicinity.  Equipment,  tools  and  work- 
manship will  ne  at  his  service  and  re- 
sults are  guaranteed  at  this  garage. 

Welch  & Suthergreen  are  the  Wor- 
cester county  distributors  for  the  Peer- 
less Motor  Car  Co.,  and  have  a mag- 
nificent show  room  and  office  at  673 
Main  street,  Worcester,  which  they 
opened  less  than  one  year  after  open- 
ing their  local  depot.  They  are  push- 
ing this  car  with  an  amount  of  energy 
which  is  absolutely  sure  to  result  in 
a tremendous  increase  in  the  popular- 
ity for  which  it  is  already  famous.  One 
only  needs  to  ride  in  this  splendid  car 
to  fully  realize  how  fitting  is  their  fa- 
miliar phrase,  “All  that  the  name  im- 
plies.” 

The  Peerless  company  build  a full 
line  of  four  and  six-cylinder  cars, 
which  are  universally  conceded  to  have 
no  peer  for  durability  and  strength, 
and  to  have  no  equal  for  comfort  and 
luxury.  In  addition  to  their  extensive 
line  of  pleasure  cars,  they  build  a line 
of  trucks  which  have  become  recog- 
nized for  their  perfect  service  and 
wonderful  staying  qualities.  Every- 
one in  Fitchburg  is  now  familiar  with 
the  appearance  and  ability  of  these 
trucks;  as  they  are  seen  dally,  hustling 
around  the  city,  and  making  extensive 
trips  in  every  direction,  with  the  dis- 
tance unlimited. 


The  membership  of  this  concern  is 
such  as  to  insure  a continuance  of  the 
highest-class  operations  both  in  stock 
carried,  and  in  workmanship  in  differ- 
ent departments. 

F.  S.  Suthergreen  has  been  in  the 
automobile  business  almost  since  its 
inauguration.  He  owned  a car  as  far 
back  as  1899,  and  twelve  years  is  a 
long  record  for  an  automobllist.  He 


was  with  the  Peerless  company  as  a 
traveling  mechanical  expert,  and  repair 
department  manager  in  Boston. 

Mr.  Welch  has  too  many  interests 
in  this  city  to  need  mention,  and  the 
garage  is  built  on  the  property  ad- 
joining his  foundry.  It  was  first  used 
in  December,  1910,  and  has  been  kept 
very  busy  ever  since. 

The  prosperous  condition  which  this 
company  has  built  up  during  the  time 
they  have  been  in  business,  and  their 
plant,  stock,  facilities,  and  responsible 
management,  leave  no  room  for  doubt 
of  any  kind  regarding  their  continuous 
and  ultmate  success. 


REMINGTON  MFG.  CO. 

Automatic  Screw  Machine  Work 
Done  by  a Skilful  and 
Successful  Con- 
cern 

The  reputation  of  Fitchburg  as  a 
machine  city  means  more  than  many 
people  understand.  The  easily  gained 
impression  is  that  there  are  several 
large  manufacturing  companies  or 
foundries,  and  that  these  are  the  only 
resources  in  the  machine  trade.  But 
even  the  largest  concerns  must  call 
upon  auxiliary  plants  for  certain  oper- 
ations or  supplies,  and  Fitchburg  is 
especially  fortunate  in  having  a num- 
ber of  industries,  in  a way  related  to 
the  principal  ones,  and  yet  independent 
organizations  that  supply  much  trade 
outside  as  well  as  in  this  city. 

Among  such  desirable  concerns  may 
be  mentioned  the  Remington  Manu- 
facturing company,  located  in  the  rear 
of  1 Main  street,  among  a nest  of 
thriving  manufacturers  who  have  sep- 
arate and  important  fields. 

As  manufacturers  of  standard  and 
special  machinery  and  automatic  screw 
machine  work,  the  Remington  company 
caters  not  only  to  a local  trade  but  has 
customers  in  all  parts  of  New  England. 
The  company  has  been  organized  less 
than  six  years  and  its  products  have 
had  an  increasing  demand  that  has 
made  it  known  among  the  leading 
manufacturers  of  this  class  in  the 
East. 

As  the  makers  of  screw  machinery, 
the  Company  has  almost  unlimited  pat- 
terns and  there  is  no  design  that  may 
be  called  for  which  can  not  be  sup- 
plied here,  either  from  the  general 
stock  or  according  to  special  plans 
that  will  be  furnished. 

The  fact  that  a large  volume  of  busi- 
ness has  been  built  up  in  a compara- 


tively short  time,  is  the  accepted  proof 
of  the  superiority  of  the  goods  manu- 
factured. Tested  material  is  used  in 
the  production,  skilled  workmanship 
applied,  and  every  output  of  the  plant, 
reaches  a high  and  maintained  stand- 
ard before  it  leaves  the  premises. 

This  company  virtually  does  all  the 
screw  machinery  work  for  the  Slmonds 
Mfg.  Co.,  and  for  other  large  manufac- 
turing plants  in  this  city,  and  these 
transactions  are  about  half  the  trade  it 
attends  to,  the  remainder  consisting  of 
filling  orders  from  all  parts  of  New 
England. 

An  average  of  ten  men  is  employed 
and  the  company  is  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  treasurer,  J.  M.  Syme. 

The  officers  of 
the  corporation  are 

A.  M.  Remington, 
president;  J.  M. 
Syme,  treasurer; 

B.  Harley,  secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  Remington  is 
the  head  draughts- 
man and  mechani- 
cal engineer  of  Sim- 
onds  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
Mr.  Harley  Is  a 
foreman  at  that 
plant.  Mr.  Syme  is 
a screw  machinery 
expert,  and  since 
the  incorporation  of 
the  concern  has  de- 
voted his  ability 
and  energy  to  the 
development  of  the 
business,  with  en 
suing  and  commen- 
surate success. 

The  standing  of 
Mr.  Remington  and 
Mr.  Harley  in  man- 
ufacturing circles 
has  engendered 
confidence  and 
good-will  for  the 
corporation,  and 
since  its  formation  in  1906,  there  has 
been  unusual  and  continuous  progress, 
which  places  the  company  among  the 
sound  industries  in  our  city,  and  assists 
in  spreading  the  fame  of  Fitchburg  as 
an  industrial  centre. 


FRANK  H.  NUTE 

A Wall  Paper  and  Paint  House 
Showing  Up-to-date  Equip- 
ment and  Stock 

Though  some  concerns  handle  papers 
and  paints,  without  taking  contracts 
for  the  ensuing  work,  most  people  pre- 
fer to  trade  with  a house  that  not 
only  shows  a desirable  line  of  goods, 
but  is  prepared  to  perform  the  oper- 
ations for  which  they  are  intended.  In 
consequence  the  patronage  of  the  store 
of  Frank  H.  Nute  has  been  success- 
fully developed  in  a comparatively 
short  time,  and  the  fine  stock  carried, 
and  the  skill  of  the  workmen  employed, 
have  secured  many  fine  contracts. 

The  store  at  4 Summer  street  was 
opened  in  March,  1910,  though  Mr. 
Nute  had  been  a master  painter  in 
our  city  for  some  nine  years’  prior  to 
this  time.  Wall  papers  of  every  tex- 
ture, pattern  and  design  are  dealt  in, 
and  each  season  sees  the  newest  pro- 
duction of  the  manufacturers  displayed 
here  as  soon  as  they  are  off  the  press. 
The  premises  are  especially  bright  and 
attractive,  so  that  the  stock  can  be 
thoroughly  examined,  and  the  quality, 
color  and  pattern  closely  scrutinized. 

Moldings,  glass,  ready-mixed  paints 
and  painters’  supplies  are  handled,  and 
from  ten  to  fifteen  men  are  employed. 

The  firm  takes  contracts  for  Interior 
or  exterior  painting,  interior  decora- 
tions, etc.,  and  has  finished  some  of 
the  finest  residences  in  this  city,  Leom- 
inster, and  other  surrounding  towns. 

Mr.  Nute  has  been  a painter  for 
nearly  twenty-five  years,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  expert  and  thorough  indus- 
trial men  in  this  city.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  this  line  in  Fitchburg  for 
the  past  ten  years,  and  his  workman- 
ship has  gained  him  a reputation  in 
this  field  second  to  none,  With  the  fa- 
cilities afforded  by  his  » •'sent  retail 
establishment,  he  has  made  "particular 
progress  in  the  past  year,  and  his  con- 
cern is  the  only  exclusive  wall  paper 
and  paint  store  In  the  city  of  Fitch- 
burg, and  is  regarded  as  the  mosi  com- 
plete In  this  section.  Mr.  Nutt!  is  a 
tradesman  of  foresight  and  integrity, 
and  a citizen  who  is  interested  In  all 
efforts  for  the  advancement  of  this 
community. 
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JOHN  LAVOIE 

One  of  Most  Up-to-date  Grocery 
and  Meat  Stores  Under 
Enterprising  Pro- 
prietorship 

The  customer  of  today  not  only  de- 
mands a complete  stock  from  which 
to  make  his  selection,  but  requires 
pleasant  surroundings  in  which  to  do 
his  trading.  The  time  has  gone  by 
when  goods  can  be  stacked  in  any  old 
way,  and  only  the  merchants  who  real- 
ize this  attain  progress  and  success. 

The  store  of  John  Lavoie,  148-150 
Fairmount  street,  is  one  of  the  most 
up-to-date,  well  arranged  and  well 
stocked  in  the  Cleghorn  district,  and 
this  means  that  it  has  a proportionate 
patronage  and  a standing  among  the 
foremost  of  similar  concerns.  The 
building  is  bright  and  commodious,  and 
the  stocks  of  groceries  and  meats  are 
kept  apart  so  that  the  odors  from  one 
will  not  be  absorbed  by  the  other.  Bulk 
goods  are  kept  in  receptacles  closely 
covered,  or  in  air-tight  drawers,  so 
that  no  dust  or  other  accumulations 
can  enter  and  the  purity  of  the  com- 
modities is  kept  unalloyed. 

For  the  housekeeper  who  orders  at 
Lavoie’s  there  is  no  disappointment 
Not  only  are  all  lines  of  fresh  and  cured 
meats  carried,  but  staple  and  fancy 
groceries  of  guaranteed  brands,  canned 
goods  from  the  most  reliable  packers, 
cereals  and  prepared,  foods,  fresh  veg- 
etables, provisions  and  fruits,  each  line 
being  chosen  for  its  high  quality.  As 
the  business  of  this  concern  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  in  this  part  of  our 
city,  to  attend  to  all  orders  promptly 
four  men  are  employed  and  two  teams 
used. 

Mr.  Lavoie,  who  has  been  a resident 
of  Fitchburg  for  some  twenty-two 
years,  has  been  in  the  retail  trade  in 
this  section  for  the  past  fifteen  years, 
and  has  been  located  on  his  present 
desirable  premises  for  six  years.  In  his 
successful  mercantile  career  he  has  al- 
ways followed  the  motto,  square  dealing 
and  fair  prices,  and  the  satltsfactory 
service  he  has  given  has  led  to  conti- 
nuous expansion  and  increasing  pa- 
tronage. 

Mr.  Lavoie  is  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ness men  of  the  Cleghorn  district,  and 
a citizen  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
the  community  in  general. 


P.  A.  PORTER 

Up-to-Date  and  Largely  Increasing  Busi- 
ness Carried  on  at  Old  Car  Stables 

Few  lines  of  trade  in  Fitchburg  have 
in  such  a short  time  reached  the  import- 
ance of  the  wood  business  carried  on  by 
P.  A.  Porter.  The  old  car  barn  on  River 
street  is  the  headquarters  of  this  busi- 
ness, and  though  this  property  had  pre- 
viously been  idle  for  some  time  the 
success  achieved  by  Mr.  Porter  indi- 
cates that  it  is  a very  desirable  loca- 
tion. It  must  be  allowed,  however, 
that  location  is  by  no  means  respon- 
sible for  all  that  has  been  accom- 
plished, for  Mr.  Porter  has  placed  in 
stock  one  of  the  largest  quantities  of 
fuel  handled  by  any  one  concern  in 
this  city.  Long  and  short  wood  is  sold, 
and  sawed  or  split  wood  is  delivered 
in  any  quantity  ordered.  A saw  oper- 
ated by  electricity  is  installed,  and  a 
splitting  machine  will  be  among  the 
improvements  to  be  made  this  year. 

Orders  for  coal  are  received  and 
filled.  So  that  this  firm  can  supply  any 
demands  for  fuel. 

The  former  car  barn  is  used  for  the 
storage  of  dry  wood,  and  nearly  an  acre 
of  surrounding  land  is  also  piled  with 
wood  of  various  kinds. 

The  stable  formerly  housing  the 
horses  of  the  car  company  is  used  for 
sales,  exchange,  feeding,  and  baiting. 
Jobbing  and  teaming  is  also  done,  five 
teams  being  kept  in  commission,  and 
six  or  seven  men  employed. 

Mr.  Porter  was  formerly  engaged  in 
farming  on  Stickney  road.  West  Fitch- 
burg, and  had  several  milk  routes 
through  the  city.  In  May,  last  year, 
he  secured  the  premises  he  now  oc- 
cupies and  in  an  unusually  short  time 
has  built  up  a volume  of  trade  that  it 
often  takes  business  men  many  years 
to  acquire.  Fair  dealing  and  fair 
prices  are  largely  responsible,  and  Mr. 
Porter  has  won  a decided  reputation 
for  his  enterprise  and  ability,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  his  straight- 
forwardness and  integrity. 


The  Fay  club,  leading  social  organ- 
ization of  business  and  professional 
men,  is  the  recent  successor,  in  name 
only,  of  the  long  established  Park 
club.  Resident  in  a truly  palatial  club- 
house, once  the  home  of  the  late 
George  F.  Fay,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Park  club,  it  is  circumstanced  as 
are  but  few  clubs  outside  the  large 


cities.  A handsomely  furnished  club- 
house meets  every  demand  of  this  so- 
cial side  of  men’s  lives.  Its  cafe  is  an 
added  and  valuable  feature  of  its 
equipment,  supplying  many  opportuni- 
ties hitherto  lacking  in  the  city.  Its 
total  membership  is  over  300,  and  is 
rapidly  increasing,  and  a substantial 
waiting  list  indicates  the  value  of  its 
privileges,  coveted  by  residents  and 
non-residents  alike. 

The  Columbian  and  Exchange  clubs 
are  two  others  of  almost  wholly  differ- 
ent membership,  and  these  complete 
the  total  of  purely  social  clubs. 

The  Fitchburg  Historical  society  oc- 
cupies the  place  its  name  suggests.  A 
small  but  zealous  membership  has 
worked  long  under  the  handicap  of 
homelessness,  but  that  is  now  very  for- 
tunately removed,  for  the  very  in- 
tensive zeal  of  its  scant  membership 
has  just  completed  a handsome  fire- 
proof building  where  local  archives 
and  treasures  can  and  will  be  safely 
housed  in  orderly  arrangement,  and  its 
work  will  prosper  accordingly.  The 
field  of  its  work  is  by  no  means  wholly 
tilled. 

The  Fitchburg  Sportsman’s  club,  the 
Alpine  Golf  club,  Wachusett  Tennis 
club,  Fitchburg  Cricket  club,  are  dem- 
ocratic in  membership  and  busy  in 
their  activities.  The  Golf  club  has  fine 
links  and  two  clubhouses. 

The  three  great  professions — law, 
medicine  and  ministry — are  severally 
organized.  The  Fitchburg  Bar  Asso- 
ciation numbers  the  legal  lights  of 
Fitchburg  and  Leominster,  while  its 
members  are  substantially  all  members 
of  the  Worcester  County  Bar  associa- 
tion, and  some  of  them  members  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Bar  association. 
The  Fitchburg  Medical  club  carries  on 
its  rolls  nearly  all  the  local  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  both  schools,  and  the 
Worcester  North  District  Medical  so- 
ciety includes  virtually  all  these  men 
in  the  district  named.  The 
Fitchburg  Society  for  Medical  Improve- 
ment is  yet  another.  The  Fitchburg 
Ministerial  association  admits  to  its 
membership  members  of  the  cloth 
from  this  city  and  contiguous  towns, 
and  has  done  a valuable  work  in  raz- 
ing the  walls  of  too  rigid  sectarianism, 
ana  in  bringing  about  federated  efforts 
in  many  important  directions. 

The  Fitchburg  Woman’s  club  has 
won  state-wide  recognition  by  its 


splendid  work,  and  has  been  especially 
potent  in  civic  betterment  here  in 
Fitchburg,  in  philanthropies  and  in 
educational  stimulation  in  special  di- 
rections. It  has  enriched  the  commu- 
nity the  while  serving  its  members. 

The  Fitchburg  Teachers’  association 
has  for  its  single  object  the  exaltation 
of  the  profession  its  members  adorn. 


and  that  it  has  raised  the  standard  of 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  is  pat- 
ent to  all  who  have  any  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  this  department  of  com- 
munity interest. 

Several  lines  of  business  are  organ- 
ized, the  druggists,  insurance  agents, 
grocers,  milk  producers  and  dealers, 
liquor  dealers,  contractors  and  build- 
ers being  the  principal  ones.  The  Man- 
ufacturers’ club  was  potent  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  industrial  course  at 
the  high  school,  of  which  detailed  men- 
tion is  elsewhere  made. 


HASSETT  & CO. 

Pharmacy  That  Maintains  the  Old 
Prestige  for  Reliability  and 
Carefulness  in  Its 
Transactions 

The  confidence  of  the  public  is  a 
notable  asset  of  any  business,  but  it  is 
particularly  to  be  desired  in  the  phar- 
maceutical trade,  since  much  more 
depends  upon  a druggist’s  transactions 
than  upon  the  ordinary  retailer’s.  Con- 
fidence has  always  been  an  asset  of 
Hassett  & Co.’s  store,  166  Main  street, 
both  under  the  present  proprietorship 
of  the  present  firm  and  their  predeces- 
sor, and  in  consequence  this  establish- 
ment has  a steady  trade  which  has 
complete  reliance  upon  the  stock  car- 
ried and  the  service  given. 

The  store  occupies  one  of  the  most 
central  locations  in  our  city,  and  has 
been  devoted  to  the  drug  trade  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  the  present  firm 
buying  out  in  December,  1908,  F.  S. 
btone,  who  had  been  located  here  for 
seventeen  years. 

Drugs  and  chemicals  of  standard 
quality  and  recommended  value,  are 
dealt  in,  druggists’  sundries,  propri- 
etary articles  and  remedies,  house- 
hold remedies  and  sick  room  supplies, 
rubber  goods  and  other  utensils  needed 
for  physical  ailments. 

Prescriptions  are  compounded  ex- 
pertly and  accurately,  and  there  is 
never  a thought  of  substitution  or  a 
suggestion  of  "we  have  something 
just  as  good.’’ 


Toilet  articles,  fancy  goods,  soda, 
cigars  and  confectionery  and  other  ac- 
cessories of  a first-class  drug  store  are 
carried  here,  and  each  department  la 
kept  complete  by  constant  renewals  of 
stock. 

T.  B.  Hassett  has  been  a registered 
druggist  since  1905,  and  had  previously 
been  employed  in  the  drug  business. 
He  had  held  responsible  positions  in 
Boston  and  Newton,  but  returned  to 
his  home  town  to  enter  business  for 
himself.  In  the  past  two  and  a half 
years,  he  has  demonstrated  his  ability 
and  progressiveness  in  the  conduct  of 
this  store,  has  retained  the  patrons 
who  had  confidence  in  the  earlier  pro- 
prietor, and  has  added  new  ones  on  his 
own  account. 

Mr.  Hassett  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  promising  young  business  men  of 
Fitchburg,  and  the  results  he  has  ac- 
complished in  a comparatively  short 
time,  seem  but  an  indication  of  what 
may  be  his  future  success. 


J.  B.  BLANCHARD 

New  and  Second-Hand  Furniture 
Handled  Extensively  by 
This  Enterprising 
Dealer 

In  these  days  of  high  living  any 
economical  manner  of  existing  is  appre- 
ciated by  people  who  would  like  to  lay 
by  something  for  a rainy  day.  It  is 
to  such  thrifty  people  that  a new  and 
second-hand  furniture  store  appeals, 
for  no  matter  whether  a family  has 
been  housekeeping  for  years  or 
whether  they  are  just  beginning,  there 
is  always  something  needed  for  the 
home;  and  to  get  it  at  the  lowest  price 
possible  is  a policy  that  any  wise  per- 
son designs  to  follow. 

Such  people  look  to  J.  B.  Blanchard, 
the  new  and  second-hand  furniture 
dealer  at  337  Main  street.  Everything 
that  is  needed  in  the  household  is  car- 
ried here,  and  though  the  stock  is 
chiefiy  second-hand  goods,  the  wisest 
person  would  hardly  realize  this,  for 
all  goods  that  are  brought  to  the  store 
are  expertly  overhauled;  furniture  is 
scraped,  varnished  and  finished,  also 
repaired  and  strengthened,  so  that  in 
effect  the  furniture  sold  is  really  new 
goods,  looks  well,  and  will  last  quite  as 
long  as  if  it  had  just  come  from  the 
manufacturers. 

Stoves  and  ranges  are  also  dealt  in 
and  new  goods  in  this  line  are  shown 
as  well  as  second-hand  ones.  The 
cookers  and  heaters  are  kept  in  the 
best  possible  condition  and  there  Is 
nothing  to  show  that  old  ones  have 
ever  been  used,  while  the  new  ones 
are  among  the  best  and  of  the  most 
reasonable  cost  of  any  on  the  market. 

Desks,  cabinets,  tabourettes  and 
other  pieces  of  furniture  that  cannot 
ordinarily  be  afforded  by  working  peo- 
ple are  shown  here  at  a price  that 
makes  them  obtainable  by  all. 

Two  or  three  men  are  employed. 
Deliveries  are  made  to  all  parts  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  the  proprietor,  has 
been  located  here  for  the  past  eleven 
years  and  has  consistently  built  up  his 
business  by  square  dealing,  low  prices, 
and  accommodating  service.  His  guar- 
antee may  always  be  accepted  and  he 
has  the  confidence  of  his  many  pa- 
trons. He  is,  in  fact,  regarded  as  an 
upright  business  man,  whose  integ- 
rity is  shown  not  only  in  business 
transactions  but  in  all  relations  which 
ho  has  with  the  public  generally. 


FRATERNITIES 

The  “secret  society”  and  "fraternal 
order”  devotee  need  lack  nothing  in 
way  of  proper  opportunity  to  ally  him- 
self with  such  organizations  as  will 
gratify  his  interests  and  meet  his  needs 
in  the  directions  which  these  social 
and  benefit  orders  serve. 

The  labor  unions — secret  in  a degree 
and  collateral  in  part  to  the  purely 
secret  bodies — being  rightly  Included 
under  this  head,  bring  the  total  up  to 
151  different  bodies. 

There  are  orders  purely  sectarian 
and  mixed,  others  admitting  men  and 
women  jointly,  still  others  whose  mem- 
bers are  only  women. 

The  social  instincts  of  hundreds,  not 
to  say  thousands,  of  men  and  women 
who  have  come  from  many  foreign 
lands  find  expression  in  a considerable 
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multiplicity  of  organizations  among 
their  own  people. 

Military  and  allied  organizations  are 
also  well  supported,  and  every  kind  of 
endeavor  undertaken  by  them  all  is 
zealously  fostered.  Could  the  sum  to- 
tal of  religious,  moral,  patriotic,  phil- 
anthropic and  personal  service  they 
render  be  measured  it  would  be  found 
to  represent  an  enormous  factor  in  the 
well-being  of  the  community. 


ALBERT  C.  FERRY 

Electrical  Contractor  Who  Has 
Gained  Splendid  Success 
in  the  Nearly  Four 
Years  Past 

In  May,  1908,  the  electrical  contract- 
ing and  supply  business  that  had  for 
three  years  previously  been  conducted 
by  Mr.  Niven  at  29  Blossom  street, 
was  bought  out  by  Albert  C.  Ferry. 
The  new  proprietor,  having  had  a pre- 
vious training  and  experience  in  the 
electrical  field,  soon  became  known  for 
his  thorough  and  efficient  operations, 
so  that  larger  and  more  important 
contracts  were  subsequently  entrusted 
to  him,  and  he  has  become  known  as 
one  of  the  leading  men  in  this  field. 

The  facilities  which  Mr.  Ferry  has 
at  command,  and  the  workmanship  of 
which  he  is  best  capable  was  demon- 
strated in  his  most  recent  contract  of 
Importance,  the  equipping  of  the  Fa- 
lulah  paper  mills  for  electric  power, 
to  be  supplied  by  the  Connecticut 
River  Power  Co.  As  the  horse-power 
to  be  used  by  the  Falulah  mills  is  one 


ALBERT  C.  FERRY 

of  the  largest  Installations  that  has 
been  contracted  for  with  the  Connecti- 
cut River  Power  Co.,  the  extent  of 
the  wiring  job  may  be  estimated,  also 
the  reputation  which  aided  Mr.  Ferry 
to  secure  this  work,  and  the  workman- 
ship which  enabled  him  to  fulfil  the 
contract  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  Ferry  also  installed  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Burbank  hospital  nurses' 
home,  and  executed  the  lighting  con- 
tract for  the  French  Catholic  school 
in  Leominster. 

All  sorts  of  wiring  is  done  by  this 
concern,  and  numerous  residences, 
business  places,  and  mills,  have  been 
wired  by  him  for  lighting  or  power,  or 
for  the  various  other  purposes  for 
which  electricity  has  now  been  applied. 

Gas  and  electric  supplies  are  dealt 
in  at  the  Blossom  street  store,  and  any 
plan  submitted  to  this  concern  will  be 
expertly  considered,  and  estimates  fur- 
nished. 

Mr.  Ferry  is  a graduate  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Institute  of  Technology,  and 
had  been  in  power  work  several  years 
before  locating  in  Fitchburg.  He  was 
also  employed  in  the  engineering  de- 
partment of  the  New  England  Tele- 
phone Co.,  so  that  technically  and  prac- 
tically he  was  well  fitted  for  the  super- 
vision and  proprietorship  of  his  pres- 
ent business. 

His  success  has  been  gained  through 
this  abilitj',  combined  with  straight- 
forward methods,  and  he  thoroughly 
deserves  the  standing  and  patronage 
which  he  has  obtained. 

Mr.  Ferry  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  Merchants’  Association, 
and  is  heartily  in  accord  with  all 
movements  for  the  benefit  and  welfare 
of  our  city. 


H.  E.  REMINGTON  & CO. 

Wholesale  Paper  Dealers  and  Book  Manufac- 
turers Cover  Extensive  Territory 


There  are  certain  definite  reasons 
why  some  wholesale  concerns  should 
locate  in  Fitchburg  and  build  up  an 
advantageous  patronage  and  success. 
Our  city  is  the  natural  center  for  va- 
rious lines  of  trade,  but  it  must  be 
allowed  that  it  really  has  no  natural 
facilities  in  some  other  fields.  Conse- 


quently when  such  concerns  as  H.  E. 
Remington  & Co.  have  built  up  such 
a reputation  and  patronage  as  this 
one  has,  the  credit  must  be  given  to 
the  men  who  have  handled  the  busi- 
ness, and  not  to  any  favorable  circum- 
stances afforded  by  its  surroundings. 

If  a person  were  looking  for  some 
sort  of  a machine  or  a particular  man- 
ufacture of  textile  goods,  he  might 
naturally  turn  to  Fitchburg,  but  to 
attract  trade  in  stationery,  wrapping 
paper,  office  and  merchandise  supplies, 
the  firm  engaged  in  this  field  must  do 
its  own  exploiting,  and  depend  entirely 
upon  the  service  it  can  give. 

The  extensive  business  of  H.  E. 
Remington  & Co.,  356  Main  street,  has 
been  built  up  solely  by  merit.  It  is 
one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind 
in  the  state,  occupies  the  most  exten- 
sive premises  devoted  to  such  oper- 
ations in  Worcester  county,  and  has 
a trade  that  extends  as  far  as  Rutland, 
and  White  River  Junction,  Vt.,  having 
dealings  of  course  in  various  parts 
of  Massachusetts,  and  also  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut 

The  street  floor  occupied  by  the  con- 
cern, carries  for  retail  consumers  the 
articles  handled  in  larger  quantity  for 
wholesale  traders — blank  books  of 
every  kind,  stationery  in  bulk  or  boxes, 
wrapping  paper  and  twine,  brooms, 
baskets,  wooden  ware,  etc. 

A bindery  is  also  a feature  of  this 
concern’s  business,  and  this  depart- 
ment is  located  in  new  and  enlarged 
quarters  in  the  building  adjoining  the 
main  store.  Ten  people  are  employed 
here,  and  ruling,  loose-leaf  work  and 
book  binding  are  done  expertly,  for 
the  trade  of  this  city,  and  considerable 
other  territory  has  its  particular  work 
in  these  lines  turned  out  here. 

The  main  salesroom  has  one  of  the 
largest  stocks  shown  by  any  similar 
concern  in  this  county.  Beside  paper 
and  such  materials,  pipes  of  various 
woods  and  designs  are  dealt  in,  new 
novels  and  other  publications,  religious 
articles,  etc. 

This  store  is  95  feet  deep  and  45 
feet  wide;  two  basements  of  that  pro- 
portion are  completely  stocked  with 
paper  and  other  merchandise  for  the 
wholesale  trade;  a storehouse  in  the 
rear  is  also  occupied,  and  the  state- 
ment of  traveling  men  is  that  one  of 
the  large  stocks  of  New  England  is 
carried  by  this  house. 

The  foundation  of  this  business  was 
laid  over  sixty  years  ago,  and  the  pres- 
ent proprietor,  H.  E.  Remington,  has 
been  connected  with  it  since  August, 
1882.  Mr.  Remington  became  a part- 
ner with  Ernest  N.  Cummings,  who 
was  one  of  the  early  promoters  of  the 
concern.  In  June,  1903,  Mr.  Cummings 
retired,  and  the  property  and  respon- 
sibility have  since  devolved  upon  Mr. 
Remington.  His  continued  association 


with  the  business  has  given  him  most 
thorough  and  practical  experience,  and 
his  enterprising  and  upright  methods 
of  doing  business  have  been  effective 
in  maintaining  the  high  reputation  of 
the  concern  among  old  patrons,  and 
have  been  instrumental  in  securing 
new  ones. 


The  establishment  adds  to  the  va- 
riety of  mercantile  interests  that  are 
carried  on  in  Fitchburg,  bringing  it 
into  prominence  in  this  field,  and  the 
sound  reputation  and  prestige  which 
the  concern  of  H.  E.  Remington  & 
Co.  enjoys  is  creditable  to  our  com- 
munity as  well  as  to  the  gentleman 
who  has  brought  it  to  such  a state  of 
prominence  and  prosperity. 


COUTURE  & SON 

Wood  and  Coal  Dealers  Covering 
the  Field  Fully  and  Satis- 
factorily in  Cleghom 
District 

While  that  part  of  our  city  known  as 
the  Cleghorn  district  is  naturally  af- 
filliated  with  every  movement  and  in- 


terest of  Fitchburg,  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  there  is  nevertheless  a certain 
neighborhood  feeling  and  pride  in  what 
this  section  accomplishes  for  itself, 
especially  in  mercantile  pursuits. 

It  is  a fact  that  practically  every 
line  of  business  is  now  represented  in 
this  section,  and  in  complete  facilities 
provided  there  is  probably  no  firm 


better  known  or  conducted  than  the 
wood  and  coal  concern  of  Couture  & 
Son,  with  office  at  the  corner  of  Cleg- 
horn  and  Clarendon  streets,  and  yards 
that  occupy  more  than  an  acre  of 
ground  in  this  locality. 

Long,  short,  and  basket  wood  is  dealt 
in,  and  all  kinds  that  are  desirable  for 
fuel  purposes  are  handled  here  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  meet  any  and 
all  demands.  The  newest  equipment 
for  sawing  and  splitting  wood,  driven 
by  electric  motor,  is  operated,  by  which 
a great  deal  of  work  of  this  kind  is 
accomplished  most  economically. 

The  famous  Lackawanna  coal  is  the 
anthracite  fuel  that  is  handled  here, 
and  Couture  & Son  have  a spur  track 
that  comes  through  the  Parkhlll  Man- 
ufacturing Co.’s  yard  whereby  con- 
signments are  unloaded  into  their  own 
sheds  along  the  railroad.  Such  con- 
veniences, of  course,  facilitate  the 
transactions  and  eliminate  all  extra 
expense  in  transportation  or  hauling. 

Jobbing  of  all  kinds  is  done  by  this 
concern  at  short  notice,  the  equipment 
of  the  firm  for  its  many  dealings  In- 
cluding two  double  teams  and  three 
single  rigs,  and  nine  or  ten  men  are 
employed. 

The  coal  and  wood  business,  now  of 
extensive  proportions,  was  established 
by  Edward  Couture  eight  years  ago, 
and  a year  later  his  son,  Omer,  was 
admitted  to  partnership.  The  begin- 
ning of  the  business  was  modest,  but 
square  dealings,  reliability  in  all  trans- 
actions and  improved  facilities,  have 
resulted  in  an  annually  increasing  pat- 
ronage, and  the  enterprise  has  become 
one  of  the  most  important  in  this  part 
of  the  city. 

This  concern  has  recently  branched 
out  into  the  ice  business  and  thus  far 
has  been  very  successful.  They  de- 
liver all  over  the  city,  and  their  prices 
are  identical  with  other  dealers;  one 
team  is  kept  busy  all  the  time. 

The  Messrs.  Couture  have  been  res- 
idents of  Fitchburg  for  fourteen  years, 
and  beside  constituting  a sound  and 
progressive  industrial  concern,  they 
are  citizens  who  are  interested  in  pub- 
lic-spirited affairs,  and  do  their  part 
for  the  welfare  and  development  of  this 
community. 


1912  CITY  COUNCIL 

The  Men  Who  Control  Municipal  Affairs 
For  the  Current  Year 

Fitchburg’s  city  council  for  1912  con- 
sists of  the  following  members  in  the 
two  boards: 

Mayor,  Frank  O.  Hardy.  Aldermen; 
Gardner  K.  Hudson,  Ward  1;  Frank  P. 
Allen,  Ward  2;  Frank  H.  Foss,  presi- 
dent, Ward  3;  James  Piggott,  Ward  4; 
Joel  Joel,  Ward  5;  Frederick  W. 
Pierce,  Ward  6. 

Common  Council:  Ward  1,  John  W. 
Dooling,  president,  Fred  Walsh,  Michael 
F.  O’Neill;  Ward  2,  Francis  H.  Taylor, 


Victor  Guay,  Hugo  Moschner;  Ward  3, 
Edward  A.  Mclntlre,  Benjamin  F.  Mc- 
Cauliff,  Harold  E.  Dempsey:  Ward  4, 
Percy  B.  Hitchcock,  Forrest  G.  Smith, 
Howard  C.  Rudderham;  Ward  5,  Ly- 
man E.  Newton,  Carl  B.  Joel,  Thatcher 
R.  Rich,  Jr.;  Ward  6,  Napoleon  J. 
Cadorette,  Thomas  H.  Powers,  Joseph 
W.  Dempsey. 
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A Modem  System  For  Collecting  and  Disposing 

of  Sewage 
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Fitchburg  is  now  engaged  in  the  pre- 
liminary work  attendant  upon  its 
greatest  single  engineering  and  sani- 
tary problem,  the  construction  of  an 
improved  sewage  disposal  system.  For 
the  past  16  years,  fairly  continuous 
agitation  of  the  great  problem  has  been 
carried  on,  and  the  successive  steps 
leading  up  to  the  legislative  act  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a board  of 
sewage  disposal  commissioners,  and 
the  act  authorizing  the  city  to  establish 
a system  of  sewage  disposal,  are  still 
fresh  in  mind. 

A million  dollars  is  a conservative 
estimate  of  the  total  ultimate  cost  of 
the  undertaking,  and  it  is  well  for 
Fitchburg  that  the  expenditure  of  such 
a sum  of  money  on  a system  of  such 
Importance  to  the  health  and  well-be- 
ing of  her  people  rests  in  efficient 
hands.  The  sewage  commission  and 
Its  engineering  staff  combine  practical 
business  and  engineering  ability  coun- 
try-wide In  reputation. 

Hon.  Arthur  H.  Lowe,  chairman  of 
the  commission,  is  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  the  great  cotton  manufactur- 
ing industry  of  the  country,  head  of 
the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  company 
in  this  city,  and  the  great  Lancaster 
Mills  in  Clinton.  He  has  also  been 
largely  interested  In  the  injection  of 
the  northern  progressive  spirit  into  the 
cotton  manufacturing  centers  in  the 
awakening  South.  David  M.  Dillon,  the 
second  member  named  on  the  board,  is 
one  of  Fitchburg’s  soundest  and  most 
widely  interested  manufacturers.  He 
has  built  up  from  a small  beginning 
the  extensive  D.  M.  Dillon  Boiler  works 
and  his  name  is  known  the  world  over 
where  boilers  are  used.  Daniel  A. 
Boyle,  the  other  member,  is  one  of  the 
city’s  leading  retail  merchants  and  Is 
largely  interested  In  other  business 
lines  and  in  real  estate,  and  he  brings 
to  the  work  marked  ability. 

David  A.  Hartwell,  chief  engineeer  of 
the  commission,  was  selected  wisely, 
for  he  had  been  city  engineer  for  20 
years,  and  during  practically  all  of 
that  time  the  question  of  sewage  dis- 
posal had  been  before  him  for  study. 
His  skill  in  engineering  and  his  fami- 
liarity with  the  local  conditions  made 
him  an  ideal  choice  for  the  important 
position.  Harrison  P.  Eddy  of  Worces- 
ter, many  years  superintendent  of  sew- 
ers in  that  city,  was  selected  as  con- 
sulting engineer.  His  reputation  is  In- 
ternational, and  In  the  past  few  years 
he  has  undertaken  the  solution  of  san- 
itation problems  of  staggering  Impor- 
tance. Albertus  M.  Jackson,  for  many 
years  superintendent  of  streets  and 
sewers  in  Leominster,  has  been  given 
the  position  of  assistant  superintendent 
of  sewers.  He  has  charge  under  Chief 
Engineer  Hartwell  of  the  day  labor 
force.  Drafting  engineers  and  experts 
to  have  charge  of  field  parties  have 
been  selected  by  the  commissioners  and 
the  organization  is  now  complete  in  all 
Its  detail. 

With  such  a commission  combined 
with  such  an  engineering  staff  Fitch- 
burg Is  resting  easy  In  the  conviction 
that  the  work  will  be  well  done.  The 
officials  are  careful  in  their  delibera- 
tions and  look  into  both  sides  of  every 
question  to  make  sure  they  are  right 
before  going  ahead.  Already  the  city 
council  has  authorized  the  Issuance  of 
1100,000  in  serial  bonds  for  the  im- 
proved sewer  system.  This  sum  will  be 
sufficient  to  meet  all  expenses  which 
will  be  incurred  this  year,  but  another 
loan  may  be  necessary  In  1912. 

A thorough  study  of  the  vital  sew- 
age disposal  problem  was  made  by  the 
engineers  soon  after  organization  was 
perfected.  The  commissioners  and  the 
engineers  vlsted  several  disposal  plants 
In  other  cities  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  conditions  that  exist  else- 
where and  to  adopt  such  suggestions 
as  they  deemed  advisable. 

The  new  municipal  department,  on 
May  1,  1911,  assumed  charge  of  the 
construction,  maintenance,  care  and 
repair  of  all  drains  and  sewers  in  city 
streets.  This  work  had  been  executed 


heretofore  by  the  highway  department 
under  the  supervision  of  the  street 
commissioners.  All  sewers  which  have 
been  ordered  by  the  board  of  aldermen 
since  May  1 have  been  built  by  Assis- 
tant Superintendent  Jackson.  Improve- 
ments have  been  made  and  consider- 
able repair  work  performed  since  the 
commission  assumed  control  of  the 
present  sewer  system,  which  comprises 
approximately  42  miles  of  sewers. 

A portion  of  the  main  intercepting  or 
trunk  sewer  has  been  completed  this 
year.  Construction  on  the  great  con- 
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Crete  tube,  the  function  of  which  will 
be  to  carry  sewage  from  all  parts  of 
the  city  to  the  disposal  plant,  will  be 
continued  next  year. 

The  main  trunk  <sewer,  which  is  to 
be  connected  with  branch  sewers  now 
in  use,  is  being  built  in  sections.  The 
tube  is  48  inches  in  diameter  and  the 
engineers  estimate  that  it  will  be  large 
enough  to  take  care  of  the  sewage  of 
Fitchburg  for  many  years  to  come. 
Section  3,  from  Putnam  street  to  the 
Nashua  river  near  the  lower  end  of  the 
Dillon  boiler  works,  2900  feet,  has  been 
completed  by  McCarthy  & Walsh,  East 
Boston  contractors.  Little  & Seretto, 
Boston  and  Leominster  contractors,  are 
making  rapid  progress  on  Section  2A, 
which  begins  at  the  lower  terminus  of 
Section  3,  and  extends  to  a point  near 
the  Hollow  Mill  crossing,  2870  feet.  This 
section,  under  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, will  be  finished  by  July  15,  1912. 
A course  for  Section  1 is  being  studied 
by  the  engineers. 

Eventually  the  trunk  line  extends 
from  Waite’s  corner  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  to  the  filtration  area, 
which  consists  of  approximately  16 
acres  of  land  of  comparatively  uniform 
elevation,  well  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
it  is  situated  in  what  is  called  the  Fa- 
lulah  district,  partly  in  Fitchburg,  and 
partly  In  Lunenburg  and  adjoining  the 
Leominster  line.  This  land  has  been 
taken  by  virtue  of  a legislative  act 
giving  the  city  that  authority. 

The  department  has  also  purchased 
the  land  and  buildings  on  Water  street 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Walker  Soap 
shop,  to  be  used  as  a storage  yard.  It 
Is  centrally  located,  close  to  the  rail- 
road. Plans  have  been  made  for  the 
erection  of  a spur  track  to  the  yards, 
and  the  erection  of  substantial  depart- 
ment buildings  is  under  consideration. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  the  sew- 
age, after  it  reaches  the  filtration 
area,  has  not  been  definitely  determin- 
ed, but  it  Is  generally  believed  that  the 
intermittent  and  filtration  method, 
which  has  been  tried  and  not  found 
wanting,  will  be  selected.  The  method 
to  be  adopted  must  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  state  board  of  health  and 


the  scheme  suggested  is  favored  by  the 
state  officials  as  the  majority  of  the 
chemical  purification  and  other  scienti- 
fic plans  are  practically  in  the  experi- 
mental stage. 

The  present  sewer  system,  not  in- 
cluding the  trunk  line,  will  ultimately 
be  changed  from  what  is  known  as  the 
combined  system,  which  carries  house 
sewage  and  surface  or  storm  water  in 
the  same  channels,  to  the  separate  sys- 
tem. 

The  method  of  disposal,  separation 
of  storm  water,  treatment  of  mill 
waste,  diversion  of  Punch  brook,  and 
other  questions  of  an  engineering  na- 
ture which  will  have  to  be  solved  be- 
fore the  city  of  Fitchburg  does  its  part 
in  eliminating  pollution  of  the  north 
branch  of  the  Nashua  river,  are  in  a 
fair  way  to  be  settled  before  long.  An 
excellent  start  has  been  made,  and 
Fitchburg  will  have  in  a few  years 
a sewage  disposal  system  adequate  to 
its  needs  for  a century,  if  not  longer. 


DR.  FRED’K  P.  SLATTERY 

Dentist  Who  Has  Had  Seven 
Years’  Experience,  Includ- 
ing Four  in  This 
City 

While  the  lengrth  of  time  a man  or 
concern  has  been  in  business  is  an  as- 
set, it  is  by  no  means  the  only  or  most 
important  one,  since  improvements  in 
any  industry  or  profession  are  most 
likely  to  be  practiced  by  those  who  have 
more  lately  entered  the  field.  In  the 
profession  of  dentistry  there  have  been 
many  discoveries  and  inventions  In  re- 
cent years,  and  these  are  of  course 
more  readily  taken  advantage  of  by  re- 
cent graduates. 

Among  these  in  Fitchburg,  Is  Dr. 
Frederick  P.  Slattery,  with  office  at 
246  Main  street,  who  has  one  of  the 
finest  equipments  for  dental  operations 
in  our  city. 

Dr.  Slattery  was  graduated  from  the 
Philadelphia  College  in  1905,  with  pre- 
vious education  at  Willlston  seminary, 
Easthampton.  He  took  a post-grad- 
uate course  at  Tufts  college,  and  in 
the  two  years  succeeding  gained  a 
practical  experience  in  his  profession 
in  an  office  in  Bridgeport,  Ct. 

Four  years  ago  he  located  in  Fitch- 
burg, and  early  In  1911  moved  his  office 
into  particularly  pleasant  rooms  over 
the  Fitchburg  Drug  Co.  The  rooms  are 
so  charmingly  and  tastefully  furnished 
that  patients  are  entertained  while 
waiting. 

Dr.  Slattery’s  workmanship  has  also 
met  with  commendation.  Technically 
and  educationally  he  Is  especially  well 
trained,  and  the  highest  service  In  the 
treatment  of  the  teeth  is  performed  by 
him.  He  has  had  an  increasingly  large 
patronage  since  he  became  established 
in  our  city,  and  has  won  deserved  ap- 
preciation personally  as  well  as  pro- 
fessionally. 


ROY  O.  LITTLEHALE 


Long  Established  Day  Street  Business 
Continues  Successful 
Neighborhood  to  the  railroad  sta- 
tions and  to  many  of  the  large  Indus- 
tries, together  with  the  fiow  of  cur- 
rents of  population,  which  cannot  al- 
ways be  explained  but  nevertheless  are 
evident,  has  made  the  section  of  which 
Day  street  is  the  main  artery  one  of 
the  most  densely  Inhabited  in  the  city. 
This  is  reason  enough  for  Its  selection 
as  a good  point  for  the  sale  of  grocer- 
ies, for  whatever  else  this  large  popu- 
lation may  buy,  something  to  eat  Is 
a frequent  and  pressing  necessity. 


The  grocery  under  the  proprietorship 
of  Roy  O.  Littlehale  at  16  Day  street 
is  one  of  our  most  reliable.  The  store 
occupied  has  been  used  for  grocery 
dealings  for  at  least  thirty-five  years, 
and  has  been  under  the  present  pro- 
prietorship since  1897.  But  it  is  by  no 
means  dependent  upon  a neighborhood 
trade,  and  customers  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  are  supplied  from  this  central 
stand.  Staple  groceries  of  the  highest 
quality  are  handled,  new  goods  con- 
stantly take  the  place  of  the  moving 
stock,  and  prompt  and  satisfactory 
service  has  been  a rule  that  has 
pleased  old  customers  and  constantly 
gained  new  ones. 

Staple'  groceries,  canned  goods  in  all 
varieties,  bakery  products  from  nation- 
ally known  manufacturers,  sauces,  re- 
lishes, and  other  table  condiments  are 
handled,  and  the  prices  are  as  low  as 
can  be  consistently  charged  for  the 
quality  offered. 

An  assistant  is  employed,  and  a team 
is  used  for  taking  orders  and  making 
deliveries. 

Mr.  Littlehale  has  lived  in  Fitchburg 
since  1875,  and  for  some  time  was  em- 
ployed by  his  brother  as  a carpenter, 
but  he  was  also  thoroughly  trained  In 
the  grocery  business  previous  to  his 
proprietorship.  He  is  a merchant  of 
integrity,  was  a member  of  the  common 
council  three  years,  and  of  the  board  of 
aldermen,  one  year,  and  is  interested 
in  all  movements  that  promise  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community. 


FITCHBURG  HAS  A PROUD  RECORD 
OF  MILITARY  SERVICE 

The  best  information  indicates  that 
about  one-tenth  of  the  population  of 
Fitchburg  was  more  or  less  en- 
gaged in  military  service  during 
the  Revolution.  After  the  conclu- 
sion of  hostilities  two  companies 
of  militia  and  one  of  cavalry 
were  maintained  for  a considerable  pe- 
riod. The  rolls  of  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers  and  the  soldier  of  peaceful  days 


COl.  GEORGE  H.  PRIEST 


were  of  men  whose  descendants  have 
ever  since  figured  importantly  in  Fitch- 
burg’s affairs.  One  company  main- 
tained its  organization  until  1816.  The 
other  company’s  records  were  never 
found.  In  1816  disbandment  having 
occurred  in  the  spring,  the  Fitchburg 
Fusiliers  were  organized  in  December 
of  that  year,  and  the  name  still  obtains, 
being  identified  by  and  with  Co.  B,  6th 
Regiment  of  the  Massachusetts  militia. 
The  first  Fusiliers  were  doubtless 
largely  made  up  of  men  in  disbanding 
company  of  early  1816. 
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The  records  of  Fitchburg  in  the  Civil 
War,  and  the  service  of  its  B and  D 
companies  of  the  6th  regiment  in  the 
Spanish  war,  are  matters  well  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  today. 

Without  venturing  into  the  deep 
waters  of  detail  in  this  regard,  suffice  it 
to  say  that  Fitchburg  in  the  sixties 
responded  with  a zeal  and  generosity 
of  volunteers  second  to  none.  Her  offi- 
cers and  men  were  in  the  front  rank, 
and  the  history  of  the  world’s  greatest 
war  can  not  be  written  without  giv- 
ing great  credit  to  the  quotas  from  this 
city. 

In  the  Spanish  war  the  two  local 
militia  companies  responded  to  the  call. 
Their  service  was  less  arduous  than 
that  their  fathers  saw,  but  its  charac- 
ter was  in  no  way  lacking. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Sixth  reg- 
iment are  in  this  city.  Colonel  George 
H.  Priest  being  regimental  commander. 

F.  J.  RAMBEAU 

First-class  Grocery  Store  Con- 
ducted in  Building  Owned 
by  The  Propri- 
etor 

The  competition  which  is  a natural 
part  of  commercial  transactions  at 
present  forces  the  man  who  is  success- 
ful in  trade  to  attend  to  many  econ- 
omies, and  carefully  supervise  every 
operation  having  any  relation  to  his 
business.  It  may  be  assumed  that  high 
rent  is  one  of  the  expenses  that  eat  up 
a great  deal  of  the  profit,  or  causes  the 
advance  of  prices.  Horses  and  stables 
are  another  feature  which  have  to  be 
paid  for  by  most  grocers  or  market- 
men,  and  when  these  expenses  are 
eliminated,  as  they  sometimes  are,  the 
effect  can  be  seen  in  low  selling  prices. 

It  is  in  the  practice  of  some  of  these 
economies  that  F.  J.  Rambeau  has  an 
advantage  over  other  dealers.  Mr. 
Rambeau  has  been  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  the  Cleghorn  district  since  June 
5,  1906,  and  is  the  owner  of  the  block 
he  occupies.  The  building  formerly  con- 
tained a number  of  small  stores,  but 
when  Mr.  Rambeau  became  established 
In  the  grocery  line  he  made  them  all 
into  one,  and  has  the  premises  at  163, 
165  and  167  Fairmount  street,  and  25 
Clarendon  street. 

All  lines  of  staple  and  fancy  grocer- 
ies are  handled  in  the  best-known 
makes  and  brands;  several  makes  of 
flour,  each  of  which  has  some  particu- 
lar quality  for  bread  or  pastry  making, 
canned  goods  from  the  best-known 
packers  in  the  country,  table  sauces, 
relishes,  etc. 

A selected  stock  of  provisions  is  car- 
ried, and  in  this  department  as  well 
as  in  the  grocery  line  expert  care  is 
taken  to  have  the  quality  such  as  can 
be  recommended,  so  that  particular 
people  who  want  the  best  in  the  mar- 
ket are  the  people  w^ho  trade  here,  and 
have  confidence  both  in  the  goods  and 
the  prices. 

Another  saving  is  effected  in  the 
fact  that  orders  are  not  solicited, 
though  an  automobile  is  used  to  make 
deliveries  in  any  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Rambeau  was  born  in  Fitchburg, 
was  formerly  engaged  In  street  and 
steam  railroading,  and  has  proven  his 
business  ability  by  the  enterprise  and 
energy  by  which  he  has  developed  his 
present  business.  He  is  a resident  of 
this  locality,  and  has  a high  standing 
as  a merchant  and  citizen. 


WHITNEY  COAL  CO.^ 

Soundly  Established  Concern  Has  Up-to- 
Date'FacilitiesAnd  Large  Trade 

Though  there  is  an  impression  that 
one  coal  concern  is  just  the  same  as 
another,  and  there  is  no  choice  neces- 
sary when  ordering  fuel,  consumers 
may  discover  their  mistake  when  they 
have  experimented  with  some  new  or- 
ganizations. Customers  are  very  apt 
to  defer  ordering  fuel  until  they  are 
in  immediate  need  of  it,  and  promptness 
in  delivery  is  then  most  important. 
Often  when  they  want  one  grade  of 
coal,  the  firm,  being  out  of  it  substi- 
tutes another,  so  that  after  all  it  does 
make  a difference  which  company  one 
trades  with  if  deliveries  are  required 
on  time  and  the  quality  asked  for  ne- 
cessary. 

The  business  of  the  Whitney  Coal 
Co.,  with  office  and  yards  rear  of  64 


Circle  street,  has  been  built  up  by  fur- 
nishing customers  what  they  demand, 
at  the  time  promised,  and  at  the  most 
reasonable  market  prices.  This  policy 
has  been  followed  for  the  many  years 
the  company  has  been  established,  and 
as  it  has  extensive  yards  and  sheds 
along  the  railroad  track,  it  has  the  faci- 
lities to  supply  its  extensive  trade. 

The  specialty  is  Lackawanna  and 
Lehigh  anthracites  from  the  D.  & H. 
mines.  It  is  thoroughly  screened,  is 
shipped  over  the  shortest  routes  and  is 
handled  most  economically,  so  that  rea- 
sonable prices  may  be  charged. 

Long  and  short  wood  is  also  dealt 
in,  and  the  yards,  comprising  some  two 
acres,  give  plenty  of  area  for  the  large 
stock  always  at  hand.  The  coal  sheds 


have  a capacity  of  one  thousand  tons. 
Some  of  the  largest  consumers  of  coal 
for  residential  heating  are  now  and 
have  been  for  many  years  regular  cus- 
tomers. 

The  business,  established  by  John  C. 
Whitney,  was  managed  for  more  than 
ten  years  by  Thomas  E.  Kielty,  and  is 
now  conducted  by  Mrs.  Kielty,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

The  old  policy  of  square  dealing  has 
never  been  suspended,  and  the  concern 
stands  now  among  the  leading  coal 
and  wood  concerns  in  our  city,  with  a 
high  reputation  for  straightforward 
transactions. 


DREW-HAYNES  MACHINE 
COMPANY 

Comparatively  New  Concern  Has 
Modem  Building  and 
Equipment 

Side  by  side  with  the  great  manu- 
facturers who  have  made  the  name  of 
Fitchburg  in  the  world  of  machinery, 
there  have  always  been  smaller  con- 
cerns who  have  been  pioneers  in  the 
field  of  Invention,  and  have  brought 
out  many  new  ideas  that  have  been 
accepted  as  of  value  by  the  business 
world.  In  fact,  the  atmosphere  and 
surroundings  of  the  smaller  shops, 
where  every  day  is  apt  to  bring  its  new 
problem  for  solution,  is  distinctly  fa- 
vorable to  the  promotion  of  that  in- 
ventive spirit  that  has  made  New 
England  so  prolific  in  devices  that 
have  revolutionized  many  processes  of 
manufacture. 

In  June,  1908,  after  some  months  in 
other  quarters,  the  Drew-Haynes  Jla- 
chine  Co.  occupied  its  own  two-story 
brick  building  at  54  Lunenburg  street, 
which  had  been  constructed  with  a 
view  to  the  special  requirements  of 
their  business.  As  their  title  would 
Indicate,  anything  in  machine  work  is 
included  in  their  field.  They  make  de- 
signs and  drawings  for  any  machine 
desired,  and  carry  it  through  all  the 
processes  to  completion. 

Gear-cutting  is  a specialty,  and  au- 
tomobile gear-cutting  more  particular- 
ly. In  fact,  the  peculiar  requirements 
of  the  automobile  have  received  ex- 
ceptional attention  at  the  hands  of 
this  company,  and  repairing,  rebuild- 
ing, or  the  construction  of  new  parts 
for  any  make  of  car  are  attended  to 
here  with  mechanical  skill  supple- 


mented by  suitable  equipment.  Cylin- 
der repairing  is  another  feature  tlat 
should  be  specially  mentioned. 

Automobile  supplies  are  carried  in 
stock,  and  cars  and  engines  are  bought 
and  sold.  Rebuilt  cars  or  engines  pur- 
chased here  may  be  relied  upon  to  be 
thoroughly  dependable.  The  company 
also  has  space  for  the  storage  of  sev- 
eral cars. 

Gasoline  and  kerosene  engines  for 
special  requirements  are  among  the 
products  of  this  shop,  and  a kerosene 
engine  embodying  new  and  valuable 
features  is  to  be  brought  out  shortly. 

William  Drew  and  Paul  W.  Haynes 
are  the  members  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Haynes,  the  manager,  is  a graduate  of 
Pratt  Institute,  New  York,  and  has 


been  employed  by  a large  corporation 
in  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  three  of  the  most 
important  concerns  in  this  state  as  an 
expert  mechanic.  Mr.  Drew  is  an  ex- 
perienced engineer,  and  was  for  years 
employed  as  chief  engineer  by  the 
Cocheco  Mfg.  Co.  at  Dover.  With 
such  experience  it  is  plain  that  there 
is  no  lack  of  qualification  for  any  work 
the  company  may  see  fit  to  undertake. 
Such  establishments  are  especially 
welcome  in  this  city,  and  add  in  no 
small  degree,  both  by  the  character  of 
work  done  and  the  creditable  appear- 
ance of  the  plant,  to  the  reputation  of 
Fitchburg  as  a quality  city. 


FITCHBURG’S  VALUATION 

The  total  valuation  placed  by  the 
board  of  assessors  upon  personal  prop- 
erty and  real  estate  in  the  city  of 
Fitchburg  is  over  $32,000,000.  Unusually 
large  gains  in  the  valuation  were  made 
during  the  past  three  years,  and  it  is 
chiefly  because  of  this  increased  valua- 
tion that  the  tax  rate  has  been  lower- 
ed. The  increase  of  nearly  $2,000,000 
in  taxable  property  for  1911  over  1910 
establishes  a new  record.  The  gain  it- 
self was  nearly  five  times  more  than 
the  total  valuation  in  1831.  In  six  years 
the  valuation  of  the  city  has  jumped 
from  $24,000,000  to  $32,000,000,  with  the 
biggest  gains  in  1909-T0  and  ’ll. 

This  year’s  remarkable  increase  is 
due  to  several  causes.  New  industrial 
establishments  and  hundreds  of  dwel- 
lings have  been  constructed  within  the 
city  limits,  and,  besides  raising  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  business  property 
centrally  located,  the  assessors  have 
unearthed  more  personal  property  than 
in  other  years.  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
of  the  eastern  cities  of  the  size  of 
Fitchburg  has  had  its  whole  valuation 
increased  at  the  same  rate  as  Fitchburg 
in  the  past  three  years,  during  which 
business  conditions  were  not  of  the 
best. 

The  following  table  shows  the  valua- 
tion of  the  city  from  1902  to  1911  in- 
clusive: 


Personal 

Real 

Year 

Property 

Eptate 

Total 

1902 

84,929,361  00 

$19,261,275 

00 

$24,190,636 

00 

1903 

4,962,595  00 

19,482,245 

00 

24,444,840 

00 

1904 

5,141,834  00 

19,669,070 

00 

24,810,904 

00 

1905 

5,268,846  00 

20,001,885 

00 

25,270,731 

00 

190ti 

5,350,368  50 

20,443,800 

00 

25,749,168 

50 

1907 

5,576,138  00 

20,898,300 

00 

26,474,438 

00 

1908 

6,199,237  50 

21,553,175 

00 

27,752,412 

50 

1909 

6,560,863  50 

22,010,450 

00 

28,571,313 

50 

1910 

7,313,100  00 

22,809,075 

00 

30,122,175 

00 

1911 

8,166,641  00 

23,889,950 

00 

32,056,591 

00 

W.  H.  WOODHEAD 

A Photographer  Whose  Work 
in  All  Branches  Has  Won 
High  Commenda- 
tion 

Though  the  occupancy  of  a Main 
street  studio  is  a new  enterprise  for 
W.  H.  Woodhead,  the  name  of  this 
photographer  is  well  known  in  Fitch- 
burg and  in  other  places,  as  a guaran- 
tee of  high  class  and  recommended 
workmanship  in  photography. 

Mr.  Woodhead  has  been  for  a num- 
ber of  years  chiefly  engaged  in  com- 
mercial work,  and  the  local  views  that 
have  appeared  on  postal  cards  have 
been  largely  his  production.  They  have 
given  evidence  of  his  taste  and  judg- 
ment in  choosing  subjects  and  views 
to  be  perpetuated,  and  show  the  skill 
with  which  the  camera  has  been  oper- 
ated, and  the  ability  with  which  the 
printing  is  done. 

Mr.  Woodhead  became  the  proprie- 
tor of  the  studio  at  355%  Main  street, 
February  1,  1911,  succeeding  John  A. 
Larson  and  obtaining  possession  of  one 
of  the  best  lighted  studios  in  this  city. 

Modern  apparatus  is  in  use,  and  the 
work  produced  equals  the  production 
of  any  similar  high-class  studio.  Por- 
trait work  is  done  in  all  styles,  though 
Mr.  Woodhead  displays  initiative  in  of- 
fering novelties,  a scenic  air  ship  at 
present  being  a background  appreciated 
by  many.  Though  novelties  are  of- 
fered at  popular  prices,  every  feature 
of  production  is  attended  to  thoroughly. 
The  lighting  and  posing  are  artistic, 
and  the  toning  and  printing  carefully 
and  painstakingly  done. 

Mr.  Woodhead  has  for  a number  of 
years  conducted  a studio  during  the 
summer,  at  Block  Island,  R.  I.,  and 
has  built  up  a discriminating  patron- 
age at  this  watering  place.  He  has  also 
had  a studio  at  Ashburnham,  and  for 
six  years  was  associated  with  his 
brother  in  a studio  at  Palmer.  He  has 
been  a resident  of  West  Fitchburg  for 
twenty -five  years,  and  performed  much 
of  his  commercial  work  at  home.  With 
his  present  quarters  and  facilities,  he  Is 
enlarging  his  scope  of  operations  and 
increasing  his  patronage,  so  that  his 
reputation  and  ability  are  becoming 
more  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
this  community. 


WHITNEY’S  MARKET 


One  of  the  Leading  Markets  in  This  City 
Conducted  by  Charles  L.  Whitney 

Some  locations  in  any  city  seem  to 
be  peculiarly  adapted  to  certain  kinds 
of  business,  and  since  the  Cutler  block 
was  erected  in  1895,  there  has  always 
been  a market  in  the  premises  now 
occupied  by  Charles  L.  Whitney,  233 
Main  street.  However  the  position  of  a 
market  must  not  be  its  only  inducement 
to  patrons,  for  while  people  prefer  a 
store  that  is  convenient,  they  will  go 
out  of  their  way,  if  necessary,  to  get 
desirable  quality  of  goods  and  reason- 
able prices. 

Whitney’s  market  is  fortunate  in  sat- 
isfying all  these  demands,  for  besides 
having  one  of  the  most  central  sites  in 
the  city,  it  carries  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  desirable  stocks  of  goods  that 
is  shown  anywhere  in  this  section. 

The  fresh  meats  on  hand  are  selected 
for  their  tenderness,  juiciness  and  gen- 
eral high  quality,  and  the  stock  is  re- 
plenished every  day,  so  that  roasts, 
steaks,  chops,  meats  for  soups  or  to 
boil,  can  always  be  procured  in  the 
largest  variety  that  the  wholesalers  of- 
fer. 

Dried  and  cured  meats,  also  cured 
fish,  provisions,  fresh  vegetables,  fruits 
and  canned  goods,  are  sold,  as  well  as 
an  extensive  line  of  poultry,  and  game 
in  season.  No  market  in  Fitchburg 
shows  a higher  quality  for  which  only 
reasonable  prices  are  charged. 

Attentive  and  prompt  service  is 
given  each  customer,  as  three  or  four 
people  are  employed,  and  delivery  is 
made  by  team. 

Mr.  Whitney,  who  bought  out  this 
business  four  years  ago,  came  from 
Boston,  where  he  had  been  in  the  mar- 
ket business.  Being  an  experienced 
meat  man,  he  has  built  up  a list  of 
customers  that  have  confidence  in  his 
goods  and  dealings.  The  market  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  extensively 
patronized  in  this  city,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
ney Is  counted  among  our  sound  and 
successful  business  men. 
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Board  of  Trade  Stands  for 
Progressive  Policies 


D.  J.  WHOOLEY  & CO.,  DAY  STREET 


The  Board  of  Trade  should  be  the 
dynamo  for  civic  activities,  and  a large 
share  of  the  civic  consciousness  should 
be  concentrated  in  the  organization. 
To  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  if  by  com- 
mon consent,  there  has  been  delegated 
the  work  of  organizing  and  starting 
mov'ements  for  communal  progress. 

Business  men  who  have  civic  pride 
have  for  some  time  been  active  in  the 
work  of  the  organization.  The  Fitch- 
burg Board  of  Trade  and  Merchants' 
Association  comprises  nearly  550  of 
the  "live  wires’’  of  the  city,  men  who 
are  in  business  and  whose  material 
progress  depends  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  the  city  in  which  they  live. 
This  organization  has  offices  in  the 
Safety  Fund  Bank  building,  229  Main 
street.  For  some  years  it  has  been 
working  for  the  betterment  of  the  city 
from  the  artistic,  as  well  as  the  in- 
dustrial standpoint.  The  diversity  of 
its  work  can  be  judged  by  a study  of 
the  committees  which  give  attention 
to  certain  specific  local  problems. 

There  are  16  of  these  committees, 
some  of  them  comprising  as  many  as 
12  men.  During  the  past  year,  when 
the  work  of  the  organization  has  been 
directed  more  particularly  to  the  in- 
dustrial field,  three  of  the  committees, 
those  on  banking,  manufacturing  and 
industrial  affairs,  have  been  exceed 
Ingly  active.  As  a result  of  this  work, 
two  local  concerns  have  been  aided 
in  securing  capital  to  enlarge  their 
business,  and  two  small  companies 
have  been  added  to  the  already  di- 
versified interests  which  have  made 
Fitchburg  commercially  ideal.  These 
committees  worked  for  seven  months 
last  year  in  an  endeavor  to  secure  for 
the  city  a large  gun  company,  but 
were  unsuccessful,  owing  to  the  desire 
of  the  stockholders  in  this  company  to 
keep  the  plant  near  its  present  loca- 
tion. 

The  civic  pride  of  Fitchburgians  was 
thoroughly  awakened  in  the  effort  to 
secure  the  gun  company  and  in  re- 
sponse to  the  appeal  of  the  committee.s 
$100,000  was  raised  in  four  days  to 
assist  the  company  in  removing  its 
plant  to  this  city. 

Undeterred  by  their  failure  to  secur  • 
this  company,  however,  the  committees 
quickly  began  work  in  an  effort  to  se- 
cure for  Fitchburg  a big  automobile 
Industry,  and  negotiations  are  still  in 
progress. 

The  committee  on  education  has  been 
active  in  securing  from  the  state  an 
appropriation  for  the  State  Normal 
school  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of 
land  for  a dormitory,  a plot  for  prac 
tical  gardens  and  a playground  for  the 
students.  The  publicity  committee  has 
done  important  work  during  the  last 
three  years  in  making  known  to  Fitch- 
burg citizens,  and  to  the  world  at  large. 


the  social  and  industrial  advantages  of 
the  city.  By  means  of  magazine  arti- 
cles and  descriptive  matter,  by  book- 
lets and  full-page  advertisements  in 
the  metropolitan  papers,  this  commit- 
tee has  made  Fitchburg  one  of  the 
best  known  cities  of  the  East. 

Under  the  auspices  of  this  commit- 
tee, headed  by  the  industrial  secretary 
of  the  organization,  a huge  exhibition 
of  the  local  products  was  made  at  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Industrial  show, 
held  during  October,  1911,  in  Boston. 
This  exhibit,  which  was  the  only  one 
arranged  by  any  city  in  Massachu- 
setts, attracted  world-wide  attention 
and  did  much  to  interest  the  manufac- 
turers of  other  cities  in  the  social  and 
industrial  advantages  offered  by  Fitch- 
burg. 

The  committee  on  public  improve- 
ment has  done  real  service  for  th“ 
entire  city  in  bringing  to  the  attention 
of  the  city  government  and  the  citi 
zens  generally  the  idea  of  a better  sys- 
tem of  lighting  for  Main  street.  By 
means  of  electric  globes  placed  upon 
the  trolley  poles  the  street,  in  the  eve- 
ning, will  be  almost  as  light  as  at  day. 
This  fact  will  add  greatly  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  merchants  an.l  will  tend  to 
enliven  the  city.  This  committee  is 
also  at  work  in  an  effort  to  secure  the 
improvements  at  Depot  square,  the  ex- 
tension of  Broad  street  and  Kimball 
street. 

Transportation  and  kindred  subjects 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  transportation 
committee,  which  during  the  past  year 
has  given  attention  to  the  switching 
charges  of  the  two  railroad  systems, 
freight  and  traffic  rates  and  the  recent 
changes  upon  the  Boston  & Maine 
system.  To  the  committee  on  subur- 
ban affairs  was  given  the  work  of  try- 
ing to  create  an  interest  among  Fitch- 
burgians  in  the  proposed  electric  rail- 
way to  Townsend. 

The  legislative  committee  has  given 
some  attention  to  the  bills  before  the 
state  legislature  affecting  compensa- 
tion for  injured  workmen  and  the  min- 
imum wage  question. 

No  committee  of  the  association  has 
done  more  work  or  has  a more  im- 
portant field  for  activity  than  has  the 
committee  on  city  planning,  recently 
appointed,  and  which  is  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  a special  committee 
of  the  city  council,  A general  plan  for 
the  development  of  the  entire  city,  the 
arrangement  of  new  streets  and  the 
altering  of  old  ones,  proper  housing  of 
workmen,  and  the  beautifying  of  exist- 
ing buildings  is  being  worked  out,  to 
the  end  that  by  the  year  1920  the  city 
of  Fitchburg  may  take  its  rightful 
place  among  the  beautiful  and  com- 
mercially ideal  cities  of  the  country. 

The  entertainment  committee  has 
charge  of  the  monthly  dinners  and 


meetings  of  the  association,  which  are 
held  in  Lincoln  hall,  and  has  secured 
excellent  speakers  upon  subjects  of  in- 
terest to  every  member.  Through  the 
activity  of  the  membership  committee 
the  association  has  grown  rapidly 
within  the  past  two  years 
This  is  the  organization  of  the 
Board  of  Trade: 

President.  Frank  H.  Foss;  vice- 
president,  Marcus  A.  Coolidge;  secre- 
tary, Charles  F.  Wilson;  treasurer,  J. 
Milton  Hubbard;  industrial  secretary, 
Ernest  L.  Waitt;  auditors,  J.  Wilder 
Merriam,  William  T.  Hidden  and  War 
ner  M.  Allen;  directors,  the  above  offi- 
cers and  Edward  A,  Bruce,  Herbert  E. 
Jennison,  Clifton  R.  Hayes,  Robert  S. 
Parks,  William  C.  Kimball,  Leon  A. 
Drury,  Henry  E.  Cowdrey  and  Emerson 
W.  Baker. 

The  full  list  of  committees,  with 
their  membership,  is  as  follows,  the 
first  named  being  chairman,  and  the 
second  vice-chairman; 

Banking:  F.  C.  Nichols,  E.  A.  On- 

thank,  Warner  M.  Allen,  Daniel  Si- 
monds,  Harry  G.  Townend,  Herbert  G. 
Morse,  Wylon  G.  Hayes,  Albert  C, 
Brown. 

Publicity  Affairs:  Ernest  L.  Waitt, 
Robert  S,  Parks,  F.  D.  Page,  H.  K. 
Bennett,  Forrest  A.  Bliss. 

Legislation:  John  B.  Fellows,  Ben- 
jamin A.  Cook,  Emerson  W.  Baker, 
Fred  W.  Pierce,  D.  W.  Teehan. 

Manufacturers:  M.  A.  Coolidge, 

George  P.  Grant,  Jr.,  Charles  B.  Smith, 
Russell  B.  Lowe,  George  R.  Wallace, 
H.  B.  McDonald,  Walter  F.  Stiles, 
Ernest  P.  Lowe. 

Membership:  Leon  A.  Drury,  P.  B. 
Hitchcock,  A.  F.  Tarbell,  F.  A.  Good- 
speed,  Harold  Cross. 

Banquet:  A.  J.  Litchfield,  George  A. 
Fletcher. 

Education  and  Arbitration:  Emerson 
W.  Baker,  John  G.  Thompson,  J.  G. 
Edgerly,  John  F.  McGrath,  Charles 
Fosdick,  N.  C,  Fpham,  J.  Milton  Hub- 
bard. 

Mercantile  and  Retail  Trade:  Leon 
Drury,  W.  C.  Goodwin,  F.  H.  Lane, 
John  H.  Boyle,  John  W.  Burtt,  Frank 

G,  Lesure,  J.  F.  Jaseph,  J.  K.  Tucker. 
John  F,  Hayes,  E.  G.  Carswell. 

Suburban  Affairs;  Edward  A.  Bruce. 

H.  L.  Sawyer.  D.  I.  Walsh,  A.  W. 
Wilder,  Ernest  G.  Carswell,  Harold 
Cross. 

Ways  and  Means:  M.  A.  Coolidge, 
Robert  S.  Parks,  H.  E.  Jennison,  Emer- 
son W.  Baker,  W.  C.  Kimball. 

City  Planning:  E.  A.  Kirkpatrick,  R. 

N.  Wallis,  G.  H.  Hastings,  Fred  L. 
Francis,  William  W.  Colton.  G.  K.  Hud 
son. 

Industrial:  H.  E.  Jennison,  John 

Shirreffs,  Charles  F.  Cowdrey,  Prank 

O.  Hardj',  Robert  N.  Wallis,  Charles 
W.  Godfrey. 

Public  Improvement:  Robert  S. 
Parks,  Milton  L.  Cushing,  M.  F.  Dunn, 
R.  R.  Cookman,  Perley  R.  Eaton,  John 
G.  Faxon,  George  S.  Cogswell,  Henry 
McGrath,  L.  O.  L’Esperance,  W.  L. 
Humes,  Judge  Gallagher,  H.  K.  Bruce. 

Entertainment:  W C.  Kimball,  W. 

T.  Hidden.  W.  K.  Wiley.  C.  S.  Alexan- 
der, Clifton  R.  Hayes. 

Taxation:  Clifton  R.  Hayes,  H.  A. 
Estabrook,  J.  H.  McMahon,  H.  G. 
Morse,  N.  M.  DesChenes,  William  C. 
Hardy. 

Transportation:  Henry  E.  Cowdrey, 
W.  T.  Hidden,  T.  F.  Howarth,  Robert 
Marcy,  Walter  A.  Hardy,  M.  M.  Cush- 
ing, William  H.  Dolan. 


D.  J.  WHOOLEY  & CO. 

Well-Known  Plumbers  and  Steam 
Fitters  Who  Have  Important  jn 
Contracts  in  Many 
Places 

While  it  is  necessary  that  Fitchburg 
should  hav'e  various  enterprises  to  sup- 
ply all  its  own  demands,  it  is  also  most 
creditable  to  our  city,  to  have  concerns 
whose  work  is  in  demand  outside,  and 
who  have  a reputation  that  makes 
them  known  throughout  the  county. 

Such  a concern  is  D.  J.  Whooley  & 
Co.,  42  Day  street,  and  in  plumbing, 
sheet-meta.  work,  and  steam-fitting,  it 
has  fulfilled  contracts  which  demon- 
strate that  it  has  facilities  and  ca- 
pacity to  compete  with  any  similar 
company  in  this  section. 

The  particular  advancement  of  the 
firm  has  taken  place  in  the  past  three 
years,  for  though  the  company  was 
founded  in  January,  1906,  during  the 
first  few  j'ears  plumbing  only,  was  at- 
tended to.  The  greatest  expansion  has 
taken  place  since  the  sheet-metal  and 
steam-fitting  fields  were  entered. 

Everything  in  sheet-metal  work  is 
done.  Particular  attention  is  given  to 
equipment  for  mills  and  school-houses; 
ventilators,  blowers,  cornices,  skylights, 
and  the  like  are  made  and  installed,  and 
a very  large  amount  of  work  done  in 
this  line. 

This  company  in  the  past  year  did 
the  plumbing  and  skylight  work  for  the 
new  mill  of  the  Fitchburg  Paper  Co.  It 
furnished  and  installed  the  skylights, 
cornices,  and  ventilating  system  for  the 
Union  Twist  Drill  Co.  at  Athol,  and 
more  recently  for  the  John  A.  Dunn 
Co.  of  Gardner,  and  in  repair  work, 
does  the  majority  of  such  operations 
for  the  manufacturers  in  this  city. 

Plumbing,  steam  and  hot-water 
heating  plants  are  installed,  and  in 
every  department  of  the  work  this 
concern  has  demonstrated  its  superior 
capacity  and  workmanship.  Scientific 
work  is  done  in  drainage  and  plumbing, 
so  that  sanitary  effects  are  produced, 
and  for  plumbing  or  heating  systems, 
plans  of  the  premises  to  be  equipped 
are  investigated  so  that  the  utilities 
will  be  placed  in  the  best  positions,  and 
the  most  desirable  results  secured. 

The  correct  arrangement  of  a heat- 
ing system  means  a saving  in  fuel,  and 
ventilation  and  drainage  both  may  be 
badly  or  well  planned.  The  'Whooley 
company's  success,  is  sufficient  proof 
that  it  gives  the  best  results  and  af- 
fords satisfaction  to  its  patrons. 

A crew  of  thirty  men  is  employed. 
■Various  makes  of  furnace.s,  boilers,  etc., 
are  carried  in  stock,  also  bathroom  and 
lavatory  equipment,  and  all  the  ma- 
terial and  tools  that  are  needed  in 
sheet-metal  work. 

Mr.  Whooley,  the  proprietor  of  the 
business,  was  employed  by  the  Brown- 
ell-Mason  company  for  eleven  years 
before  becoming  established  for  him- 
self, six  years  ago.  He  had  a thorough 
experience,  and  as  an  alert  and  con- 
structive business  man  has  been  ad- 
ding to  his  facilities  and  resources 
since  he  entered  the  field  for  himself. 

Application  and  ability  have  given 
him  a deserved  success,  and  he  has 
added  to  Fitchburg’s  industrial  repu- 
tation by  giving  it  a concern  so  credit- 
able to  the  community  as  well  as  to  the 
proprietor. 
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FITCHBURG  COAL  COMPANY 


One  of  the  City’s  Most  Prominent  Dealers  in  Fuel,  with  Splendid 

Equipment  for  Public  Service 


Fuel  is  a most  important  considera- 
tion to  manufacturing  and  to  the  home. 
That  city  is  fortunate  which  has 
strong,  progressive  and  accommodating 
dealers,  so  that  it  is  reasonably  sure 
that  famine  will  not  develop  and  that 
customers  will  be  served  promptly  and 
courteously.  In  this  class  is  the  Fitch- 
burg Coal  Company,  one  of  our  sub- 
stantial concerns. 

In  1904  a partnership  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  the 
coal  trade  in  the  city  of  Fitchburg, 
consisting  of  John  H.  Marcy  of  Wal- 
tham, T.  E.  Sterne  of  Worcester,  and 
Robert  Marcy  of  Fitchburg,  the  last- 
named  to  be  resident  partner  and 
manager.  They  leased  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  & Hartford  railroad  sheds, 
and  opened  for  business  in  April,  1904. 
The  interest  of  Mr.  Sterne  was  after- 
ward purchased  by  William  Marcy  of 
New  York  city. 

The  new  company  immediately 
stepped  into  a prominent  position  in 
its  field  which  it  has  since  maintained 
in  spite  of  the  active  competition  to 
which  this  trade  is  subject. 

The  company’s  office  is  now  at  240 
Main  street.  They  still  control  the 
sheds  originally  leased,  where  they 
have  thirty  bins,  with  a total  storage 
capacity  of  9000  tons,  and  carry 
twenty-one  sizes  and  varieties.  The 
list  includes  Lackawanna,  Franklin, 
Jeddo  Lehigh,  and  Rhode  Island  coals 
in  all  sizes,  as  weli  as  bituminous 
coals  suitable  for  heating,  steam,  and 
smelting  purposes.  The  delivery  ser- 
vice Is  suitably  organized,  and  pur- 
chasers will  make  no  mistake  in 
placing  orders,  large  or  small,  with 
this  company. 


YARD  AND  TEAMS  OF  THE  FITCHBURG  COAL  COMPANY 


BELL  MY  TAILOR 


Makers  of  Ladies’  and  Gents’  Tailoring 
at  Popular  Prices 


58  MAIN  STREET 


This  business,  owned  by  P.  A.  De- 
Courcey,  was  started  a little  over  two 
years  ago,  at  68  Main  street.  Its 
growth  has  been  remarkable.  From 
the  beginning,  the  modern  methods  of 
doing  tailoring  of  Mr.  DeCourcey 
brought  immediate  results.  The  re- 
sponse to  the  original  advertising  was 
wonderful,  the  prices  were  reasonable, 
the  stock  displayed  was  large  and  of 
excellent  quality  and  design.  To  cap 
the  climax,  Mr.  DeCourcey  established 
a modern  workshop  with  all  the  up-to- 


date  appliances  for  making  clothes, 
such  as  pressing  machines,  motor  ma- 
chines, etc.,  with  a high-salaried  fore- 
man in  charge  of  the  eighteen  men 
employed  in  the  season,  which  Insures 
garments  that  are  properly  made  in 
all  respects. 

Ladles’  tailoring,  a recent  innova- 
tion, is  already  a great  success. 

The  motto  is  “Your  money’s  worth 
or  your  money  back  — Tailor-made 
clothes  at  ready-made  prices.” 

“They  hug  the  neck.” 


V. 


This  Souvenir  Edition  of  the 

Fitchburg  Sentinel 

IS  PRINTED  ON  

DRESDEN 

SUB-ENAMEL 

a paper  in  a class  by  itself,  possessing  most  of  the  good  qual- 
ities of  a coated  paper  with  none  of  its  failings. 

Stronger  than  coated 

Greater  bulk  than  coated 
Better  to  fold  than  coated 
Will  wear  better  than  coated 
Not  streaky  like  coated 
No  “picking”  like  coated 

Dresden  Sub-Enamel  has  a pliable,  pleasing  touch,  and  is  a 
practical  working  stock.  Will  print  easily,  hold  the  solid 
blacks  and  is  less  liable  to  offset.  To  the  customer  it  is  a 
postage  saving  proposition,  as  a lighter  weight  paper  can  be 
used,  and  to  crown  all  it  is 

MADE  IN  NEW  ENGLAND 

A “Bay  State”  product  from  one  of  the  best  mills  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

FURNISHED  BY  ' = 

Bay  State  Paper  Co. 

327-335  Summer  St,  Boston,  Mass. 
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THE  G.  M.  PARKS  COMPANY 


ARE  

Piping  Engineers  ^ Contractors 


WITH  ENGINEERING  AND  SHOP  FACILITIES  REQUIRED  TO  DO  A 


Mill  Piping  Business 

HERE  ARE  SOME  OF  THEIR  SPECIALTIES 

Parko  Steam  Packing 

Parko  System  of  Hot  Water  Heating 

Vacuum  Steam  Systems 

Piping  Engineering 

Parko  Pipe  Bends 

The  Parko  Joint 

The  Parko  Receiving  Tank 

The  Parko  Steam  Drum 


The  Turbo -Humidifier 


Automatic  Sprinklers 

Pipe  Covering 


Pipe  Cutting  to  Sketch  up  to  18  in. 

The  Squires  Steam  Trap 


ANDREW  WHITNEY 

GEORGE  A.  WHITNEY 


Real  Estate 

OWNERS  AND  CONTROLLERS  OF  BEST  BUSINESS  LOCATIONS 


$ 

BEFORE  SIGNING  A LEASE  IN  EITHER  FITCHBURG  OR  SPRINGFIELD,  SEE  US 


218  Whitney  Building,  Springfield 
Whitney  Opera  House  Block,  Fitchburg 


THE  FITCHBURG  SENTINEL 


Our  Customers  Deserve 
The  Best  Groceries  Obtainable 

AND  WE  DON’T  EXPECT  TO  SATISFY  THEM  WITH 
ANY  OTHER  KIND 


^Automnth  Measurir\ff 


/Balanced^  ^[uming  B Straight  DiametersAnd  / Toper  Sim  ultaneouslg 
Drive 


The  Lathe 


Probably  90  per  cent,  of  all  shafts  having  several  diameters  and  one 
or  more  tapers,  are  not  over  3V2  inches  in  diameter,  and  should  be  turned 
on  the  Lathe. 

The  above  line  cut  illustrates  the  shaft  which  is  being  turned  on  the 
lathe  illustrated. 


We  Guarantee  Satisfaction 


FRED  L.  DRURY 

THE  GROCER 

Corner  Main  and  Blossom  Streets 

Telephone  1410  or  1411 


The 


Lathe  is  a variety  machine,  on]'ali  turning  — 


STRAIGHT, JJTAPER  or  irregular  shapes  in ’ almost*any^combination,  are 
turned  SIMULTANEOUSLY.  Its  value  is  in  its  PRODUCTION  ability. 


A few  features:  Automatic  Measuring  Device.  Automatic  Taper  At- 
tachment. Continuous  flow  of  cutting  compound  on  as  many  tools  as  are 
in  service.  Fixed  and  Follow  Rests  for  long  or  short  work.  Two  Carriages. 
Balanced  Drive.  All  geared  head  and  geared  feed. 
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FITCHBURG  MACHINE  WORKS 

Fitchburg,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 

AGENTS  IN  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 

/ 


LAWRENCE  & KLEIN 
LUMBER  COMPANY 


Oiyr  F'it'tn  composed  of  Ivers  P.  Lawrence  and  Morton  A. 
\yui  I II  III  Klein,  both  born  in  this  vicinity,  and  interested  in 
the  lumber  business  for  a number  of  years  and  residents  of  Fitchburg 
— the  place  to  send  your  lumber  order. 


li/p  Plant  Thp  Trvp<:  people  in  this  vicinity 

VVt:  1 lUlll  I in:  llk:k:^.  realize  that  each  year  we  set 

out  thousands  of  trees,  raising  some  of  these  from  the  seed,  thus 
planning  for  the  future. 


We  Saw  The  Logs. 

Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Maine, 
selling  to  a targe  extent  our  own 


We  operate  a number  of  lots 
each  year,  in  this  State,  New 
Thus  having  the  advantage  of 
products. 


We  Shin  The  Ltimhpr  >n • carload  , lots,  from  the 

VVld  O/H/y  I in:  I^UIIlUVt  mill  to  our  customer  direct. 
You  get  the  advantage  of  dealing  directly  with  the  manufacturer. 


We  Deal  in  All  Kinds  of  Lumber,  also 
Standing  Timber  and  Timber  Lands. 

Whether  you  want  manufactured  lumber,  some  good  standing  tim- 
ber, or  a nice  timber-lot,  land  and  all,  we  can  usually  supply  you. 


LAWRENCE  & KLEIN 
LUMBER  COMPANY 

Manufacturers  and  Wholesalers 

32, 33, 34  Safety  Fund  Bank  Building  F itchbUT^,  ]Md.SS. 


r \ 

Dry  and  Fancy  Goods 
Garments  and  Millinery 
Hosiery,  Underwear,  Gloves 
Draperies  and  Window  Shades 

WE  MANUFACTURE 

AWNINGS  AND  TENTS 


DANIEL  HARLEY 

Main  and  Oliver  Streets 


1 

The  Fitchburg  and  Leominster  Street 
1886  Railway  Company  1912 

W.  W.  SARGENT,  President  H.  I.  WALLACE,  Vice-President  R.  N.  WALLIS,  Treasurer 


THE  GREEN  CITY  AMONG  THE  PINES  ' 


“WHALOM” 

Is  a real  natural  outing  place. 
400,000  people  enjoyed 
themselves  there  in  1911, 
It  is  the  largest  and  best 
picnic  park  in  New  England. 
All  concessions  are  conduct- 
ed to  please  in  every  respect. 

The  Theater  plays  to  more 
than  100,000  each  year.  It 
is  better  every  season. 

1896  - 1911 


FREIGHT 

and  EXPRESS 

We  originated  this  ser- 
vice in  Fitchburg  and  the 
surrounding  towns.  The 
amount  of  business  received 
proved  that  it  was  a public 
necessity  and  convenience. 
If  you  are  a patron  and  do 
not  get  satisfactory  service 
inform  the  company  and  we 
will  see  that  you  do. 

1908  - 1912 
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/ELLS  BINDERY  INC. 


